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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The present volume of newspaper extracta and annals, 
forming the second of the series, covers the period from 
the beginning of 1825 to the end of 1841. The extracts 
are arranged in chronological order, and brought into 
contact with national history by an introductory note for 
each year. The General Introduction is an attempt to 
give a summary of the changes that occurred in the 
Northern Highlands during the period. The compiler 
begs to acknxywledge the services of Mr William Simpson 
in preparing the index, and of Mr Alexander Ritchie in 
supervising the volume for the press. 

Invbbness, May 1907. 



ERRATA. 

Page 79, April 21 and 28.— ''Ben Nevis" should be ''Ben 
Wyvia." 

Page 238, November 28 —The paragraph should read that one 
of the causes of the building of a Secession Church in Tain was 
" that the heritors had imposed enormous seat rents on the 
people." 

Page 307, July 7, 4th entry.— The name of the parochial 
teacher in Ardersier whose death is recorded, is given as ''James 
Smith," but it seems to have been "John Smith." See presenta- 
tion recorded November 14, 1838. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



Introduction 

Index to " Inverness Courier " 

Note A. — ^The Moray Floods 

Note B. — Charles Grant, M.P 

Note C— " No Popery " Riot in 1829 ... 
Note D. — ^The Old Castle of Inverness ... 
Note E. — Sales of Great Properties 
Note F. — ^Rise and Fall in Sheep Farming 
Note Gr. — ^Highland Evictions 
Index to Volume ... 



ix.-xlvi. 
1-318 
319 
321 
323 
325 
329 
331 
331 
333 



Map of Inverness in 1832, at end of volume.— This is a 
reproduction, on a reduoed scale and without colouring, of 
the map issued in the Parliamentary ^'Reports upon the 
Boundaries of the several cities, burghs, and towns of Scot- 
land, in respect to the election <£ membera to serve in 
Parliament," ordered to be printed 18th April 1832. In the 
Report accompanying the map, the Commissioners say: — 
^Inverness is the county toh^n of the large shire of that 
name, and also generally regarded as the Capital of the 
Northern Highlands. The town is compact, and the streets 
regular, with large and well-provided shops ; and it contains 
a great number of wealthy and respectable inhabitants. 
Many handsome villas are also erected in the neighbourhood. 
There are manufactures of woollen goods, hemp, and leather ; 
and at the fairs sheep and wool to a great amount are dis- 
posed of. The harbour of Invei-ness is good, and frequented 
by a number of vessels of considerable tonnage. Intercourse 
by steam has been established with Aberdeen and Edinburgh, 
and also with the Western coast through the Caledonian 
Canal ; and smacks sail regularly to London, conveying both 
goods and passengers. The Caledonian Canal has not 
hitherto added much to the commerce of the district, but 
beneficial effects may be expected to result from that great 
work. The town has been recently lighted with gaa, and 
well supplied with water ; and the Academy is considered one 
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of the best in Scotland. Invemees is a very thriving place, 
and likely to increase." The population of the burgh and 
parish, at the oensus of 1831, is given as 14,324 ; number of 
houses of £10 and upwards in the burgh, 452 ; assessed taxes 
payable from the buiigh, £1085 7s lOd. The OolmmissionerB, 
after describing the boundary fixed by them, add: — ^^'From 
the great probability of Inverness increasing, oonsiderable 
spBce has been included within the boundary. This has been 
considered especially neoeasary in the vicinity of the Oale- 
dtonian Ganal, as an increase of the traffic on that great line 
of communication would be immediately foUowed by the 
erection of buildings in that direction. A considerable ex- 
tent of the Merkinch has been already taken on a building 
lease, in the expectatioRi of the town extending in that 
quarter." The ultimate development of the town differed 
from the expectations of the Commissioners. It came, indeed, 
on the west side of the river, but ta a still greater extent 
on the terrace above the old burgh, part of which remains 
outside the Parliamentary boundary, though recently brought 
within the municipal area. 



INTRODUCTION 




BB period fram 1825 to 1&41 embrmoed in the 
fauKul Tohmie wms full of dujiges in our 



in ilM» ^Mwi^lfc of tlie TTrgi»l»"*i«^ wfaich had 
also developmenti and TidflBtades pemhar to themaehrea. 
An interval ai qniet vhich fnrintad at the beginning ci the 
period waa snooeeded br prt^onged oontnnreny in the 
political iTMld. Hie Ad of Guholic Emancipation in 
1829 introdnoed mml ekmenta into the British LegisU- 
tore, and the Befonn Act of 1832 created a new frandiiaa 
in coontiea and borgfas, bringing with it for ten jeara the 
mle of Whig Goremmenta and the aniwiatpd diacnssiona 
which their meawirea called forth. MmuGipal government 
waa li ke w i ae tranflfbrmed. Railwavs began with the line 
fram Manchester to liverpool in 1830. Steamahipa had 
pr efviom l y been ntiliaed for coarting pnrpoeea and for 
ihort voyagea, but the fint ateamera to croeB the Atlantic 
and inaugurate an ocean aervioe made their voyages in 
1838. In the same year the scheme of penny postage 
proposed by Boidand Hill foraed itself on public atten- 
tioii, and in 1840 the new system came into operaticm. 
Hie reduction of taxes <m newspapers Ixxxight down the 
price c£ Soottidi joomals from seveiqienoe to fonrpenoe- 
hal^peni^, a step which was then considered a great 
advance, qualified by misgivings as to the possible 
deteriormtion of the press! Edncatiim was m^ilring 
pr o g r ess in the remote and neglected districts of Scotland 
throng^ the efforts oi the QinrdL The first pabHc 
grant for English ednffation, the modest som of £20,000, 
waa given by Parliament in 1833. Sheep farming ex- 
panded in the Highlands, and there was a steady progress 
in agricoltiize. The first show of the Highland Society 
waa held at Inverness in 1831, the second in 1839. 
The recoEti, however, is not altogether one of progress. 



X. RECORD OF CBANGE. 

The condition of the western islands and of congested 
districts in the northern mainland was gcdng from bad to 
worse. Population had increased beyond the means of 
subBist«iice. Accounts which appear in our newspaper 
reports, confirmed by the inquii-y of a Parliamentary 
Committee, form painful reading. Emigration took place 
on a large scale, mainly in the first instance Ui Britiah 
North America, but latterly also to Australia. At the 
same time, kuowled^ of the KighlaJids was extending 
through increased facilities of travel provided by steamers 
and coaches. In the thirties sport began to be a recog* 
nised element of income. In the towns and the more 
accessible regions there was evidence of advancement. 
Better housea were built, roads were completed, the burgha 
were lighted with gas, the local administration of aSaira 
was improved by the ostablisliment of forces of constabu- 
lary' and the better equipment of Courts. Tlie old prisona, 
which had long been a scandal, wore giving place to a 
superior class of buildings. Now lighthouses were spring- 
ing up on the coasts. A severe visitatiwi of cholera in 
1832 caused great distress and anxiety, but it had some 
effect in directing attention to the necessity of sanitation. 
Customs and practices of old standing tended to disappear. 
The period was, in brief, the beginning of the modem 
era. A revolution was taking place, carrj'ing v?ith it, like 
most revolutions, a mixture of blessing, suffering, and 
danger. Towards the close, the Church of Scotland had 
embarked on the great controversy which shortly after- 
wards ended in the Disruption. 

When the period began Lord Liverpool was still at 
the head of affairs, assisted by a Cabinet which was 
divided on tlie subject of Catholic claims and on com- 
mercial questions. The representation of Scottish bui^hs 
was entiirely in the hands of Town Councils, which 
voted through their Provosts, and gave Uttle tnmble to 
the Government. Within the burgiis there was at the 
moment more desire for municipal than political reform. 
The remark that " even in some instances bui^hs are 
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almost advertising for members to represent them/' must 
have been of very partial application, but it indicates the 
spirit which prevailed in some quarters in prospect of the 
election of 1826. In the counties during that election 
there was more excitement, and Charles Grant, afterwards 
Lord Glenelg, had to face a contest in the county of 
Inverness, the first that had taken place since the election 
of his father in a three-cornered fight in 1802. His 
opponent, Lord Macdonald, however, was decisively 
beaten. Grant was favourable to Catholic claims, but 
otherwise cautious and accommodating. 

The death of the Premier, Lord Liverpool, in 1827 
let loose many rivalries and jealousies. Canning, who 
succeeded him in the office of Prime Minister, was unable 
to retain his most important colleagues, and passed away 
in a few months, leaving a distracted situation. Lord 
Goderich's attempt to carry on an administration came 
to a premature end, and the Duke of Wellington was 
installed in office, with Sir Robert Peel as leader of the 
House of Commona The Whigs, including Chailes 
Grant, were represented in the Ministry, but th^ sood 
had differences with their colleagues, and resigned. Hie 
victory of the Catholic Association, the election ci 
O'OonneU for Clare, and the concession of Catholic 
Emancipation, introduced the stormy period. Great 
distress existed both in the rural and manuafcturing 
population, and discontent brought about the desire for 
political reform. George TV. died in June 1830, and the 
accession of William IV. came just at the time when 
the public temper was excited. An extraordinary 
stimulus was given to the reform movement by the 
revolution in France and the revolt which severed the 
temporary union of Belgium and Holland. Before the 
dose of the year Wellington's Government was defeated, 
and Earl Grey entered on office, with the understanding 
that he was to take up the subject of Befonn. Hie 
agitation on the subject did not slacken imtil the bill was 
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passed in the summer of 1832. Then began the reign of 
the ten-potmd householders in burghs and the fifty- 
pounders in counties. As we have said, the Whigs, first 
under Earl Grey and afterwards under Lord Melbourne, 
had possessicm of the Government imtil 1841, although 
for a short time, at the summons oi the Sovereign, Sir 
Robert Peel intervened, and attempted, without success, 
to secure a Conservative majority. In the years from 
1830 to 1841, there were no fewer than six general 
elections. In the Inverness Biirghs this nmnber was 
supplemented by two bye^lections, and in the county 
by three. There was not a contest on every occasion,, but 
the weapons were kept sharpened, and a contest was only 
avoided when the defeated forces were exhausted and 
hopeless. During the last five years the Whig Govern- 
ment, imder Lord Melbourne, was weak and discredited, 
though it did useful work. When it fell in 1841, Sir 
Bobert Ted entered on office with a majority of sixty- 
eight, and with the prospect of a long tenure of power. 
The rise of new conditions, through the agitation for the 
abolition of the Com Laws and the famine in Ireland, 
b^ongs to a later period. 

The change in political conditions imparted fresh life 
to the newspapers. For the eleven years from 1830 to 
1841 political contests and speeches were at high pressure. 
In 1830 Charles Grant had to encounter another contest 
in the county of Inverness. His retirement from the 
Duke of Wellington's Government and his support of 
Catholic claims had given offence. At a preliminary 
trial of strength, however, on the election of a chairman 
at the meeting of freeholders. Grant had a majority of 
nine votes (34 to 25), and his opponent, Macleod of 
Macleod, withdrew. At the election of 1831, when the 
country rang with the shout of " The bill, the whde bill, 
and nothing but the bill," Grant was returned without 
opposition, receiving in the burgh a great ovation. In 
1832, in the new constituency, he had a majority against 
Macleod of 44. But before another election a reaction 
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had taken place. In 1835 Grant fought his last battle 
for the county, and,, with a majority of seven, was 
once more returned. But the reconstituted Melbourne 
Government, in which he becajne Cdonial Secretary, did 
not care to risk a byo^lection, and he was raised to the 
Upper House as Lord Glenelg. In the contest which 
followed, Chisholm of Chisholm carried the seat for the 
Conservatives, and though he was soon removed by death, 
the county did not return to its former allegiance. On 
the contrary, it retained unbroken its political complexion 
as Conservative for the long term of fifty years. Two 
members held the seat for forty-five years — ^Mr Henry 
Baillie from 1840 to 1868, and the late Cameron of 
Lochiel from 1868 to 1885. 

In the burghs during the period there were numerous 
contests. Sir Robert Grant, younger brother of Charles, 
held the representation from 1826 to 1830, but for some 
reason, which was supposed to be personal, the municipal 
authorities declined to reject him, choosing in his place 
Colonel Baillie of Leys, an Anglo-Indian, who had made 
himself popular in Inverness as a neighbour. In 1831 — 
when the old system still prevailed — ^Major Gumming 
Bruce secured the support of Nairn and Forres, and was 
dected. In 1832, in the new oonstituency, there was 
a three-cornered fight, between Colonel Baillie, Mr 
Stewart of Belladrum (who stood as a Liberal), and 
Major Gumming Bruce ; and Colonel Badllie won the seat. 
In a few months, however, he died, and the burghs had 
to go through another contest On this occasion the 
struggle was between Major Gumming Bruce and Mr 
Stewart, and the former was successful He represented 
the constituency for other four years. An attempt was 
made to oust him in 1835, when a keen contest occurred 
between himself and Mr Edward Ellice, but Gumming 
Bruce triumphed with the small majority of four votes. 
Personally, *' The Major " was a popular candidate, com- 
bative, frank, and det^iudned; and Ellice, dever and 
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agreeaUe as he was, had the disadvantage of being a 
stranger. Camming Brace had strong sapport in FcMrres, 
where he was well known, and the family influence was 
powerfoL In Inverness itself he divided the vote so 
evenly that he was only in a minority of (me. But the 
expense of contesting the burghs was too much for him. 
The contest of 1835, it is said, cost himsdf and Mr Ellioe 
£1500 arfrieoe — a sum so large that the tradition of profuse 
pecuniary gifts distributed during the canvass may have 
had a substantial foundation. At the general election 
of 1837, Major Gumming Bruce retired, but did all he 
oould to secure the return, in the Gonservabive interest, 
of the heir of Scatwell, afterwards Sir James R. Mac- 
kenzie. The effort failed. The burghs broke with the 
Conservatives. Tbie Whig candidate, Mr Madeod of 
CadboU, carried the seat by a majority of 19. Unfortu- 
nately, his health failed, and in 1840 he resigned, causing 
a bye-electnon. On this occasion the contest lay between 
a London merchant, Mr James Morrison, and a native 
of Inverness, Mr John Eraser, Cromarty House. Mr 
Morrisoa. was successful, fuid at the general election next 
year was reelected without opposition. 

In the County of Ross, Mr Stewart MadLenxie of 
Seaforth, who was a reformer, secured the representation 
in 1830, and continued to hold it until 1837, when he 
was appointed Governor of Ceylon. On his retirement 
there was an exciting contest, which resulted in the 
return of the Conservative candidate, Mr MadLenzie of 
Apfdecross. In the Northern Burghs and the County of 
Sutherland the Whig interest prevuled. 

In going through the newspapers of the Reform 
period, the reader finds that political dinners were a 
prominent characteristic. Before the passing of the 
Franchise Act it was the custom for members on their 
election to entertain their supporters, and sometimee the 
successful and unsuccessful candidates gave dinner parties 
the same evening, and exchanged deputations. The 
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dinner given by Colonel Baillie of Leys on his return in 
1830 was a siimptuous affair, with turtles from London 
and wines of the finest When the franchise had been 
extended the electors themselves took the initiative. 
After nearly every contest — and sometimes between times 
— ^there was a feast On occasion each party in each burgh 
had its banquet to celebrate a triumph, to find solace for 
defeat, or to prepare for future efforts. The Reform 
struggle called forth public meetings and processions as 
well as dinners. The oratory is copiously reported. 
Generally the speaking, most of it no doubt carefully 
prepared, was eloquent and appropriate. The passion of 
the hour lingers in the musty columns. The student of 
politics can still find interest in arguments, denunciations, 
and witticisms, albeit the flavour is antiquarian. Popular 
gatherings of the kind were new in the North, and on that 
account the more appreciated. What is described as 
"the first open meeting ever held in Livemess for a 
pc^tical purpose" was carried out under the auspices of 
the Reform Committee in May 1832. It was preceded by 
a procession of trades and public bodies, with banners 
flying. One of the greatest dinners, a Conservative 
demonstration, was held in November 1836 at Inver- 
gordon, where a building which was used as a flax factory 
was arranged to accommodate 247 persons. To furnish 
supplies a shipload of provisions was brought from Liver- 
nesa In the reaction which followed Reform poliiacal 
enthusiasm was stimulated by an ecclesiastical upheaval. 
The Whigs were accused of truckling to O'Oonnell. The 
Ministerial proposals regarding Irish Church funds and 
tithes inflamed opposition. In 1835-6 a northern Prote- 
stant association came into existence, and the feeling of 
which it was the expression helped to detach the counties 
from the Whig interest Since then Ireland has citeai 
upset political parties, and the end is not yet in sight 

A picturesque incident in our local annals was the visit 
of Lord Brougham while Lord Chancellor. In the 
autumn of 1834 he made a trip northward, coming by way 
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of BadoDocli, travdOlmg thenoe to Danrobin, and gotng 
iMck by the east coast At that time his reputatioa in 
the pixmnoee stood high, although his flighty and violent 
diaracter had alienated alike his colleagaes and the King. 
Broogham's northern tour resembled a Royal progress. 
He was hailed by i>/lTniring crowds, and addresses and 
b urge ss tickets poured in from corporations. llie visit 
{Miecipitated his own downfall and the dismissal of the 
Ministry. His speedi at Inverness reads as if he had not 
been qnite master of himself. In his pditical allusions 
he fanned the differences in the party, and his r^erenoes 
to the King were a ourious mixture of fawning and 
famiharity. He spoke of his Majesty's gracious conde- 
scension and favour to himself, and annoimoed that by 
that nighfs poet he would inform him oi the fervent 
loyalty of the Highland Capital. He had hardly returned 
home when the King dismissed the Ministry, and called 
in the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert PeeL It was 
a false move on the sovereign's part. The nation once 
more returned a majority on behalf of a Whig Govern- 
ment But at least the Sovereign and the Ministers got 
rid of Brougham, who was never called again to office. 
The end to a great political career — ^for in spite of all 
deductions his career had great elements — ^was thus 
singulaaiy dramatic. There are touches in our coltunns 
which set forth the personalily of the statesman who then 
filled such a large space in the public eye. Brougham had 
ao immense capacity for work. It is mentioned that " he 
wrote seventeen long letters with his own hand after his 
memorable speech at Inverness, all which were duly 
forwarded by that night's post '' — ^presumably the promised 
letter to the King among the number. In the town he 
ordered Highland tartanS; and there is a tradition that 
the order being vague in its terms» he was supplied with 
a qxumtity which lasted in perpetuity. Four years after- 
wards there is a note that in London he had laid aside, 
" at least for a time," the tartan trousers and waistcoat 
whidi he had worn since his northern tour. Whether 
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reBumed or not, they had proved so distinctive that they 
continued in favour with caricaturists. 

Another incident in connection with the ChancdOLor^s 
tour was not recorded at the time, but appearel afterwards 
in the memoirs of Sir David Brewster, who was living in 
Badenoch in the thirties. Brougham was the guest of 
the Duchess of Bedford at the Doune of Rothiemurchus, 
and Brewster was one of the party. After the Chancellor 
had retired to rest, on the plea of indisposition, the 
question arose whether he carried the Great Seal with 
him. ''The Duchess declared her intention of ascertain- 
ing the fact, and ordered a cake of soft dough to be made. 
A procession oi lords, ladies, and gentlemen was ihem 
formed, Sir David carrying a pair of sQver candlesticks, 
and the Duchess bearing a silver salver, on which was 
placed the dough. The invalid lord was roused from his 
first sleep by this strange procession, and a peremptory 
demand that he should get up and exhibit the Great Seal ; 
he whispered ruefully to Sir David that the first half of 
this request he could not possibly comply with, but asked 
him to bring a certain strange-loddng box ; when this was 
done he gravely sat up— impressed the seal upon the cake 
d dough — ^the procession retired in order, and the Lord 
Chancellor returned to his pillow." This specimen of 
''high jinks" was a prelude to the tragi-oomedy of the 
subsequent part of his tour. 

The reform of municipalities in Scotland was carried 
out in 1833 by two bills introduced by Lord Advocate 
Jeffrey, dealing with Royal and Parliamentary burghs. 
His measures gave the same municipal franchise for Town 
Councils as for Parliament, and the old system of seU- 
elecdon came to an end. Before the close of the year the 
new Town Coundls were chosen. The first Provost of 
Inverness under the changed system was Mr John Mao- 
kensie, agent for the Bank of Scotland, who had taken a 
prominesit part in support oi pohtical reform. So highly 
was he esteem-ed that prior to the formation of the new 
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Cofnndl he was preeented with a handsome piece of plate 
* in acknowledgment of his strenuoiis and valuable services 
in suppo r t of popular rights during Earl Grey's administra* 
tioD, a period of the highest importance to the poHtical 
independence and w^are of the nation." Mr Mackenxie 
was xauMe, on account of the state oi his health, to r^jon 
ciBce for more than a year, but his services during that 
short period were much a]^Nneciated. He was succeeded 
by Mr John Fraser, father of the late Bev. Dr IXmald 
Fraser, who held office for two years. He might have 
retained the position longer if he and his friends had 
known that, being Provost, and so chosen for three years, 
he was not obliged to seek re-election in 1836. In the 
contest whidi ensued he was d^eated in one ward, and 
though elected in another, he preferred to retire. Political 
feeling at the moment played an active part in municipal 
affairs, and for a time, apart from the Provostship, the 
Council was equally divided between Whigs and Tories. 
In such a condition of affairs the vote of the Provost was 
of importance.. The Whig Councillors at one juncture — 
the election of a member between terms— committed the 
mistake of absenting themselves so as to deprive the meet* 
ing of a quorum. The remaining members, however, 
attended the meeting, and elected their man, and the 
l^;ality of their action was upheld in the Court of Sesdcm. 
Hie tension of municipal elections kept the bmgh almost 
as lively as Pariiamentary contesta In the seven years 
from 1833 to 1840 four Provosts came and went — Messrs 
Mackenzie, Eraser, Ferguson, and Cumming — ^tHe last 
retiring when he was defeated in the nomination of bailies. 
Provost Ferguson was the only one of the four who occu- 
pied his full term. On the retirement of Provost Cum- 
ming, Dr J. I. Nicol was elected to the vacancy in the 
Council and called to the chair. He was re-elected the 
f (lowing year. All this time, however, the conduct of 
local alfairs was carried on with spirit The question 
whether there should be a legal assessment for the poor 
served to abate political dissension. The proposal arose 
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in the Kirk-Session, but the Town Council by a large 
majority oppoeed it. In the neighbouring burghs also 
political feeling mingled with local questions, and stimu- 
lated the activity of the electorate. In the circumstances 
of the day this ^te of matters was inevitable, and worked 
no particular harm. 

Before passing from municipal changes, it may be 
noted that one of the first acts of the Inverness Town 
Council was to abolish the office of burgh hangman, a 
functionary who had enjoyed considerable remuneration 
and numerous perquisites. We are told that in the nine- 
teen years during which the last occupant held the 
appointment be had carried out ''just three executions/' 
and that cidculating the proportion of annual payments, 
the cost might be reckoned at from £300 to £400 a piece. 
The third of these gruesome services was performed in 
the case of Madeod, the Assynt murderer, who paid the 
penalty of his crime in October 1831. In October ISSS, 
however, another man, Adam, was executed for the 
Mulbuy murder. There is no mention in our files of the 
man who performed this duty. Happily Adam was the 
last person executed in Inverness. 

The Church of Scotland held undisputed supremacy 
in the Highlands during the period oi which we are 
writing. Its activity in discharge of its duties deserves 
ample acknowledgment. There was very little dissent. 
The large size, however, of many of the parishes crippled 
the usefulness of the clergy, and it was considered a great 
advance when a Parliamentary grant, given in 1823, 
secured the addition of forty ministers to the equipment 
of the National Church. A report on education, prepared 
in 1825 by the Rev. Donald Fraser, of Kirkhill, sUtes 
that even with these new appointments there were only 
264 clergy in the Establishment (including 40 mission- 
aries) for a population of 416,000 persons, embraced in 
the oounties of Argyll, Inverness, Nairn, Ross and 
Cromarty, Sutherland, Caithness, Orkney, and Shetland, 
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^Mk (be Ga^ie districto of Monj, and of Donkeld, ia 
Ttetbthm. In the lame wide regiaa there were at thai 
tOM; oiiIt thirtr-fire ministen of " every deooouiiatioQ of 
dsiamteri,'' and six or eight Roman Cktholic prieela 
EpMcopelian CSnuxfaea are set down aa aix in mnnher, and 
the eoD|?ref atioos of " Seceders, Indepaidenta, and other 
Proteatent ddmenten" at twenty-nina Hie following 
detailed fiinnnea may be of inteiest: — ^Epiaoopafiana— 
Synod of Moray, 1 (obviously in Invemeaa); Synod of 
Glenelj^, 2 ; Bynod of Boas, 2 ; Synod of Argyll, 1— total, 
6, Seceden, ice. — Synod of Moray, 5 ; Boaa, 3 ; Suther- 
land and Caithneaa, 3 ; Argyll, 7 ; Orkney and Shetland 
(Eni^ish-apeaking), 11— total, 29. Within tha Eatab^ 
liahed Church the two partiea known aa Moderate and 
Evangi^cal had conflicts between themaelvea, but they 
co-operated for the improvement of the people. Though 
a large part of the population was unaUe to read, they 
all entertained great reelect for religions ordinances, and 
attended service when they had opportunity. Oommunion 
gatherings were large and impressive. Disputed aettle- 
ments occasionally excited ke^i fedings, as may be seen 
from the newspaper columns. In some places — they do 
not appear to have been numerous — religious services 
were carried on by local religious leaders, but the people 
in those cases rarely disapproved of the National CSrardi 
as an institution. Towards the end of our pmod the 
conflict arising from the Veto Act Migrossed a large 
amount of public attention, but within the limits covered 
by our volume the organisation of the Church remained 
unbroken. 

The work of education in the Highlands was carried 
on with earnestness. The Society for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge, formed under the auspices of the 
Church in 1704, did an excellent work in suj^em^iting 
Uie parish schoc^, which in number ware totally inade- 
quate. A limited edition of a version of tiie Bible in Irish 
Gaelic was issued about the close of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, but the New Testiunent in Scottish Gaelic was first 
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printed for the Society in 1769. It was not until 1802 
that the whole Bible was published in that language. The 
Gaelic School Society was founded in Edinburgh in 1811, 
and in 1818 a Society was formed in Inverness for the 
Education oi the Poor in the Highlands, for which the 
report above-mentioned was prepared by the Rev. Donald 
Fraser, of KirkhilL But further efforts were felt to 
be necessary. Dr Norman Madeod — '' Caraid nan 
Gaidheal," the Friend of the Highlanders — urged the 
subject on the Assembly in 1824, and a deputation con- 
sisting of himself, Principal Baird, and Mr John Gordon, 
the secretary, afterwards traversed tfaie Highlands and 
Islands. A revenue cruiser was placed at their disposal 
in the western seas. In 1828 they reported that they 
had travelled upwards of 1600 miles, having spent two 
months on their journey. The visit established the 
melancholy fact that 90,000 persons, between the ages of 
six and twenty years, could read neither English nor 
Gaelic. During the first two years seventy schools were 
opened, and statistics show that ultimately this Assembly 
scheme resulted in the establishment of 233 common 
schools, attended by 22,000 pupils, with 110 sewing sdiools 
besides. In the eighteenth century schools the reading 
and even the speaking of Gaelic was forbidden, but this 
led to a mechanical kind of teaching which did httle good 
to ^e learner. The Gaehc Sdiool Society provided 
Gaelic spelling bodos, though Mr William Mackay says 
that in spite of this ** the bad old system long survived in 
some districts.'' The late Rev. Dr Kenneth Maodonald, 
bom in Glen-XJrquhart in 1832^ corroborates this state- 
ment. ''Our schoolbooks," he says, ''were in En^sh, 
and not a sentence could we understand.'' Dr Madeod 
from the first set his face against this system. In a speech 
in London in 1844, he drew special attention to the fact 
that in the General Assembly's schools the Highlanders 
received instruction through the medium of their own 
beloved language. " Some present," he said, " may object 
to this system, as in th^ opinion unfavourable to the 
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cultivation of English, but this is not the case. I am 
quite satisfied that had we no higher object in view than 
the introduction of English, we oould not more effectually 
do it than through the medium of Gaelic. lliis system 
has done more to introduce English in the course of the 
last twenty years than the old system — ^that of teadiing 
through an unknown tongue — could do in a century." Dr 
Macleod's opinion is thus stated with no little emphasis. 
Certainly since his day Gaelic has gone back, and the 
knowledge of English has been vastly extended. 

It must not be for^gotten that while ignorance prevailed 
in the body of the people, an educated clergy lived in the 
Highland parishes, and disseminated an influence of 
culture as well as of religion. Dr Johnson found this to 
be the case during his famous Tour in 1773. Hie late 
Mr Sage, of Resolis, bom in 1789, relates the manner of 
his education in Latin in his father's manse at Kildonan. 
** With my father," he says, " I read Cordery*s Colloquies, 
Cornelius Nepos, Csesar, Sallust, Ovid, Viigil, Livy, and 
Horace, and along with these I was so carefidly instructed 
in the rules of Watt's Latin grammar that I shall not 
forget them as long as I live. ... As I advanced in 
the knowledge of Latin, my father prescribed my Sabbath 
tasks in that language. I began with Castalio's Dialogues, 
and, when farther advanced, read Buchanan's Ptolms." 
Mr Leask, in his Life of the late Dr Thomas Madauchlan, 
who was bom in 1816, says that Madauchlan was 
educated in a similar way in his fa therms manse at Moy. 
There also he became familiar with the Gaelic hymns of 
Dugald Buchanan, which " had an immense influence on 
the character of the Highlands." Nor was this all. Hie 
popular tales which were circulated among the peojde 
captivated young Madauchlan, and in later days he was 
of service to Campbell of Islay in forming his collection. 
'* Such," says Mr Leask, " was the educative force in the 
North at the time — Latin and folk-lore, the marchen of 
the country. Whether a newer race, reared in Board 
sdiools and on scientific extracts, crammed with the 
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tributaries of the Danube and the length of the Brahma- 
putra and the Irrawady, is more adequately prepared than 
was the old, tradned on the Latin grammar and the 
national history, is a question which Aberdeen graduates 
have not yet sufficiently considered." Let us hope, how- 
ever, that modern education is not so defective as the 
writer apprehends. 

The clergy in the North at the time comprised names 
that were locally influential, and are not yet forgotten. 
The Bev. Dr Rose, who was associated chiefly with the 
Inverness High Church, was an impressive preacher, 
and had a position in the Northern Counties, says a 
biographical sketch, ** which subsequent generations can 
hardly realise, as he left nothing bebtod to show thie 
qualities and resources of his character." His colleague, 
the Rev. Alexander dark, was another minister of great 
mental activity and a powerful preacher. The West 
Church, built for him, was opened in 1840. The North 
Church was erected in 1837, to secure the services of the 
Rev. Archibald Cook, afterwards of Daviot, whose piety 
was peculiarly acceptable to the Gaelic people. In the 
Presbytery of Inverness, the Rev. Donald Eraser, of 
Kirkhill, was the acknowledged leader of the Evangelical 
party in the district He died suddenly from the effects 
of an accident in 1836. The most inspiring pulpit 
orator, however, was Dr Macdonald, of Ferintosh, known 
as the Apostle of the North from his woi^ as an evangelist 
in the Highlands. Along with him may be mentioned 
the Rev. John Kennedy, of Killeaman (father of the late 
Dr Kennedy, of Dingwall), Mr Carment, of Rosskeen; 
and Hugh Miller's friend, Mr Stewart, of Cromarty. 

In our flrst voliune we gave statistics relating to the 
population in the beginning of the century in the Ave 
(nominally six) Northern Counties of Inverness, Nairn, 
Ross, and Cromarty, Sutherland and Caithness. In the 
year 1801 the total population oi these counties was 
183,038, and in 1821 it had risen to 221,012. In the 
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beginning cf the twentieth century the popiilation in the 
same region reached 2314^5, showing an increase ci 
48,117 as compared with the first date, and of 10,143 as 
compared with the second. But in the period which we 
have now reached the comparison gives quite different 
results. The population in the five counties, reckoning 
them as a whole, went on increasing until the middle of 
the nineteenth century, and after that fell off steadily 
until in 1901 the total was actually 7863 lower than in 
1831, 15,671 lower than in 1841, and 22,^10 low^ than 
in 1851. During the half -century from 1851 onwards, the 
population of Scotland rose from 2,888,742 to 4,472,103, 
but the large cities and industrial centres account for 
the increase. While rural districts have suffered every- 
where, the decrease in the Northern area is specially 
marked. As it happens, the population of the county of 
Inverness reached its highest in the year 1841, but the 
gross total of the five counties attained its maximum in 
the next decade. For convenience, we embrace the year 
1851 in the present comparison. The figures for the thref 
decades ending in that year come out as follows : — 

1831 1841 1851 

Inremefs 94,797 97,799 96,500 

Nairnshire 9,354 9,217 9,956 

Rom, sod Cromarty ... 74,820 78,685 82,707 

SutherUnd 25,518 24,782 25,793 

Ckithnew 34,529 36,343 38,709 

239,018 246,826 253,665 

The population of the same counties in 1901 was as 
follows: — 



InTemess 
Nairn ... 

Boss and Cromarty 
Sutherland 
Caithness 



90,104 
9,291 
76,450 
21,440 
33,870 



231,155 
The continuous decrease which reached such dimensions 
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inl901 did not, it is to be feared, end there. No doubt 
can be entertained that during the last five years there 
has been a further falling off. In many material 
respects progress was made during the past half-century, 
but in the matter of population the decay is serious. At 
the bottom of it all economic causes play an important 
part The evictions which took place from time to time 
have fixed themselves in public memory, but they can 
only be regarded as lamentable incidents in a widespread 
movement. As a matter of fact, most of them occurred 
either in the first two decades of the nineteenth centuiy, 
or in the middle of it when population was at its culmin- 
ating point. The stream of migration and emigration 
from the Highlands is part of a great problem, affecting 
many parts of the world as well as this country. Canada 
is at the present time draining us of our most active 
youth. The situation as it now exists is only an intensi- 
fied form of a process which has long being going on. 
A typical case is presented by the parish of Urquhart and 
Glenmoriston^ which had a population of 2663 in 1801 
and of 3280 in 1851; whereas in 1901 it had fallen to 
1828. The reduction, says Mr William Mackay, the 
historian of the parish, '' is accounted for by the fact that 
the young men are not now satisfied with remaining at 
home as their fathers did, but go out into the world, and 
that the yoimg women also go out to better themsdLves 
elsewhere." The truth is that in the Highlands our 
natural resources are limited. We have no minerals to 
develop. Water-power may come to be useful, but it is 
only at the stage of experiment. Sheep-farming fell on 
evil times, and its area has certainly diminished one-lhird, 
perhaps nearly one-half, during the last twenty years. 
Deer forests have kept up values, but they are incom- 
patible with a niunerous population. The growth of 
villages as summer and health resorts, and the increase 
of towns which possess golf-links, are the most apparent 
signs of advance. The Crofters Act has diminished dis- 
content, and has helped in many quarters to improve 
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dwellings, but it lias not stopped the decline of population. 
8uch conditions present a problem which has not yet bera 
considered as a whole. All that need be said here is 
that in the interests of the Highlands the daims of 
sport, of agriculture, of small holdings, of pastoral farm- 
ing, and of the village residents, must all be kept in view. 
To disregard any one of them is perilous. The fact that 
people nowadays will not live under former conditions, 
especially when they have hopes of making comfortable 
homes elsewhere ; the fact that sheep farming succumbed 
to a fall in prices, the deterioration of paatures, and the 
increase in the expense of working; the fact also that 
without sporting rents the weight of taxation would 
become crushing in its severity — all these facts and others 
like them have to be pondered in seeking a solution of 
the difficulties of the time. 

In the period which the present volume covers we have 
to do with the state of the Highlands under the condi- 
tions which then prevailed. While the poptilation was 
niunerous and increasing, a great amount of distress 
existed. This, indeed, was not confined to the Highlands. 
The fluctuations in industry and in agricultural prices 
called forth frequent complaints from other parts of the 
country. Those social troubles which produced the 
Chartist movement were in active operation. In the 
Highlands, however, the case was aggravated at an early 
stage by sudden changes in the law which had made kelp 
gathering for nearly forty years a remunerative industry 
on the West Coast and in the Islands. It is with this 
region that the present pages chiefly deal. Kelp pro- 
duced an alkali which formed an ingredient in the 
manufacture of soap and other commodities. The same 
substance could be obtained at a cheaper rate from 
Spanish barilla, but a heavy duty kept it out. This duty 
rose from £5 5s per ton in 1787 to £11 per ton in 1819, 
and the price of alkali rose in proportion. But the 
manufacturers clamoured for reduction — ^rightly enough 
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from their point of view — and siicceeded in obtaining it. 
In 1822 the duty oi barilla was reduced to £S, in 1823 
to £by and in 1830 to £2. At a later date it was removed 
altogether, but even before that time the reductions in- 
flicted great hardship on a poor population. The price 
of alkali fell from £11 per ton to £4. It is said that at 
the height of the kelp industry from 40,000 to 50,000 
people were dependent on it. The steady growth ci 
population intensified the misery which followed. Land- 
iorda became embarrassed as well as people ; yet it is not 
to be forgotten that landlords often endeavoured to provide 
work to stave off destitution. It is recorded, for instance, 
that in Skye in 1828 a sum oi £15,000 had been spent in 
this way on the Macdonald estates. 

Throughout the period there are ccmstant references 
to distress and to emigraticm. In the summer of 1828 two 
vessels sailed from Lochmaddy for Canada, with 600 souls 
on board, and others were preparing to follow. In 1829 
vessels left Skye for Cape Breton; in 1830 "the fever ci 
emigration " was raging in the coimty of Sutherland, and 
vessels departed for Canada carrying, it is said, over 900 
persons. At a meeting in Edinburgh in 1831, to 
present a memorial against the reduction of the duty on 
barilla, it was stated that in the Uists and Benbecula the 
population numbered 12,500 persons, and that 7000 or 
8000 had no means of support, except the gathering of 
kelp. The representation had no effect It was a ques- 
tion of diverse interests, in which the remote and the 
weaker went to the wall. An entry in July 1831 states 
that the poor peoj^ in the islands were most wretched. 
" Their best food consists of shell-flsh, and a kind of broth 
made of sea-weed, nettles, and other wild plants, into 
which is infused a small sprinkling of oatmeaL" In 1836 
the island of Lewis suffered terribly from a cold spring, 
which destroyed the lambs and caused the death of several 
thousand sheep and 700 head of cattle and horses. Next 
year we are told that the failure of the crops in the 
western districts for two successive seasons had intensified 
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til* <bKPUL aavi aa ac^casa^ £:r 

to Esdiiicri «ui MJUJBuL Tbt waa ol fad a 3nr« 

tfae ^u^MmM^A rjwsea heaq 'txrjsnrM sacss tke 
cduET faoiliaMu ^ We izov aoc.^ n s 
Uctofj of tbfr BEr:ijc pw^^^ er^r prsBCEriai sack 
ol fer«re OBmitzsasei vaci scd sdaerr as are rffrmpf-rfifd 
at thai B^Mneitt iii 'xtt cutt d ziJt pcnr HJs^Iaadecs.'' A 
committee waa f crzEAd is. Giaae^yv vrxc raiiaed a ism of 
Bearlr JtZfiWj, ^nd ^id csuse alao frcsi otbsr qoarten, 
tadwiin^ lbs GoTerczn^fit. 

There fa no iaubfac&oci fn dvc£Hziz on these tiixii^ 

but in the historr of the usLe tLrr ramc^ be (Trerioaked. 

It mnat be mnembfercd that this s^ze cf zeaooi exated 

befcre the ooming of the zreat prAJiZo fajn:ne, ahhoagb 

tb«v ar& indicatiocj that pc^tatoes vere aireadj becuming 

A preearioaa crop. Tlie circmnstaiLoes cf Skje are de- 

Kribed in a paper pablbhed in 1*3? bj the late Ber. 

Alexander Maii^ere^Tjc rion? minirjer of the West drardi, 

InrtnuM^}, who waa then a licentiate of the Chnrch living 

in the manae of Kilmair. He sets down the dea iitnti op 

aa doe to the failnre of kelp and herring, the fall in the 

price of Made cattle, and the cessation of road-making. 

l€r Maqn^or blames the custom of early and im|Mrovi' 

dent marriages, the low state of husbandry, and the 

conatant subdivision of the soil, in consequence of which 

the population on many farms had doubled within sixteen 

jreara. He also mentioned that when emigration carried 

mwmy tlie able-bodied, they left behind aged relativea 

who had lost their means of support. From all the 

err/wded disiricia movement to the colonies went forward. 

In 1838 it is stated that an extensive voluntary emigration 

had occurred in Lochaber during the previous two years, 

mnd that 1200 persons (one thinks there must be scHne 

miatake in the figures) were now prepared to emigrate to 

AijatraJia under the Colonial Act, which provided for free 

rn- nminUid passages. In the same year a ship with 280 

emlgranU from the counties of Rosa and Inverness saOed 
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from Cromarty, and had a sad experience^ as the vessel 
was leaky and the food insufficient. Evictions which 
occurred at the time in the island of Harris excited much 
comment. In the latter part of 1841 there were riots at 
Durness, in Sutherland, caused by evictions which the local 
tacksmen attempted to carry out. Other cases belong to 
a subsequent time. 

To resume the more general record. In 1840 Sir 
Robert Inglis called attention in ihe House of Commons 
to the sad circimistances of the Highland people, asserting 
that many of them had taken a pledge to confine them- 
selves to one meal a day. The editor of the '' Courier " 
sud he had never heard of such a pledge, and at the 
moment there was no unusual crisis, but thousands lived 
constantly on the verge of destitution, " dependent solely 
on the potato crop." The Inverness Town Council 
declared that an organised system of emigration was im- 
periously called for. In August 1840 it is recorded that 
three vessels, represented by one firm of agents, had in 
course of the season carried away 463 persons from the 
North Coast, and that 248 were from Caithness. Over 
500 persons went away from Uig and Tobermory in 1840. 
The parish minister of Croick, in Boss-shire, accompanied 
a band of emigrants from that district and from Assynt 
to Nova Scotia. In the spring of 1841 a ship with 190 
emigrants, most of them from the parish of Reay, sailed 
from Scrabster. In the same year Mr Henry Baillie, 
member for Inverness-shire, obtained a Committee of 
Inquiry from the House of Commons. He also pleaded 
for a grant of money, but this was refused. Mr Badllie 
said that " owing to the depression of the kelp trade, by 
the reduction of the duties on salt, sulphur, and barilla, 
many of the Highland estates were ruined, and the 
tenants and occupants deprived of the means of living." 
In course of the inquiry, one of the ministers of Inverness 
attributed the destitution to the injudicious means taken 
to prevent emigration in the beginning of the century. 
The Committee, when it reported, found that an excess 
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of population existed on the western coasta of the countiee 
of Ai^U, Inyemess, and Ross, and in the islands ; " and 
this excess of population, who are for the most part, for 
a period of every year, in a state of destitution, was 
variously calculated at from 45,000 to 80,000 souls." 
The Committee was fiu-ther informed "that the famine 
and destitution in the years 1836 and 1837 was so 
extensive that many thousands would have died of 
starvation had it not been for the assistance which they 
received from the Government and the public; that the 
sum of £70,000 was collected and distributed at that 
period in the shape of food and clothing, and all the 
witnesses were of opinion that this district of the coimtry 
was liable to similar visitations in succeeding years." 
Such was the condition of the people in the western 
districts and in a few spots on the mainland. It would 
be a mistake to suppose that it was anything like 
imiversal. In many fertile glens a moderate degree of 
comfort prevailed. The remedy proposed by the Com- 
mittee was emigration, assisted and regulated by the 
Government. 

Sheep farming, which had taken a substantial hold 
in the Highlands before the end of the eighteenth 
century, developed steadily in subsequent times. A Par- 
liamentary paper published in the History of the Highland 
and Agricultural Society, gives a tabulated statement of 
the acreage and live stock in the counties of Scotland for 
the year 1811. The document is taken from a careful 
digest made from authentic sources by Mr J. Marshall, 
and printed on the recommendation of a Committee of 
the House of Conmions in 1833. From this paper we 
take the following figures of the sheep stock in the North- 
em Highland Counties in 1811 : — 

Invemess^hire, Mainland, and Islands 154,000 

Boss and Cromarty 50,946 

Sutherland 37,130 

Caithness 12,748 

254,824 
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In this oomputatioia the Island of Lewis is reckoned witli 
the other Hebridean Islands, so that a little more than 
its fair proportion is assigned to the county of Inverness. 
On the mainland of the county the numbers are given as 
50,000, about a third of the total for the shire and Lewis. 
Authentic figures are not to be obtained for many years 
afterwards. The establishment of the Inverness Wool 
Market in 1817 proves the rapid extension of the industry. 
We find it stated in our columns in 1827 that according 
to the best information "about 120,000 stones of wool 
and 150,000 sheep were disposed of on terms generally 
agreeable to all parties." This, however, seems to have 
been an unusually prosperous year. In the first edition 
of the Andersons' Guide to the Highlands, published in 
1834, the average amount of transactions at the market 
is computed at 100,000 sheep and as many stones of wooL 
The same work states that in a report of a committee 
appointed at the market of 1832, the number of sheep 
annually exported from Invemess-shdre was estimated at 
100,000, and that all the other northern counties yi^ded 
nearly the same amount, making a total export of about 
200,000. In the opinion of the authors, " the modem 
system of sheep-farming on a great scale seems to have 
been too generally adopted, with an inconsiderable degree 
of expedition, in some districts of the Highlands." 
Cheviot stock had by this time become the favourite 
breed in suitable localities. For the sake of comparison 
we give the numbers in the various counties, as reported 
by Mr Hall Maxwell, secretary to the Highland Society, 
in 1854. Under pressure from the Society, the Board 
of Trade requested its directors to collect statistics,, and 
the following are the returns of sheep in the Northern 
Counties: — 

Invemess-shire in 1864 542,028 

Bo86 and Cromarty, do. 251,619 

Sutherland, do. 162,103 

Caithness, do 75,469 

1,031,219 
In 1855, the return for Sutherland is 200,553 



TTTTt- BBEEP AT THB PRESEHT DAT. 

The vast increase whidi had taken place in forty^hiee 
yean is the most condnsive proof of the economic change 
which had occurred in the Highlands within the period. 
For another quarter of a century the sheep industry con- 
tinued, with some fluctuations, to expand, but since thtfi 
vital changes have greatly transformed the Highland 
area. The returns recently issued by the Board of Trade 
give the following figures tar 1906 : — 

Invemefls-fthire 532,880 

Bom and Cromarty 262,002 

Sutherland .-. ... ... ... ... ••• 195,458 

Gaithnest ..• ... ... ... ... ... 124,197 

Total 1,114,532 

It win be observed that the total now is not much greater 
than it was in 1854, and if allowance were made for the 
imperfect character of the early returns, the diff^nwice 
would probably be imperceptible. Hie fact that arable 
farmers nowadays keep many more sheep than in former 
times, likewise disguises in the statistics the actual reduc- 
tion which has rec^itly taken jdace in the sheep-farming 
area. 

A change was coming over the agriculture of the 
district similar to that which had occurred in pastoral 
farming, though slower in operation. The old primitive 
system of tillage was disappearing. The work of reclamar 
tion had begun, which continued unlil the middle of the 
seventies, when the drop in prices made it unprofitable. 
Improved qualitieei of seed were introduced, and draining 
and fencing went forward. A note in our columns in 
1839 draws attention to the great improvement whidi 
had occurred within the previous twelve years, enabling 
many parishes which had formerly imported produce to 
contribute a share of ezporta " Thorough drainage and 
bonedust," it is stated, " have revolutionised the surface 
of the earth; and if the whole kingdom were brought 
imder the improved system of tillage, the com produce erf 
Britain would far exceed the wants of its population," 
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Though this hope was destined to disappointment, the 
paragraph shows the spirit of activity that prevailed. The 
Inverness Farmer Society was resuscitated, and societies 
in other places stimulated general interest. Ploughing 
matches were held for the encouragement of farm servants. 
They were not exactly a new development, but they seem 
to have been revived and made more popular. 

The Highland and Agricultural Society did yeoman 
service in imparting an impulse to every form of agricul- 
ture. At the first show of this Society held at Inverness 
in 1831, shorthorn cattle were represented by only two 
oowB, and the Aberdeenshire polled by two bulls, four 
heifers, and one cow. There was, however, a good display 
of Highland stock, and a fair representation of Galloways, 
though the latter were in the hands of three exhibitors. 
The show of sheep was extremely small, but this must 
have been due to difficulties of transit rather than to any 
other cause. Horses made a more satisfactory appear- 
ance. At the second show„ held in 1839, there was a 
great advance. Highland cattle were again to the front, 
but other classes had multiplied. In shorthorns there 
were twelve aged bulls (three from the south of Scotland), 
three yearling bulls, and four bull calves ; also nine cows 
and four heifers. In polled cattle, oi all classes, there 
were eight bulls, nine cows, and five pairs of heifers. 
There were also a few Ayrshires, with a considerable 
display of extra stock. Horses are described as a meagre 
show. In sheep the blackfaced were few, but the display 
of Cheviots seems to have impressed some of the visitors. 
The official history of the Society, from which we have 
drawn these particulars, says merely that they ** mustered 
fairly." This evidently refers to numbers. The con- 
temporary report in our columns, speaking doubtless of 
quality, and using language of pardonable exaggeration, 
says that " the show of Cheviots was by far the best that 
had ever been exhibited under the auspices of the Society." 
In o(»Toboration of the remark, we are told that "a 
gentleiman from Northumberland states that at the ezhibi- 
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tions in the North of England, no such Cheviot wethers 
had ever been exhibited." Wherever the exact truth on 
thia point m&y he, it is clear that Cheviot sheep were now 
in the ascendant in the district A few Leicesters and 
Southdowna were also forward. The gate money at Inver- 
ness in 1831 was X71 ISs 6d, and in 1839, £211 la 6d. 
The second show was a, great affair in the North. It was 
celebrated by a dinner, at which about 780 persons 
attended, accommodation being provided in a pavilicn 
specially erected. Our report mentions that the entries 
at the show numbered 879, "within about twenty of lie 
great Glasgow Exhibition." 



Farm buildings began to share in the general improve- 
ment. In 1827 a newspaper letter avera that three- 
fourths, or even four-fiflbs. of the Highland peasantry 
lived in black huts of a well-known type, atitl existing in 
the Hebrides. Much better provision was made for the 
pastoral and larger class of agricultural farmers, but even 
their houses would seldom bear comparison with those of 
the present day. The Messre Anderson are again an 
authority that may bo quoted. " The residences of the 
better classes in the Highlands," they say, " are now 
(1834) provided with the usual comforts and conveniences 
of life. Farm-houses of moderate pretensions are not in 
general remarkable for neatness or comfort; but the 
better class of such dwellings are substantial and well- 
fumished, while the landed gentrv in many cases have 
gone to an expense in the stylo rf their houses quite 
unsuifed to the value of tlieir estates. Stone is the 
universal material used in the construction of dwelling- 
houses. These are frequently harled or white-washed 
on the outaide with slaked lime." It is doubtful if many 
farm-houses at that time were slated, and in any case 
slated farm -steadings, even in the lowlands of the district, 
were not common until a lator date. Tlie Messrs Ander- 
son give "on a rough conjecture" tJie value of the exports 
from the Highlands and Islands. They eatunate the 
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exports of sheep and wool at £250,000 a year; blaek 
cattle also at £250,000; herrings, £200,000; grain, 
£100,000; salmon, kelp, wood, pork, <fec., £100,000; 
whisky, £200,000; making a total of £1,100,000 a year. 
About half of the herring export is assigned to Caithness. 

The history of sport in the Highlands can only 
be written by an expert, but side-lights are thrown upon 
it from many sources, including our newspaper columns. 
The fascinations of sport in all its forms, on moors, in 
deer forests, in lochs and rivers, existed long before they 
became a source of sohd income to Highland proprietors. 
Payments may have been made by visitors on a limited 
scale before there was any general system of letting, but 
the liberty to shoot was evidently in manv cases an oppor- 
tunity for hospitality. We can go back to Colonel 
Thornton's tour in Scotland in 1786, when he occupied 
Raitts, in Badenoch, and enjoyed shooting and fishing 
throughout the whole district. This was not his first 
visit, for he mentions having been in the Highlands ten 
or twelve years before, and notes the ''luxury and 
effeminacy" that had crept in during the interval. As 

time went on visitors became more numerous, and prac- 
tised sport in a free and easy fashion. The following 
advertisement which appears in the ''Invemes Journal" 
of October 2nd, 1907, tells its own story: — 

" Presebvation of Game. — Sir George Mackenzie of 
Coul, Bart. ; Sir Roderick Mackenzie of Scatwell, Bart ; 
Henry Davidson, Esq. of Tulloch; William Mackenzie, 
Esq. of Strathgarve ; and Alex. Mackenzie, Esq. of Ord, 
having found the game on their Estates very scarce, owing 
partly to the severity of last spring, but chiefly to un- 
authorised persons destroying it, and travellers shooting 
on their way to and from Lochbroom, have resolved to 
prevent, by every means in their power, all unqualified 
and imauthorised persons from injuring it. They there- 
fore give warning to all persons who may have occasion 
to travel on the Ullapool Road, and to all others, not 
to shoot <m their grounds; and request of their friends 
not to ask leave to sport on their property during the 
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remainder of ihis, or during tihe next season, as then a 
jubilee is to be given to the Game/' 

Advertisements asking friends to avoid for a season 
making requests for sport appear occasionally at later 
datea As a rule, however, in the opening decades ol 
the nineteenth century many gay parties found entertain- 
ment during the autumn months. In 1811 Sir Humphry 
Davy was in the North, and again in 1821 he was shoot- 
ing and fishing in Ros&shire, ''taking the campaign 
against the grouse" on the moors of Sir (xeorge Mackenzie 
of Coul. The Duchess of Gordon, who died in 1812, may 
have looked on Kinrara (if we may judge from letters 
recently published) as in some measure an exile„ but her 
presence there added to the liveliness of the district Her 
daughter, the Duchess of Bedford, kept up the succession, 
and her son, best known as the Marquis of Huntly, 
delighted in having friends around him on. his Bade- 
noch property. In 1816 there are newspaper records 
of heavy bags on the Badenoch moors, all the heavier, 
it was supposed, because unfavourable weather had driven 
the grouse to the lower grounds. In the early thirties 
the traffic in August is reported as heavy — " there never 
was a time when the Highlands had so many visitors.'' 
Good roads, coaches, and steamers were now carrying 
their autumn freights to the Highlands. The growth of 
shooting rents is noted by the Messrs Anderson in their 
Guide in 1834. '' It has now,'' they say, ''become a com- 
mon practice for Highland proprietors to let the right of 
shooting on their grounds. Moors may be had at all 
prices from £50 to £500 for the season, with acoommodsr 
tions varying according to the circumstances." We fancy 
the latter figure was very exceptional. The late Earl 6t 
Malmesbury in his Memoirs gives us some particulars. 
Writing of the year 1833, he says : — 

"This was the first year that the Highlands became 
the rage and that deer forests were made and rented, 
but for prices not exceeding £300 a year. Sir Hany 
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Qocxlrick, who maa a leader among the young bunting 
men, hired Mar Forest, and Lord Kinnaird, FeaJar in 
Athol. We paid the latter a visit in August, at Rossie 
Priory, and I went with him, Mr Errington and Count 
Matuachewibi, the Russian Ambassador, to a bothy at 
Fealar. ... I went later to the Isle of Skye and 
to Harris. I was harboured at the latter by Mr Stewart, 
a gentleman farmer and breeder of cattle, and had the 
run of the island, which belonged then to Macleod. and 
the grouse, deer forest, and fishing, all of which are first- 
rate, were offered to me tor £25 a. year. It has been 
purchased since by Lord Duuiaore, and the sporting right 
let for £2000 a year. At that time (1833) a stranger 
could fish and shoot over almost any part of the Highlands, 
without interruption, the letting value of the frrae naturae 
being unlinown to their possessors." 

Hie Andersons, however, afford contemporary evidence 
that the change, at least as regards grouse shooting, had 
begun earlier than Lord Mabnesbury remembered. His 
own first experience as a lessee, it wiU be observed, was in 
a district which was then considered remote. Sir Alex- 
ander Muir Mackenzie thinks that the renting of moois 
commenced about 1809 (Chambers's Journal, February 
1906). It this was so the returns for years must have 
been too small to be reckoned important. It was in the 
end of the twenties and tlie beginning of tlie thirtiea that 
the business began to assume considerable proportiona. 
The late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E.. who was bom in 1803 
and died in 1883, corroborates this in his Reminiscences. 
He says that in early days *' it was reckoned mean to take 
money for tlie privilege of shooting and fishing, and the 
letting which now brings in such vast revenues did not 
become general till 1826 or 1830." Probably Sir Alex- 
ander Mtdr Mackenzie refers to the Southern Highlands, 
where letting seems to have begun earlier than in the 
North 

The late Evander Maciver says that when he entered in 
1834 on the factorship of the Tulloch estates in Ross-shire, 
there was only one shooting let, Achnaclerach, near Garve, 
at a rent of £100 a year. The Locbbroom shootings, he 
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9myB, had never been let, and all the shootings round 
TuUoch were kept in the proprietor's own hands. We 
find it noted in our columns in 1835, that is the very next 
year, that Lord Southampton had taken the shootings and 
fishings of Lodibroom, and in the same year there is a 
list of forty sportsmen in shooting quarters. In that year 
also the shootings and fishings of Strathconon are adver- 
tised, with the information that the place had been let for 
three years previously, and that its tenants certified that 
it afforded excellent sport. " One of them wrote that 
an ordinary shot might with great ease bag 20 brace of 
grouse a day, and that he and one companion killed 13 
brace of ptarmigan in about half-an-hour." The right of 
shooting over extensive districts in Sutherland — ^to include 
red-dieer ''with certain limitations'' — ^was adv^iised in 
1836; the shootings of Achnasheen in 1837. In 1840 a 
tract in Lochaber, extending to about 20,000 imperial 
acres, was advertised aa suitable for conversion into a deer 
forest, the inducement being held out that ''by adding 
three or four thousand acres more, these farms might be 
brought almost into contact with an old-established regular 
foiest, which has been for a century or two strictly reserved 
from she^ and cattle, and is at pres^it well stocked with 
deer." The deer forest of Glenloyne, on the Glengarry 
estates, was in existence at the same time, having been 
formed by the last notable chief, who was an ardent 
qportsmaiL 

An article which appears in our columns in 1841 gives 
an estimate of the value that was then attached to High- 
land shootings. It is stated that ground capaUe ai 
yielding 500 brace of grouse would let for £125, and if 
the house accommodation was good and the moor of high 
reputation, "we have known lOs a brace offered for a 
month's shooting" — a rate which would work out at a 
rent of £250. One red deer, we are told, was equal to a 
hundred brace of grouse, which would mean a rental of 
from £25 to £50 per head of deer. About the end of oar 
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poriod books on sport began to be published, the most 
famous being those of Mr William Scrope and Mr John 
Colqtihoun; later came the works of Charles St John. 
Mr Colquohun died in 1885, and writing some years earlier, 
he says—" Forty years ago there were no Scotdi sporting 
books, and the few English ones were merely works of 
instruction and dry detail. Now, however, the Scotch 
books on mountain, forest, and river sport occupy no mean 
place in our national literature. How much these books 
stimulated the demand for Scotch shootings it would be 
difficult to say; at all events, wild shooting rose pro- 
digiously in the market after their publication. Forty 
years ago capital small ranges were to be had from £160 
to £180. The rapidity with which these rose to thiioe 
that amount was most disheartening to keen grouse- 
shooters of moderate incomes. The competition for the 
firstrclass beats was even greater, and I have been told 
by agents that the claimants bid each other up to such a 
figure that they were sometimes ashamed to take the 
highest offer.'' Sir Alexander Muir Mackenzie says that 
the Drumouchter shootings let for £80 or £90 in early 
days, while in 1906 they had risen to £800. 

Coaching was in its heyday during our period and for 
some time thereafter. A daily mail began to run between 
Inverness and Aberdeen in 1811, and there was no change 
in the official route for the next twenty-five years. But 
the central road! to Perth had advantages which com- 
mended it to private enterprise. There was an attempt 
to run a coach upon it in 1806, which was continued by 
an enterprising solicitor, Mr Peter Anderson, after it had 
been abandoned by his associates. In 1809 we had a 
regular service established, three times a week in summer 
and twice a week in winter, which was destined to endure. 
In 1826 there was an effort to make the service daily, but 
judging from subsequent notices, it was premature. Until 
1836 the Caledonian Coach, as it was called, continued 
to travel according to the original arrangement, being 
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latterly crowded in the autumii montlia yriih tourisiB, 
sportsmen, and their baggage. At length, in the sum- 
mer of 1836, the Government acceded to petitions to run 
a daily mail between Inverness and Perth, and the Cale- 
donian was withdrawn to make room for the postal con- 
veyance, which was " spick and span new, with new guards 
in new liveries, and horses that find no difficulty, even at 
tbe ugly Pass of Slockmuick, in clearing nine miles an 
hour." At the same time there were no fewer than four 
daily coaches running between Inverness and Aberdeen, 
and even at an earlier date it is stated that seven different 
stage coaches passed daily to and from Inverness. One 
can understand how much liveliness this created in the 
streets of the town. Mr Joseph Mitchell enables us to 
realise the condition of travelling in those days. He 
says: — 

"In my early days coaching was very slow and im- 
perfect The coachman's drive was limited to one stage 
of ten or twelve miles; thereafter he tended his horses 
and prepared them for the return journey. His reward 
was sixpence from each passenger. The roads throughout 
the country became very mudi improved between 1830 
and 1840, and coaches improved also and became 
numerous. A few years after 1840 coaching in Scotland 
was brought to its greatest perfection. A great impetus 
was given to it by an association of some county gentle- 
men, chiefly Mr Hamsay of Bamton, Mr Barclay of XJry, 
Lord Glenlyon, and others. They started a coach 
between Edinburgh and Aberdeen. Their coaches were 
luxtu*ious and handsome, the horses beautifully matched, 
and of the first character, harness in good taste and of the 
best quality. The drivers and guards, in their uniform of 
red coats and yellow collars, were steady and respectable 
men, great favourites on the road, obliging, full of con- 
versation and local knowledge, and several dt these played 
with no mean talent on the bugle and comet, lime was 
kept to a minute, and so complete and perfect was the 
whole establishment that a higMy paid veterinary surgeon 
was employed to tend the horses and see that ^ey were 
properly looked to." 

During the same time steamers plied on the Cale- 



CONDinOK OF INNS. ZLI. 

donian Canal and in the western seas, and ventures were 
made in the Moray Firth, but at first with only partial 
success. As travelling increased, the accommodation for 
traveUers improved. There is a curious passage in the 
Guide-Book so often quoted, commending the better class 
of inns on frequented routes, and saying that even in 
other houses the tourist wiU often be agreeably surprised. — 

"Considering the recent establishment of these inns, 
and the want of familiarity on the part of the Highland 
peasantry with the more refined habits and comforts of 
the South, the business oi innkeeping has fully kept pace 
with the other improvements of the coimtry. If much 
refinement and elegance is not to be seen, there is at least 
abundance of substantial commodities; no lack of black- 
faced mutton and poultry, with the addition of salmon, 
and various other excellent fish, on the searcoasts; and 
indeed scarcely a bum but affords trout. Hie traveller 
may everywhere calculate on the luxuries of tea and sugar, 
and generally loaf -bred or biscuits; eggs and milk, with 
whis%, &c., always in abimdance. . . . We may add 
that the horse will be as well off as the rider, good stabling 
being seldom wanting. Neither need the Saxon be appre- 
hensive of finding himself at a loss to make his wants 
known, as it verv rarely happens that individuals are not 
met with who understand the English language." 

Hie condition of the Caledonian Canal engaged atten- 
tion in 1839. Mr Walker, C.E., reported that extens- 
sive operations were necessary to give the undertaking a 
fair chance of accomplishing its purpose, and a scheme was 
set agoing for leasing it to a company for a period of years. 
A bill with this object actually passed, but the Commis- 
sioners were imable to effect a transfer on the terms pro- 
posed, and they had ultimately to undertake the work at 
the public expense. 

The Northern Institution for the Promotion of Science 
and Literature was founded in 1825, and had a life of 
ten years. It was a gallant attempt to establish a society 
for the purposes of local research, but came rather before 
its time. Its general secretajry and chief promoter was 
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Mr George AnderBOQy then a young solicitor, a membor 
d a family who did much to excite interest in acientifio 
pursuits, chiefly arduBological and geologicaL His elder 
brother, Mr John Anderson, W.S., was secretary to the 
Society of Antiquaries, and his younger brother, Mr 
Peter Anderson, was afterwards associated with Greoige 
as a legal practitioner, and as jcnnt author of the Guide 
to the Highlands, a work to whidi frequ^it r^erence has 
already been made. llieir father, Mr Peter Anderson, 
an active and prosperous Inverness solicits, and a leader 
in public improvements, died in 1823. At the first meet- 
ing of the Northern Institution one of the vioe-presidentB, 
Sir George Mackenzie of Coul, pre^ded, and oS&red a 
gold medal for the best essay on the State of Society in 
the Highlands in 1745, and on the progress which had 
been made during the subsequent period. The jxixe was 
awarded to Mr John Anderscm, and presented to him 
at a meeting held in October 1826. His essay, al(mg with 
an address delivered on the occasion by Sir George Mac- 
kenzie, was published in 1827 by Mr William Tait, 
Edinburgh. Th^re is much that is interesting both in 
the address and the essay. Both speak of the changes 
that had taken j^ace in the managunent <A Highland 
estates. Sir Gre<M*ge suggests that serious consequences 
would have followed if the people had been left undis- 
turbed. *' To those," he says, " possessed of the talent 
€^ observation, who are acquainted with the habits of 
the Highlanders, it is obvious that misery and wretdied- 
ness would have resulted to the population and beggary 
to the prt^Mietors, while the country would have continued 
a wilderness.'' Mr John Anderson takes a more sympa- 
thetic view. He acknowledges the importance of the 
introduction of sheep, but thinks that the work was carried 
out with inconsiderate rapidity and impatience. " It was 
certainly," he says, " the imperative duty of the chief, in 
sheathing his sword, to have provided for the martial 
soldiers who had done his behests in the stirring times of 
dan warfare; and to have afforded them an asjlum, 
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either on Uie sea-coast, to which his new policy did not 
reach, or in other valleys as yet undevoted to the universal 
doom." Mr Anderson gives instances of the advance in 
the value of landed property, rentals or purchase prices 
having increased from six to eight times within a period 
of forty years. These figures show the temptations to 
which proprietors were subjected. 

The Northern Institution began with great prospects 
of success. In its first year the society numbered 100 
ordinary members and 49 corresponding members. The 
list included distinguished names, among them that of 
Sir Walter Scott, who was always ready to assist inquiry 
into the history of the past The institution in less than 
two years received 156 donations for its museum, many 
of them comprising collections of great interest. Financial 
support, however, proved intermittent, and in the end 
insufficient, and in 1834 the museum was handed over 
to the directors of the Academy, who agreed to pay the 
debts of the society, amounting to about £80. '' The coins 
alone,'' we are told, ** if sold as bullion, are worth this 
sum.'' After various vicissitudes the relics of the museum 
now lie in the upper rooms of the Free Library buildings, 
along with other gifts, mostly provided by the Inverness 
Keid Club, which started in 1876 in more fortunate 
circumstanoee than its predecessor, and still enjoys a 
healthy and vigorous life. The name of the Northern 
Institation is chiefly known to the pul^c from the passage 
in Hugh Miller's " Schoc^s and Schoolmaaters," telling how 
he called on Mr George Anderson with a poetical address 
to the members, written in imitation of the illuminated 
manuscripts of mediaeval times. At a meeting held years 
afterwards — ^indeed, the year after the museum was handed 
over to the Academy — Mr Anderson had the pleasiire of 
showing fossil fishes from the Old Red Sandstone which 
Miller had sent from Cromarty. The Anderson brothers 
wrote on many subjects (see " An Inverness Lawyer and 
his Sons," by Isabel Harriet Anderson, Aberdeen 1900). 
John Anderson, W.S., died in 1839, from the effects of an 
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accident, in the West Indian Island of St Vincent, where 
he had been appointed Justice. Mr Peter Anderson, 
the youngest, died in 1868, while Mr George Anderson 
survived until 1878. 

The subjects of interest in the period are so numerous 
that this introduction might be indefinitely prolonged. 
For details, however, readers must be referred to the body 
of the work. The late Dr Carruthers became editor of 
the '' Courier " in 1828, and for fifty years superintended 
the journal as editor and proprietor. His early relations 
with Hugh Miller are illustrated under their proper dates. 
Sales of property and the sums paid for them indi- 
cate some of the changes that were in progress. The 
establishment of the Caledonian Bank in 1838 contri- 
buted to the prosperity of the district The popula- 
tion of the royal bui^h of Inverness in 1841 is 
given as 9100, and of the landward part as 6318, making 
a total of 15,418. In the previous returns the town and 
parish were not discriminated, and if the expression " royal 
bui^h" is to be taken as exact, a portion of the town 
must have been included in the landward part in 1841. 
The totAl of both town and parish in 1801 was 8732, and 
at the last census (1901) it had risen to 27,046. The com- 
parison is best taken as embracing both town and parish, 
as the boundaries otherwise are rather xmcertain. The 
population that could properly be called urban numbered 
23,066 in 1901. 
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(Ira Second Series of Not«B on 
the Nineteenth Centnry bo- 
gins with the year 18S5. It 
ffill be observed that the 
Northern Institution, a so- 
oiety of the same nature as 
the Inrerness Field Clnb, was started this 
year throngh the energy rf the late Mr 
Ueorge Andeison, solicitor. The institn- 
tion existed for a good many yesTS, and 
fonned a Mnsenm, of wliich some fra;;menlB still 
remftin io the Free LibrBryBnildtDg^, angmented 
by anbeequent donations. The most interestins 
crtidea in the old Mnsenm, however, disap- 
peared before it was resnacitated. The 
Northern Institution did good work in its 
day. TJnfortcnately it did not isaae Trans- 
actions, and no permanent record remains, 
except a prise essay written by Mr John 
Anderson on the State of Society in the 
Highlands in the period succeeding 1745. 

In the summer of 1825 Marshal Maodonald, 
I>uke of Tarentnm, visited the battle-field of 
Culloden and the home of his parental ances- 
tors in the Hebrides. He was the son of Niel 
Mscdonald or Mackichan, a preceptor in the 
Clanranald family, who accompanied Prince 
Charles and Flora Macdonold in their hosard- 
ODS journey through Skye. He had been 
educated at the Soots College in Paris, and 
it b recorded, "[H'oved a great comfort to the 
Prince in his wanderings, by talking to him 
in the French language about matters of im- 
portance in tbeir difficulties." Mackichan 
himself escaped to France, where he was ap- 
pointed on officer in Lord Ogilvie's regiment 
of the Scots Brigade in the French serrice. 
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His son, the famous Marshal, was horn in 
1765, and entered the army at an early age. 
Though one of Napoleon's Marshals and faith- 
ful in his service, Macdonald was a man of 
the old school, and refused to rejoin the 
Emperor when he returned from Elha. He 
was honoured by the restored sovereigns, and 
was made Chancellor of the Legion of Honour. 
He died in 1840. Contemporary notes of his 
visit to the Highlands are given below. Bom 
at Sedan in November 1765, he was at the 
time of his visit in his sixtieth year. 

The state of Scottish prisons was at this 

time deplorable. The details which are given 
in an official report imder date November 
16th, seem almost incredible at the present 
day. 

From the ** Inverness Courier,^* 
1825. 

January 6. — ^The Rev. James Morrison was ap- 
pointed assistant and successor to the Rev. 
Roderick Morison in the parish of Kintail and 
Presbytery of Lochcarron. 

Ibid. — ^An abstract is given of the Act for the 
final repeal of the Salt Tax, passed in the pre- 
vious «June, and brought into operation on 5th 
January. It is stated that exactly two years 
before the duty on English salt was reduced 
from 30s to 4s per cwt., while the duty in 
Scotland was generally relinquished altogether. 
"Salt is now selling in town at fivepence per 
peck. In a few days it ought to be still less." 

January 20. — ^While some workmen were digging 
a new road on the estate of Drumduan, near 
Forres, they found a skeleton on the Gallow 
Hill, about 200 yards east of Nelson's Monu- 
ment. ''The circumstances connected with this 
discovery are curious and indisputably tarue. 
About eighty years ago a soldier was sentenced 
to be shot for desertion, and to heighten the 
impression he was led oot from the jail of Forres 
to the Gallow Hill, dressed in his grave clothes, 
on a St. Lawrence Market day. The runner, 
who had stopped at Bum-end (formerly a public- 
house about two miles east from Forres), ar- 
rived about an hour after the sentence had been 
executed with, among other official despatches, 
a reprieve for the poor fellow. The spot where 
the skeleton was found was generally known 
by the name of the *Sodger^s grave' ; and there 
are two or three of the inhabitants who remem- 
ber the day on which he was shot. It is not 
long since the man who made the coffin died." 
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Several other fikeletons were found in tihe im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 

Januarv 27. — "On a late visit at Dunvegan 
Castfc, the seat of Macleod of Macleod, the 
Duke of Buckingham being informed that a 
dtiuffhter of Flora Macdonald was present, de- 
sired to be introduced to her ; he walked across 
the room, and kissed, in a very respectful man- 
ner, this venerable old lady, now nearly 70 
years of age. During an entertainment in the 
Castle, his Grace treated her with' marked 
attention — invited her to a fete on board his 
vacht and attended her on shore. At paiting, 
he took from his pocket a beautiful snuff-box, 
and throwing out the contents, placed within it 
a white rose (the well-known emblem of 
Prince Charles), and presented the box to the 
daughter of Flora." 

February 3. — It is announced that the shares of 
the Inverness Water and Gas Company, amount- 
ing to £10,000, had all been taken up and the 
lists closed. The whole sum, with tne excep- 
tion of about £500, was subscribed by persons 
immediately connected with the town and 
neighbourhood. 

February 17. — ^At a Court at Tain no fewer than 
130 persons were prosecuted for offernces against 
the Excise laws. Heavy fines were imposed, in 
one case as much as £100 for illicit distilla- 
tion. The Justices expressed their determina- 
tion to put down smngglinij. Heavy fines were 
also imposed at a Court m Dornoch. It was 
stated tnat in the County of Cromarty smug- 
gling had been almost entirely abolished. 

March 10. — ^A meeting of gentlemen desirous to 
form an institution for the promotion of science 
and literature, and for the establishment of a 
museum, was held on the 4th inst, Provost 
Robertson in the chair. About twenty gentle- 
men attended. Mr George Anderson explained 
the views of the projectors, and the meeting 
formed itself into an Association, to be called 
**The Northern Institution for the Promotion 
of Science and Literature." Mr George Ander- 
son was appointed interim secretary, and he 
received a vote of thanks for bringing forwaxxl 
the scheme. 

March 17. — " Within the last twelvemonth a num- 
ber of valuable estates in the County of Ross 
have change<l proprietors. The wide districts 
of Strathconon, Ardross, Muirtown, and Miln- 
craig now yield their annual returns to some 
gentlemen of the Law in Edinburgh — the 
owners. Last week the estate of Redcastle and 
the Ferry of Kessock, in the same county, was 
purchased by Sir William Fettes for the large 
sum of £135,000. In 1785 the property -wvm 



4 Inverness Courier Index, [1S25 

bought for £26,000. The whole of the Island of 
Lewis (with the exception of Stornoway) was 
also last week brought to judicial sale before 
Lord Medwyn, and after being set up at 
£136,000, was purchased by Mr Mackenzie of 
Seaforth for £160.000. The Joint Stock Pro- 
perty Company oi Edinburgh were said to be 
the opposing Didders. This state of affairs is 
not unlikely to create a chance in the political 
state of t&e County of Ross. 

Ibid. — ^A meeting of the Celtic Society was held 
in Edinburgh, Mr Macdonald of Staffa presid- 
ing. One of the objects of the Society was to 
tlistribute a hundred guineas in prizes to the 
leading scholars at 25 of the most extensive 
Hi^Uand schools. Among the qualifications 
entitling candidates to compete, it was re- 
solved that "after the present year" they 
should " habitually wear the Highland dress. 
A general rule was laid down that wherever two 
candidates seemed to be possessed of equal 
merit, as to the special subject of competition, 
the prize should oe given to the better pro- 
ficient in the Gkelic language. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Kingussie, on the 
4th insti, after a sev^e and lingering illness, 
whidb he bore with the greatest patience and 
resiflfnation, the Rev. John Robertson, minister 
of that parish, in the 68th year of his age and 
the 38th of his ministry. " In Mr RoMrtson 
the Church of Scotland has been deprived of 
a distinguished ornament, and his family and 
parish have sustained an incalculable loss. 
There was in his character a happy union of 
great intellect, fervent and rational riet^n'. and 
zeal tempered by judgment and controlled by 
discriminating prudence. As a preacher his 
talents were of no common order." 

Ibid. — Died, at Lansrwell, in the parish of Loch- 
broam, on the 13th ult., Thomas Mackenzie, 
Esq., aged 82. ''He was the last in that part 
of the country of the well-educated, well-bred, 
and intelligent class of farmers called 'the old 
school.' He was the sixth in succession of the 
same family on the same farm. His body was 
conveyed over a distance of eleven jniles to lihe 
place of interment, on the shoulders of above 
ive hundred Highlanders, who spontaneously 
assembled to render to his memoir that last 
melancholv tribute; and he was laid in the 
grave amidst a multitude of weeping relatives 
and friends, by six sons, all grown up and able 



men." 



Marc^ 24. — ^Tbe first general meetinsr of the 
Northern Institution was held on the 23rd inst., 
Sir Qeorge Mackenzie, Bart, of Coul, in the 
chair. Mr George Anderson presented to the 
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meeting a great variety of donations forwarded 
by several contributors, lliese included a com- 
plete series of the coal deposits of Brora. Mr 
J^aughton presented thirty-two varieties of 
Ancient Scottish and English coins, and a two- 
edged Andrea Ferrara, found some years ago 
in the neighbourhood of the town. Specimens 
of vitrilled matter gathered from the vitrified 
forts in the counties of Inverness and Boss were 
given by Mr Anderson. The office-bearers were 
elected as follows: — ^President, the Duke of 
Gordon; non-resident vice-presidents — Sir 
George Mackenzie of Ooul, Sir Thomas Dick 
Lauder, Professor William Fraser-Tytler ; resi- 
dent vice-presidents — Provost Robertson, Cap- 
tain Fraser of Balnain, and Mr Grant of 
Bug^ht ; treasurer, Mr Reach, solicitor ; general 
secretary, Mr George Anderson; Latin secre- 
tary, Mr Scott, Royal Academy; Gaelic secre- 
tary, Rev. Duncan Mackenzie; inspector of 
ancient manuscripts, Mr Alei. Mackenzie of 
Woodside ; curator of the Museum, Mr Naugh- 
ton, jeweller ; members of Council — Dr Nicol, 
Mr Suter, junior; Rev. Mr Clark, Rev. Mr 
Fvvie, Rev. Mr Fraser, of Kirkhill ; and Mr 
Macbean, solicitor. lliere were also corre- 
sponding members, and a number of distin- 
guished non-resident honorary members. Sir 
George Mackenzie ofiFered a gold medal for t^e 
''b€»t account of the State of Society and of 
Knowledge in the Highlands of Scotland, par- 
ticularly m the Northern Counties, at the period 
of the Kebellion of 1745. and of their progress up 
to the establishment of this Institution. The 
meeting resolved to circulate queries through- 
out the Northern Counties for the purpose of 
collecting accurate and detailed information re- 
garding the remains of Celtic and Danish an- 
tiquities, and any ancient MSS. , traditions, &c. , 
deserving preservation; also to frame an ad- 
dress to be circulated at home and abroad for 
the purpose of soliciting contributions for the 
Museum. 
Ibid. — ^The Morayshire Farmer Society announces 
that the Highland Society has ofifered a prize of 
ten sov^eigns for the l>est field of turnips in 
the County of Moray, not under ten Scots acres 
in extent, to be eaten ofif the land by sheep in 
winter and spring. This ofifer was made ''with 
the view of introducing that great and long- 
wished desideratum in MoraysAiire farming — 
eating turnip off the land by sheep— and to excits 
tlie attention of the storemasters ( ?flockmasters) 
in Inverness, Ross, and Svtherlandshires, to a 
warm and dr^ situation, where they could de- 
pend on fiindmg abundance of winter food to 
fatten their stock for the early markets, or to 
increase the fleece and carcase." 
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March 31. — 'In framing the conditaons of the 
leases on an extensive estate in this county, 
amonff many beneficial regulations to be ob- 
served by the tenant, the proprietor has intro- 
duced one clause to the following effect: — 
*That any tenant convicted of illegal distilla- 
tion or of any offence therewith connected, 
either by himself or by any person or persons on 
his farm, shall thereby forfeit his lease, and 
subject himself to immediate removal from his 
farm.' Another clause set forth that 'each 
tenant possessing a house and offices of the 
value of £100 am upwards, shall be bound to 
have the same regularly insured against fire, 
in some established insurance office, at his own 
expense.' " 

April 14. — On the 9th inst., while workmen were 
engaged trenching ground about half-a-mile dis- 
tant from the Druid Temple at Levs, they 
came upon a stone coffin about three feet long, 
two feet broad, and two feet deep. The interior 
of the coffin was filled with a mixture ap- 
parently composed of sand and burnt bones or 
ashes, rolled quite smooth on the top; and 
imbedded in it were two small urns. 

April 21. — ^The Public Records of Scotland were 
lately printed by his Majesty's command under 
the direction of the Deputy-Clerk Register. A 
copy, consisting of fourteen larse folio vol- 
umes, was presented to the Nortnem Institu- 
tion. 

Ibid. — The same number contains an extract from 
the Report of the Parliamentary Commission- 
ers, containing a hish tribute to the services 
of the late "bb Mitcliell. their principal Road 
Inspector, who had died the previous year, at 
the a^e of forty-five. The minute states that 
for eiffhteen years Mr Ifitcfhell had superin- 
tended the formation of all the Parliamentary 
Roads and Bridges ; which with military roads 
had latterly been upheld under his most vigilant 
inspection to the extent of 1183 miles. "Mr 
Mitc^f'U's ]>er8onal exertions in an offioe of the 
most laborious description always surpassed 
what wait expected of him, and the desire of 
the Commissioners to limit the extent of his 

J'ourneys may be traced in their restriction of 
lis travelling allowances to 7000 miles per 
annum ; but his seal outran all personal con- 
siderations, and the whole of his journeys, as 
ascertained by the daily account of his occupa- 
tions, were not charged against the Commis- 
sioners; in fact, he traveUed little less than 
10,000 miles annually, without regard to the 
weather, the most violent storms usually call- 
ing him out to administer prompt remedy to 
the casualties then most likely to occur." The 
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Minate continaea — '^When intelligence of Mr 
Mitchell's dangeroiu illnees reached London, 
great uneaainess was felt at the difficulty of 
supplying a temporary substitute, the roads 
being likely to suffer from any relaxation of 
attention to them. In this difficulty Mr Tel- 
ford, not without inconvenience to himself, was 
prevailed on to despatch to Inverness one of his 
assistants, Mt Joseph Mitchell, who was 
familiar with the progress of Highland road- 
making from his earliest youth, and had also 
been Uained to maaonrv before he had an op- 
portunity to acquire skill in surveying and other 
accomplishments under Mr Telford. Mr Joseph 
Mitchell now continues to fill his late father's 
office to the entire satisfaction of his employers, 
and of all those with whom he has occasion to 
transact business." 

ibid. — A Select Ckimmittee on the Salmon Fisher- 
ies of Scotland prepared a Report recommend- 
ing the extension of close time and other im- 
portant chanees. The Committee recorded 
their opinion Uiat the Salmon Fisheries of the 
United Kingdom had for many years rapidly 
decreased, and there was reason to apprehend 
that this decrease would proceed still more 
rapidly unless efifectual measures were taken for 
theirpreservation. 

April 28. — ^''The Rev. Mackintosh Mackay, who 
nas for some time past been engaged upon the 
publication of the Gaelic Dictionary, has been 
presented to the parish of Laggan, which be- 
comes vacant through the translation of Rev. 
Mr Shepherd." 

May 4. — Report of meeting of Northern Institu- 
tion. Among articles presented were a collec- 
tion of Prince Charles Edward's Proclamations 
and Papers ; beautiful etchinffs of the inscrip- 
tions on stones in the North of Scotland, by Mr 
D. C. Petty, Kent; and by Dr Nicol a leaden 
heart formed in the manner described in the 
Pirate for a charm. ''In this specimen the re- 
semblance to a human heart and the great 
blood vessels proceeding from it are very strik- 
ing." 

May 12. — ^An uuportant alteration is announced 
in the running of the mail coach between Edin- 
burgh and London. *'The whole distance will 
be performed within forty-six hours, including 
stoppages." This was connected with an ac- 
celeration of the mails to and from the North. 

May 19.— ''The Catholic Relief Bill passed the 
House of Commons Tuesda^r week by a ma- 
jority of 21, and was borne in triumph to the 
Lords by Sir John Newport and a throng of 
members on Wednesday night. It was uiea 
read in the House for a first time. The second 
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readmgy when a great stand will be made upon 
it, is appointed for Tnesdaj." The bill was 
then tiirown out by a majority of 48. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the Inyemess Auxiliary of 
the Bible Society, it was stated that out of 
31,396 families in the Highlands a^ Islands, 
whose circumstances had been examined, there 
were 11,944 families still without copies of the 
Bible. The sums remitted by the Auxiliary to 
the oarent Society had been, up to date, £1^. 

June 9. — ^The luTemess Society for the cappres- 
sion of beggiuff had a struggle for existence, 
subscriptions being apt to fall behind. 
At this time an effort was made to increase the 
contributions, as the Society was considered 
highly beneficial. The numl>er of poor on the 
Society's list at the end of the first year (1816) 
was Iw. The number at present was 123. The 
funds had decreased from nearly £500 to £200 
per annum. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the Northern Missionary 
Society, held at Inverness, the collection "at 
the gate" amounted to £50, and subscriptions 
and donations, £32 13s IJd ; total, £82 13s IJd. 

June 16. — On the 9th inst. the foundation-stone of 
a new jail and court-house at Tain was laid 
with Masonic honours bv Mr Donald Macleod of 
Qeanies, Sheriff of the County, and Right Wor- 
shipful Jiaster of St Duthus Lodge. Provost 
Murray and the Town Council assisted at the 
ceremony, and the Rev. Dr Mackintosh offered 
prayer. 

June 16 and 22. — ^At the Wool Market reported in 
these issues the attendance was large and prices 
high, but business, especially in wool, was stiff, 
"llie buyers and sellers of wool continued to 
its close so far asunder in their ideas of prices, 
that alt|iou^ there was a great extent of con- 
ditional business transacted, yet very few sales 
were finally settled. It is therefore not very 
easy to nve precise information. Some In- 
verness-shire Cheviot of superior auality is said 
to have been sold at 18e, while a lot of Suther- 
land Cheviot fetched 228. Hie averaee prices 
of Cheviot may be stated from 19s 6a to 22s, 
and of blackfaced at 20s and 21s ; but in almost 
ev^ry case there was a reference of Is or more 
in favour of the sellers. The following are the 
other market prices :— Cheviot wedders, 29s to 
32s ; ewes, 158 to Ids ; lambs, 9s to 10s ; black- 
faced wedders, 22s to 26s ; ewes, lis to 13s ; 
lambs, from M to 9s." [In cons^uence of the 
chanse in the mail service, the date ofpublish- 
inff&e "Courier" was changed from Thursday 
to Wednesday.] 

June 29. — Fidd-Marshal Macdonald. Duke of 
Tsrentum, arrived at Inverness on Sunday , the 
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26th, and put up at the Caledonian Hotel. He 
was aocompanicMi by an aide-de-camp, and by 
Mr Macdonald of otaffa. PreyiouB to his ar- 
rival, he visited the Battlefield of Gulloden. 
There ''he expressed his surprise at the im- 
becility which dictated the choice of that snot 
for the position of the Pretender's armjr. mo 
spot comd be worse chosen for the position, of 
an irregular body of men acting on the defensive 
against regular troops; and the wonder was 
increased, the General observed, when the 
neighbouring high grounds behind the water of 
Nairn afiForaed as fine a position as could be 
wished to obtain the obiects and suit the cir- 
cumstances of the Jacobite forces.'* Marshal 
Macdonald is described as thin in person and 
rather above the middle size; his hair quite 
grev, his eyes dark, his countenance rather round 
and sedate, and not indicative of the mental 
q[ualities he was reported to possess. He waa 
plainly dressed in black, and like Napoleon took 
snuff in large quantities. He spoke little Eng- 
lish, and that little imperfectly. "The fatigpaes 
of a soldier's life and the anxieties of political 
struggles appear to have l^-ought on premature 
age, for he walked rather feebly, and with a 
manner that indicated an infirm state of health." 
Marshal Macdonald left on the Monday by the 
steamer Oomet, for the West Coast, intending 
to visit South Uist, the birthplace of his father. 

Julv 6 and 13. — ^Marshal Macdonald travelled by 
tne Comet to Fort- William, going thence to 
Arisaig, where a sloop of war was in waiting 
to carry him to Skye and the Uists. The Mar- 
shal breakfasted and dined with the passengers 
on board the steamboat. Loyal toasts were ex- 
changed, and the health of the distinguished 
visitor pledged. In Skye Marshal Macdonald was 
entertamed at Armadale Castle, where two hun- 
dred of the tenantry gave him a welcome. Lord 
Macdonald was not at home, but his represen- 
tative in the island did the nonours. Marshal 
Macdonald passed the night in the Castle. 

July 27. — ^Mr Davidson, yr. of TuUoch, who is 
described as a "most patriotic and beloved High- 
lander," brought home his vouns wife, daugh- 
ter of Lord Macdonald of the Isles, to Tulloch 
Castle on the 25th inst. They were met bv 
the tenantry, in Highland dress, on the north 
bank of the Conon, who unyoked the horses and 
drew the carriage to the Castle. A dinner was 
given at Dingwall, and tJie countryside blazed 
with bonfires. 

Ausust 3. — ^This number contains a full account 
of the tour of Marshal Macdonald through the 
Western Islands. In South Uist, his father's 
native island, he was welcomed by an assem- 

2 
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blage of six hundred persons at Honghbeg. 
There he met with some of his own relatives, 
and distributed two hundred sovereigns in dona- 
tions. He dined at Nunton, and slept in the 
room which had been occupied by Flora Mac- 
donald. 

Ibid.— There is a review of Mr Johp Anderson's 
History of the Frasers, just published. 

August 10. — ^The Commissioners appointed to 
establish new churches in the Highlands and 
Islands give in their first report. 

September 14. — A report of toe Commissioners of 
Kevenue states tnat illicit distillation has 
greatly diminished, but express disappointment 
at the extent to which it is still carried on. 
This they attribute to the mistaken opinion 
still entertained by Magistrates in certain dis- 
tricts that they are at liberty to mitigate penal- 
ties according to their own discretion. 

September 28. — The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous week. The horse racing excited 
lively interest. Two gold cups were given, 
each value a hundred guineas, besides minor 
prises. Tlie Ross-shire gentry, headed by Mr 
I>avidson, yr. of Tulloch, seem to have taken 
the most active part in the races. 

October 5. — Alexander Mackenzie elected Provost 
of Fortrose; Major diaries Lennox Camming 
Bruce of Roseisle and Kinnaird, elected Provost 
of Nairn ; and James Augustus Qrant of View- 
field elected Provost of Forres. 

Ibid. — ^The Provost and Town Council of Forres 
conferred the freedom of the burgh on Sir James 
Macgrigor, M.D., DirectOT-Qeneral of the Medi- 
cal Department of the Army. On the same oc- 
casion Sir James was entertained to'dinner by 
the local authorities. He was married to a 
Forres lady, daughter of the late Provost Grant, 
and sister of distinguished officers. The death 
of Lady Macgrigor*s mother is noticed below. 

October 12. — ^A meeting of Magistrates and in- 
habitants was held for the purpose of promoting 
a Police and Improvement Bill for the Burgn 
of Inverness. 

October 19.— The Synod of Sutherland and Caith- 
ness having resolved to aid the Society for Edu- 
cating the Poor in the Highlands, toe Society 
appointed the Rev. Mr Fraaer, of Kirkhill, and 
the Rev. Mr Sa^e, of Resolis, as a deputation to 
preach and receive contributions. The amount 
collected in the Synod was £124 16s lid. 

Ibid. — ^''Died, at Forres, on the 11th inst, aged 
62, Mrs Jean Grant, relict of the late Duncan 
Grant, Esq., Provost of Forres. This much- 
respected lady having been deprived of her valu- 
able husband while their numerous family were 
young, had great merit and satisfaction in their 
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progress in life. It is remarkable that at one 
period of the late war she had not, out of six 
sons in the service of their country^ one in 
Europe ; but tluree of them having accidentally 
returned to the parental roof just previous to 
her decease, they had the melancholy satisfac- 
tion of solacing her latter moments and of at- 
tending her remains to the grave." 

October 26. — ^Very painful feelings were excited 
by the loss of the steamer Comet, plying be- 
tween Inverness and Qlasgow. On the morning 
of Friday, the 21st inst., she was run down 
between Qourock and the Clough Lighthouse 
by the steamer Ayr, outward bound. In round- 
ing the point Uie vessels came in contact with 
such force and violence that the Oomet went 
down almost instantaneously. Only ten per- 
sons were saved out of 80 who, were believed 
to be on board. One of the saddest cases was 
that of Captain Wemyss Sutherland and his 
young wife, who were married at Muirtown, In- 
verness, in the beginning of September, lira 
Sutherland was the eldest daughter of Mr Duff 
of Muirtown. 

Ibid.— **A bet between Mr Fraser of Culduthel 
and Mr Shepherd, of Inverness, was this day 
decided in favour of the latter gentleman. Cul- 
duthel wagered that Mr S.'s &v mare would 
not trot a distance of eight miles in half-an- 
hour, and this distance wa« trotted in twen^ 
six minutes and a-half with sreat ease by "hir 
Shepherd on the Aird Road, n:om near Bogroy 
to tne Canal Bridge of Muirtown." 

Ibid. — ^At the Michaelmas Head Court for Ross- 
shire, Sir Wm. Fettes proposed the establish- 
ment of a steamboat at Kessock, which was 
agreed to. At the same Court strong complaint 
was made that many clergymen insisted on dis- 
pensing the Communion at times ''when the 
laboun of seed-time and harvest were being car- 
ried on,'* thus in some instances causing serious 
loss. Special mention is made of a case in 
which toe minister, in the end of the August 
preceding, insisted on having the Communion 
in spite of the remonstrances of his heritors. 
The meeting adopted a series of resolutions on 
the subject, concluding as follows: — 'That this 
meeting feel that great inconvenience to the 
community and injury to our holy religion and 
to morality is occasioned by the immense as- 
semblages usually convened on these occaeions, 
in conseauence oi that solemn rite being too un- 
frequently dispensed in the several parishes; 
therefore, that the very reverend the Synod of 
Ross be further re<}uested to enjoin their mem- 
ben to dispense, m their respective parishes, 
this sacred ordinance at least annually — speci- 
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ally aToidinff the periods of seed-time and har- 
Test, agreeaibly to the sjpirit and in confonnity 
with t£e injunctions oi the Directory for the 
public worship of Qod in our Church, which 
particularly req|uire 'that the Communion be 
frequently admmistered, and at such periods 
as may l>e most convenient for the comfort and 
edification of the people.* " 
November 16. — The condition of the Scottish gaols 
was at this time the subject of official inquiry. 
A Cbmmittee of the County of Inverness, of 
which Mr Grant of Rothiemurchus was oon- 
vener, considered the subject and issued a re- 
port. It appears that in 1818 no fewer than 
o8 of the Koyal Bur^s of Scotland returned 
their gaols as insufficient in point of security 
and accommodation. The following is one of 
the paragraphs in the Report: — "for neither 
the TCligious nor moral instruction, nor medical 
care of the prisoners, is there any provision 
whatsoever in any of the ordinary gaols of 
Scotland. There is no chapel nor assembly of 
the prisoners, on any occasion, for religious 
worsnip, in any one of them; no chaplain nor 
regular attendance of any clergyman; no sur- 
geon or medical visitor, nor any provision for a 
Ktuitous supply of medicine and advice, 
itly, so far from any attempt being made to 
encourage or promote habits of industry, the 
construction of the gaols and their crowded 
state, render it impossible f<v those who might 
be the most industriously inclined to betake 
themselves to any useful employment.'' Another 
paragraph says — ^"Anything like well-aired 
places of confinement, either for debtors, for 
persons committed for trial, or for convicts; 
any fire-places in the cells or apartments of 
criminals ; any means of taking air or exercise 
by any prisoner ; any attention to cleaiiliness— 
these thmgs are almost entirely unknown." The 
burden of maintaining prisoners and prisons fell 
on the burghs, and most of the burghs were 
little better than insolvent. Hie gross income 
of the burgh of Inverness is stated at £1559 
12b 4d, but after deducting sums applied to 
particular purposes, only £425 Is 6d was left 
at the command of the burgh for the admini- 
stration of the law, "so i£at the most ri^d 
and parsimonious economy will hardly keep ue 
towtrs debt from increasing." Tlie Report 
states that the gaol in the Surffh of Inverness 
was not sufficient for the accommo- 
dation of either the civil or criminal prisoners 
confined therein ; but so far as the accommoda- 
tion went the gaol was perfectly adequate for 
the secure custody of its inmates. The question 
for consideration was whether the cost of main- 
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taining the gaols should be extended to the 
counties, or whether it should be borne by 
the national excheauer. 

December 7. — ^*At Nagpore, on the 29th June 
lastf Alexander Fraser Maclachlan, assistant 
surgeon on the Madras Establi^ment, eldest 
son of the Rev. James Maclachlan, Moy.*' Mr 
Maclachlan was M.D. of Edinburgh, and had 
a distinguished University career. 

December 14. — A meeting of Oommissioners of 
Supply and Freeholders of the County of In- 
verness was called to discuss the question of 
the Com Laws. A long series of resolutions 
was proposed in favour of maintaining these 
laws. An amendment was proposed declaring 
that it was premature to enter on such a dis- 
cussion, and that the interests of the Ck>unty of 
Inverness were more pastoral than agrioolturaL 
The most animated speech against the resolu- 
tions was made by Mr Grant of Gorrimony. On 
a division, the amendment was adopted by 32 
votes to 7. Hie ^'Courier " in an article com- 
mending the decision of the meeting, says: — 
''Probably ten times as much com is brousht 
into this county as can be sent from it ; and a 
large part of the population are, from utter 
want of bread, compelled to subsist for months 
evexy year on potatoes, shell fish, or sea weed ; 
and yet this is the county in which it is at- 
tempted to take a lead in getting up petitions 
crying out for dear com." 

Deceml^ 21. — ^'We have frequently adverted to 
the salutary efifects produoed by the Distillery 
Laws, which came into operation about this 
time twelve months. From North to South we 
are gratified with the certain and pleasing in- 
telligence that the pernicious traffic of the 
smuggler, with all its baneful effects, is going 
down fast before the operations of the larjge dis- 
tUler. Thus has a judicious and well-directed 
legislative measure, affording encouragement 
ami protection to the lawful trader, effected in 
one short year more than a host of Excisei^en 
were able to accomplish in the Highlands for 
the last half-century, and more than they would 
do for fifty years to come. The revenue at 
the same time has been much benefited. We 
leam from unquestionable authority that the 
duties on malt and spirits alone, in the Inver- 
ness District, amounted to £1300 for the last 
six weeks, giving an increase of £870 on the 
duties of the corresponding six weeks of the 
former year. These duties were paid from the 
Invemess, Fortrose. Millburn, and Brackla Dis- 
tilleries; and we learn further that from an 
extension of the works lust mentioned, and the 
establishment of new distilleries at Inverness 
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and at Dores, cm Loch-Ness^ it is probable that 
the dutiea for the ensuing six weeks will nearly 
double those of the last. This is exclusive of 
licences of all kinds. In Ross-shire, Suther- 
land, and Caithness the effects oi the new Dis- 
tillery Laws are equally satisfactory.*' 

December 28. — **The University of Edinburgh has 
confeired the degree of D.D. on the Rev. Alex- 
ander Rose, one of the ministers of Inverness. 
This degree, we have occasion to know, was be- 
stowed ^uite spontaneously on the part of the 
University ; and the honour is the more marked 
inasmuch as it is the first of this kind which 
has been conferred by that distinguished body 
for a considerable period.'* 

Ibid.— There is a notice of the "Sutherlandshire 
Magazine/' which was to be published about the 
middle of January. 

Ibid. — ^There is a report of the trial of the master 
of the steamer Comet on a charge of culpable 
homicide. The indictment stated that the num- 
ber of persons drowned was '*62 or thereby." 
The master was convicted of neglecting to dis- 
play lights, and was sentenced to three months' 
imprisonment. 
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No. U. 

A striking feature at this time was the 
want of education in the Highlands, and the 
efforts that were undertaken to proTide 
means for improved instruction. The Church 
of Scotland, as usual, took an active part in 
promoting educational facilities. Principal 
Baird preached in Inverness, and collections 
were made in the diurches amounting to 
£60. 

In the summer of 1826 a new Parliament 
was elected, l^ere waa distress throughout 
the country, but in spite of that party spiiit 
had sunk to such a low ebb that interest in 
the election was very languid. It is curious 
to be told that "even in some instances burgha 
are almost advertising for members to repre- 
sent them." In the coimty of Inverness, 
however, the Right Hon. Charles Grant had 
to face a contest, the opposin2 candidate 
being Lord Macdonald. Mr Grant seems 
to have been regarded as a Whig of rather 
advanced opinions, and possibly there was 
also a feeling in some quarters that father and 
son had held the representation for a suffici- 
ently long period. Readers will be inter- 
ested in seeing an account of a contested 
election, held at a time when the electorate 
was so small. Mr Grant was returned by a 
large majcrity, as majorities then went. At 
the same time his brother, Robert Grant, was 
electa member for the burghs without a con- 
test. 

Locally the year was notable on account 
of other incidents. The first daily coach was 
run between Inverness and Perth ; there was 
the introduction of gas light, which had been 
''partially tried" berore the year closed ; and 
there was the memorable storm at the time 
of the Martinmas market, in which many 
lives were lost throughout the Highlands. 

1826. 

January 4. — A paper circulated by the General 
Assembly states that the Synods of ArgyU, 
Glenelg, Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, 
Orkney and Zetland, containing 143 parishes 
and a population oi 877,730 persons, are in 
the urgent need of not less than 250 additional 
schools. Taking an average of 42 for each 
school, the Committee calculate that there are 
10,500 children under the age of fifteen with- 
out the means of education ; and the Committee 



havE learned ti 

Ibid.^At B. meeting of the Northorn Institntion 
» number of aiticleB of BTcbeeoIogical iiiterest 
~ere prMented. One is described as follows : 
— "Capital of one of the pilaHters wliieh lap- 
ported tha atcbeil way pflMing from tbe old 
wooden bridge of Inverness tl.rough Cartla 
Tolmie, found in ihe rourae of the nwul rec«ntlv 
opened from llie bridi;e along the bbrtb buuc 
of tbc Seas. Bailie Fergueon." 

Junuary 4 and 11. — The two iiatnbers contain 
in Northern towns, tbe observations of a 
__ .. T ramble in 1825. There is nothing call- 
ing for qaotAtioD in the notes, but they maj' be 
wcvtb lookiiiB Ht by anyone in search of com- 
pariEont. We are told that Fortrose is fajned 




□ days of ii 

ing in London. ] 

loled that "we littve neither profesi 
'ur in the exhilarating sporU of skattnz 
or curling." The Highland road from Perth 
to luverneM was open, while the coaches on 
the other rosfU were greatly^ delayed. 
Ibid. — Upwards of 150 Cliitholina and other 
natives of Btrathghiis had their usual match at 
ihintr. Tbe mntoU was betwixt the Braes and 
the Slmth. "The Braesmeii supported the 
character for superior activity and eipertnesa 
which they are said to pomets, aud though less 
namerouB, carried the day." 
JunuaiT 25. — Intimation of the Euspennion of the 
London booksellen. Hurst, Bobinaon. & Co., 
which involved (he downfull of Cbnslable and 
the insolvency of Sir Walter Scotl. 
Febniary 1. — Among tbe articles presented lo tha 
Northern Institution was a cast of tbe gold rod 
found at the Leys in 1824, given by Mr Naugh- 

February IS. — Excitement aroused in ScoUatid by 
tbe proposal of the Chancellor of the Eichequer 
to MMlish one pound a ' 
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Febrnary 22.— A meeting of heritors and tenants 
of houses was held to consider a local Police 
Bill proposed for the burgh of InTemess. There 
was a larse attendance and a long discussion. 
In the end the Magistrates withdrew the bill. 

March 1. — There is a description of the monu- 
ment erected to the late CSiarles Grant, M.P. in 
St George's Church, Bloorosbury. The monu- 
ment was erected by the East India Company 
as a tribute of respect to the memory ot lu* 
Grant. It is described as one of the largest 
monuments in any church in London. 

March 15.-— ''We have considerable satisfaction 
in observing that the project of a constant and 
daily conveyance by the Highland Road from 
Inverness to the South, whic^ we have so long 
and so frequently advocated, is no longer a 
matter of doubt or difficulty with those who are 
best qualified to appreciate its possibility and 
its profits. Two coaches, belonging to separate 
concerns, are now running between Pertn and 
Inverness three times a-week; and in a short 
time we find that one of these at least will run 
on that road every day." 

March 29. — ^"During the last week Scotland has 
had her full share of attention in both Houses. 
Besides the appointment of the most impartial 
Committee, given in our last paper, to inquire 
concerning the circulation of small notes, on 
Tuesday week a Committee was appointed, on 
the motion of the Lord Advocate, to inquire 
into the state of the Scottish prisons, which his 
lordship characterised as truly disgracefuL" 

Ibid. — ''A new Masonic Lodge was yesterday con- 
secrated at Dingwall, called the Fingal Lodge. 
In the absence of Sir G. S. Mackenzie, Bart., 
Provincial Grand Master for Ross-sbire, who 
could not attend on account of indisposition, 
the Lodffe was consecrated by Colin Mackenzie, 
Esq. of Kilcoy, Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, with true Masonic solemni^, assisted 
by deputations from St John's Kilwinning 
Lodge of Inverness and St Duthus Lodge ca 
Tain, headed by their respective Masters, who 
acted as Provincial Grand Wardens." 

Ibid. — ^The death occurred at Brora on the 18th 
inst. of Alexander Urquhart, tidesman of the 
Customs, who is said to have been 111 years 
old. He was, it was stated, bom at Tain in 
1715. He possessed to the last a faithful 
memory of certain interesting particulars of 
the rismff of 1745, and bad seen many of the 
leading raaracters in it, particularly John Roy 
Stuart. "Honest Sandy, as he is called, was 
never a soldier, but he was a sportsman and as 
deadly a shot as ever took the heather. "Em- 
ployed in the ciq>acity of gamekeeper to the 

3 
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late Earl of Sutherland, he had freqoent occa- 
sion to be OD the moors with those noblemen 
and gentlemen who usually resorted to the 
North to enjoy the sporting seasons. With 
Baron Norton, Sir John GU)rdon of Embo, and 
the late General Wemyss, he was a particular 
favourite. Many of his anecdotes and repartees 
on this and other occasions axe still remem- 
bered, to be laughed at right heartily ; for al- 
thougn he was a plain, unassuming sort of man, 
his mode of conversation was tinctured with a 
venial kind of bluntness and sarcastic humour 
peculiar to himself that rendered the aptness of 
nis remarks irresistible, and no person, how 
dignified soever in rauK, was exempted from 
his satire.** Urquhart was an expert angkr, 
andl would talk with enthusiasm of hooks, rods, 
and flies, but he had a great contempt for what 
was then the modem inoproyement of gut and 
sea-weed casting lines, dj the interest of Lord 
Ankerville, he was appointed, about 1780, tide- 
waiter of the Customs at Inverness, from which 
he was soon afterwards transferred to Brora. 
He was superannuated in 1812, with an allow- 
ance of £23 a year. "He was a man of very 
temperate habits — ^was never known to have 
been, even once, intoxicated. He woiild most 
willingly take one glass of spirits, but no per- 
suasion would induce him to eo beyond that, 
as he always considered one aram nis gauge, 
as he called it, and above that was hurtfuL He 
never complained of ill-health till within the 
last twelve months of his life. His dress was 
invariably the same: full round-breasted coat, 
a vest of old-fashioned cut, and a small, flat 
blue bonnet. A lady once made a present to 
him of a fine hat, but he considered it such an 
invasion on the ancient rights of the bonnet 
that it was laid aside and never used." 

April 12. — A correspondent writes to express sur- 
prise that there is "neither a stick nor a stone** 
to mark the site of Oulloden Battlefield. Many 
years elapsed before this want was supplied. 

April 26. — On the previous Sunday the Rev. 
Principa,l Baird preached in the English (Hi^h) 
Church in support of the scheme for improving 
the means ox religious instruction in the High- 
lands. The collection in that church amounted 
to £47 Is, and in other churches to £12 19s— 
total, £60. Principal Baird was in Inverness 
for several days, aiid was presented with the 
freedom of the burgh — **an honour,** says the 
paragraph, "conferred, we understand, on no 
individual since it was bestowed on Prince Leo- 
pold.** 

Ibid. — The anniversary of the Northern Mission- 
ary Society was held at Dingwall. The collec- 
tion and contributions amounted to £46 2b 3d. 
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April 26 and May 3. — ^The former issue records the 
death of Sir Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Qair- 
loch, Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Ross, 
who expired at Conon House on 22nd April. In 
the next issue a tribute is paid to his memory, 
'hospitality, generous, open, manly friendship, 
mild, unaffected, and what may be termed 
honest dignity of deportment, accompanied by 
hearty kindness, distmguished him in a remark- 
able manner. He took great delight in forward- 
ing the views of others, and was always read^ 
to obey the dictates of benevolence, ia. put^c 
affairs, where he differed from others, he did 
so in a manner that coiild not possibly offend." 
Sir Hector was sixty-eight years of age. 

Ma^ 3. — At the Inverness County meeting a peti- 
tion was adopted to the House of Commons 
prayins that the County should not be taxed 
with the burden of alimenting prisoners, which 
the Convention of Royal Burghs proposed as 
an alternative t<yr the oetter regulation of the 
Soyttish gaols and the due maintenance of the 
prisoners confined in them. The same meeting 
adopted resolutions in favour of erecting tolls 
in the county in aid of assessment. It was 
stated that the burden of assessment was at that 
time upwards of 9 per cent, on the net rental 
of the county. 

May 10.— Mr Adam Davidson, writer, was duly 
admitted procurator in the Sheriff Court of 
Nairn on Friday, 5th inst. 

May 17. — ^The Inverness Auxiliary of the Inver- 
ness Bible Society held its fourteenth annual 
meeting on the 10th inst. The total .amount of 
funds accounted for by the treasurer was £281 
18s 9d. This, however, included a balance of 
£77 198 3d brought forward from last year, a 
le^^acy of £20, and a sum of £30 lis dd, re- 
ahsed from the sale of Scriptures. 

Ibid. — A circular from the Excise Office set forth 
that in consequence of the extent and audacity 
with which a band of smugglers, who had estab- 
lished themselves in Olen-Naughty and other 
glens in that quarter of Aberdeenshire were car- 
rying on their operations and resisting the 
Revenue officers, tne Earls of Aboyne andFife. 
Sir Alexander Leith, and other proprietors, haa 
instructed their agents, bS'iliffs, and ground 
officers to render every assistance to the officers 
of revenue in destroying their smuggling 
utensils, and burning the huts or bothies in 
which they carried on their operations; also 
to dismiss any tenant who was concerned in 
illicit distillation, and to take measures for nre- 
yenting itinerant smugglers from cutting or pro- 
viding a stock of peat. These measures were 
recommended to the consideration of land- 
owners in the Highlands. 
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May S4. — At a special conntf meetinz held on 
the I9th inat. rewilutiona in favour <il impoaing 
lolls were reaffirmed by a mHJority of 41 to 14. 

Uay 31. — At the GeneraJ Aaiembly on 22nd Uav, 
a petition waa preaeoted from parties iti tte 
comities of Rom and Cromarty praying the Ah- 
■embly to take mi^asurei to enforce the regalar 
celebration of the Sacrament in the different 
parislies lu these countiea, and to prevent the 
clergymen doing to during the periods of seed 
time and haJ-vest. The raemorial stated that it 
had nob been the pmctice to celebrate the Com- 
muiuon regularly in varioua parisheB in the 
counties of Rosa and Cromarty; that in one 
parJEb it had been omitted for seven years ; and 
that in many it iros unneuol to celebrate. 

June 7. — Parbanient was diaaolved on iJie pre- 
vious Thursday, 1st Jane. An editorial 
article snys; — ''A larse portion of his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers and of his Majesty's Oppoai- 
tion thiiik so much alike upon moat subjecta 
of gi'neral interest that a <lesu^ for the triumph 
of any particular- principles as between these 
parties will now hurdly sufGce to render either 
vciy strenuous iu their exertions to secure seats 
for their adherents. Accordingly we find verv 
few places io which contests are expected, and 
even in some instances burghs are almost ad- 
veilising for m<>mbers to represent tbem." 

Ibid. — A daily coacb between Invemeas and 
Perth began to run on the 6th inst. It was 
colled the Caledonian Coad, and started from 
the Caledonian Hotel at five in the morning. 
"Tlie enterprising spirit," we are tflld, "of a 
few private individuals has accomplish^ what 
has hitherto been deemed by mojiy to be alto- 
gEther impracficsble, and accordingly we have 
now an opportunity nt iourneytng from this 
town to the Melj-opolis of Scouand. n distance 
of 160 miles, in the short space of 24 hours, in- 
cluding four hours' rest at Perth." 

June 21.^Tbe election for the burgh of Hedon, 
in Yorkshire, took place on the 12th iost., tbe 
>ucces»Jnl candidates bein^ Colonel Baillie and 
Mr Villiers. "Colonel Baillie," says the paw- 
graph, "is a gentleman of gnme property in the 
County of Inverness, and a director of the Fast 
India Company." Tba Inyerness property was 
(he estate of Leys. 

June 2a~Tbe Inverness Sheep and Wool Mnr- 
ket wits held the previous week. There was 
great apprehension thit prices would be very 
low, "lower than lliev were for the last thirty 
years," but this fear was not realised. The 

Erice of wool was as good as it was in 1B22 and 
324. uid much better than it was in 1823. The 
prices of ibeep were nearly a* in 1820, which 
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was an excellent market, and higher than from 
1821 to 1824. The market, however, was very 
stiff, as sellers did not care to submit to a sub- 
stantial reduction from the rates of 1825. "A 
Sood deal of interest was excited on the second 
ay by the decision of a sweepstake of £10 
for tups, between Mr Sellar of Morrich and 
Mr Laidlaw, Knockfin. The taps were the 
best in the respective stocks of these eentle- 
men, and were shown fleeced and unfleeced. 
The judgment was in favour of Mr Sellar, who 
very liberally expended the greater part of his 
winning in a 'ga of claret.' 

Ibid.~The Hon. Colonel F. W. Grant of Qrant 
was unanimously re-elected M.P. for the County 
of Moray at Elgin on Monday last. Colonel 
Grant gave a splendid entertainment in the 
afternoon to a numerous body of gentlemen, 
freeholders, &c., in the County Hall of Elgin. 

July 5.^'*Inverness District of Burghs. The 
election of the Member of Parliament for this 
District of Burghs took place at Fortrose on 
Monday last, the 3rd curt., when Robert 
Grant, Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, London, was un- 
animously elected." This is the full report of 
the election for the burghs in the file of the 
above date. Robert Grant was a younger 
brother of the Member for the County. 

Ibid.— Sir J. W. Mackenzie of Scatwell was re- 
elected Member for Ross-shire. Sir Hugh 
Innes of Lochalsh, Bart., was for the fourth 
time elected member for the Northern Burghs 
without opposition. — ^llie Hon. Alexander Duff, 
brother of the Earl of Fife, was chosen member 
for the Eli^n Burghs. 

July 12. — ^There is a full report of the proceed- 
ings at the election of a member for the County 
of Inverness, the first contested election ihaJb 
had occurred for a long time. Opposition to 
the Right Hon. Charles Grant, Vice-President 
of the Board of IVade, had been threatened for 
some time. Colonel Baillie of Leys, Macleod 
of Ma^sleod, and Lord Macdonald of the Isles, 
had all announced their intention of coming 
forward. The first two, however, retired, and 
the contest lay between Mr Ghrant and Lord 
Macdonald. At noon on the 7tii inst. the free- 
holders assembled in the Court-house in Bridge 
Street, but the public interest being intense, 
thev adjourned to the High Church. Colonel 
F. W. Grant, M.P., was appointed Chairman. 
The church was crowded. 'The front seats of 
the gallery were graced with the presence of 
several high-bom and elegantly dressed ladies'* ; 
the large pew "technically called the Latitm" 
was occupied by the Chairman, the candidates, 
and a few friends; and Glengarry took pos- 



Bfuioit of tlie precentor'i box. The applica- 
tiana of nev elaimoiitii to be placed on the 
Votent' Roll ocoupied a ]ii.rgc part of the pro- 
wedings. Every caw was nrgued by CbnnseL 
"Their coiiteatioDS luted from about two 
o'clock □□ Friday afternoon until nine on Botur- 
Aaj morning" ; and by this time the ladiea in 
the gill lerf 1] Eld gone home, and manj of the 
freeholder were aaleep. Tbe latt«r, however, 
wakened Up when the next stage began. Sir 
Ewen Cbnieron oF Fasatem, who was in bia 8?tb 

E>ar, moved the election of tbe Right Hon. C. 
rant aa Member fur the Countj. Hr A. N. 
Mofleod of Harris seconded the motion. Mac- 
leod of Macleod, after explaining how he had 
aeen tt hia duty to retire from hja own candi' 
dature, nDminstcd Lord HocdonaJd, which pro- 
posal was Eecnnded by H^ckintoHb of Mackin- 
tosh. Both candidatcH then apoke. The poll 
shciwed 49 votes for Mr Grant and 10 for Lord 
Macdon.ild ; the latter beiug further aupported 
by 14 whose vot«a were tendered bat rejected. 
Mr Grant wae anpported by tihe great majority 
o[ Highland Chiefs and gentrv, whose confi- 
dence in himself he apoke of with nntnral pride. 
He afterwards entertained a company <if 140 
to dinner. Lord MaodonMd also «nterta.ined a 
coniideraWe parly, and the rivala eichntiged 
deputations and drank one nitothor's health. 

Ibid,— A general meeting of the Invemeaa Qns 
and Water Compiny waa held in the Town 
Hall. Provost Robertson of Aultnaskiach waa 
elected Chnirm:tn, and the following directora 
were appointed : — Mr Maclein. land surveyor; 
Dr Nicol ; Mr Macandrew, aolicitor ; Mr Smith 
of Dnlmore ; Mr Grey, merchant ; Dr Alexr. 
Macdonnld ; Mr Macleod of Pnrthill ; Mr Ed- 
warda, aolicitor; Mr Simon FT^■er, merchajit; 
and Convener Williamson. The buildings for 
the gasometer were reported aa being nearly 
completed, and a conaiderable quantity of gaa 
piping had arrived. 

July 19. — There is an article on the distress pre- 
vailing throughout the country. "It appears 
from the newapapers of the Midland' and North- 
ern Counties of England, aa well aa thoae from 
the South and Weat of Scotland, that the num- 
ber of persons out of work is daily incrcaaing; 
and neither poor rates nor charitable contribu- 
tions will lon;i auffice to support the immense 
numbers now dependent on them." The effect 
of the Com Lawa waa warmly discusaed. 

Julv 26.^Lord Francis Leveaon Gnwer was 
elected Member for the Comitv of Sutherland. 

August 16. — "The number of diatingaished and 
fashionable per«onageg who have this year 
Tiait«d the Highla^ of Scotland has been 
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beyond all ppcedent. . . Every shooting* 
box in the Highlands, far and near, is now 
filled with sportsmen of all ranks and condi- 
tions, from the highest-sounding aristocratic 
titles down to the pleasure-htinting Ck>ckney." 
In most of the cases mentioned, however, it is 
evident that the Highland proprietors were 
entertaining guests. 
September 6. — ^'Ministers have done themselves 
mfinite honour by resolving on their own re- 
sponsibility to open the ports for the im- 
mediate admission of foreign oats, oatmeal, i^e, 
Sease, and beans, on payment of the followmg 
uties: — Oats, per quarter, 2s; oatmeal, per 
boll, 2s 2d; rve, pease, and beans, per quar- 
ter, 3s 6d. lliis measure, which secures the 
subsistence of the poor, at a period of appre- 
hended scarcity, is founded on information laid 
before his Majesty, by which it appears that 
the home average |)rice of oats, pease, &c., ex- 
ceeded that at which, by Act of Parliament, 
the importation of foreign wheat was allowed ; 
that the crops of oats, pease, and beans of the 
present year had' failed to a considerable ex- 
tent; and that a deficiency in the potato crop 
was apprehended in many parts of the United 
Kingdom. These considerations, joined with 
the actual distress of the times, have induced 
Ministers wisely to adopt this measure for the 
relief of the people." 

Sei>tember 20. — ^Tne Rev. Charles Bayne, some- 
time minister at Fort-William, was on Wednes- 
day, 13Ui inst. admitted to the pastoral charge 
of tiie Parish of Fodderty, vacant by the death 
of the Rev. Mr Mackenzie. 

September 27. — ^The Northern Meeting was held 
on the previous week, and includd races at 
Dunancroy. Note is taken of the fact that the 
dinners, which were held as usual on each of 
the three days^ were attended by gentlemen 
only. **We believe that this year was the oidy 
one, since the Meeting was instituted in 1788, 
at which the ladies did not appear at the din- 
ner." No reason is assigned zor their absence. 
A service of silver plat« was presented to Mr 
Fraser of Culdiithel for his long and valuable 
services as secretary of the Meeting. 

Ibid. — Dr Robertson of Aultnaskiaoi was re- 
elected Provost of Inverness. 

October 11. — "We understand that George Gum- 
ming, Esq., London, late representative in Par- 
liament for this District of Burghs, has, in 
the most liberal manner, on retiring from that 
distinguished situation, presented the town of 
Nairn with an elegant eight-day clock, of the 
most superior machinery. This recent mark 
of the worthy member's attachment has been 



24 Intfemess Courier Index, [1826 



duly ^predated bv a oommimity whose in- 
terestc had uniformlj received his most assidu- 
out attention." 

October la— It is stated that the Bight. Hon. 
William Dundas, Lord Register of ScoUand, 
has been elected Provost of Tain. 

October 25.— The Right Hon. Charles Qrant, 
Member for the Gonnty of Inverness, and his 
brother, Robert Grant, Member for the District 
of Burghs, were presented on the 2l8t inst. 
with the freedom of the town of Forres. 

November 1. — At a meeting <d the Northern 
Institution, it was announced that Mr John 
Anderson, W.S., author of the History of the 
Erasers, and one of the secretaries of the So- 
cietT of Antiquaries, was the winner of the 
gola medal presentea by Sir George Macken- 
lie of Coul, for an essay on the State of Society 
and Knowledge in the Highlands in 1745, and 
the Progress made to the Present Day. Sir 
George was present, and presented the medal 
to 'Mr Anderson, delivering at the same time 
an address which is spoken of in high terms. 

November 29.— On Tridav the 24th inst. a dis- 
astrous snowtstonn occurred, the eflFects of 
which were long remembered. About seven in 
the morning a furious gale burst out, accom- 
panied by thick falling snow and occasional 
showers of sleet. "The Martinmas Market, 
which held here that day, was the means of 
leading many persons from home, and the town 
was more crowded than could have been ex- 
pected from the state of the weather. During 
the whole of that day and the following night 
the storm continued unabated, and even m town 
it became a matter of peril to pass from one 
house or street to another. As little or no 
business could be done in the streets, many 
people resorted in groups to the shelter afiforded 
by the closes in town, and others to the public- 
houses, and it is to be feared that to the neces- 
sarily prolonged visits of the people to these 
S laces of entertainment, several of the acci- 
ents of that night must be ascribed. The 
loss of lives of people venturing; home from the 
town to their places of abode in the country is 
variously estimated : there is a certainty, how- 
ever, tliat no fewer than 11 or 12 perished in 
the vicinity of Inverness. A man and a 
woman were found dead next mominff near 
Oastle Stewart, and two other ^rsons died on 
tiire road from this town to Nairn. A woman 
of the name of Grant, although accompanied by 
a sister, who could offer hir little help, ex- 
pired at the bridge of Moniack, within a short 
distance of her own home. Two young men 
who left town for Strathdeam in tne evening 
were found in a state of exhaustion by the 
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wayside, and died shortly thereafter while under 
the hands of some kind friends who were ad- 
ministering to their relief. Two men (Alex- 
ander Fraser, a labourer, andf Peter Oameron, 
a weaver) were found dead, the former near 
Cuidrash and the latter near Ardedrean, in the 
hill between Urquhart and the Aird ; a woman 
and her son, a boy of fifteen years of age, were 
likewise found dead at Duntemple, near the 
Church of Boleskine, and within 2Q0 yai^ of 
their own door. Thus there is the certainty of 
eleven persons at least having perished that 
evening. A tailor of the name of Fraser, from 
Qama&g, in Urauhart, left Abriachan on Fri- 
day for his own bouse, and has not since been 
heard of. Two of the shepherds on the farm 
of Borlum, near Fort-Augustus, have likewise 
been missing since Friday; and it is feared 
tiiat these last must be added to this melancholy 
list of deaths. Many were found on the roacfs 
in an exhausted and powerless condition ; but 
by the kind ministrations of passers by and 
neighbours, they have providentially re- 
covered." The coaches between Aberdeen and 
Inverness were delayed many hours bv the 
storm; one gave up the attein-t to make its 
way. To the North the roads were clearer, 
although the mails had to be carried across 
the Ora of Caithness on horseback. The storm, 
having beffun on Friday morning, abated some- 
what on Seiturday; Sunday was comparatively 
dear, but still intensely cold and boisterous; 
"even Monday and IXiesday were days on 
which no person who could stay in the house 
would be seen out." 

December 6. — A continuation of the account of 
the storm states that the loss of lives from the 
borders of Aberdeenshire and Perthshire was 
ascertained to be at least twenty-six, and there 
were a few people still missing. Besides that, 
more than twenty vessels had been wrecked, 
among these sixteen in the Moray Firth. 
There was great loss among sheep. Many 
trees had also been blown down. 

Ibid. — ^The gas light was now ready for use in 
town, and had bsen partially tried, giving uni- 
versal satisfaction. Arrangements were made 
by which the town was to have about seventy 
public gas lamps, besides twenty of the old 
stamp maintained in the suburbs and remote 
lanes. 

December 27. — ^There is a record of the death of 
the Rev. John Ross, who had gone out ai 
leader and pastor of an English colony i>lanted 
by the Columbian Agricultural Association. 
Mr Ross had an active and varied career on 
the London press before he undertook this 
Mission. 

4 
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No. III. 

Hie year 1827 is memorable for the retire- 
ment of Lord Liverpool from the office of 
Prime Mimster, which he had held for fifteen 
years, and for the short and troubled term 
of George Canning's Premiership. Lord 
Liverpool was a man of remarkable tact, who 
kept together a party and a Cabinet com- 
posed of conflicting elements. In February 
1827 he was laid aside by an apoplectic 
seizure, but so difficult was it to fix on a suc- 
sessor that he was nominally kept in office 
untU April. ^'He never recovered sufficient 
consciousness to enable him to resijgn his 
office.'' In April the King, much against his 
will, called on George Canning; to form an 
administration. Thoush Canning had been 
a powerful Minister, ne was greatly dis- 
trusted by the Tory party, and seven of his 
colleagues resigned. He managed to con- 
struct a Government with the aid of the 
T^gs, but his health was wei^, and the 
opposition to whidi he was subjected wore 
out his strength. He died on the 8th of 
August. 

The Notes in the second part of 1827 give 
a good deal of information as to the social 
condition of the town and district. The 
youth of Inverness seem to have been lawless, 
and smuggling was still far from extinct. 
The note on the 'Hblack huts" in Highland 
parishes possesses considerable interest. 

From the ** Inverness Courier,^* 
1827. 

JaDoary 3. — ''Although the choice of gas lights 
in this town has become pretty eeneral m a 
very brief space of time, vet we think it right 
to press the matter a little further on the at- 
tention of our townsmen and of our readers in 
general. In doing so, we feel ourselves justi- 
fied, inasmuch as \% was only since our last 
publication that the formalities of establishing 
gas lights were gone into. On the evenings of 
Thim^ay and Saturday last, Mr Anderson, of 
Perth, under whose special direction the gas 
lights of this town have been brought to so 
happy a state of perfection, delivered two lec- 
tures in the Town Hall on the benefits and 
economy of using this light in preference to 
any other kind of artificial light yet discovered." 
A report of a passage of Mr Anderson's lectures 
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follows. The directors of the gas works and 
other friends celebrated the inauguration of 
the light by dining in the Caledonian Hotel. 
January 10. — ^The Duke of York died on 6th Janu- 
ary, in the sixty-fourth year of his ace. By 
his demise the succession to the British Crown 
devolved on the Duke of Clarence, afterwards 
William IV. ; and it is noted that the next 
heir-presumptive was the Princess Alexan- 
drina Victona, daughter of the late Duke of 
Kent. 

Ibid. — A movement had sprung up in the North- 
em Coonties for a lighthouse in the Moray 
Firth. Some of the petitions advocated the 
selection of Tarbatness as the site ; others pro- 
posed \he Covesea or Stotfield Skerries. At 
this time there was no lighthouse west of 
Peterhead. The disastrous storm of the previ- 
ous November had given an impetus to the 
movement. 

Jar.uaiT 17. — Severe weather, which set in on 
the first day of the year, continued unabated. 
Frost, snow, thaw, and gales of wind, alter- 
nated in rapid succession. "There has conse- 
quently been a greater irregularity "in the ar- 
rival of the mails than has been known since 
the month of February 1823, when nine malls 
were due one morning in this town from the 
South. During the last fourteen days, four 
of the Caithness mails were due here at a time ; 
and the South mails were oftener than once 
from 12 to 16 hours behind their stated hour. 
The rivers flooded during the present week to 
an unprecedented extent. 

Ibid. — ^Among ffifts presented to the Northern 
Institution the following are noted : — An 
ancient stone reading desk, supported on a 
wreathed column, found while clearing out 
the foundations of St Giles Church, Elgin. Two 
beautifully sculptured heads, supposed to be 
from the roof of Elgin Cathedral. A small 
square of coloured glass and four copper coins 
found in the rubbish of St Giles Church. 
From Isaac Forsyth, Elgin. 

January 24. — It is noted that at a late meeting of 
the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, 
three additional stations were resolved upon, 
viz., Tarbat-Ness. in the Moray Firth; Cape 
Wrath, in Sutherland ; and the Mull of Gallo- 
way, in Wigtownshire. A paragraph in the 
next issue says that through the exertions of 
"hir Wm. Young, of Burghead, the Commission- 
ers were also likely to place a lighthouse at 
Covesea. 

February 14. — The subject of the Com Laws con- 
tinues to be vigorously discussed. In this 
iatue it is stated that the Magistrates met in 
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the Town Hall to consider the prices charged 
for bread, and reduced the loaf a halfpenny. 
The following were the rates fixed: — ^Tne 
quartern loaf of fine flour. S^df ; the household 
loaf, 7Ad. ''These pricey says the paragraph, 
''may be considered high, but taking toe ac- 
knowledged superiority of the Inverness bread 
and the price of flour into account, there is 
Uttle cause for complaint." 

February 28. — ^This issue gives a report of the 
meetinffin E^nburgh at which the authorship 
of the Waverley Novels was publicly disclofled. 
The meeting was the festival of the patrons of 
the Edinburgh Theatrical Fund. Lord 
Meadowbank made the announcement in giving 
the health of Sir Walter Scott, and Scott, in a 
pawky speech, replied. 

March 7. --What is Known as the apocrypha con- 
troversy was at this time racing throughout 
the country. It had to do with the sanction 
given by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety to the circulation on the Continent of 
the apomrphal boc^u bound up with the Scrip- 
tures. TfLe Inverness-shire Auxiliarjr discussed 
the question, and adopted the following resolu- 
tion: — "That the Inverness-shire Society for 
disseminating the Bible ought to have the 
power of employing their funds as they see 
most expedient, and therefore that they cease 
to be exclusively an Auxiliary to any Society 
whatever." 

March 14. — ^Terrible snow-storms were experi- 
enced in the early days of this motith. The 
storms were even more severe in the South of 
Scotland and in the North of England than in 
the Highlands. In the gales a great many 
vessels were wrecked. 

March 28. — County meetings were held to con- 
sider the propoMils of the (Government on the 
Com Laws. At the Inverness meeting it was 
resolved that the price of 60s per quarter for 
wheat does not afford an adequate protection, 
as wheat cannot be grown in this country so 
as to remunerate the grower at a less price than 
64s per quarter; tluit the price oi 32s per 
quarter for barley does not afford an. adequate 
remuneration to the grower, as barley cannot 
be grown in this country at a less price than 
368 per quarter; and that 26s for oats per 
quarter is as low as that species of grain can 
be grown without injury to the asriculturist. 
Other county meetings passed similar resolu- 
tions. 

Ibid. — **Died, at Dalkeith, on the 11th curt., 
Mrs Isabella Ramsav^ wife of James Watson. 
Esq., representative of the ancient families of 
Moray and Kinnaird of Oblbisi, in Moray- 
shire. 
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April 4. — "The eleffant new Roman Catholic 
Chapel built at Wester Eskadale, in Strath- 
fflaaSi by Thomas Alexander Fraser, £&(}. of 
Lovatj was opened on Sunday last for divine 
worship." 

libd. — One of the honorary members elected to 
the Northern Institution was Mr R. L Murchi- 
son (known later to fame as Sir Roderick), 
secretary to the Geological Society of London. 
A letter from Murchison was also read on the 
coal deposits at Brora. A paper was read on 
the eeoiogy of the River Findhom, written by 
Sir Ihomas Dick Lauder. A manuscript was 
also presented, which is described as *'a curious 
local record of occurrences in Inverness, which 
appears to have been kept by the old family 
of Chives of Muirtown." 

Ibid. — An article on public libraries in the North 
contains some interesting information. "Hie 
first book shop in Inverness appears to have 
been opened about the year 1775; but we be- 
lieve tnere are some persons still alive who 
recollect when the stationery of our Northern 
Capital and its minor brethren was supplied 
by the Postmaster alone, who generally kept 
a few sheets of writing paper, pens, and ink, 
stuffed in among his packages of dried plums, 
sugar, and tobacco. We have also been told 
by some kind old friends that in theiryounger 
days the library of a respectable Highland 
laira often cimtained no more than a oopv of 
the Bible, a few almanacks, and parcels of the 
old Edinburgh Advertiser or Scots Magazine." 
The (ddcst Subscription Library in the North 
was that of Mr Forsyth, Elgin. It was estab- 
lished in 1780, and now contained upwards of 
5000 volumes. In 1820 a Subscription Library 
was opened in Inverness, and about the same 
time similar associations were started in Nairn, 
Campbelltown, Dingwall, Tain, Skye, Tober- 
mory. Fort-William, and Stromness. A library 
had been instituted at Forres some years be- 
fore. The article gives an account of the 
library of theological and historical books be- 
queatned to Inverness in 1740 by Dr James 
Fraser, of Chelsea, and still preserved in the 
Session-house of the Inverness High CSiurch. 

Ibid.— *'At Moy, near Forres, on the 17th ult, 
at an advanced ase, Mrs Grant of Moy, wife 
of the late Colonel Hugh Grant of Moy. This 
venerable lady was maternal aunt of the Mar- 
quis de Lauriston, Marechal of France, of 
Francis John William Law of Lauriston, Esq., 
in the County of Edinbui^h, and grand-aunt 
of Cullinff Charles Smith, Esa., Receiver- 
General ofthe Customs of England, brother-in- 
law of Field-Marshal the DuCe of Wellington. 
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The mortal remains of Mrs Grant were con- 
veyed from Forres by a great number of the 
respectable gentlemen of this neighbourhood, to 
the family buryinff-ground in the retired valley 
of Urqumurt, on uie bankv of Loch-Ness ; and 
her intermenti may be noticed as beinff amonff 
the lingering instances of a genuine Highland 
funeral, where the wild music of the pipe, the 
feast, and the sheU formed indispensaole ac- 
companiments of the obsequies." 

April 18. — The Earl of Idyerpool, who had been 
long Prime Minister, was stricken with apo- 
plexy in February, but retained office until 
April. It is now announced that Qeorge Can- 
ning had formed a new Admioistration, but he 
was opposed by a strong section of his own 
party. Seven coUeaffues resigned on his ap- 
pointment as Prime Minister. 

Had. — ^The town of Inverness is declared to be 
at this time '^n a state of immorality and dis- 
order, scarcely ever remembered." There were 
many thefts and what are called riots. "Such 
is the disorderly state of the town that none 
but a brave man dare venture to be outi after 
nightfall, liable as he is to be insulted or to 
have his pocket picked." The want of an 
efficient police force encouraged this state of 
things. 

Ibid. — ^The previous week a party of revenue 
men were compelled' to retreat from Strathglass. 
They put up at the public-house at Comar, 
and were warned that if they did not instantly 
return, ''after what they had already de- 
stroyed," worse would happen to them. Mr 
Macniven, who was in charse of the party, dis- 
regarded the warning, and ne:di morning set 
forward. "About two miles beyond the pub- 
lic-house a smart fire commenced from the upper 
grounds, and on airiving in a nairow pass of 
the road, his further progress was opposed by 
about twenty men, armM with muskets and 
arrayed witmn gunshot. The Revenue party, 
consisting of ten men, beinff armed only with 
pistols and short cutlasses, nad no alternative 
but to retreat from the determined purpose of 
slaughter shown bv the smugglers, and retired 
accordingly from tne unequal contest ; nor is it 
of any avail for the Revenue officers to attempt 
a seizure in that quarts until powerfully re- 
inforced and efficiently armed." 

Ibid.— The prize essay by Mr John Anderson on 
the state of the Highlands is noticed at length 
in this issue. 

April 25.— "The Right Hon. Charles Grant of 
Glenelg has paid a* legacy of £200 left bj his 
father to the Socie^ for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge in Scotland, mr Grant hai made 
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a further donation of £50 from himself to that 
Society." 

Ibid. — ^There is a long report of a trial of three 
men from Oaitlmesfl, charged witJi mobbing 
and riotins at the Oaithness election. They 
were found cniilty of mobbing with intent to 
obetmct, and were sentenoed to three months' 
imprisonment. As the Jail of Wick was re- 
inresented to be insufficient, thej were ordered 
to be confined in the JaU of Taon. 

May 9.— "Died here on the 25th ult., Mr John 
NicoL aged 62. The character of Mr Niool 
afforaed an eminent example of thepower aM 
beauty of Christian principle. He was by 
trade a common mason, and was deprived of sight 
in his 35th year ; yet although blind and com- 
paratively indigent, he became an instrument 
of great usefulness, particularly in the exten- 
sion of reliffious instruction by means of Sab- 
bath Schoou; and he was regarded among a 
wide curcle of every rank as an object of 
general reverence and esteem, for he adorned 
his religious profession by singular devoted- 
ness, uprightness, and sincerity. His death 
being felt as a public loss, several of the Magi- 
staratee and clergy of the town appeared as 
chief mourners at his funeral, and on the fol- 
lowing Sabbath, the Rev. John Macdonald of 
Urquhart delivered an, impressive funeral ser- 
mon to a crowded congregation." 

May 23. — ^'^e gather from the proceedings in 
Parliament that a great improvement has token 
place in every branch connected with the 
trade of the manufacturing districts. There 
has also been a gradual improvement in the 
receipts of the revenue since the commence- 
ment of the present ouarter ; and the Minister's 
Budget is likely to be much more satisfactory 
than was anticipated three months ago." 

May 30. — ^At the time of the meeting of the 
General Assembly, a hundred gentlemen who 
took a warm interest! in the scheme for estab- 
lishing additional schools and oatechists in the 
Highlands and Islands supped in the Waterloo 
HoteL Principal Baird was in the chair, and 
the croupiers were Lord Qlenorchy, Macleod of 
Macleod, and Dr Chalmers. It wa« mentioned 
that 35 schools had already been established, 
and means of instruction conveyed to 2000 per- 
sons. The success of the scheme, it was stated, 
was specially due to Dr Baird. It may be 
noted that this supper party sat till two o'clock 
a.m. 

Ibid. — ^The Univravitv of Tubingen conferred the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine on Dr J. I. Nicol, 
Inverness, and elected him a member of the 
Faoolty. 
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Ibid — Lord Francis LeTcson-Gower, haying ac- 
cepted office as a Commissioner <rf the Treasory, 
had to seek re-election for the Goantr of Suther- 
land. The election took place at Dornoch on 
the 23nL 

June 13. — ^"We notice with great satisfaction the 
progress of several improvements in the way 
of taking down old and minons houses and 
hnilding new and handsome ones in their room. 
The turnpike and the projecting turret which 
for upwards of a centiny disfigured our High 
Street is now givine way for a fine modem 
building of improved construction. An old 
tenement in bridge Street, i^posite the Ck>urt- 
house has likewise been taken down, and a new 
one is in course of beiuff built. The Commer- 
cial BankiM Company nave contracted for an 
elegant buiklinff m C3iurdb Street, and our 
Theatre in Inelis Street has been converted 
into spacious snops." 

Ibid. — Thib Inverness Bible Society voted £60 to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society ; £20 to 
the ssme Society to circulate Hebrew Testis 
ments among the Jews ; £20 to the Irish Evan- 
ffelical Society; and to the Edinburgh Qaelic 
Society £20 in aid of a pocket edition of the 
Qaelic Bible— in all, £120.— The Ncnrthem 
Missionary Society held its twentv-sixth anni- 
versary meeting in Ibvemess. Collection at 
tne gate, £46 lOs; donations and subscrip- 
tions, £23 15s. 

June 20. — The Com Bill promoted by the Go- 
vemment was met in the House o'f Lords bv 
an amendment, proposed by the Duke of Wel- 
lington. The amendment was carried, and 
the bill was lost. A temporary measure was 
passed releasing com in bond. 

June 27.— The Duke of Gordon died on the 17th 
eurl at his residence in Iffount Street, Berkeley 
Square. London. He was bom in 1743, and 
fuoceeded his father in 1752. He married in 
1767 Jane, daughter of William Maxwell of 
Mbnreatii. who died in 1812, and by whom he 
had issue— George, Marquis of Huntly, bom in 
1770 J and five daughters, namely, Duchess- 
Dowager of Richmond, Lady MaiWet Pal- 
mer, DucheM of Manchester, Marchioness 
Cornwallis. and Duchess of Bedford. The 
notice of the Duke says:— "To those who en- 
joyed the hospitality oiF Gordon Castle his affa- 
bility was peculiarly pleasing. It was not the 
affected condescension of the great man to his 
inferiors, but the genuine politeness of a noble- 
man who preserved his own dSgnity without 
foiling on others the consciousness of their own 
humbler lot. He was for more than half-a^ 
century in possession of the Gordon Estates, 
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aind his tenanti were often ii^eard to remark, in 
tiieir uniophiflticated style of praise, *tliat the 

' Duke's word was as good as his bond.' That 
his Grace had failings which embittered his 
domestic life we shall neither deny n(»> extenu- 
ate ; but in spite of them we have no hesitation 
in saying that he will be long remembered and 
deeply regretted by those who had the honour of 
his acquaintance. The Marquis of Huntly, 
who had long been a man of mark in the coun- 
try, now succeeded his father a« Duke of Gor- 
don. 

Ibid. — ^The improved state of the country is the 
subject of a long article connected with the 
annual Sheep and Wool Market. As to this 
market, the writer says: — ^'^e have the best 
grounds for knowing that about 120,000 stones 
of wool and 150,000 sheep were disposed of on 
terms generally agreeable to all parties. The 
prices on an averaffe were from 15 to 20 per 
cent, higher than those of last year, and more 
than 50 per cent, better than could have been 
justly expected, considering the state of the 
country at the close of last year and at the com- 
mencement of Uie present one." 

Ibid.— John Peter Grant, Esq. of Rothiemur- 
chus late M.P. for Tavistock, is appointed one 
of the Judges of the Supreme Coi^ of Bom- 
bay. 

July 4. — ^There is a notice of the death of Mr 
Alexander Wilson, tenant of Gervally, a native 
of Berwickshire, who had been brought north 
in 1798 by Mr Cununing of Belugas to super- 
intend improvements on his estate. Mr Wil- 
son afterwards carried out improvements at Dun- 
phail and Logie, and Mr Peterkin's property of 
Grange. He became tenant of the farms of 
Downduff, Logie, Ardoch, and Gervally, which 
"gave him complete control over an extensive 
range of the twm valleys of the Findhom and 
Divie, where the banen parts felt the full in- 
fluence of his exertions, and the rueged wilder- 
ness became a smiling land, spreading its yel- 
low crops widely beneath the autumnal sun." 
The Counties of Moray and Nairn, it is stated, 
benefited sreatly by his superior skill in engin- 
eering public roads and other country opera- 
tions. He is spoken of as a man of great in^ 
dependence ana integrity, and univenally re- 
spected. 

Ibid. — A ganff of thieves who had long infested 
the town ox Inverness attacked a man in the 
Green of Muiitown, and robbed him of a 
pocket-book containing a deposit receipt of 
£70. It is stated that seven persons were im- 
plicated, and three young men were soon ap- 
prehended. "The state o? the town," says the 
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paragraph, 'loudly calls for the eatabliahment of 
an cifficient police, and a oower to inflict amn- 
mary pnniahmentB on tncti chanK^era.'* 
July 11. — ^At a ffeneral meeting of the abare- 
holdera of the Gaa and Water Company, the 
directors gave in their financial report, snowing 
capital stock called up and obligations due by 
the Company amounting in all to £8736. The 
directors did not think it would be prudent or 
advantageous as yet ''to commence acdve oper- 
ations in the water department; but tbey 
trusted that at no distant period this improve- 
ment, so long and so much wanted in Inverness, 
would be gone into." 
July 25. — ^At the High Court of Justiciary on the 
loth inst., two men from the Cabrach were 
tried for being among a partr which had op- 
po«ed the Revenue officers with fire-anna. The 
party numbered from 15 to 20 men, and fired 
several volleys at the officers, wounding one 
man. The accused, who pleaded guiltv to de- 
forcement, were sentenced to transportation 
for life. Other two had been charged. One 
did not appear, and was outlawed, while an 
obiection was sustained to the citation of the 
otner. 
Ibid. — A party of the 74th Regiment, whose 
depot was at Perth, was detacheid to Outleton 
of Braemar, and another from the 25th Regi- 
ment lat Aberdeen to Corgarf, with the view 
of amdsting to suppress smuggling in these quar- 
ters. 
August 1. — ^The remains of the late Duke of Qor- 
don were brought nort^ to Qordon OMtle, 
where they lay m state for several dajs. On 
the 24th ult. they were interred with gr^itt 
ceremony in the family tomb in JSlffin 
OftthedraL A long account is given of uie 
funeral. 
August 8. — At a county meeting, it was unani- 
mously resolved to erect toll ffSea on the Fort- 
George Road and the Higbland Road under 
the provisions of the Road Act, Mr Mitchell 
being authorised to erect these gates where he 
consSlered proper. The meeting resolved to 
apply for powers to erect further tolls. 
Ibid. — ^The death is announced of Mr Charles 
Pickton, teacher of the Livemesa Central 
School, where he had charge of 400 chikftren, 
under the Lancaatrian system. Mr Pickton 
waa a native of England, and at the head of a 
large sdiool in New York before coming to In- 
verness. He had to leave the States on ac- 
count of ill-health. In Invemesa he was very 
suooettful and much respected. 
August 15. — ^The death is announced of the Prime 
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Mii^Ster, George Canning, and a warm tribute 
ijB paid to his talents and services. 

Ibid. — ^Lord Ck>lchester was at this time in the 
North <m a tour of inspection of the Parlia- 
mentaiT roa^ and bridges. He was presented 
with the freedom of the burghs of tnvemess, 
DmffwaU, Tain, and Dornoch. At Inverness, 
at uie same time, Mr Fraser of Lovat, 'Seho 
possesses a high hereditary claim to this privi- 
lege,*' was also presented with the freedom. 

August 22. — "John Mltuidonald, a Highlander, 
died at Eklinburg^ last week at the advanced 
age of 107. He was bom in Qlen-Tinsdale, in 
the Xfile of Skye, and like the other natives of 
that quarter, was bred to rural labour. Earlv 
one morning, while looking after his black 
cattle, he was surprised by the sight of two 
ladies, as he thought, winding slowly round a 
hill, and approaching the spot where he stood. 
When they came up, they inquired for a well 
or stream where a dnnk of water could be ob- 
tained. He conducted them to the Virgin 
WeU, an excellent spring, which was held in 
great reverence on account of its Jbeing the 
scene of some superstitious and legendary tales. 
When they had quenched their thirst, one of 
the ladies rewarded Macdonald with a shilling, 
the first silver coin of which he waa possessed. 
At their own request, he escorted them to a 
gentleman's house at some distance ; and there, 
to his great surprise and satisfaction^ he learned 
that the two Hadies' were Flora Maodom^d 
and Prince CSiarles Stewart. This was the 

Eroudest incident in Maodonald's patriarchal 
fe, luid when surrounded bv nis Celtic 
brethren, he used to dilate on all the relative 
circumstances with a sort of hereditary en- 
thusiasm and more than the common garrulity 
of age. He afterwards turned joiner, and bore 
a conspicuous part in the building of the first 
Protestant Church which was erected in the 
Island of North Uist. He came to Edinburgh 
23 years ago, and continued to work at his trade 
till he was 97 years of age. He was a temper- 
ate, regular-living man, and never had an hour's 
sickness in the whole course of his life. He 
used to dance regularly on New- Year's Days, 
along with some Highland friends, to the bag- 
pipe. On New-Years Day 1825, he danced' a 
reel with the ittber, the son, the grandson, and 
great-grandflon, and was in more than his usual 
spirits. His hearing was nothins impaired, and 
till within three weeks of his demise without 
glasses he coidd have threaded the finest 
needle with facilitv." This paragr^A is 
quoted from an Edinburgh paper. 
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August 29. — "Bandb of shearers wbo weot from 
our Northern Division of the island to the 
South in search of employment, as for many 
years they have been wont to do fen' lack of 
sufficient work at home, are daily returning in 
the moiBt wretched state of destitution. The 
influx of Irish into the South, wbo seem will- 
ing to work for the merest pittance, appeus 
to have rendered the harveist labour a drug in 
the market. To keep life in the body, some of 
our poor country people reporti they would work 
for fourpence a day and their maintenance; 
but even this they could not obtain, and they 
are now begging their way home.** 

September 5.--0n Tuesdav, 2l8t ult., the Rev. 
Roderick Macrae was admitted minister of the 
Gkivemment Church lately built at Shieldaig, in 
the parish of Applecross, Presbyt^y of I^h- 
carron. Mr Macrae had laboured for upwards 
of 30 years in Torridon. The Dowager Mrs 
Mackenzie of Applecross presented a service of 
plate to the church in memory of her daughter. 
"This,** says the paragraph, "is the first set- 
tlement of a minister that has as yet taken place 
in any one of the Qovemment cnurches in the 
Highlands.** 

Ibid. — ^The issue contains the speech delivered in 
the House of Commons in 1782 by the Hon. 
Archibald Eraser of Lovat in seconmng the mo- 
tion of the Marquis of Montrose in favour of 
repealing the Act making it illegal to wear the 
Highland dress. 

September 12. — Seven toll bars are reported as 
m course of erection, one on the Fort-George 
Road below the farm of Seafield, and the others 
between CafitlehiU and Dalwhinnie. This 
measure led to proposals, especially by the 
County of Sutherland, for the reopening of the 
old drove roads. Correspondence appears on 
the subject in our columns, and discussions 
took place at county meetings. 

September 26. — ^Three youn^ men who robbed a 
man of his pocket-book m TeMbrd Street in 
Julv were tried af the Circuit Court, and were 
each sentenced to transportation for 14 years. 
A fourth man had escaped. 

October 3. — John Fredenck Jjofd Cawdor was 
created Viscount Emlyn and Eail Cawdor. 

Ibid. — James Grant of Bught was elected Pro- 
vdrt of Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting was held in the Isflt 
week of September, accompanied by the races 
at Duneancroy. No special feature is re- 
ported. 

October 10. — Died, at Inverness, on the 27th 
nit., in the 68th year of her age, Hn Axauh 
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bella Fraser, widow of Mr Alexander Fraser. 
late merchant in Inverness, after a few da3r8 
illness. No particulars of Mrs Fraser's life are 
given, but her character and good works are 
spoken of in such terms as to show that she 
occupied a place of importance in the town. 

October 17.--Jame8 Fowler of Raddery elected 
Provost of Fortrose ; Alexander Fraser of Inch- 
coulter, Provost of Dingwall ; Right Hon. W. 
Dundafl, Lord Register of Scotland, Provost of 
Tain. 

October 31. — At the annual meeting of the North- 
em Institution there was submitted a letter to 
the Secretary from the late Riffht Hon. George 
Canning in return for a copy of the Prize Essay 

Eublished by the Institution. The letter was 
olojnraph, and was written but shortly before 
Mr Canning was attacked by his fatal illness. 
It wa0 dat^ 11th July. 

November 7. — ^Intimation is made that the Rev. 
Mr Clark was to preaob an English sermon 
every Sunday evening at 6 o'clock m the Gaelic 
Church. '^The opportunity of public worship 
is hereby afforded to those who are not other- 
wise employed in religious exercises on the 
Lord's I>a,j.'* The church had been fitted up 
withes lights. 

Ibid. — ^The new Episcopal Chapel at Fortrose waa 
opened on the 1st inst. Alter ihe usual ser- 
vices an important sermon was preached by 
the Rev Charles Fyvie, Inverness. 

November 14. — '^Despatches were received at the 
Admiralty on Saturday last, announcing the 
total destruction on the 20tti of October at the 
combined Turkish and Egyptian Fleets in the 
Harbour of Navarino, by the English, French, 
and Russian squadrons. Out of 70 ships of 
war, of which tne Turkish Fleet consisted, only 
eight of the smaller vessels escaped." 

Ibid. — "Owing to the vigilance of Captain Oliver, 
of the Kevenue cutter Prince of Wales, and 
the new Excise officers on shore, smuggling is 
now so completely put down in the Long Island 
that there is actually not a drop of illicit 
whisky to be got fkom the Butt of Lewife to 
Barra Head; and there is probably at tliis 
moment a larger supply of legal whisky on ita 
wav from Greenock, for the supply of Stomo- 
way alone, than was ever imported into the 
whole Heloides before." 

Ibid. — The issue contains a long and interesting 
account of a trip through the Reav countrv, 
in Sutherland. The writer describes Loch- 
Shin. Tongue, the moor called the Moin, Loch- 
Ekiboll, and the Durness district. Hie Moin 
is described as "in many parts so boggy that 
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our horses frequently sunk beyond their knees." 

November 21.— In this number there is a notice 
of the first edition of CSiambers's History of 
the *45. An extivct is giyen of the account of 
the Rout of Moy, and a note appended to it 
savs: — ^'*Lady Drumnmir^s House is the third 
below the Mason Lodge in Church Street. It 
is stiU a house of respectable appearance ; but 
though remarkable as the best nouse in the 
town, and the only one containing a* room in 
which there was not a bed^ it is now but <me 
of second-rate quality in this thriving and fast- 
improving town. Ine bedroom occupied by 
Uie Piince and Duke is at the back of the 
house, with a window commanding a view of 
the saiden." 

Novenu)er 28. — ^Previous to this time there waa 
no path to the Fall of Foyers. Lord Colchester, 
on his recent visit, suggested that an access 
should be formed, and left £5 with Mr Ifitchell, 
C.E., as the beginning of a subscription for 
this purpose. 

Ibid. — There is a Ions letter, with an introductory 
article, on the suojecb of the houses of the 
Highland peasasitry. An uncomfortable pic- 
ture is ffiven of the black huts with the ociUet 
for smoke in the roof, and the adjoining cow- 
house, stable, and bajm. The writer of the 
letter estimates the population of an ordinary 
Highland parish at 2000, and says that three- 
fomths, or more commonly lour-fifths, Hve in 
black huts. He thinks that there are GOO huts 
and 500 outhouses, making a total of 1000; 
and tbaiy the cost of erection is £12 a^pieoe, or 
£12,000 for the parish. Some of these houses, 
however, required repair every two or three 
years, and none could do without repair more 
than five years, ''so that every five y^ears they 
cost in repairing about half Uie original price 
of the building?' The writer argued for the 
erecticm of a better class ol hoiue, rather more 
exDensive (he puts the cost at £20 1), but more 
durable and toereSore more economical. 

December 12.— "The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in consequence of a representa- 
tion made to them of the scarcity of Bibles in 
the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, have 
requested the Inverness-shire Bible Society to 
take the most effectual measures for supplyinj; 
the wants of the people, so far as it is practi- 
cable to ascertain them. For this ena two 
thousand Gaelic Bibles and Testaments and 
English Scriptureb to the value of £100 were 
voted on the 3rd inst. tor cheap sale and 
gratuitous distribution, to be at the disposal of 
the Inverness shirs Society. These are given 
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as a fint grant, with the ezpreaa understanding 
thali farther and ample grants are to be ex- 
pected so soon as these are disposed of." 

Ibid.~The Earl of Moray presented the Rev. Mr 
Ferries, Ayoch, to the Churdi of Edinkillie, 
raoaiyt b^ the death of Rev. Mr Macfarlane, 
the previous incnmbent. 

December 19. — 'The beneficial conseq|nences of 
Lwd Colchester's recent visit to the Highlands 
begin to manifest themselves. The heavy and 
impolitic dnes on the Cdedonian Canal which 
amounted aknost to a prohibition of the use 
of that great and useful work have been re- 
duced one-half. . . The Highlands of Scot- 
land owe much to the labours of this Noble- 
man. Not only the Canal, but the great lines 
of roads through the Northem* Counties were 
executied by a Commission of which he was a 
leading and representative member, and his 
reoent visit to this county was, we believe, 
undertaken with a view to consolidate and com- 
plete the great works ci internal oonmiunica^ 
tion, both by land and water, to which his 
labours have been so long and so happfly 
directed." 
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No. IV. 

The administration of Lord Goderich, 
which has been aptly described as "the 
weakest administration of the century/' came 
to an end at the close of 1827, and a new 
Government came into office at the beginning 
of 1828, with the Dnke of Wellington as 
Prime Minister and Sir Robert Peel as Home 
Secretary. The Whig section, led by 
Hnskisson, joined the reconstractea Ministry, 
but there was friction ht)m the outset, and 
by-and-bye pronounced differences of opinion 
appeared. The session is memorable for the 
r^eal of the Test and Oorporation Acts, 
which remoTed the disabilities of Dissenters, 
and was a victory for the Whigs. 

In April 1828 Mr Robert Carruthers came 
to Inverness as editor of the "Oourier," and 
three years afterwards became proprietor. 
He conducted the paper with unrivalled dis- 
tinction for the long period of fifty years. 
At the splendid banquet to which he was 
entertained in 1871, Dr Carruthers gave inter- 
esting reminiscenoes of his arrival in Inver- 
ness and of his early experiences. — 

*^ I have a very vivid recollection," he said, "of 
my first journey in the Highlands, fnnn Perth to 
Inverness, and of tbe interest and anzietv with 
which I waiiched from the top of the mail coadi 
every turn of that wild, sinuous, picturesque road, 
whidi 

'Winds with the vale and wins the long ascent.' 

It was in spring of 1828, forty-three years aud a- 
half since, and I had brought with me a letter 
received snortly before from our late townsman, 
Mr Roderick Reach, who was then, along with 
another valued friend, Provost Ferguson, a pro- 
prietor of the 'Oourier.' The Reform Bill broke 
up that business connection, an it did many other 
connections, and in the vear 1831 threw the paper 
entkely into my own nands. but it caused no 
estrangement or coldness on tne part of my earlv 
and affectionate Inverness frienas. Mr Reach 
afterwards removed to Londbn, and hecame the 
prince of newftpi^er coiTespondents, in which 
capacity I was largely indebted to him. He was 
a man ol a kind and generous nature, of very 
striking and varied talent." 

Dr Oarruthers mentioned the fact that the 
first editor of the i>aper was Mrs Johnstone, 
a lady who afterwaros attained considerable 



reputation as the aathor of several bonks and 
the editor of Tait's Magazine. She had left, 
however, about three yeiirs before Carruthers 
csme, and in the interval the paper had been 
wraewhat neglected. "To be local and to be 
useful" wan the chief desire of the new editor, 
and the change teas at once visible in the 
news columns. Dr Carruthers poiutst out 
that a hnay and stormy period aa rBgards 
public affairs set in with the year 1828. 
I'Indeed," he said, "1828 stands aa a sort of 
isthmus between the old and the new systems 
of Government. The Duke of Wellington 
and Bir Robert Peel were in office ; Lord 
Eldon Btill clung to the Qreat Seal. But 
Ministers looked one way and rowed nnother. 
They bad adopted Lord John Russell's re- 
solntion for repealing the Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts, thus freeing the Dissenters from 
the nominal restriction or stigma which de- 
graded them." It was the new editor's first 
duty to chionicle the second reading of the 
biU, and it gave him groat satisfaction to 
congratulate the country on the conduct of 
the Premier and the GovemmeDt. He 
meDtlonH ia his speech some of the taxes on 
knowledge which then existed, "The news- 
paper of 1828 was a small, meagre sheet, price 
sevenpence, burdened with a paper duty of 
threepence per pound weight, a stamp duty 
of fourpence on every sheet, and a duty of 
three shillings and sixpence on every ad- 
rertiaement. In 1828 we had just three 
newspapers north of Aberdeen — two in In- 
vemesB and one in Elgin, then recently 
established." The last mentioned was the 
"Elgin Courier," conducted by Mr James 
Grant, afterwards editor of the "Morning 
Advertiser." 

The dissensions in the Duke of Wellington's 
Cabinet came to a head in May. "The 
Ministry," says Mr Spencer Walpole, "had not 
lasted for half-a-year, but it had been rent 
during the whole period by internal divisions. 
The members of it held radically different 
riewa on almost every question which came 
before then. They could not agree upon 
foreign policy; they could not agree upon 
the corn-laws ; they could not agree about 
Reform ; they only abstained from quarrelling 
on the Romnn Catholic question because tbey 
had agreed from the first to differ npnn it." 
The first rupture occurred on the Corn BiU, 
bnt it was patched up, although Charles 
Grant wsa with difficulty prevented from re- 
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Bigmng. Then came a dispute about the 
diafranch i semen t of the borough of East Ret- 
ford, which returned two members, and had 
been proved to be corrupt. On the question 
whether the two ae«ts should be transferred 
to the adjacent hundred or given to the 
town of Bimiingbam, Peel supported the 
enfranchLsement of the hundred and Hus- 
ktseon voted agaiuat it. On going home, 
Huskisson wrote a hasty letter to the Duko 
of Wellington, giving him the opportunity of 
"placing m^ ofiice in other hanoB," and the 
Duke, wearied with dissensions, treated this 
as a rSKignatioa, and accepted it. The re- 
tirement of Huskisson was followed by that 
of Paltnerston, Grant, Dudley, and Lamb. 
"Grant, biilliant but irresolute, had witli 
difficulty been dissuaded from resigning in 
March. There wan no difficulty in persuad- 
ing him to resign in May." 

Among the new appointments waa that of 
Vesey Fitzgerald, the member (or Clare, as 
President of the Board of Trade. The 
appointment vacated the seat, and Daniel 
CrConnell contested it with him, and was 
triuiiiphatitly returned. The question of 
Catholic Emancipation was thus brought to 
a crisis. During the rest of the year there 
was violent agitation in Ireland, which by- 
and-bye spread to otiier parte of the kingdom. 
Peel and the Duke were formd to consider 
the situation afresh, and at the opening of 
Parliament in 1829 they accepted t^e neces- 
sity, and announced that they were to bring 
in a bill for Catholic Emancipation. 

Frmii the " Invcrnttt Courier." 



Esq., mercbiuit, Obarlcntomi, Caroliaa, 
native of Invemees. Tlie animal vaa but 
yonng, and his toafincment appears to have 
rendered him comparstiveiy tame." One would 
like to knnw what became of that i-ligawr. It 
was on uncanny gift for a Scientific Society. 
January 23 and 30.— The first date is absent from 
the hie. It contained an account of the deaUi 
of HacdoneU of Gleugarry, who waa killed on 
the 14lh of January, when he jumped ashiMW 
from the wrecked atejuncr "Stirling Caatle" at 
Onrran, near Fort-Willi«n, Iq the inu« of 
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the 30th there «ire spirited verses which de- 
scribe him as '^ike his own mountain torrent, 
impetuous and proud," and proceed — 

"Noble his form was and lordly his bearing, 
Well suited the tartan and heather his wear- 
ing, 
And ne'er did the erne his dark plumage 

bestow, 
To nod o*er a statelier, manlier brow." 

Glengarry was the last Highland Gliief who 
adhered to the style of living of his ancestors, 
and went about with a full retinue of kiltea 
attendants, who went by the name of "Qlen- 
garry*8 tail." The historians of the Clan Don- 
ald admit that he had grave faults of character 
which often led him into serious scrapes; bat 
they also dwell on his noble qualities. "Many 
of his faults were traceable to his having been 
left, like Byron, without a strong guiding hand 
in vouth, lacking the discipline so greatly 
neeaed by a nature so intense and volcanic as 
his On the other hand, his virtues were all 
hi^ own. He was kind-hearted and generous, 
and dispensed a noble hospitiality, so that one 
of tho gentlemen of his own Clan has truly 
placed on record tbat Qlengarry had the heart 
of a prince." His lavish expenditure embar- 
rassed his estates, and ultimately led to their 
being sold. Scott is supposed to have drawn 
many of tlie features of Fergus M'lvor from 
the character of Qlengarry, whom he knew 
welL 

January 30. — "Died at Nessbank, Inverness, on 
the ZSrd inst., after a short and servere illness, 
in the 67th vear of his age, Captain Robert 
Sutherland of ixessbank, formerly of the 72nd 
Re^ment of Foot." The paper devotee an 
article of some length to Captain Sutherland, 
who was evidently a man of humour, talent, and 
sterling character^ as well as of varied experi- 
ence. "He had spent his early life in India, 
and had seen much of the world, ifs nuamers 
and customs. He had turned these opportuni- 
ties to ffood account ; he had observed and read 
much, but had reflected more. His home had 
long been on the 'tented- field and stormy sea,' 
and he inclined occasionally to relate anecdotes 
of the times when Comwallis directed tlie ener- 
gies of British soldiers on the plains of Hindos- 
tan and Hughes battled on the wave. To 
these anecdotes he could impart that interest 
which arises from clear recollection and lucid 
arrangement of the facts." 

Ibid. — ^There is an article on eminent living per- 
sona of the name of Qrant. lliey make a dis- 
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tinguished roll. There were eight living per- 
sons of the name who were then, or h%d been, 
members of the House of Gommoos. 

Febmary 6. — ^The remains of Glengany were in- 
terred on the Ist inst. There was a large 
gathering. AlxHit 150 gentlemen sat down to 
dinner at noon in a room in the Scpiare of 
Glengarry, and the other attendants, number- 
ing Sbout 1500, were plentifully supplied with 
bread, cheese, and whisky. ^The procession 
commenced about two o'clock afternoon, and 
reached Elilfinnan, the place of interment, dia- 
tant about five miles from Invergerry. between 
four and five o clock. The body, enclosed in a 
double c<^ftn, lead and wood, was borne breast- 
high by [the number is indistinct] Highland- 
ers, who were relieved at regular intemds. The 
day was uncommonly tempestuous ; and the pro- 
cession had to pass through a swollen bum, 
reaching above the knees of the people in the 
procession. The whole ceremony was over by 
five o'clock in the afternoon, iflie diief mour- 
ner was the young Chief of Glengairy, the only 
surviving son of the late Mao Mhic Alister. 
Young Glengarry was dressed in the full High- 
land garb of nis ancestors, with an eagle's 
feather in his bonnet, covered with crape. He 
was supported by his ma4;emal uncle, Lord 
Medwyn, and his paternal unde, oolonci Mac- 
donell, of the Guards. Some hundreds of the 
people were arrayed in the Highland garb ; 
the mournful pibroch was wailed forth by the 
pipers; and none of the formalities usually 
attendant on the obsequies of a great chief 
were omitted ; at least none that were fitted to 
give a character of impressiveness to the sol- 
emnity. By the judicious arrangements made, 
those scenes of drunkenness and quarrelling 
which in former days, and, we are ashamed to 
add^ in more recent times, have disgraced 
similar occasions in the Highlands were pre- 
vented. The whole was conducted with the 
utmost order, decorum, and solemmty, suited 
to the moumfulnen of the occasion and the 
better sense of propriety which begins to pre- 
vail in tiie Highlands." Colonel Macdonell, 
mentioned above, the brother of Glengarrv, was 
the hero of Hougomont at the battle of Water- 
loo. 

March 5. — On the 23rd ult. there was the for- 
mality of a county election, on the acceptance 
by ihe Right Hon. Charles Grant of the offices 
of President of the Board of Trade and 
Treasurer of the Navy. Mr Grant was re- 
elected without opposition. The motion for 
his return was made by C^onel Maodonell, of 
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tlie Quards, and seconded by MackmtoBh of 
Mackintosh. Mr Obarles Qrant was not him- 
self present, but was represented by his brotlier, 
William Thomas Qrant, who presided at the 
usual dinner given by the newly-^ected mem- 
ber. 

March 12. — "Our Jail at present contains no less 
than twenty offenders against the Excise laws, 
fined in penalties from £6 to £20. Four of 
these poor people are women; one of them 70 
years old." 

Ibid. — ^The fc^owing paragraph is quoted from a 
book of tours in Scotland by Robert Chambers : 
— "Cromarty is one of the neatest, cleanest, 
prettiest towns of the size in Scotland. It is 
not a Royal burgh, though the chief town in 
the vagrant, incomprehensible county to which 
it gives a name. It lies upon a promontory jut- 
ting into the Firth, and the ground being 
sUghtly elevated, it has the advantage of a dry 
as well as a pleasant situation. ^£>6t of the 
houses are whitewashed, owing to the gener- 
osity of a candidate for the representatioo of 
the county in Parliament, who, anxious to 
gather golden opinions from all sorts of men, 
offered thus to adorn the house of any person 
who so desired ; the consequence of wbich has 
been that Cromarty came deaner out of the 
election business of 1826 than perhaps any other 
town in his Majesty's dominions." 

March 6. — ^A quotation from a paper whiob pub- 
lishes "Parliamentary Portraits'* describes the 
member for the County of Inverness. The 
writer speaks of his knowledge not only of the 
great interests of the country, but of minor 
details, end proceeds — "Mr Qrant's views are 
altogether liberal and enlarged ; and be is fully 
impressed with the truth of those theories of 
Mr Huekisson of which the country is be- 
ginning to reap the benefit. Independently of 
this office knowledge — ^perhaps the most im- 
portant for Mr Qrant's province — as a speaker 
he has very high pretensions. Indeed, with 
the exception of Tiemey, Brougham, and Mack- 
intosh, perhaps Mr Qrant \b one of the most 
eloquent men in the Lower House. To great 
enthusiasm of mind he joins much fervency and 
impressiveness of manner ; and his language is 
strong, nervous, sustained, and in a high de- 
gree oratorical. Ill-health, however, joined to 
constitutional indolence or timidity, or perhi^M 
that deep religious feeling with whidi he is 
imbued, nave prevented lifr Qrant from taking 
the active part in debate for which his talent*, 
his station, his knowledge, and experienoe so 
admirably fit him. This is lamented by hia 
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frieDds, a« well as the oouniiry, who are the 
chief losers by his sUence.*' 

March 26.— Sir Alan Cameron, K.C.B., lient.- 
General, who largely by his personal influence 
raised the 79th or Cameron Hiffhlanders, died 
at Fulham, Middlesex, on 9tn March. A 
sketch of his active career is given in this issue. 
The closing sentences are padietio: — ^"A great 
sufferer in body from severe infirmities, con- 
tracted by contmned exposures and fatigues in 
service, Sir Alan neverthdess lived to an ad- 
vanced age. But he was doomed to see his 
family drop around him — his youngest son, 
when^ his aide-de-camp, early in the Peninsular 
campaign from privations and fatigues; his 
eldest when gallantly leading on the immediate 
advance of the British at Fuentes d' 
Onor, his nephew and his orphan grandson, 
both of whom perished from the banend effects 
of West Indiadi service. His n^hew was the 
officer who, holding only the rank of lieutenant, 
bravely led on the Cameron Highlanders at the 
battle of Waterloo, when all his superior officers 
had been either killed or wounded. Of his own 
immediate kindred. Sir Alan has left <mly one 
son, Lieut. -Colonel Cameron, who untu the 
close of the war, when the corps was disbanded, 
commanded the Second BaittaUon of the Came- 
ron Highlanders, and who followed to the grave 
the worn-out remams of his aged and veteran 
parent." 

April 2. — A paragraph <m shipbmlding at Inver- 
ness says that it waa only within a few years 
that this branch of industry had been carried 
on to any extent at the port, '^f late, how- 
ever, several fine vessels have been builfi 
here ; one of them, the Caledonia, now in the 
London and' Inverness tarade, was much admired 
for the beauty of her model and the excellence 
of her workmanship. She was built by Mr 
Munro. We learn that another fine smadc, in- 
tended for the Inverness and Leith trade, will 
be launched from his yard in the course of a 
few days. He has also a brig and sdiooner on 
the stocks pretty far advanced, to that we 
shall have the pleasure of witnessinff not less 
thao) three launcnes from his yard within a very 
short time of each otiier." 

April 16. — ^Macleod of l^leod was elected M.P. 
for the Burgh of Sudbury, in Suffolk. His 
opponent, the unsuccessful candidate, was John 
Abel Smith, of the banking firm of Smith, 
Pavne, & Smith. 

AT>ril 25. — ^This issue bears the imnrint— "Printed 
bv R. Carruthers for the Proprietors.* 

Ibid. — An article appears on the state of the poor 
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in Inverness, Uie facts beang derived from a 
report dbrawn up by a Gommitftee of the Society 
for the Suppression of Begging. The annual 
produce of the Kirk-Session funds (including 
£100 from oc^ections at diurch doors) 
amounted to £367. The Society just men- 
tioned seems to have been disappointed in its 
work. The Sub-Committee agreed in condemn- 
ing all public and systematic support of the 
poor, excepting tiiat of Kirk-Sessions, and re- 
commending me ancient gratuitous system, 
idiose ostensible resources are the Kirk-Session 
funds and occasional collections. They had 
taken this idea from the success of Dr CAkai- 
mers's work in Glasgow, but the Editor pointed 
out that this success was due to the personal 
influence of the great preadier and organifer. 
April 30. — At a meeting of the Northern Insti- 
tution there was read a memoir of the late Duke 
of Gordon, the first President of the Society, 

Srepared by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder. ''His 
k'ace's attainments and practical acquaintance 
with almost every branch of science, and especi- 
ally mechanical philosophy, and the encourage- 
ment he bestowed on every institution designed 
icv the improvement of this countxv, are gener- 
ally known and appreciated, and were done 
ample justice to in tnis memoir." It is stated 
that not the least interesting part of the memoir 
was a dsetch of his Grace's secretcury and 
librarian, Mr James Hoy, who was an inmate 
of Gordon Castle for 46years. He was a native 
of Selkirkshire. Mr Hoy was a devoted stu- 
dent of astronomy, entomology, and botany. 
He was quite indifferent either to fame or riches. 
''When his kind and indulgent patron voluntar- 
ily offered him an addition to his sixty ipound 
salary, he renlied — ^^eep it to yoursel , my 
Lord Duke, rm no needin* mair; ye hae as 
mudUe need o't as I hae."* Hoy was a 
Seceder, and every Sunday, wet or drv, rode 
into Elgm to atteml the Seceder Chapel. He 
left orders in his will that his remains should 
be interred in t^ Church-yard of the Cathedral, 
''near his auld frien' Mr Duncan, the Seceder 
minister," to whom he had listened ior so 
manyyears. 
Ibid.— l!here axe lone and interesting extracts 
from the report of the Commissioners on Roachi 
and Bridges, prepared apparently by Mr Joseph 
Mitchell, C.E. It is stated liiat during the 
sommer no fewer than seven different stage 
coaches passed daily to and from Inverness. 
Three d these, including the mail, ran between 
Inverness and Aberdieen; one between Inver- 
ness an4 Perth along the Highland Boad ; two 
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between Inverne» wid Dingwall, iDvergordon, 
Cromartj, and Taiu ) and. iTie mail coacb along 
the Norlhem Coast road from Invi^meEa U> 
Wick and Thurao. PreTioas to 1800 there was 
no public cooffa ia tue Highluiida. In (Juot 

EOT an attempt was made to eiitabliBh coachaa 
bween Invem^BS and Perth and InvemPSH and 
Aberdeen, but at that time they had to be dis- 
continued. Ah to steam (^>m^nJnicatian, the 
report says that the previous year '"three Bteam- 
boals plied regularly for the conveyajice of paB- 
sengere aloag the Caledonian Canal, and five 
others from Glaegow along the Went Coast, and 
V> the different idiuidB of Bkye, Mull, Islay, fto. , 
lU well et one occasionally from LeiUl along 
the Eaat Coast to Invemeaa." 

May 7.— "The Test and Corporation Acts are 
at length repealedi. On Monday se'enight the 
bill was read a third tjme and parsed without a 
division. The conduct of tiie Duke of Welling- 
ton on this ocowion reflecta upon him the 
highest boaow, and will, we doubt not, be pro- 
perly appreciated by the nation." 

Hud. — At A public meeting in Inveraesi it was 
retolved that tJie ministn-B and eldeni aboQld 
have the entire management of the poor, "in- 
cluding the Kirk-Senion fund and the Soup 
Kitchen Society." 

Ibid. — At a meeting ot CommJHsioners of Supply 
at Tain, Mr Mat^keniie of Kilcoy was ap- 
pointed Convener of the Cbunty. 

May W. — "There are no less than sii nstivee acd 
proprietors of loverneiia-shire members of the 
Houfie of Oommona at the present time, viz., 
the Right Hon. C. Qrant, returned for the 
County of luvemeas ; the Hon, Colonel Grant, 
tor the county of Moray ; Colonel Baillie of 
Leys, for Hedon ; Mm Stewart. Esq. of Itflla- 
drum, for Beverley ; Hacleod of M^cleod, for 
Sudbury ; Sir James Mackintosh, for Knares- 
borough f and Robert Gnuit, Esq. of Dromore, 
tor the Inverness Burghs," 

Hay 21,— Mr Thomas Gilzean of Bunaghton bad 
resigned the office of Sheriff-Substitute of the 
Cotintrf of Invemaa, and Mr John Edwards, 
■olicitor in Inverness, was appointed his sue- 
<e«Biir, "Mr QiUean was, we believe, the 
oldest Sheriff-Substitute in Scotland ; he was 
appointed in the year 1785, and during the 
long period of 43 years he has been the Chief 
Magistrate resident in this quarter, . . Mr 
Qilican was an active, able, and upriglit judge, 
devoting his whole time and mind to <he £i- 
ehiu-ge of the important duties with which ha 
was entrusted. Business wns to him both a 
duty and a recreation." 
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Ibid. — The CSiarch Courto ci Boss-shire had be- 
fore them at this time the case of the Parish 
of Kiltearo. There were differences of long 
stiuiding between the minister and his 
parishioners. The church, it is reported, was 
utterly forsaken hj the people, and there were 
no less than forty children in the parish who 
had not been baptised. 

May 28. — "Several gentlemen of Inveme« and 
its vicinity have long entertained a wish that 
bridges should be erected over the River Ness 
at the western extremity of the town, in order 
to open up the Island to the public and to 
connect the walks on the opposite banks of 
the river. The Island is upwardb of four acres 
in exteoili, and is unquestionably the most 
beautiful spot in the environs of Inverness. It 
is now, however, inaccessible to tlie public, and 
the individuals with whom the proposed im- 
provement originated conceive that to form an 
easy access to the Island by means of diain 
tension bridges, and to lay it out in graceful 
and varied walks, would at once form a last- 
ing (Nmament to the town, a powerful attrac- 
tion to strangers, and a source of healthful re- 
creation and enjoyment to the inhabitants.** 
This is the first paragrapii in an advertise- 
ment, and a list of subscriptions follows, 
amounting ib £458. The Duke of Gk>rdon save 
£30, and Mr Charles Graat, M.P. ; Mr Robert 
Grant, M.P. ; and Mr David Inglis, Marden 
Park, London, gave 50 ffuineaa each. Provost 
Grant, Mr J^n Ross of Berbice, and Mr John 
Ross, agent for the British linen Company's 
Bank, each save 10 guineas. A paragranb 
states that uiere were wdl-frequented walks 
on each side of the river as far as the Island 
(the spelling is still in the singular number, 
though it subBe<|uently appears that then, as 
now, there were two islandB), but hitherto 
there bad been no bridges. 
Ibid. — ^There is an interesting article, evidently 
written by the new editor, oo tlie Highland 
peasantry and smuggling. It states that smug- 
gling had of late years diminished, though m 
some parishes it liad increased. "Thus in the 
BladL Isle, which formerly litemlly swarmed 
with smugglers, there is scarcely one left, 
whereas in the district of Strathgass they have 
increased prodigiously." The writer calculates 
that alter paving cost of materials, the smug- 
gler made only m>m ten to twelve shiUingB to 
cover time, labour, fuel, and tha wear and tear 
of his distilling annaratus. 'Tet in spite of 
repeated seimres, fines, and imprisonment, he 
clings to the illicit traffic with astonidiing per- 
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Miia#}r. I>r Baird ft&d Dr Kcxmi 
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Um: MJiuuk. Al AmmiiUjcib liad 
funb^ "iw tW «dncttkai irf tU: fcDAfe r 
«f tii« HjjipAiiLbdc^** 

June 11. — *'W« l«m^ Irun good Mxdkori^ tkt 
JaoiMft Dick. Em^.. ht,vt a mercbut ctf IifMrt—, 
vLfO duriijjr lu» Iif«tiiMr mn^/t vahma < i i <il."i i — 
to tlie puM- uf MofHTriunr. Lit Datirt* auttr, 
liayi Ubqi»«iitlied iMr nnn of £130,000 to foirn'm 
fvbd i'Jt tb«r purpUK; €jf giTin^ an addittoBal 
akivrr of £50 each Ui ercrr pandi adioQlBaBter 
iii itiit oomitS«t of Moraj, Bazdf, aikd Abotes. 
Mr DicJc. tii« testaUir, was a natire of tiie ton 
<jf F(^rr«ff. uf LumbW parentaif^. H« laid tiie 
foozidataub fjf LU f tmme m ^ West iDdSea, 
and inrrtajtc^ h br ocimmercial iadnstTT and 
«Dt«r<^iriwr ill tlie ELgliidi Mtnropolii, vbov t»e 
di«d abcmt t^m dart a^o at the adraaeed a^ of 
eigitr-fire." A 'Uvnit on the mbject vaa 
threat^xted br the next-of-kin. 

Ibid. — Great inUfnKi vac excited about this time 
br a ccmrse of acieiitific lectures ddirered in 
connection with the XorUiem Inititiition br 
lir WUbam Niool, a lectins- from Edinbmigfi. 
The ieriet waa attended br large aodienoea. — 
The Northern Munonarr ScKietr held ita 
annnal meetinz at Inremat. Hie ooUecdont 
amoimted to £54 la 6d, and the rabicriptaoot 
and coptributioM to £23 3f 7d. 

Jane 18.— There is an article on the debate in 
the Honae of Lords on the subject of Gbtholie 
Emancipation. The motion in fsronr of 
Oatholic chuma w« moved br the lCan|ins of 
Lanadowne, bot was rejected br a majoritr of 
45. The •'Oonrkr^ sapported 1=!msncipation. 

Hiid.— Tlie retired Sheriff-Substitnte. Mr Thomas 
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GilxeaD, was entertained by the Inverness 
solicitors to dinner in the Oaledonian Hotel, 
and presented with a piece of plate as a 
memorial of his public senrices. Tliere is a 
long list of toasts. Mr Reach proposed 'the 
memory of the most dastingaisbed individnal 
Inverness, ot perhaps Scotland, ever produced, 
Duncan Forbes of Culloden, Lord President of 
the Oourt of Session." 

Ibid. — ^The Rev. Charles Mackintosh was ap- 
pointed assistanli and successor to his father, 
the venerable minister of Tain. 

June 25. — ^Ilie Sheep and Wool Market was held 
on the previous week. Cheviot wedders fetched 
from 18s to £1 7s 6d ; Cheviot ewes from 12s 
to 158 ; Cheviot lambs from 7s to 8s 3d ; black- 
faced wedders from 15s to 18s; blackfaced 
ewes from 8s to lid ; blackfaced lambs from 5s 
to 78 6d. Cheviot wool, 8s to 9s 6d per single 
stone; blackfaced wool from lis to 12s per 
dfxuble Ktone. The price of wool was deprei»ed 
from several causes, one of which wus a new 
American tariff. There was a meeting to dis- 
cuss a proposal for postponing the date of the 
market. Considerable opposition was mani- 
fested, and the proposal was for the time de- 
parted from. 

Julv 2. — ^''A rare and beautiful relic of the olden 
time has just been presented to the Museum of 
the Xorthem Institution by William Mackin- 
tosh, Esq. of Millbank, an ancient virginal, 
the favourite musical instrument with keys, 
which was in use among our ancestors prior to 
the invention of the spinet and harpsichord. 
Tliis virginal formerly belonged to at noble 
family in thin neighbourhood, and is considered 
to be almost the onlv one remainin^^ in Scot- 
land. It is made of oak, inlaid with cedar, 
and richlv ornamented with gold. TTie cover 
and sides are beautifully painted with figures 
of birds, flowers, and leares, the colours of 
which are comparatively fresh and undecayed. 
On one part of the lid is a grand procession of 
warriors, whom a bevy of »ir dames are pro- 
pitiating by presents or offerings of wine and 
fruits." 

Ibid.— 4ln Captain Franklin*s narrative of his 
second expedition to the shores of the Polar 
Se«, frequent mention is made of one of the 
crew, Gustavus Aird, who lost his life in at- 
tempting to pass a cataract. The young man 
was a native of Ross-^hire. brother of Mr Wal- 
ter Aird, schoolmaster of Balintore, near Tain. 
The boat, of which he happened at the moment 
to be the sole occupant, was carried over Peli- 
can Fall, on the Stove River, 28tli June 1827. 
The voung man was 26 years of age. 



iili inveiHess Courier Index. 11928 



July 16.— The election of Daniel O'Counell for Uie 
CJounty of Clare is recorded '"He may be said 
to have been borne into Parliament on the 
shoulders of the forty shilling freeholders." 
The final result of this election wa« the conces- 
sion of Oa^iiolic Emancipation. 

Ibid. — "In consequence of the want of employ- 
ment, arising from a redundancy of population 
and other causes, hundreds of our poorer coun- 
trymen on the Western Coast are now quitting 
their native shores for North America^ A 
brig went off lately from the Isla of Harris 
freighted with passengers for Upper Oanada, 
and! on the 4th inst. two vessels sailed from 
Lochmaddy, in Nort^b Uist, with no less than 
600 souls on board. Another is daily expected 
to sail from Conna." It was added that fresh 
exportations were to follow as soon as oppor- 
tunities occurred. The increase of population, 
the low price of wool, and the destruction of 
the kelp trade by the introduction of bariUa, 
are given as the causes of distress in the West- 
em Islands. The blow to the kelp trade had 
been most disastrous. ''Several Highland pro- 
prietcHTs who were formerly possesMd of large 
n^venues are now very much embairassed, and 
many thousands of individtials, male and 
female, who had ample employment in the 
manufacturing of kelp, have been reduced to 
the greatest ii^igence. In the Long Island alone 
from four to five thousand persoos had been 
employed in the manufacture of kelp. loSkye 
the labourers had been principally employed 
in the making of roads and bridges ; but a pro- 
portion had also been engaged in the maniuao- 
iure of kelp, both within the island and on the 
oppositiB shore. "Since the roads and! bridges 
have been completed, both the late Lord Mac- 
donald and the present have, in order to affcnxl 
employment for their numerous dependents, 
chalked out work for them on the estate, wilii- 
out any reference to future emolument or re- 
muneration. In this way we believe above 
£15,000 have been expended in the mere article 
of labour, but of course it will be necessary to 
assign a limit to the exertions of individual 
b^evolence." Hie writer expresses sorrow 
that circumstances of State policy or national 
misfortune should ever ccHnpel tne people to 
leave the shores to whidi they were so singly 
attached. 

Ibid. — ^At the last general meeting of the High- 
land Society of Scotland the Marquis of Stafford 
proposed that a general show of live stock 
should be held at fiivemess in 1831. The pro- 
posal was referred to a Committee, which re* 
ported favourably upon itl 
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Ibid. — ^At a meeting of the Inveruess Gas and 
Water Comoany a» dividend of 2^ per cent, wai 
declared. The Company resolyedl to proceed 
with the introduction of a supply of water into 
the town. The cost was estimated at £4000. 

July 23.— 'The reyenoe of the Burgh of Inverness 
for the previous year is given at £2295. The 
Common Qood is entered at £1118 10s. There 
was a surplus of revenue over expenditure 
amounting to £623 5s. 

July 30. — Tne late Mr Qrant, minister of Cawdor, 
whose death had been recently recorded, was 
amonff the survivors of those who had con- 
versea with Dr Johnson during his tour in 
1773. Mr Grant wa« at that time minister of 
Daviot, but he saw Dr Johnson at Cawdor, 
and afterwards supped with him at the Inn at 
Inverness. It was on the latter occasion that 
Johnson described *'au extraordinary animal 
called the Kangaroo,*' which had recently been 
discovered in New South Wales, and imitated 
the animal by putting out his hands as feelers, 
gathering up the skirts of his huge brown coot, 
and malcing two or three vigorous bounds 
across the room I 

August 13. — ^'On Tuesday, the 5th inst., a woman 
named Jean Miller died at Moy^ at the advanced 
age of 100. She haid been tnirtv years in the 
family of the late Sir ^neas Maddntoch of 
Mackintosh, and in the course of her l<Hig and 
faithful services had nursed the family of the 
late Sir Ludovick Grant, father of Lady Mack- 
intosh. The old woman retained the entire 
use of her faculties almost to the last, and her 
ffeneral health continued unimpaired till with- 
in the last five or six years, when an accidental 
fall down stairs dislocated one of her limbs, and 
tended to debilitate her frame. She remem- 
bered distinctly the Forty-five, and used to tell 
of having seen the young Clievalier, and also 
witnessed one day, durins the progress of the 
Royal forces, three men (Bung up on a tree at 
Moy for some offence. The latter days of the 
affed nurse were spent in peace and comfort. 
She was supported solely by the bounty of 
Lady Mackintosh, who assigned her a room ia 
Moy House, and provided her, as the old 
woman herself tasea to say, ' with everything 
that her heart could desire.' " 

Ibid. — "Hundreds of Highland peasants, male and 
female, are now migrating to the South for em- 
pk>yment during the harvest. On Monday we 
met about 160 near Moy, journeying in parties 
according to their respective districts, and each 
accompanied by a piper. I^e greater fmrt 
were from Sutherlandshire and the Black Isle, 
in Ross-shire. Tlie sound of the bagpipe 
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seemed to give a tone of gaiety to the scene, 
but there was after all more of sorrow than of 
merriment in the strain." 

September 3.— The Northern Missionary Society 
met at T^. Contributions and donations 
amounted to £88 Ts 7d. A letter was read re- 
garding the Sutherland settlers in North 
America, whereupon the Society voted a grant 
of £30 to the Glasgow Society for promoting 
the reli^ous interests of Scottish settlers in 
British North America, with a recommenda- 
tion that not less than £5 be spent in supply- 
ing settlers in Prince Edward's Island with 
books in the English or Gaelic language. 

September 10. — A public dinner was given in the 
Oaledooiaji Hotel to the Right Hon. Charles 
Grant, M.P., as a mark of respect for his pub- 
lic and private diaracter. Provosts Grant was 
in the chair, and the croupiers were Sheriff 
Praser-Tytler, Convener of the County, and 
Mr J. M. Grant of Glenmoriston. The room 
was filled to overflowing, many having travelled 
from thirty to fifty mues to be present at the 
dinner. The Chairman proposed ihe health of 
their guest, and Sheriff Fraser-Tytler gave the 
same toast in another form, "Ar Grant and 
Freedom of Trade.*' Mr Grant, in reply, spoke 
eloquently of the soundness of the commercial 
principles of Mr Huskisbon. 

September 17. — Rev. Dr Andrew Th<Mnson visited 
Inverness andi addressed a large meeting on the 
Apocrypha controversy. There ife a sketch of 
Dr Thomson's appearance and methods. In 
person he was "stout, manly, and robust," with 
a firm, clear voice. The chief diaracteristic 
of his mind was strength, not elegance. '7n 
preaching he is a strict mathematical reasooer. 
His conclusions flow as naturally from the pre- 
mises as water does from the fountain." The 
meeting is reported at a length of several 
columns. Dr lliomsoa was strongly opposed 
to the circulation, in any circumstances, of the 
Apocrypha witli the &lcriptures. The Inver- 
ness Auxiliary concurred m his opinions, but 
did not wish to break altogether with the 
British and Foreign Bible S<x;iety. Thev re- 
solved for the ensuing year to apply their funds 
for the benefit of the Highlands exclusively. 

September 24. — James Gkmit of Bught re-elected 
fhx>vost of Inverness. 

September 2^. — "On the estate of Dod^four, near 
Inverness, there lives an old man named Don- 
ald M'G^lloch— a relic of the fatal fiekl of Cul- 
loden. Donald is now in his 98th jear, and is 
tolerably hale and healthy, but is miserably 
poor. In the Forty-five he lived in the Leys, 
and on the memorable 16th of April 1746, ac- 
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comiMuiied by a oowm, attached to the rebel 
armj, and some other lads, went to the field 
of battle. He describes tne day as one of 
mist, storm, and extreme cold. His reUtion 
was wounded, and he himself and his com- 
panions fled from the moor to avoid the mur- 
derous weapons of the dragoons. The Dunma- 
glass men were stationed nesr him, and truly 
graphic is his narrsAion of the arrival of the 
^gitives at a neighbouring bum— some falling 
headlong, never to rise asain, and others 
ouenchinff their thirst in long and heavy 
draughts. 

October 1. — ^''A monument is about to be erected 
to 1^ celebrated Gaelic poet, Rob Donn, in 
the chnrch-yard of his native parish Durness, 
among what Sir Walter Scott calU the im- 
measurable wilds of Reay,' in Sutheriandshire. 
The scheme has cnriginated with some of the 
bard's admirers in that district, iti the struc- 
ture, we understand, will be a handsome one.'' 

Ibid. — ^The Northern MeeUng was held the nre- 
vious week. The attendance was smaller than 
usuaL The races continued to be held. 

October 8. — '*A new lighthouse is in course of 
erection at Gape Wrath, and will be finished 
and lighted by December next. It is about fifty 
feet high, and is built on the summit of the 
Oipe." 

Ibid. — ^niere is a long report of the case of a 
schoolmaster at Kirkhill, who was charged be- 
fore the Presbytery with various offences. The 
case had dnmrged on for two years and a-half. 
The Presbyt^y at length decided against the 
sdioolmaater by a majority of one vote. The 
case was expected to be carried to the Court of 
Session. It created a great deal of keen feel- 
ing and newspaper correspondience. 

October 15. — ^Tlie death is announced of Sir Ewen 
Ouneron of Fasafem at the advanced age of 
ninety. Sir Ewen obtained! his baroneUrT^ in 
consequence of the gallant conduct of his son, 
"the valiant Fassifem " who fell at the head 
of the 92nd on the field of Quatre Bras. 

October 22. — ^The Gaelic Dictionary, prepared 
under the direction of the Highland Societv of 
Scotland, was now published. It was in two 
large quarto volumes. 

Ibid.— A twelvemonth before, Sir John Riddell, 
proprieUNT of Strontian, in Argyllshire, estab- 
lished a manufactory of straw baits, as a means 
of improving the condition of the people on 
his estate. The venture was successful, and 
was extended to the preparation of ladies' bon- 
nets and the suHstratum of gentlemen's silk 
hats. The male population of Strontian were 
engafl^ in working lead minea in the neigh- 
bourhood. 
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October 29. — 'Rie members of the Forres Trafal- 
gar Club held their anniversary dinner in the 
Forres New Assembly Booms on the 21st Inst. 
Mr Grant uf Kincorth was in the chair, and "Mr 
Macleod of Dalvey' croupier. There was also 
an outside gathering, at which copious liba^ 
tions of port«r were served round a blazing bon- 
fire. 

Ibid. — The Ma^trates of Inverness met to con- 
sider a petition from the bakers, craving an 
increase in the price of bread, whidi they stated 
was necessaiT in consequence of the advance of 
flour. The following assize was fixed to com- 
mence on Friday following : — ^The quartern loaf 
of fine bread weighing 4 lbs. 5^ ounces, 10d>; 
ditto of second lour, 8d. Smaller bread in 
the same proportion. 

November 5. — An article is ^oted from the 
"Quarterly Journal of Agriculture" on the 
origin and cause of envuggling in the High- 
lands, written by Qeneral Stewart of Garth. 
It states that previous to the year 1793 smug- 
gling was not practised except by a few in- 
dividuals. Hie practice, he says, grew up 
owing to the increased cultivation of the land, 
the depopulation of the higher slens, and the 
production of surplus grain for which there was 
no adequate market. 

November 12. — ^The remains of Sir Ewen Came- 
ron of Fassifem were interred in the family 
buryinff-ground at Corpach, Kilmallie, close by 
the side of his gallant' son. The funeral was 
attended by no less than 3000 persons. The 
issue i^ves ^e inscription on the monument 
erected to ^e memorv of Colonel Cameron. 

November 19. — A bill nadi been introduced! into 
Parliament for the purpose of providing at 
least one secure gaol in each county, to be 
called '^The County Gaol." The provisions of 
the bill were regazded as burdensome for the 
burghs. 

November 26. — ^The Rev. Alexander Fraser was 
on Thursday, the 20th inst., ordained and adL 
mitt^ minister of Cawdor. 

December 3. — ^A movement was set on foot for 
the establishment of a Mechanics' Institute. 

December 10. — ^The Inn on the north side of 
Kessock was opened. Sir William Fettes, who 
was then propriet<Mr of.Redcastle estJate, had 
carried out a good many improvements. New 
and commodious piers had been built at the 
Ferry, and a steam ferry-boat placed on the 
passage. 

December 24. — ^"On Sunday last the Hon. BArs 
Fraser, wife of T. A. B^ra«er, Esq. of Lovat, 
was safely delivered of a son and heir. This 
conspicuous eyent was bailed with i^jclamation 
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by all Ihe tenantry on the extensiye estate of 
Lovat, and bonfires were bladng in all direo- 
tiona from Inchberry along t& whole aor- 
rounding country." The next issue gives a 
fuller aoooont of these rejoidngs. The heir 
thus welcomed was the late Lrad Lovnt. 

Ibid. — The seventh anniversary meeting of the 
Forres Bible Society was neld— Sir Thomas 
Dick Lauder in the chair. The Apocrypha 
controversy was the main subject, ana there is 
a Ions report of the proceedmgs. The Society, 
which included the parish minister and two 
Secession ministers, adhered to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Mr Robert Grant, 
M.P., was one of the speakers at the meet- 
ing. 

December 31. —The Burke and Hare murders in 
Edinburgh had recently horrified the world. 
There is a report of the trial of Burke sad his 
accomplice, Helen Maodooffal, in this issue. 

Ibid.— lur Morrison, bookselfer, Inverness, pre- 
sented to the Northern Institution a large 
bronze spear head, which had been recently 
found within the circle of upright stones at 
Kinchyle, on the road to Dores. "It is," says 
the rnxHTt, ''one of the largest we have ever 
seen, being upwards of a foot in length, and 
forms an important addition to the interesting 
series of ancient weapons already in the 

Museum." 
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No. V. 

The year 1829 is memorable for the passing 
of the Catholio Emancipation Act. The 
necessity for the measure was forced on the 
Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel by 
the condition of Ireland. The Whigs had 
long supported the proposal, but it fell to a 
Tory Gk)yemment to carry it into effect. The 
only choice was between Emancipation and 
Ciyil War, and Peel, supported by Welling- 
ton, wisely resolved to give way. There is 
little doubt, however, that the Act was un- 
popular among the masses both in England 
and Scotland. 

A reference in the Notes to Captain Gods- 
man gives us an opportunity to quote the fol- 
lowing passage from the - late Dr Fraser- 
Mackintosh's Letters of Two Centuries: — 

"In tfae year 1759 the old 89th Highlandem was 
raised, under the influence of the family of Uor- 
don, one of the lieutenants being Alezandler 
QodanMui, a native of Banffshire. The greater 
part of the abort time the regiment was efnbodied 
(for it was reduced in 1766) wan spent in India. 
After being reduced, Lieutenant^ commonly called 
Captain Qodsman, was appointed) factor or local 
representative for fhe Oeustle lands by the Duke 
of Ghordon. At the date of the letter, Godsman 
was living at Doohfour, but he afteorwards re- 
moved to Oroftertbn of Altnaskiaih, and farmed 
part of the Haugh lands, belooiginff to the Duke, 
in a picture of t^ old house of Drummond and 
surroundings, dated 1796, it is seen that there 
was not a single tree on the Hangh and Altna- 
skiah lands, east of the bum. Captain Godsman's 
house stood on Oofterton— « narrow strip on the 
soutib side of the Old Edinburgh Bead as it 
starts off from what is now called the Cnl<ftithel 
Road. After his indoor work was over, and his 
early dinner, Godsman invariably at the same 
lunur — ^wet or dry — ^walked! along the edffe of the 
Haugh slopes as far as the descent to uie bum, 
not only that he might see how things were get- 
ting on, but to enjov his 'constitutional' and the 
magnificent views all around. He was somewhat 
bent, and walked with his bands behind his back. 
Hence the place got, and will now ever retain, 
the name of 'Godsman's Walk.' When Provost 
Phineas Mackintosh built the old house of Drum- 
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moud, he and his visitors frequently took the 
Qodsman's Walk as a short cot, the AltiMuddah 
lands being open and in part muir, until Provost 
Robertson feued Altnaskiah from Cantray, who 
had snoceeded the Duke of Gordon in the Haugh 
hinds." 

Hugh Miller and Robert CSarruthers seem 
to have become acquainted in 1828, the 
year in which the latter came to Inverness. 
Thej were not far apart in age, Carmthers 
havmff been bom in 1799, Miller in 1802. In 
his Schools and Schoolmasters Miller relates 
how they came together; how he sent an 
Ode to the Ness to the Courier, which the 
Editor did not publish; and how he then 
resolved to appeal to the public on his own 
account in a small volume. He selected 
some fifteen or twenty pieces in verse, written 
chiefly during the preceding six years, and 
put them into the hands ot the printer of 
the Courier. ''It would have been a greatly 
wiser act,'' says Miller, "as I soon came to see 
had I put them into the fire instead; but 
my choice of a printing-office secured me 
at least one aovantage — it brought me 
acquainted with one of the ablest and most 
accomplished of Scottish editors." The 
friendship thus formed remained' unbroken 
until Miller's death. The Poems by a 
Journeyman Mason were published in June 
1829, and in the end of July Miller's Letters 
on the Herring f^hery began to appear. 
"My Letters," says Miller, "attracted atten- 
tion and were republishea in my behalf by 
the proprietors of the paper, 'in consequence,' 
said my friend the editor, in a note which he 
kindly attached to the pamphlet which they 
formed, 'of the interest they had excited in 
the northern counties.'" Sir Walter Soott 
endeavoured to procure a copy after the 
limited impression was exhausted. The 
Letters now form part of the volume entitled 
"Tales and Sketches." Many years after 
they first appeared Dr Carruthers, speaking 
of the early correspondents of the paper said 
— "One of these, tne greatest of alL was that 
remarkable man who, as Bums said of one of 
his friends, 'held the patent for his honours 
immediatelv from Almiehty Gk)d' — I mean 
Hu^ Miller. When MiUer sent me his 
Letters on the Herring Fishery I saw that a 
great prose writer had arisen in the land and 
that the land would soon be filled with his 
^me." It will be interesting to many readers 
to find below contemporary references to 
Hugh Miller's first volume. 
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Jannaiy 14. — Tbere ii a gooiipj titicle on the 
witch stones at Forres and Uie blasted beath 
near Imboch, supposed to be the kgendsry 
meetioff-place of Macbeth and the witcMS. Hie 
Cluny hills at Fcxres had been twice planted, 
and Uie plantaticm each time destroyed br fire, 
and wIm folks shook their heads, rememoering 
the corses denounced hj the witches who were 
executied there. "KotwithstanMns these start- 
linff oociirrences, a gentlenisii latdj attempted 
to oreak one of the Witdh Stones to fniiiish 
materials for building, but the iHiole neigh- 
bourhood rose en ma»e and insisted oo the 
stone being replaced in its ancient site, where 
it still remains, bound with iron bars or damps. 
A still stronger instance, however, of obduracy 
and hardihood remains to be related. The 
lairds have actually resolved to divide, culti- 
vate, and plant the identical blasted heath ! 
This has raised a strong outcry among the 
neeaants for more reasons than one. The moor 
nas from time immemoris4 been used as a com- 
mon, and was familiarly held to be 'no man*s 
land.' The lawyers are, therefore, they say, 
woive than the witches, for the latter always 
secured to them a range of 'good outdiot pas- 
ture.* But hopes are still entertained that 
the weird sisters will protect their own wild 
domain and assert their ancient supremacy. 
The repeated conflagrations at duny and the 
late spontaneous fire in the Moss of Inihoch 
(which forms part of the heath) are held to be 
indications of supernatural wrath not to be 
mistaken. *The Moss wi* the fire spurting up 
through it looked for all the wcnrld like the 
canldron itsel', and a strange serpent was lately 
seen flying in the air at the same placet' 
Whether it be possible to find a counterpoise 
to this supernatural machinery remains to be 
proved ; but men 9g^ changed as well as times. 
The lairds are reserved to cultivate the blasted 
heath and the Forreaians their favourite hill 
of Quny, trusting rather to closer observation 
and a better police than dreading the influences 
of fast-decaying superstition." 

January 21. — ^The foundation of a handsome 

Ktfute monument was laid on Old New- Year's 
y over the grave of Rob Donn, the Beay 
bard, m the Church-yard of Durness, Suther- 
land. The ceremony was carried outi bv Cap- 
tain Mackay, Marybank, with itasomc 
honours. 
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Ibid. — "Died, at Holbeck, near Leedfl, lately, 
aeed 106, Betty Jackson. She had resided the 
whole of her long life in that village, where she 
had been parish apprentice. When she was in 
her 23rd year she accompanied the pack-horses 
which conveyed rations to Qeneral Waid's 
[Wade's] army, then at Tadcaster, on its route 
to Scotland to oppose the rebels in 1746. She 
had not suffered much from the infirmities of 
age ; rfie possessed most of her faculties entire, 
and retail^ an uncommon degree of sprightli- 
ness ; as an instance of which, about two years 
before her death, she sang a song with a good 
deal of animation." 

Januarv 28.— The trial of Burke, the Edinburdi 
murderer, had excited a panic regarding the 
doinfli of resurrectionists, that is persons who 
lifted dead bodies from their sraves to sell 
them for dissection. A para^pn in this issue 
makes it dear that the practice was carried on, 
and naturally excited dread and indignation. 
At Gartenmore, Strathspey, a party were fired 
on by watchmen, and one of them was wounded 
and carried off by his comrades. The diarge 
was of small shot. "In almost every town and 
village of the North nightly watcnes are ap- 
pointed over the churcb-yards. At Forres, 
where a short time ago a regular system of dis- 
interment was carried on, a handsome little 
building has been erected in the church-yard 
for the purpose of protection, which is fur- 
nished with windows looking out in all direc- 
tions, and is nightly tenanted with enards.'* 
A story is toki of an innkeeper who detected 
boxes going through bv coach, and being sus- 
picious, hi^ one of them examined. It was 
found to contain a dead body. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondence was goinff on at this 
time about a proposal to establish a steam 
ferry-boat between Nairn and Cromarty. A 
letter in this iarae characterises it as an absurd 
project. Other correspondents took a different 
view. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that arrangements are in pro- 
gress for Uie emigration of several hunared 
persons from Lord llacdonald's estates in Skye. 
Two respectable agents, Islesmen themselves, 
had chartered vessels for the purpose, partly 
as a trading speculation, partly as an act of 
philanthropy. '^The Island of Cape Breton, 
in the Gulf of St Lawrence, is the point to 
which the views of the emigrants are directed, 
and Uiither they are to be carried for the sum 
of two pounds sterling ! the agent finding them 
in fresh water during the voyage, but every 
man providing his own stock of provisions, for 
which a certtun extent of stowage is to be 
allowed him. Highlanders, it is well known, 
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can exist on very little when necessity requires 
th^n to do so. If eadi grown person, there- 
fore, lays in one boll of oatmeal and another 
of potatoes, there is no fear of him starrins ; 
and thus for somewhat less than four pounds he 
will reach the prcHnised land. A g^at many 
Islesmen who nave, of late years, gone out 
under exactly similar circumstances, are now 
comfortably settled in Cape Breton and Prince 
Edward's Island ; and tiiis fact, conmiunicated 
by those pioneers to their friends at home, 
has in the present instance directed the tide of 
emigration to these quarters." 

February 4. — ^The death is reccirded in Strath- 
naim of an old woman named Margaret llac- 
donald, who had served for some time as ei 
soldier. In her youth she loved a younff man, 
Hugh Fraser, woo enlisted as a soldier K>r ser- 
vice in America ; and in order to be near him, 
Margaret, without his knowledge, dressed her- 
self in male alttire (not the kilt), and idso en- 
listed. She accompanied the regiment abroad, 
but her sex was ulthmately detected by the refci- 
mental tailor, when he was measuring her for 
some clothing. The Colonel was so interested 
in the case tnat he gave permission to Hush) 
and Margaret to be married. "Nearly all the 
officers of the regiment were present aft the 
ceremony, which took place in Washington, 
and a blither bridal had; not been seen for many 
a day. As Hugh Fraser was as brave in the 
field as he had been true in love, he was in 
the following summer promoted to the rank of 
sergeant. On the expiratioo of his term of 
service, Hugh and Margaret returned to their 
native glen, and lived long to enjoy the re- 
ward of their well-tried affection. Margaret 
was the latest survivor, but her heart seemed 
ever to be fixed on the days of yore, and to 
anticipate the period when she would! sleep by 
the side of the faithful hnsband for whom she 
had displayed such devotedness and heroism." 

February 11. — The bill to provide for Catholic 
Emancipation was announced in the King's 
Speech on the 5th inst. 

February 18. — ^Ihiere is a Ions memorial from the 
Town Council on a bill for ouilding, enlarging, 
and repairing gaols in ScoUand. All the 
burghs were opposed to the burdens to be laid 
on them by the proposed measure. The In- 
verness memorial says: — "Every possible caro 
seems to have been taken in the bill to relieve 
the counties from expense so long as a farthing 
can be wrung from tne burghs ; and every pre- 
caution employed to secure to these counties 
the whole power and credit of the measuro, 
even down to the very trappings of its name 1" 



1820] Pile of Inverness. Courier. G3 

Ibid. — ^There was a good deal of discnsaioxi about 
a project to shorten the route to Dunkeld by 
a road from Inverness direct to Spey-Bridge 
through the Monadh-lladh. There is a long 
letter on the subject in this issue. The County 
of Inverness was also engaged in promoting a 
Turnpike BiU. 

February 25. — ^"Tbe rather novel but excellenb 
practice of trial by jury before the Sheriff waa 
exhibited this day in our Court-house. Three 
oaaes were tried of comparativelv little im- 
portance, but the Court was crowded to excess 
from a little after ten o'clock in the morning 
till twelve at night." 

Marcb 4. — There was excitement over Catholic 
Emancipation. Strong hostility to the measure 
prevailed among tibe clergy of Ross-shire, and 
petitions were signed in every perish. "Ross- 
shire appears to oe the only one of the seven 
Northern Counties tAi&t has had recourse to 
petitions. A motion ol an anti-CatlK^o nature 
was made at a meeting of the Nairn Presby- 
tery Isst week, but its consideration was ad- 
journed till a subsequent meeting, which in 
the present crisis was equivalent to a nega- 
tive.** 

Ibid. — At a meeting of Commissioners of Sup* 
ply in Tain it was carried by a kurge majority 
tliat Dingwall was a more suitable site for the 
County Qad than Tain. The vote (as given 
in next issue) was 36 to 24. 

March 11. — On the previous Friday a number of 
boys and lads assembled on Uie Castlehill, 
which is described as a '^fine green eminence 
which overlooks the River Ness." There is tu> 
hint of any remains of the old Oaatle ex- 
isting. The object of the gathering was 
to bum "a sort of effigy" expressive of hatred 
of Popeiy. The proceedings afterwards de- 
veloped into a disturbance, in which the win- 
dows of the Catholic Chapel and the Police 
Office were broken. 

March 18.— This number contains the report of 
the Edinburgh meeting, at which Dr Chalmers 
delivered his famous speech in favour of 
Catholic Emancipation. The excitement now 
prevailing in tihe North of Scotland may be 
gathered from the foUowinff paragraph: — ^''A 
number of respecti&ble gentlemen of the town 
and county of Nairn meditated last week the 
drawing up of petitions in favour of the bill 
now before Paruament, but owing to the pre- 
sent excited state of the public mind, and from 
a consciousness that t!be Dill will pass, the de- 
sign has been abandoned. A similar feelinff, 
we may add^ is pretty general in all the North- 
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em Gonnties among the educated rlaficia There 
can be no doubt, it ia aaid, but the Piemier 
will conduct the meaaure to a aucceaafnl iarae, 
and whj rfiould we, merdj to dedaie our 
opinion publicly, run the xiak of creating a dia- 
t^irbaoce, and endangering the aecuritj ci our 
Uvea and property r In Invemeaa petitiona 
were got up against the bilL One wafe by the 
Six Incorporated Tradea, and waa aigned by 
about 460 namea of ''maatera, journeymen, and 
apprenticea." TLere were serious nota in the 
town of Thurao. 

March 25. — ^This number contains an account of 
the duel between the Duke of Wellington and 
tlie Eari of Winchilaea. — ^There are numeroua 
notices of petitiona against the Emancipation 
Bill. 

Ibid. — "The Session Lands of IMriebught, near 
InTemesa, consisting of about 22 acrea, were 
this day let on a 14 years' lease to the Millbum 
Distillery Company for the sum of £136. The 
former rent, on an M lease held by Mr Welsh 
of Millbum, was only £16 per annum." 

April 1. — ^llie Minister and Heritors of the parish 
of Kirkhill allowed a decree of reduction of the 
aentence of the Presbytery of Inverness, in the 
caae of the achoolmaster, to pass by default. 
The effect was to continue the parish school- 
maater in office, though the Presbytery had 
endeairoured to remove him. The case at the 
time caused great local interest. 

April 8. — It is stated that universal stagnation 
of trade prevails throughout the manufacturing 
districts. In Glasgow, Mandieater, Liverpool, 
and other towns thousands of operatives irere 
out of employment. 

April 15. — On the previous Friday the bill for 
Ottholic Emancipation patted the Uouae of 
Lords, and in due oourse received the Royal 
aasentw 

April 22. — ^Mr Telford, enp^ineer, in reportinff the 
observationfl made by him during his Highland 
tour the previous summer, has the following 
note on Sutherland : — "In no part of the High- 
lands is the progrem of improvement so evi- 
dent as f rom Bonar-Bridge along the ooaat of 
Sutherland to Helmadale. Previoua to the 
commencement of the Dunrobin road, the Bonar 
and Helmadale bridgea, in 1806, when I 
travelled into that quarter, in surveying for the 
future roads, it waa with difficulty and not 
without danger that I could acramUe along a 
r^gK^ broken, aandy shore, or by narrow 
tracks on the edge of precipices, frequently in- 
terrupted by rude and inconvenient ferries; 
and having for lodgings onl^ miserable huts, 
scarcely protected from the inclemency of the 
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ireatiber; wliile the adjacent country had 
scarcely the marks of cultivation. Now a mail 
coachpasses dailv from Tain by Bonar-Bridge. 
tiie Fleet Mound, Dunrobin, Helmsdale, uui 
the Ord of Oaithnees, to the extremity of the 
Island at Wick and Thurso, without being in- 
terrupted by a single ferry. Along the coaat 
of Sutherlfeind there aie commodious inns; at 
Golspie, near Dunrobin Castle, there is one 
equal to any to be found in England. Helms- 
dale has become an important fishing station, 
where are two very decent inns, and a number 
of herring houses. At Brora there is an ex- 
tensive new village, and tihe same at Bonar- 
Bridffe. Alon^ the whole of the road the lands 
are laid out m regular farms, with proper 
dwellings and offices, some of them veiy ex- 
tensive, the whole present&ng a picture whicSi 
must afford pleasure to everyione wbo feels 
gratified in observing the prosperity of hi« 
country. For the whole of this, excepting 
tihe roads and bridges, the public is indebted to 
the Stafford family and their active and intelli- 
gentt agents.** 

Ibid.— '"We undersUnd that Mr Robert Urquhart 
has been admitted as a procurator befocci the 
Sheriff and other Courts in Morayshire, and 
has commenced business in Forres. 

April 29. — ^There is a letter in this issue signed 
<*M.," evidently written by Hush ICller. It 
relates to Cromarty traditions wnich he after- 
wards published. It wan sh<Mtly before this 
time that Miller called at the "Courier** office, 
which was then in High Street, and made the 
acouaintance of Mr &UTUtherB. His Poems 
haa not yet appeared. 

May 13. — ''We understand that} the London 
Smacks belonging to this place are to com- 
mence sailing once a- week after the 1st of June. 
They are to sail from London every Thursday 
and from Cromarty ever^ Tuesday.** This 
shows that the smacks still continued to run 
weekly. 

May 20. — There waa at this time considerable 
friction between the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioners of Highland Roads and Bridses and 
the local Heritors. Meantime it is stated that 
the toil-bars in the county, seven in number, 
had been let for a total rental of £674, being 
an increase of more than £200 on the proceeds 
of the previous year. The writer of the para- 
graph adds: — "The amount of toU derived 
from the coaches on the Fort-€korge and 
Badenoch Roads, exclusive of the mails, waa 
laat year £368, which, being added to the 
produce of the tolls, makee a total of no less 
tiban £1042. This will prove the best'wav of 
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adjuBting the diffweoioea between the Heri- 
tor! and Oammiesioiieni." 

May 27. — ^It is stated that Sir Peter Lawrie, one 
of the Aldermen of London, and Sir Richard 
Bimie, the head Police Magistrate in England, 
were both natives of Scotland, and began life 
in the employment of Mr Godsman, ''son of 
that Captain Gk>dsman whose name is\s familiar 
as a household word in Inverness, from the cir- 
cumstances of his having formed one of the 
most beantlilul and romantic walks in the 
vicinity of the town." It seems doubtful 
whether Oaptain Qodsmaai made the walk, but 
he certainlv used it. 

June 3. — In this issue is advertised Hugh Miller's 
first work, 'Toems Written in the Leisure 
Hours of a Journeyman Maeon." The price 
is four shillings. The advertisement gives a 
synopsis of the contents. A note in the same 
issue announces the publication of the volume, 
and says that " the axithor resides at Cromarty, 
and is unqiiestionably possessed of genius of 
no common order." 

Ibid. — ^The Royal Burghs of Scotland are con- 
gratulated on the wiuidrawal of the Gaol Bill, 
whidi had ]Hx>ved so obnoxious to them. 
Another bilL however, was promised, and was 
required. The gaols could not be leit as they 
were. 'The Lord Advocate draws a melan- 
cholv picture of the want of accommodation tatd 
comiort in many Scottish gaols, and amongst 
the rest is that of our own Royal burgh, though 
in one respect we are outdone by our country- 
men of Dumfries, who give their prisoners ac- 
cess to the open air by suspending them in an 
iron cage attached to the wall." 

June 10. — ^In tlhis number there is a review of 
Hugh Miller's volume. The writer, who is evi- 
dentiy Mr Carruthers, quotes a remark by Mac- 
kenzie that 'there is a certain poetic ground 
on which a man cannot tread without feelings 
that enlarge the heart, and that many who are 
not able to readi the Parnassian heights, may 
yet approadi so near as to be bettered by the 
air of the climate." Miller's volume is con- 
sidered as affording an excellent illustration of 
this maxim. At the same time, the poems are 
commended as possessing "considerable power 
botfa of thought and expression, and so much 
harmony in the versification, and variety of 
imagery, as to afford another instance of the 
truth <» an observation made by Rousseau that 
genius, like flame, will burst through all ob- 
structions." Hugh Miller^B personality had 
evidently madie a deeper impression on the 
editor than the poems themselves, though ap- 
preciation of their merits is not lacking. Mr 
Carruthers quotes a passage from the work» 
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and concludes bj expressing satisfaction that 
tlie aothor gare unremitting attention to his 
occupation as a mason, and conjSned lus devo- 
tion to the muses to his leisure hours. 

June 17. — ^In this and two subsequent issues there 
are anecdotes and reminiscences of the Rev. Mr 
GordoQs who was minister of Alvie, in Bade- 
noch, at the time of the '45. He is said to have 
lived to the great age of 105 years, and his 
memory was long cherished in Badenoch. He 
died in 1787. The Scottish Fasti says his r}eath 
occuzred in tbe lOlst year of his age end the 
57th of his ministry. It was Mr Gordon who 
was summoned befw^ the Duke of Cumberland 
at Inverness to answer for his conduct in re- 
lieving rebels after Culloden. Hie minister is 
reported to have said — "May it please joxxt 
Royal Highness, I am ezceeidinglv straitened 
between two contrary commands, both coming 
from very hish. authority. My Heavenly Kind's 
SOD commands me to feed* the hungry, to clouie 
the naked, to give meat and drink to my very 
enemies, and to relieve to the utmost of my 
power indiscriminately all objects of disease 
that come in my way. My earthly Kincr's son 
conmiands me to drive the houseless wanderer 
from my dbor, to shut my bowels of compassion 
against the cries of the needy, and to with- 
hold from my fellow-mortaU in distress the 
relief which it is in my power to afford. Praj 
which of these commands am I to obey?** It is 
one instance to the credit of the Duke that he 
commended Mr Gk>rdon, and told him to obey 
the commands of his Heavenly Kind's Son. 

June 24. — The Sheep and Wool Fair was held 
the previous week. Prices— Cheviot wedders, 
18s to 24s ; ewes, 12s 6d to 146 ; lambs, 7s to 
8s 6d; blackfaced wedders, 14s to 188; ewes, 
9s to 10s 6d ; lambs. 6s to 7s. Little business 
was done in wool, but Cheviot wool brought 
last year's prices, namely, 8s 6d and 9s per 
stone. The project of postponing the market 
for a few weeks later, thoush not formally 
brought forward, was discussed. 

Julv 1. — ^Among gifts to the Museum of the 
l^^cMthem Institution is tibe following: — "A 
lithographic sketch, from Qeorge Ma^ensie, 
Esq., writer, Dingwall, of the arms of Sir 
Thomas Unrahart of Cromarty, taken 
from a carved slab formerly in tbe family 
mansion-house of Qromartv* and now in the Kin- 
beachie Cotta^, dated 1651. The sketch of 
this curious piece of sculpture was executed 
some years a«> by Thomas Mackensie, Es^ of 
Kinb^ftchie, uie representative of the ancient 
fsmilv." 

Ibid. — *Sh% Commissionert entrusted with the ad- 
mim'stration of £50,000 to build churches and 
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manses in the Highlands report that they bare 
built forty-two churches and forty-one manaet, 
all paid in full ; and that they have a amall sur- 
plus over which they intend to apply in build- 
ing a church and manse at Oumoco, in Strath- 
conon. This they represent as a specially re- 
mote and needy district. With the builaings 
at Oamoch, the report says, the work of the 
Oommissioners '^ay be deemed final and com- 
plete." 

Jmy 15. — ^The opening up of the Ness Islands is 
recorded. Th« api^ made to the pubUo in 
the previous year nad been promptly responded 
to, several hundred pounds having beeo sub- 
scribed. " Tibe first and larger island has been 
laid out with considerable taste, and culti- 
vated with great care; it is adorned with a 
profusion of flowering plants and everjp'eeiia, 
and with spacious, neatly-formed walks winding 
on each side." A handsome suspension bridge 
had been thrown across tibe eaetem branch of 
the river, to make the Islands accessible. '^ It 
is a light and graceful structure, and wants 
only a companion on the other side to render it 
conbplete. Without another bridge to con- 
nect the walks on the opposite side m the river, 
the improvement will continue very defective 
and unfinished ; and as the funds are already 
exhausted, we think the Committee ought to 
make a second appeal to the public, to en^ 
deavour to secure this desideratum.'* 

Ibid. — ^"Instructions have been received from the 
General Post-Office that from the daite of Sun^ 
day next, the South mail will in future, instead 
of arriving at three a.m. as at present, reach 
Inverness by ten o'clock on the previous even- 
ing. This acceleration has been accomplished 
by abridging ttie stoppa^ and bringing the 
mail direct by Huntiy, instead of the coast 
road by Banff. The mail at the same time will 
b* despatched for the South at twelve o'clock at 
night mstead of ten." 

Ibid. — Ai summary is given of a new SberifT Court 
Small Debt Act It rendered decrees and ar- 
restments operative in any county, and not 
merely in the county of the debtor^s residence, 
as (bnetofore. 

July 22. — ^The Committee of the General Assem- 
bly issued their r^ort on education in the 
Highlands. Since May 1828 the Committee had 
estoblished ^ additional sdiools, making the 
number on the establishment 85. The prosress 
was gratifying, but the report sayil— "On a 
moderate computation, 170 additional schools 
are still required in the Hi^^ands and Islands, 
wid upwaras of 8000 of the young betwixt 
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eight and fifteen year* ot age are still unable 
to read and write. 

Ibid. — The French Duo de Ghartres visitedl In- 
verness the preyions week. He made a pencil 
sketcb of the house in Inverness in which Prince 
Charles Edward resided previous to the battle 
of Culloden, and which was afterwards occu- 
pied by the Duke of Omnberland. The Duke 
visited CuUoden battlefield, being shown over 
it by ''honest John Maodcmald," who was ac- 
customed to act as ffuide. The paragraph says 
that the Duo de (dartres had the good taste 
and feeling to condemn a barbarous practice 
which existed of opening the graves of the High- 
landers for the purpose of carrving off bones as 
relics. 

July 29.— <Hu^h Miller^s Letters on the Herring 
Fishery begu on this date, and are oontimied 
through several issues. 

Augufit 5 and 12. — These two issues contain ac- 
counts of the great floods of the 3rd and 4th 
August. The story is told in full by Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauder in his book on the Moray 
Floods. The only flood with whidi this could 
be compared at the time was one whicb oc- 
curred in September 1766. The flood of 1829, 
however, was said to be much greater than its 
precursor.* 

August 12. — ^The young Chief of Glengarry at.- 
tained his majority on the 29tb inst. The 
occasion was celebrated by a dinner in the 
Maodonnell Arms, Glengany. Captain Mac- 
donell of Achad-leathann was in the chair. 

Ibid.—"Died, oo 2Sth July, in the home of 
her son. Captain J. ICacdooell of Killiechonate, 
Catharine, widow of the late John Dhu of 
Aberarder, and the last survivinff of the child- 
ren of the late Colonel Alexander Macdonell 
of Keppoch, who fell at the head of his own 
regiment in the battle of Oulloden. Mrs Mac- 
donell was a perfect model <^ a lady of the old 
sdbool, and beloved by all for her Wnevolence 
of heart, as well as engaging manners. At 
the advanced age of ninety she retained the use 
of all her faculUes, and was dieerful and active 
to the last. Her funeral, on Monday, notwith- 
standing the unfavourableness of the weather, 
was attended by upwards of 600 penKms." 

September 2.w-A second storm swept over the 
country on the 26th and 27th ult. It is de- 
scribed as '' even more violent than that of the 
3rd and 4th ult.," but it was not so widespread 
and disastrous. Still, it seems to i»ve been 
bad enough. The Valley of the Ness suffered. 
"Thursday,** says the report, ''was without 
exception the most awful day we ever wit- 

* Note A.~The Mony Floods. 
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netted. The imin fell in torrentt, and the 
wind wat a perfect horriottie." A vetael in 
the harbour at Nairn waa wrecked and mott of 
the pier ditappearedL 

September 16. — "The highly ntefnl project of 
tnpplying our good town with water it now 
nearly finithed, and bidt fair to be completely 
luccetaful. Lut night the machinery wat pnt 
to the test in pretence of a mmber of ipe&a- 
tort. 1^ water-wheel that drivee the force 
pump, by meant of which tha water it tent to 
the reaerroir, it of timple but powerful oon- 
ttruction, made under the direction of that 
ingeniout mechanic, Mir Miller, manajger of 
the Company*! workt. It it made to nte and 
fall according to the ttate <^ the river, and pro- 
pelt the water through pipet a dittanoe of 
1300 yardt, at an elevation of about 100 feet. 
Latt night water wat for the firat time forced 
up to uie reterroir, and from thenoe down 
Cattle Street and Bridge Street, thut proT- 
ing the practicability and tuocett of the 
workt." 

September 30. — ^The Northern Meeting and In- 
vemett Raoea were held the previout week, 
'rrhe attendance wat more retpectable than 
numerout." 

Ibid. — ^Dr Robertton of Aultnaakiah wat re-elected 
Provott of Invernett. Hie Common Qood of 
the burgh realited £963 14t. Thit included 
£520 for anchorage and thore duet, being a 
decreate of £45 on the previout year. The 
Petty Outtomt and Toll of the Old Bridge 
fetched £320. 

October 7.— The County of Invemett concurred 
in the propotal of the Convener, Sheriff Fraaer- 
Tytler, that it wat expedient and of import- 
ance to have the membert of Parliament for the 
Northern Countiet added to the Board of Par- 
liamentary C(»nmiationert for Highland Roada 
and Bridget.— The tame meeting contidered a 
report of a Committee on the ttate of the In- 
vemett Qaol. The report recommended that 
a new muol thould be built, the expente to be 
defrayed by an ateettmeni of thx^epence on 
every pound Scott of valued rent to be paid by 
the proprietort, and three hal^noe on every 
pouiul of rent pavable by tenantt. Suppoting 
the gaol to cott £10,000, the whole of that turn 
with interett would in thit way be paid in tix 
yean. The meeting continued the C6mmittee, 
with inttructiont to meet with the Invemett 
Magittratet with a view to tranamit a joint 
report to the Secretary of State. Thit joint 
report wat adopted in the end! of October. It 
recommended that gadt thould be erected and 
maintained at the expente of each data of the 
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oommnnity according to ability, aMeaament to 
be levied on real rent in town andf coonty. 

Ibid — "A circumstance, happily now of rare oc- 
currence, took place on the 25th ult. A Urgp 
■mugeling lusger waa captured in Loch-Sni- 
Eort, Isle of Saye, with eleven men and a valu- 
able carffo of ^, tea, tobacco, and snuff on 
board. The seizure was not made till after a 
long dhaae, and several guns were fired." 

October 14.— There is quoted from "The Oale- 
donian Mercury" a coidial notice of "Poema by 
a Journeyman Mason." The critic says ."that 
the pieces contained in the humble volume be- 
fore us bear the stamp and impress of no ordin- 
ary genius." 

Ibid. — ^The death is announced of Bailie John 
Simpson, in his 68th year. He had been more 
than forty years a merchant in Inverness, and 
about half that time a magistrate. He waa 
noted for his freed(»n "fr^ anything like 
guile or selfishness," and for kindliness and 
warmth of heart. 

Ibid. — ^Mr William Murray of Rosemoimt was 
elected Provost of Tain. Sir CSiarlea A. Ross 
of Balnagown waa made a burgess of the 
town. 

October 21. — Hmee prisoners, Irishmen, made 
their escape from the gaol of Tain by breaking 
through the walls. A Oommittee of Oommis- 
sioners of Supply and Justices reported in 
favour of erecting a new jail at Dingwall. 

Ibid. — There is a contribution, two columns long, 
entitled "Authentic Narrative of the Passage 
of John de Groat from Holland, of his arrival 
at Dunconabay Head, in Caithness, and his first 
reception from the natives, Ac." It is written 
by a conespondent at John O'Groat's, who waa 
m the habit of sending clever poetical pieces, 
and whom the editor requested to try his hand 
at prose. 

November 14. — At a meeting of the Inverness 
Farmer Society there was a discussion on the 
annual coat of a pair of farm horses, including 
the expense of a ploughman and wear and tear 
of harness. One practical farmer, whose calcu- 
lation is given, figured out the cost at £66 19s 
3d. The servants* wages are put at £8, and 
meal £6, making a total of £14. 

Ibid.—" Died, at Aix-la-Chapelle, Lieut.-Oolonel 
Colquhoun Grant, son of the late Duncan 
Grant of lin^eston, of disease contracted at 
Arracaus. This distinguished officer, during the 
Peninsular war, and subsequently in Belgium, 
was at the bead of the Intelligence Departonent 
of the anny." 

November 2o. — ^There is a report of a meeting of 
the Nairnshire Missionary Society — ^Mr James 
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A. Grant, Tiewfidd, ia the chair. Hie oontri- 
bations for the year amounted to more than 
£53. 
December 30.~The Editor cloaes the year 1829 
with cordial thanks for increaaed cupport In 
leas than two yean there had been an addition 
of more than 250 aabacribem. He specially 
thanks his correspondents — ^''soroe of them des- 
tined, if we mistake not, to reflect honour on 
the literatnre of their country." Several con- 
tributions from Huffh Miller, besides his Letters 
on the Herring Fiuiery, can be traced through 
the last eight months of the year. They i^ 
pear in rensed form in his published worn. 
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No. VL 

The year 1880 is the diyiding line between 
two political eras. When the year began, 
howeyer, the premonitions of change showea 
themselyes omy in general mntterings and 
discontent. The (Government of the I>uke 
of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel had been 
weakened by the Act of CSatholic Emanoipa- 
tion^ which was resented by a large section 
of his own party. The Duke had preyioasly 
parted with an inflaential section of the 
Whigs, and the Opposition was rapidly be- 
coming compact and powerful, reiniorced on 
occasion by Tory malcontents. The subject 
of electoral reform was coming to the front, 
thou^ more slowly than one would imagine 
at this distance of time. The real grieyance 
arose from the distress of the country. 
Manufacturers and agriculturists were both 
suffering to such an extent that a member of 
Parliament described the working classes as 
approaching starvation. When Parliament 
met in Febnwury 1830, the House of Com- 
mons was disapnointed by the cold ternif ip 
which the Boyal speech spoke of the condi- 
tion of affairs. This intensified the feelings 
of dissatisfaction which had previously ex- 
isted, and Ministers had a troubled time. 
While the political temper was in this un- 
settled state, George Fourth died in the 
month of June. 

The second half of 1830 had scarcely begun 
when the Revolution broke out in France, 
which drove Charles X. from the throne, and 
set up Louis Philippe. The movement was 
hailea with enthusiasm in Britain, where the 
autocratic policy of Charles and his Minister 
Prince de roMgnac was regarded with strong 
aversion. The upheaval in France excited 
Belgium, which disliked the connection with 
Holland established by the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815, and a revolt at Brussels 
ended, before the close of the year, in the 
establishment of Belgian independence. 
Events on the Continent reacted on this coun- 
try, and created a strong desire for political 
Reform. 

The new King, William IV., had been wel- 
comed on his accession to the Throne, but his 
popularity did not strengthen the Duke of 
Wellington's administration. The new Par- 
liament which was summoned on the acces- 
sion of the Kine speedily showed its dissatis- 
faction with the Cabinet. The Houses 
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whMt h mCBBt. 

aaiKnniccd the bH ai t 
m mO^ ~ 

OB « motioa in the Hoiae of ^ 

pooed bj Sir Hcnrj FanwlL for a Cbaanttso 
OB the Gvil list. Hiis motioB wms ciii cd 
OB the 15th ol Xorendwr bj b mhiuiUj «f 9, 
BBd the Minntry renffned. EbH Grey vbs 
•C9t for to form bb BdwnistrBtioB, Bad 
B r oBgi im m beeBme Lord ChaaeeUor. Lord 
Ahhorp WBS selected as Ownrelinr of the Bb- 
cl.eqoer BBd leader of the Ho«w of 
with Lord John Bbbm.I I ae one of his 
Bctire coUeagoes. It vaa Bndentood 
the ovtaet that PSarhaiBCDtBrT Bcforai voirid 
Wi«gw the attention of the nev Ministry. 

The year 1830 is famoBs for the opcBing of 
the Lfrerpool and Manchester BaihraT, which 
preyed beyond dispute the ralne of the forBi 
of loeomotion adrocated by George Stephen- 
son. The cqiening eereoMxiy o ee mi e d ob 
15th S e p t e m ber. Unfortnnately the oooa- 
mon was mar red by an accident which proved 
fatal to Wmiam Hnskiason, the member for 
Lirerpool, a man who had doae eminent ser* 
rioe BB a stateBman and financier. Hos^ia- 
son was knocked down by b passing engine, 
and died on the erening of the same day. 

From the " Inremest Courier.* 

1830. 

Jamury 6.--A few days before there was 
lannrhfd at Cromar^, from the shipyaid of 
Hn^ Allan, a large handsome schooner, which 
was christened 'The Sotors of Qromartf.** 
The branch is described by a conespoodoit, 
eridently Hugh Miller, wfio nukes the inci- 
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dent the occa&ion for a column of interesting 
traditions. 

January 13. — There is a long account in this 
issue of a case that arose in connection with 
the administration of Dr White's charity, Ross- 
keen. The c&se is not now of special interest, 
hat the extract from the will of the testator, 
Dr White, of Bombay, may be quoted:—**! 
direct that £2000 sterling be founded or morti- 
fied in that parish [Rosskeen] for the decayed 
and- modest poor — that the interest of the 
above sum be ajinually distributed among the 
most indigent, in sums from three to five 
pounds yearly, cteteris paribus the name <A 
Bethune to be preferred. The minister for 
the time bein^ and elders to be managers, with 
two of the chief heritors in rotation of twenty 
years." 

January 20. — The Magistrates and bakers of 
Inverness met to consider the price of bread, 
and agreed to reduce it a penny per 4-lb. loaf. 
The price of this loaf for fine bread was fixed 
at ninepence, and second qualitv sevenpence. 

Ibid.— The Reay country had recently been acquired 
by the house of Sutherland, and extensive im- 
provements were contemplated. ''A complete 
survey has been made of the whole, and roads 
and bridges are forthwith to be entered upon. 
The people seem highly gratified that since it 
was found necessary to dispose of the estate, 
it has fallen into the hands of the present 
noble proprietor^ the Marquis of Stafford, 
whose public spirit will undoubtedly supply 
the natives with means of employment, and 
thus materially better their condition. The 
lands of the noble Marquis in the North, by this 
recent extension, stretcn over a tract of country 
exceeding, in a direct line, one hundred miles. ' 

January 27. — Subscriptions for the improvements 
of the Ness Islands had reached the amount of 
£803 88 6d. It was hoped that further con- 
tributions would be obtained to enable the com- 
mittee to complete their original scheme of 
throwing a bridge over the western branch of 
the river, and so connecting the banks on both 
sides. In the next issue an additional sum of 
£50 was announced from Mr David Inglis, 
London, making his contribution £100. 

Ibid. — ^A letter from Stomoway states that the 
Hon. Mn Stewart Mackenzie had established 
five Sabbath Schools in that town, beside* a 
female school where the children of the poor 
were taught during the week English, Gaelic, 
writinflT, and needlework ; also a Sabbath even- 
ing school for the instruction of female ser- 
vants. The same lady was endeavouring to 
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establbh wniUr sdioob in other paridies in 
the Lewi. 

Febnurr 3. — ^Tbe price of bread in I n T t rne w ii 
the gnoject of dmcunion. Tvo points of tome 
interest are brought oot. One is that the loaf 
sold here for 9d was then 5 ounces 8 draas less 
in wdffht than the loaf sold in Edinborrii for 
8d. Tne other has reference to the legaJposi- 
tion of the trade. '^e are told," says the 
e^tor, ^'that the bakers are by law allowed 25 
per cent., and that as the Magistrates cannot 
interfere with them within this allowance, the 
best wa J to reduce prices would be to estaolish 
a oompration.'' 

Ibid. — ^A meeting was held at Elgin to consider 
the question of tishting the town with gas. 
"It was resolved that the Magistrates, baring 
agreed to pay annually for five years the sum 
of £35, toe inhabitants should assess them- 
selves in a rate of 4d per pound rent for a 
like period of five years, all houses under £5 
rent being exempted from the assessments ** 
The meeting next resolved to form a joint stock 
company, with a capital of £^500, and 
wttmn half-an-bour £1640 worth of shares were 
taken. 

IbkL — At an Excise Court held in Gran- 
town, a number of persons were cited for 
having in their possession candle-moulds or 
home-made candles, without having pud 
duty. The Excise officers had made a raia in 
the district, and brought up between forty and 
fifty cases. The Justices would not convict 
where only one candle was found, or where 
moulds only were produced, holding *Hhat the 
mere possession of a mould did not constitute 
a breach of the £xcif« laws.'* In cases where 
more than one candle was found, the Court 
awarded a ^'mitigated** penalty of £25, with 
a recommendation to the Board of Excise to 
exact no more than a nominal fine. This raid 
led to an angry correspondence in subse- 
quent numbers. The Excise officers alleged 
that the candles were not made for home use, 
but were turned out in considerable numbers 
for sale. They had seized as many as 32 stones 
of candles. 

Febnmry 10. — ^Two serious crimes are reported 
in this number. One is the murder of a lonely 
woman named Helen Mackenzie, sixty years of 
age, at her cottage near the mill-dam of Adina- 
garron, Easter Itoss. The motive was robbeiy, 
as she was believed to possess money. A search 
through subsequent files shows that the autho- 
rities failed to discover the murderer. — ^The 
other serious case was the robbery of a pedlar 
near Grantown. The poor man was attacked 
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and left insensible. He wa^ robbed of £23 in 
money, and of ffoods to the value of £30. T^e 
perpetrators of this outrage were not dis- 
covered, at least at the time. 

Ibid. — ^The debates at the opening of Parliament 
are reported at considerable len^h. The 
Government of the Duke of Welhngton was 
gettinff into those diffioidties which led to the 
first Keform Bill. A clause in the Roval 
Speech, which represented the distress in this 
country as local or partial, was keenly re- 
sented. 

February 17. — The deadi of Qeneral Stewart of 
Garth, Governor of the Island of St Lucia, 
occurred on 18th December. 'The General 
was known as a gallant soldier, and no less 
known as the author of one of tne most inter- 
esting books in the language — 'Sketches of the 
Highlands, Ac.' We latelv saw a letter from 
the GkneraJ, written in hign health and spirits, 
in which he indulged the anticipation ot long 
and happy diays in St Luda. He had begun a 
number of improvements, towards the com- 
pletion of which he was looking eagerly for- 
ward, little dreaming of the melancholy event 
that was so nigh at hand." 

Ibid. — "Earlv in the morning of Saturday, the 
6th inst. , before daylight, as a party of Excise 
officers were returning from a survey in the 
Dingwall district, after destroying a quantity 
of malt, they were fired at from amongst some 
bushes by the roadside at Crofts of Ardna- 

frask, near the Muir of Ord. One of the men 
ad two slug shots fired through his hat, and 
his head was slightly msed, but none of the 
party were injured. As the Excisemen were 
ignoragt of tn% strenfl^h of the party, they 
judged it best to pursue their journey without 
attempting to seize their assailants." 

February 24. — ^At a meeting of the Magistrates 
and bakers of Inverness, neld on this date, it 
was resolved to return to the old weight of 
the quartern loaf, 4 lbs. 5 oz. 8 dr., and to fix 
the price as follows : — ^Fine quartern loaf, 9d ; 
second do., 7d; and the small bread in pro- 
portion. This change was due to threatened 
competition, and the paragraph says that ''we 
think the old monopoly is now fairly broken 
down, and will never again be so firmly estab- 
lished." 

March 3. — ^A very beautifully executed series of 
drawings by a lady, done from the etchings 
of Mr Petley, of the carved stones at Nigg 
and Shandwick, in Ross-shire, were laid before 
the Northern Institution. They were in- 
tended for the Royal Antiquarian Society of 
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Oopenhagen, between whom aod the Northern 
InHitntion a correspondence had for some time 
•obosted. At the same meeting Mir Qeor^ 
Anderson, the secntary, read a paper on vitn- 
fied forts. 
Ibid. — The baptism of a converted Jew, which 
took place m the Inverness Gaelic Churoh, 
caused some local excitement. The ceremony 
was performed by the Rev. Mr CAark. The man 
was a native of Warsaw, named Ezekiel or 
Caspar Auerback, and was a hawker of station- 
ery and other articles. 
March 10. — ^There is a description of a wild boar 
hunt which to(^ place by the aide of the 
Deveron, in Banffshire. 8ome years previously 
the Earl of Fife had imported a boar and three 
sows from Qermany, but they and their 
progeny had dropped! off one by one, except 
a single fine boar, which haunted the district. 
During a snowstorm, however, he became a 
terror to the people, and the country-side 
turned out with dog and eun to despatch him. 
"Elis path was easily tracked in the snow, and 
on meeting the fierce intruder a spirited scene 
ensued. His extraordinanr speed, no less than 
his ferocity, kept the belligerenta at bay for 
some time, but he was at length destroyed, 
pierced by a number of bullets." 
March 17.~The steamer Maid of Morven, from 
Inverness to Glassow, foundered at Oban 
quay. She had taken the ground when the 
tide receded, and the weight of goods over- 
balanced her. No lives were lost. 
March 31. — ^The foundation-stone of Anderron's 
Institution was laid at Elgin on the previous 
Wednesday with Masonic honours. The mem- 
bers of two lodges took part in the 
ceremony, namely, Kilmolymock Lodge and 
Trinity Lodge. The foundation-stone was 
laid by the Grandmaster, William Brodie of 
Brodie. 
April 7. — 'The fever of emigration is at present 
raging in its height in the county of Suther- 
land, and the wikh of Upper Canada are this 
year the chosen scene for this voluntary exile. 
Vessels have been freighted to sail about the 
end of May, and no less than three hundred 
males, besKies children, have already regis- 
tered their names as passengers." 
April 14.— From the report of the Commissioners 
on Highland Roads and Bridges it appeared 
that £1800 had been expended m repairing the 
damage caused by Uie floods of 1829, and that 
other £10,000 would be required. 
Ibid.— A movement was on foot to establish an 
Academy at Nairn, and a list of subscriptioni 
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is given. — A Ifechanici* Institute was also set 
on foot at Nairn. 

April 21 and 28.— -A jury trial was held at Inver- 
ness, in which the Hon. Ifo Hay Mackenzie 
was pursuer and Sir Hugh Munro, Bart of 
Fowlis, was defender. The case related to the 
possession of a small glen oo Ben-Nevis, called 
Oorrienafiole, occupied as a summer grazing 
and a shooting ground in the autumn. A great 
number of witnesses were examined in Qaelic. 
The trial lasted for three days, and in the 
end the jury found for the pursuer. 

Ibid. — ^The first notice appears of the Assynt 
murderer, famous in local annals. The body 
of a pedlar named Murdo Grant, who is do- 
scribed as a steady, respectable Jyoung man, 
was found in a loch in Assynt. The marks on 
his body showed that it was too probable he 
had met with a violent death. The Sheriff of 
Sutherland and the Procurator-Fiscal, who 
were attending the Circuit Court at Inverness 
when the news arrived, set off to investigate 
the matter. 

May 5. — There are reports of discussions at the 
Synod of Moray and the Presbytery of Inver- 
ness relative to the law of patronage. At both, 
the Rev. Mr dark, Inverness, moved an over- 
ture to the Qeneral Assembly urging the pro- 
priety <^ enacting that before a minister could 
be inducted to a church, a call to him must be 
regularly signed by a majority of the male com- 
municants of a parish. Rev. Mr Fraser, of 
Kirkhill, seconded. The overture was re- 
jected in the Synod by 20 votes to 9, and in 
the Presbytery by 6 votes to 4. One of the 
arguments against the overture was that it 
would bring the Church into collision with the 
civil law. 

May 28. — *'Sir Robert Peel, the venerable father 
of Mr Secretary Pee), died on Mondkiy week, 
and the consequent absence of the Secretary 
has caused some interruption to the business 
of the House of Commons. Several motions 
have been postponed, and the House adjourned 
on Thursdav night to Monday. Mr O'Connell 
and Lord John Russell have postponed their 
motions on the subject of the reform of the 
representation of the people, which stood for 
Thursday, tiH Friday, May 28.'* 

Ibid. — It is stated that a young man named Mac- 
leod, had been arrested in Assynt on suspicion 
of being connected with the murder of the 
pedlar, Murdoch Grant. The body of the 
murdered man had been dreadfully bruised and 
mangled by a hatchet or hammer. It was 
(cnown that he hid left his native parish of 
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LochbroofD wHh goods in his pt<^ to Um Tifaie 
of at least £50, and monej on nia pecaon to tlM 
amoont of £6. Suspicion alighted on ICadeod 
from his changing a £5 bank note. 
Mar 19.~The trial of a will case, kmnm aa the 
Dnndonnell cause, occupies a large part of the 
paper. The jury were unable to agree, and 
were discharged. 
Ibid. — ^Among the donations to the Northern In- 
stitution was a set of preserred specimens of 
the Linn«a borealis in flower, gathered on the 
Kno(^ of Alyes, near Elgin, by the Rer. 
George Gordon of that town. From the same 
gentleman there was also laid on the table a 
complete and yainable assortment of the rocks 
found in the lower dis^ct of Morayshire, ac- 
companied by a memoir on the geology of that 
part of the country. Mr G^rge Anderson, 
the Secretaiy, also read a paper on the great 
boulder, Tom Riach, which stands on the 
sooth bank of the River Nairn, about two miles 
from Oolloden battlefield. 
May 26.— The Riffht Hon. Charles Grant, M.P., 
presented the Rev. Alexander Beith, minister 
at Kilbrandon, to the parish of Glenelg, in the 
Presbytery of Lochcarron. 
June 2. — On the 24th ult. a Cromarty boat, re- 
turning from Wick with passenffers, struck on 
a rock in the neighbourhood of Dunbeath, and 
all on board, with one exception, perished. 
Ten lives were loef, including a famify named 
Ross from Tain, consisting of husband and 
wife and six children. 'It is not a little re- 
markable," says the report, ''that since the 
middle of autumn last a greater number of the 
inhabitants of Cromarty nave perished at sea 
than for the thirty years preceding." 
June 9. — The question whether Catholics were 
liable for fees to Session Clerks was decided in 
the negative by the Sheriff-Substitute at In- 
verness. The case arose out of a claim made 
by the Session-Clerk of Kilmonivaig for re- 
gistering the births and marriages of certain of 
the panshioners who were Roman Catholics. 
The entries were made without the knowledge 
or consent of the parents. 
Ibid. — ''We understand that the important cause 
betwixt Glengarry and the Oededonian Canal 
Commissioners, wnich has been for some years 
in the Court of Session, was decided in favour 
of the Commissioners on Saturday last. The 
case related to the possession of Loch-Oich, 
which is surrounded by lands belonging to 
Glengarry, and for the use of which, in the 
formation of the Canal, he claimed compensa- 
tion from the Commissioners. The decision 
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goes to establith what was urged for the de- 
fenders, that an inUnd loch is the property of 
the surroundine proprietors, only while it is 
of no use to the public, and that the public 
have a right to convert such lochs to the public 
benefit whenever practicable." 

June 23. — ^The Inverness Wool Market was held 
the previous week. Prices for wool were a 
shade higher than the previous year, but prices 
for sheep were at least twenty per cent down. 
Not one-fourth of the usual business was trans- 
acted. A long-argued question concerning the 
date of the fair was settled. Hitherto it had 
been held in the middle of June. At a meeting, 
however, held on this occasion, it was resolv^ 
to postpone the time till the second Thursday 
of July, and to make application to the Magi- 
strates to sanction the cnange. Complaint was 
made of the high tolls charged for sheep. It 
was also stated that a disease which shepherds 
called "trembling" had appeared amongst flocks 
on their way South. It was supposed to be 
due to bad accommodation on the road, and 
to the fatigue of travelling on the hard, dry 
turnpikes. 

Ibid. — The previous week two brigs left Cro- 
marty for Quebec, carrying between them 
about 320 passengers. About a fortnight be- 
fore another vessel sailed from the North with 
emigrants, and altogether it was believed that 
600 persons, chiefly from Sutherland, had 
quitt^ their native country. This emigration 
seems to have sprung generally from the favour- 
i^le representations of friends already settled 
in Canada. Many of the emigrants possessed 
property, and many were young and eager for 
adventure. 

June 30. — This number announces the death of 
King George IV. The bulletin issued by the 
King's medical attendants was as follows: — 
''Windsor Oastle, June 26. It has pleased 
Almighty Qod to take from the world the 
King's Most Excellent Majesty. His Majesty 
expired at a quarter-past three o'clock this 
morning without pain." 

Ibid.— On the 21st inst. the foundation-stone of 
a branch of the National Bank was laid at 
Portree, in the Isle of Skye, and also of a com- 
modSous Inn. The ceremony took place with 
Masonic honours. 

July 7, — On the previous Friday, at noon, the 
ceremony of proclaiming King William IV. 
was performed at the Cross of Inverness by 
the Sheriff-Depute of the County, in presence 
of the Magistrate* of Inverness, the Sheriff - 
SulMtitute, and a large gathering. After the 
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Grant. Circulars issued by his opponent had 
been franked by the Home Secretary. The 
''Courier," however, deckred that Mr Grant 
was assured of a majority. 

Ibid. — "lABt week a veteran of the name of 
William Cameron died in the parish of Cht>y, 
county of Nairn, at the advanced aee of 97. 
When only a lad he was pressed by the troops 
in the service of George 11, and obliged to 
assist in conveying their baggage a short time 
previous to the memorable and decisive battle 
of Culloden, and at that conflict he fought in 
support of the House of Hanover aeainst his 
father, who supported the claims of the last 
of the Stuarts. He went afterwards to the 
East Indies in the 73rd Regiment, and was 
ultimatdy discharged with a pension of a 
shilling a day, which he enjoyed lor fifty years. 
Two of his grandsons, one of them a drill 
sergeant, are at present serving in the gallant 
42to Regiment. On one occasion his son, 
grandson, and son-in-law, and himself drew 
their pensions together at Fort-G^rge.** "The 
**veteran" at the time of the battle of Cul- 
loden could not have been more than thirteen 
years of age, 

July 28. — ^The number contains an account of 
improvements by the Marquis of Stafford in 
the county of (Sutherland, especially in the 
making of* roads. Previous to 1829 a road had 
been made along the north coast of Sutherland 
to the river Naver. At Whitsunday 1829 the 
Marquis acquired the Reay country, and 
directed the rood to be continued to the Kyle 
of Tongue, and across the Moin to Loch- 
Eriboll. 

August 14. — ^This number records the Revolution 
in France which caused the flight of Charles 
X. It is the number which Hugh Miller re- 
ceived at Cromarty when he was hewing in 
the neighbourhood of the harbour, surrounded 
by a group of French fishermen. Their boat 
bore Uie name of Charles X., and' as soon as 
th^ heard of the King*s flight, one of them 
took a piece of chalk, and effaced the royal 
name. Miller relates the incident in the neict 
number of the "Courier," and has described it 
in his "Schools and Schoolmasters." 

Ibid. — Mr Robert Grant was elected one of the 
members for the city of Norwich, having, in 
conjunction with Mr Gurney, ousted Colonel 
Jonathan Peel, a brother of the Home Secre- 
tajy, over whom Mr Grant obtained a majority 
of d51. *The number of voters who came for- 
ward to support Mbc Grant wbb 2277. Under 
all the cin^umstances a higher honour has 
seldom been conferred on a public man.** 
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August IL — ^Tbe public are retpectfoUy in- 
formed that the Caledonian Coach now runs 
daily to and from Perth, atarting from the 
Caledonian Hotel, Invemen, at a ooarter be- 
fore 6 a.m., and from the Qeorge and Star Inn, 
Perth, at 6 a.m. 

Ibid. — ^The first general meeting of aabaeriben to 
the Nairn Aciuiemy was hem on the previous 
Friday, when a draft of the rules was carefuOy 
gone over and adjusted. — ^In the same number 
there is a review of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder's 
book on the Moray floods. 

August 18. — Sir James W. Mackenzie of Scatwell 
was elected, without opposition, M.P. for the 
county of Roes. Lord Francis Leveson-GUiwer 
was elected member for the county of Suther- 
land. 

Ibid.— It i8 sUted that William Fraser of QtM- 
ston Hall, Berlnce, had in his will bequeathed 
freedom to upwards oi twenty slave* on his 
estate in the colony. Mr Fraser died at T&in 
in the 43rd year of his age. 

Aufl:ust 25.— Colonel John Baillie of Leys was 
elected member for the Inverness Di^rict of 
Burghs. The same number record* that the 
former member, Mr Robert Grant, had given 
£100 to the burgh of Fortrose for the purpose 
of defraying the expense incurred in bringing 
water into the town. — ^The Hon. C^itain 
Campbell, brother of the Earl of Cawdor, was 
elected member for the county of Nairn. The 
new members entertained the leading inhabi- 
tants to dinner. The dinner given by Colonel 
Baillie in the Caledonian Hotel at Inverness is 
described as superb. 'Two turtles, whidi had 
been ordered ^m London bv the member, 
were served up in a style that would have 
thrown Meg Dods into ecstasies, while the 
various wines— champagne, Madeira, claret, 
Ac. — ^were equally excellent." 

September 1. — ^The contest for the representation 
of the county of Inverness terminated on llie 

Srevious Friday in the re-election of Charles 
^rant. "From the commencement of the 
struggle the result was looked forward to with 
intense anxiety in all parts of the Kingdom. 
Tlie neriodical press, daily, weekly, monthly, 
and quarterly had taken up the subject — lords 
and commoners had discussed it at public 
meetings — politicians of all parties were on the 
qui vive, iforecasting future event* from the 
success or defeat of the popular candidate — 
and by universal consent the last election in 
Britain was pronounced to be one of the most 
important." It is stated that the contest was 
conducted with great courtesy on both sides. 
The battle was fought on public grounds. On 
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the day of election the trial of atreDgth was 
made on the election of Chairman. For Mr 
Macpherson-Grant of Ballindalloch, who sup- 
ported Mr Charles (Irant, 34 freeholders 
voted; and for Colonel Grant of Grant, the 
leading man on the other side, 25. This gave 
the one party a majority of nme. Maclec^ of 
Macleod then withdrew from the contest, de- 
livering at the same time a speech in which he 
expressed his political views. Mr Charles 
Grant also delivered a brilliant speech. Since 
his retirement from the Gk)vemment he had 
acted as an independent member, and intended 
so to continue. *'For the Duke of Wellington, 
the greatest Captain of his age, the benefactor 
of his country, the conaueror of Napoleon, he 
retained sentiments of tne deepest respect and 
admiration." He claimed the right, however, 
to criticise the Duke's political administration. 
'^Declining to give any pledge in general, this 
pledge I will give, that in just exertion to 
obtain your approbation and that of the 
country, I shall not be wanting. Gentlemen, 
I thank you for placing not the representation 
only, but the independence of the county, in 
my hands. Tlie "Courier" says that after 
the roll of freeholders had been purged and 
made up, Mr Grant would have had a majority 
of 12. Mr Grant's dinner was held in the Cale- 
donian Hotel, the company numbering 134. 
His brotlifcr, Mr Robert Grant, was present, 
and his health was proposed by young Lochiel, 
and drunk with great applause. Macleod 
entertained his friends in the Royal Hotel. A 
few days afterwards a splendid "election ball" 
was given in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 

September 15. — ^There is a notice of a treatise on 
the natural history of the salmon, printed for 
private circulation bv Mr Alexander Eraser, 
tacksman at Dochnalurff. 'Tor more than 
forty years Mr Fraser nad been sedulously 
engaged in the salmon trade, on the beautiful 
banu of the loch and river of Ness, and a 
series of attentive observations, continued 
through so long a period, has put him in pos- 
session of much new and valuable information 
on the subiect of his study and pursuits." 

September 22. — There were four murder cases at 
the Inverness autumn circuit. In one case the 
culprit was pronounced insane; the verdict in 
the second case was not proven; in the third 
not guilty. The fourth case was that of the 
Assynt murder, and the trial was postponed. 

Ibid. — There is an account of the openingof the 
Liverpool railway, and the death of Mr Huskis- 
son. 

September 29. — ^The Nortliem Meeting of this 
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▼ear is described as the dullest ever remem- 
bered. The weather for some time had been 
very unfayourable. — Dr Robertson of Aultna- 
skiach was elected once more as Provost of 
Inverness. 

Ibid. — At a Justice of Peace Court, held for the 
trial of offences against the Excise laws, there 
were fourteen cases forward — a much smalls 
number than on former occasions, and the 
majority of a comparatively unimportant 
character. *'There was not one case of illicit 
distillation, a pretty satisfactory proof that 
that baneful ^-affic has been nearly extin- 
guished in this district of the Highlands." 

0(^ber 6. — ^A requisition, signed by three hun- 
dred persons, described as influential merchants 
and other inhabitants of Liverpool, was pre- 
sented to Mr Charles Grant asking him to 
allow himself to be nominated as a candidate in 
room of Mr Huskisson. A deputation from 
Liverpool came to Inverness to present the re- 

auisition. Mr Grant was deeply gratified by 
lie invitation, but declined to sever himself 
from the county of Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^A letter is published from a young man in 
Quebec, one of the Sutherland eminunts who 
sailed trom Cromarty in Mav. The vessel 
arrived at Quebec on the 8th of August, after a 
tedious passage of ten weeks, caused by con- 
trary winds iniich prevailed from the time she 
left Cromarty. "Nearly the whole of the pas- 
sengers, about 220 in number, were attacked by 
a severe fever owing to bad water. The water 
had been put into palm-oil casks, or some other 
obnoxious stuff was in them formerly, and we 
could neither use it for tea, coffee, or anything 
else, and of which we got a very smell allow- 
ance. We lost nine passengers in all." Most 
of the passengers went up countrv on their 
arrival, out the writer and some others stayed 
in Quebec, and obtained employment there. 
He mentions that the vessel wnich sailed from 
Cromarty about three weeks after them 
arrived at Quebec on '*the following day," pre- 
sumably the 9th. He also states that about 
38,000 emigrants had arrived that season, most 
of them Irish. 

Ibid.— At a County Meeting, Sheriff Tytler 
brought forward suggestions for a new gaol 
and court-house, and proposed that a special 
meeting should be called to consider the situa- 
tion on the 14th of December, as it was prob- 
able that the Lord Advocate's Gaol Bill would 
then be before them. This was agreed to. 
Daring the next few weeks the bill was pro- 
duced, and was discussed at meetings in Inver- 
ness aiid other burghs. 
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October 13. — There is a memoir of Colin llac- 
kenzie of Portmore, one of the Principal Clerks 
of the Court of Session, quoted from the 
'^Edinburgh Weekly Journal, and said to be 
written by Sir Walter Scott. Portmore was a 
tnrandson, through his mother, of Mr Colin 
Siackenzie of Kilcoj. 

Ibid. — ''l^e Belgians have obtained what they 
contended for so vigorously and pertinaceously, 
the separation of Belgium from HoOaxid." 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent gives an account of the 
scenes he had witnessed in 1826 at Loch-mo- 
Naire, a sheet of water five miles from the 
mouth of the river Naver, in Sutherland, sup- 
posed to have virtue in the curins of diseases 
and of lunacy. The writer states tnat hundreds 
repaired to this loch on the first Monday of 
every quarter. On the occasion in quertion 
about a hundred assembled on the Sunday 
night precedinff, and kept themselves warm 
round a large neap of burning peats. Men, 
women, and children were among the gather- 
ing. As soon as the advent of Monday was 
announced, they gave a simultaneous shout, 
stripped without ceremony, aud each throwing 
a piece of money into the loch, plunged into 
the water. 'They dive thrice, during each of 
three rounds, after which they dress and away 
i-D procession to the farther end of the loch, 
where they gather some weed which alone 
gives effect to the operation just performed. 
When a sufficient quantity of the weed had 
been collected, we again moved slowly in pro- 
cession round the enchanted loch three times." 
Bathing in this loch continued to be res(urted 
to ss a cure until a much later date than above- 
mentioned. An account of an incident of the 
kind appears in the "Courier" in Au«ist 1871. 

October 20. — *'A meetins; of the inhi9>itants of 
the burgh of Dingwall was held on Saturday 
last, for the purpose of consideriufi: the subjed^ 
of Parliamentary Reform. Sir Francis Mac- 
kenzie of Gairloch, Bart., was unanimously 
called to the chair. Resolutions were passed 
condemning the present system of representa- 
tion as calculated to promote the interests of 
certain individuals, oraers, and classes, at the 
expense and to the detriment of the great body 
of the people, and calling upon every loyal in- 
dividual desirous of preserving peace, property, 
and social order, to use his best exertions to 
obtain such a reform of the House of Commons 
as would render its members the real, impartial, 
and disinterested representatives of Uie people." 

Ibid. — There is a notice of the death of Donald 
Munro, a catechist in Skye, who seems to have 
been a remarkable man. He was quite nn- 
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Xoremher at.~The QoTenoMBt was defeated on 
a motitm in the House ol Qmummib for tha ap- 
pointment of a Select OMuaittee to inq[iiire 
into the C^ril List. Hie ■y^jority against 
Mimsten was 89. *^In one gnind Mint tiM 
dianolntion of the Dnke^s MinntiT dilm from 
all preTions ones — it has heen iMonght shoot 
soMt hj public opinion/* Eari Qrer formed 
a new Administration. Mr CSiarles (kant, 
memher for the countT of InTcrneas, hecame 
President of the Board* of OontroL Bron^am 
became Lord Chancellor. 

December 1.— '"We are tmlT RUd to see the 
fading of cordiality and confidence with whidi 
the new Ministry is hailed by the nation.** 
This is the beginnii^ of an editorial aitide. 
No disdosnre of the intentions of Ifimsters on 
the subject of Reform bad 3ret been made, but 
petiUons in favour began to flow into Parlia- 
ment. 

Ibid.— niere had just been published at Inrer- 
ness the Oselic songs of William Roes, who 
has been described as "one of the sweetest 
minstrds the Highlands haye nroduced." He 
was bom in die parish of Stratii, Isle of Skye, 
in 1762, but was partly educated in Forres, 
and in early life accompanied his father, a 
pedlar, in bis wanderings through the High- 
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lands and Lawlands. His mother was a 
daughter of Piohare Dall, a celebrated blind 
piper of Gairlooh. According to tiie para- 
graph in t^is issue, Ross became a s<3iool- 
mastea? in his native parish ; but whether this 
was so or not, he certainly became school- 
master in the parisib of Gkurliodi, Ross-shire. 
He died prematurely at the age of 28. His 
songs floated in the memories of the people 
(untu they were collected b^ Mr John Mac- 
kenzie of Inyerewe, and published in this year, 
1830. 

Ibid. — ^A terrific gale occurred in November, in 
which many veraels were wrecked. 

December 8. — Six criminal cases were tried at 
Inverness tlie previous week before the Sheriff 
and a juiy. The cases occupied the Court two 
days. 

December 15. — A number of gentlemen favour- 
able to Parliamentary Reform met in the Cale- 
donian Hotels-Mr John Mackenzie, banker, in 
the chair. A requisition was drawn up to the 
Provost asking nim to call a public meeting. 
The Provost declined to call a meeting on the 
|[round that the Question had better be left 
m the hands of tne (Government. The com- 
mittee accordingly resolved to call a meeting 
on their own account. 

December 22. — There is a long report of the 
meeting held in behalf of Parliamentary Re- 
form. Mr John Mackenzie, banker, was in 
the chair. Although a burgh meeting, several 
county gentlemen were present, including 
Mackmt€«h, yr. of Mackintosh, Mr Eraser o3 
Abertarff, Captain Eraser of Balnain, Mr 
Eraser of Torbreck, Mr Mackintosh, yr. of 
Geddes, Captain Mackay of Hedgefield, and Mr 
Macdonald of Ness Castle. Among the 
speakers were some of the above-mentioned 

Gentlemen, as also Mr Macandrew, solicitor; 
ailie Cunmiing, Mr Cameron, solicitor; Mr 
George Mackay, merchant; Mr Thomson, 
banker; Mr Adam, rector of the Academy; 
and Dr Nicol. 

Ibid. — The deaUi is recorded of the Rev. James 
Smith, minister of Avoch, in the 73rd year of 
his age and the 44th of his minstry. He is 
highly spoken of, especially as a pastor. 

December 29.— ^Public meetings in favour of Re- 
form were held at Dingwall and Elgin. At 
the Dingwall burgh meeting the Provost, Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth, presided; at 
the county meeting. Sir George ifackenzie of 
Coul. At the Elgin county meeting Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauder presided. At the Elgin 
hiirgh meeting Mr W. Robertson of Auchin- 

12 
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roath wa« in the chair, and Mr Iiaac Foiiijrth 
waa the chief speaker. A meetins was alio 
held at Forres, at which Mr Alezaoder Whyte, 
merchant, presided. A large number of Ho«- 
i^re proprietors took part in the Dingwall 
county meeting. 
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No. vn. 

In the year 1831 the attention of the 
nation was ahsorbed hy the Reform Bill. The 
measure was introduced into the House of 
Commons hy Lord John Russell on 1st 
March. It was of a wider character than 
Reformers expected, and was yet a solid and 
wdl-balanoed scheme. Very small boroughs 
were to be cut off, large towns to be enfran- 
chised. The light oi voting was given in 
boroughs to householders rated n>r £10 



rental; in counties to copyholders P^yiug £10 

" " iers paying £60. 
number of members of the House of Oom- 



a^-year and leaseholders paying £50. The 



mens was to be reduced from 658 to 696. 
The sti-uggle came on the second reading, 
which was carried by a majority of only one 
vcte--302 to 301. *'This victory," says 
Molesworth, "was in many respects worse 
than a defeat. It obliged the Government 
to go on with the bill with a moral certainty 
that it would be so mutilated in Committee 
as to render its abandonment necessary. And 
notice was ^ven of a variety of motions cal- 
culated to mt erf ere with the progress of the 
measure. One of the most plausible of these 
motions, and one that was subsequently con- 
ceded, was made by General Gasooyne, who 
movea that it was the opinion of the House 
that the total number of knights, citizens, 
and burgesses returned to Parliament for 
England and Wales ought not to be dimin- 
ished, on the plausible groimd that it was 
desirable not to alter the relative proportion 
of membei's returned by the three Kingdoms. 
As this was the first of the series of motions, 
the Government, notwithstanding its appar- 
ently harmless character, determined to Join 
issue upon it, and were defeated by a ma- 
jority or eighth It was manifest that to pro- 
long the struggle after this defeat woula be 
a waste of time and energy, and would only 
serve to help the Opposition in playine their 
same of delay. Ministers had already 
hinted that an adverse decision on this ques- 
tion would force them to appeal to the nation. 
It was now resolved that the appeal should 
be made at the first moment that the state 
of public business would allow. The King 
was reluctant to agree, but at length con- 
sented, and Parliament was dissolved. The 
country rang with the cry, 'The bill, the 
whole bill, and nothing but the bill.' " 
The second half of 1831 was politically very 
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stormy. Tlio now Ftrliajnoiit was opened on 
June ^Ist, and on June 24th the second Be- 
fonn Bill was introducsod. The Go<Fernment 
was now supported by a s^tms majority. 
Tho division on the second recmng, whi^ 
took place on 7th Joly, ^ve Ministers a ma- 
jority of 136. Long discQssioos took ^Bce 
m Committee, and it was not until the 22nd 
of September that the measure got throngh 
the Mouso of Commons. The final dhrision 
** that tho bin do now pass" was taken at fire 
o'docJE in the morning, with the following 
result:— For the bill, 345: rgeinst, 239; 
majority in favour, 1()6. The measure had 
next to run the ^untlot of the Houso of 
Lords. The division on the sooond reading 
occurred on 8th October, and was adverse to 
the bill, tho majority :;^unst being 41. The 
news created a fever of ozcitomont in the 
ooiintry, and led to violent scenes, the most 
serious of which were tho memorable riots at 
Bristol. After a short prorogation, Pariia- 
ment reossdmbled on 6th Docember, and on 
tlie 12 til, Lord John Russell brought for- 
ward tho third Reform Bill. The second 
reading was carried bv a majority of 162, and 
Parliament adjourned till tne l7th of Janu- 
ai*y. The year came to a dose amidst 
sen oral anxiety and unrest. In addition to 
the political troubles, Asiatic cholera was 
spreading throu^out tho land. 

Bram the ** Inverness Courier.^' 
1831. 

Januarv 5. — The editor expresses his gratification 
at tne increased circulation of the paper. 
''About twenty-four years a^,** he savs, '*it 
was thought a bold undertaking to establish a 
newspaper in Inverness. Our Northern 
countrymen were content to derive their politi- 
cal information from Edinburgh or Aberdeen, 
and could not imagine whence a periodical 
press in the heart of the Highlands could pos- 
sibly draw sustenance and support The re- 
sult has triumphantly answered these doubts. 
Two p^ers now issue weekly from the capital 
of the Highlands ; another has been established 
in Elgin, a thiid paper has been added to 
Aberdeen, and various additions have lately 
been made to the Edinburgh press. We have 
not, therefore, risen on the ruin ot our con- 
temporaries. Our success has been commen- 
surate with the improvement of the country 
in aU its social arts and relations — in its agri- 
culture, fisheries, trade, and commerce — with 
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the di£fufion of knowledge and the increased 
means of c<nnmunication throughout all parts 
of the Kingdom." He adds that some portion 
of the recent increase ma^ also be attributed 
to the striking events which had lately taken 
place throughout all parts of the Kingdom. 

Ibid.-^n Thursday, the 30th ult., Mr Charles 
Qrant, who had vacated his seat on accepting 
the office of President of the Board of Trade, 
was re-elected member for the county of Inver- 
ness without opposition. At the meeting of 
freeholders Mr Macjpherson-Grant of Biulin- 
dalloch was in the chair. The motion for the 
election of Mr Qrant was made by Mr Fraser 
of Lovat and seconded by Mr Qrant of Qlen- 
moriston. 

Ibid. — ^There is a long repc»1; of what was known 
as the Belladrum cause. Mr John Stewart, 
M.P., purchased the estate of Belladrum in 
1826 for £80,000. The question at issue, which 
was tried before the Lord President and a 
special jury, was whether the pursuer, Mr 
Stewart, was induced by misrepresentation to 
enter into the said agreement. A note of par- 
ticulars had been famished to the pursuer, and 
these, it was said, were incorrect. The jury 
found for Mr Stewart, but he appears to nave 
retained the estate. 

January 12. — ^There is a long report of the second 
trial of the Dundonnell cause, which came off 
before the Lord President and a jury in the 
Court of Session. The deceased proprietor 
had left the estate away from his brother, the 
natural heir. The question was whether the 
testator was mentally capable of making a will ; 
and further, whether his brother-in-law. Boy, 
to whom he left the estate, had interfered un- 
duly in the transaction. By the verdict of the 
jury the will was reduced, and the brother de- 
clared the heir. It appears, however, that the 
brother was financially ruined by the litigation 
in the case, and the property had to be sold in 
1835. 

Ibid. — ^Meetings were held at Nairn and at Tain 
in favour of Parliamentary Reform. 

Ibid.— A communication from Hugh Miller, which 
forms part of his Traditions of Cromarty, 
appears in this issue. Other chapters followed 
in subsequent issues. 

January 26. — A Reform meetinpj was held at 
Wick, Captain Macdonald of Shebster in the 
chair. *'The Chairman read an official letter 
from the Sheriff-Substitute of the county, in- 
timating to the movers and promoters of the 
meeting that they were taking upon them- 
selves a high responsibility in calling into 
action a power which they had no means of 
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coiitxx>lling ; and that as such meetings could 
be legally and constitutionally called by 
Magistrates alone, which had not been done in 
this instance, they would be held responsible 
for the consequences. The Chairman expressed 
his astonishment at such a letter having been 
written." Resolutions in favour of Reform 
were agreed to. 

February 2. — ^Four threatening letters signed 
**Swing" were received by prominent persons in 
Inverness, written, it was said, in consequence 
of the scarcity of meal, caused by extensive 
exportation from the North. A placard headed 
'Tkfeal Mob" was also affixed to the wall of the 
Parish Church, calling on the people to turn 
out on Tuesday night. The Majijistrat^s took 
precautionary measures, and no movement 
occurrv^d. A reward of twenty guineas was 
offered for the discovery of the authors of the 
letters and placard. 

Ibid. — -Died, at Kitarlity, Mr Donald Frnser, 
parochial schoolmaster, aged 89. He had held 
office for nearly seventy years. At the age of 
18 Mr Fraser married a girl of 15, and his wife 
survived him. They had nnmeroufi descend- 
ants. 

February 9. — ^At an Inverness county meeting, 
resolutions were adopted in favour of the erec- 
tion of a new Court-house and gaol. A com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with the Magi- 
strates of the burgh, and to correspond with 
conveners of other counties. At the same 
meeting Sheriff '^ler proposed resolutions in 
favour of the abolition of the tax on candles, 
which was oppressive to the poor, and pro- 
ceed only about £400,000 to the national 
revenue. 

Ibid. — The winter was severe. There wa« a 
heainr snow-storm. One day no less than five 
Lonaon and three Edinburgh mails were due. 

February 23.— A meeting of the proprietors of 
kelp estates in the Hebrides and West Coast 
of Scotland ha3 been held at Edinburgh for 
the purpose of memorialisint^ the Board of 
Trade on a recent order in Council which re- 
duced the duty on barilla from £5 to /i2 per 
ton, a reduction which thev apprehended 
would lead to the entire extinction of kelp 
manufacture in Scotland. It was stated that 
the inhabitants of North Uist, South Uist, and 
Benbecula numbered about 12,500 persons, and 
that 7000 or 8000 had no other means of sup- 
port than the gathering of kelp. 

March 2.— /There was at this time a Coursing 
C9ub in Sutherland. Its doings are reported 
in thifl issue. 

Ibid. — ^"A Sunday School was lately established 
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in Grantown bv the Rev. Peter Qrant, Baptiit 
minister, whicn is attended by near}^ all the 
youth of the town, and is conducted m a very 
superior manner." Tlie Rev. Peter Grant was 
the author of some fine Gaelic hymns. 

March 9. — ^The Reform Bill was introduced by 
Lord John Ruseell into the House of Commons 
on 1st March. Nine columns of the paper are 
appropriated to a report of the debate. 

March 17.— The first reading of the Reform Bill 
was acquiesced in without a dirision. 
^'Meetings in favour of the large and liberal 
measure of Government," it is stated, "are 
spreading in all parts of the country — north 
as well as south, Nairn, Dingwall, and Tain 
have already met to consratulate Ministers and 
the country on the subject, while Inverness 
comes forward on Saturday. Hie freeholders 
of Rosa-shire assemble on the 24th inst. We 
never recollect a public measure on which there 
was so much unanimity of sentiment." 

Ibid. — ^At a meeting of the Directors of Tain 
Academy, Mir John NoUe was elected Rector. 

March 23. — On the previous Saturday a public 
meeting was held in the Gburt-House at Inver- 
ness to express approval of the Reform Bill. 
Mr John Mackenzie, banker, was in the chair, 
and the speakers were mostly the same as at 
the previous Reform meeting. "In order to 
defray the necessair expenses, a shilling each 
was charged for aomittance at the door, and 
hence perhaps the attendance was more re- 
spectable than numerous. A considerable pro- 
portion, however, of our townsmen was pre- 
sent, and the utmost loyalty and unanimity 
pervaded the meeting." The text of the Re- 
form Bill is printed as a supplement to the 
issue. 

Ibid. — ^A new coach, the Defiance, is announced 
as about to start between Inverness and Aber- 
deen. The runninff was to commence on 4th 
April. ''The guards and coachmen, who drive 
throughout, will be distinguished by crimson 
coats. 

March 30. — ^The second reading of the Reform 
Bill was carried in the House of C(nnmona, but 
only by a single vote. The figures were— Por 
the bill, 302; against, 301.— A meeting of 
county gentlemen at Tain petitioned against 
the bill. A meeting of Easter Ross farmers, 
held at New Tarbat, passed resolutions in 
favour of the measure. Similar resolutions 
were pasited at a meeting in Stomoway. 

April 6. — ^Inverness was brilliantly illuminated 
on Monday night in commemoration of the 
second reading of the Reform Bill. The 
measure continued to excite local discussion. 
At a county meeting in Inverness, Sheriff 
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l^ler pretided» and Taiioas Tievs were ex- 
pzened on details. A resolution was adopted 
b^ a majority qaestioning tlie propriety of 
giving Totea to tenants in coonties. At a 
connj^ meeting in DingwaU, Mr Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of SeafOTth moyed resolutions approving 
of the Ministerial plan of Reform. Mx Mac- 
kenzie of Ord moTed a resolution declaring the 
biU too sweeping and partiaL The amend- 
ment was carried by 18 to 14. 

April 20.— Sir Francis A. Mackenzie, Bart, of 
Oairloch, sent £100 worth of potatoes to his 
tenantry on the West Coast. The preyions 
year's crop had been destroyed by wet 

April 27. — Parliament was dinolyed on the 23rd. 
An editorial note says — ^"The yotes of the 
Scots representatiyes cm the Reform BiU were 
as follows : ^For the bill, 16 ; against it, 25 ; 
majority against, 9. Four members were 
absent, namely, the members for BanfEshire, 
Ross-shire, Dumfries Burghs, and Inyemess 
Burghs. The Goyemment were defeated on 
a motion by GJeneral Oascoyne, that the total 
number of membov in the House of Commons 
ought not to be diminished. The vote stood — 
For the motion, 299; agunst it 291; 
majority, 8." 

May 4. — At an Invemess-shire coun^ meeting, 
it was reported that the Duke of Gordon hiui 
agreed to sell the Castlehill for the erection of 
a new jail and Court-House, the price to be 
thirty years' purchase at £11 per annum. The 
meeting agreed to the terms, and thanked the 
Duke. 

Ibid.— Oolonel Baillie of Leys intended to contest 
the county of Inverness as an anti-reformer, 
but finding the majority of the freeholdnv in 
favour of the measure, he withdrew. Colonel 
Baillie sat in the previous Parliament for the 
Inverness Burghs, but Major Gumming Bruce 
had secured the votes of Nairn and Forres, 
and Nairn wan on this occasion the returning 
burgh. — ^Mr J. E. Baillie was returned as 
one of the members for Bristol. Sir Hugh 
Innes of Locbalsh, a supporter of the bill, suc- 
ceeded Lord Francis Gower in Sutherlandshire. 

May 18. — Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster, was 
elected for the county of Oiithnesa. He was 
in favour of the Reform BilL 

May 25. — On the previous Monday Major Gum- 
ming Bruce was elected member for the Inver- 
ness District of Burghs. Captain Rose, Com- 
missioner for Nairn, proposed the Major, and 
the other Commissioners, Provost Gordon for 
Forres, Provost Macfarquhar for Fortrose, and 
Provost Robertson for Tnvemew, concurred. — 
Sir William Oordon-Oumraing of Altyre waa 
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chosen member for the El^n District of 
Bargha. Mr James Loch was re-elected for the 
Northern Burghs. 
Ibid. — There was a sharp contest for the countj 
of Cromarty between the Reform candidate, 
Kr llacleod, yr. of CadboU, and Mr Davidson 
of TuUoch, who stood as an anti-Reformer. 
Hie Totes stood 8 to 7, the majority of one 
being in favour of TuUoch. 

June 1.— On Friday, 27th ult, Mr Charles Grant 
was elected, without opposition, sm member 
for the county of Inverness. Mr Eraser of 
Lovat was in the chair. The member was 
nominated by Mr Grant of Glenmoriston, 
seconded by Chisholm of CSiisholm. Mr Grant 
delivered a long and eloauent speech in favour 
of Reform. He spoke of the sympathy of the 
freeholders of the county with the cause. "He 
could not but be struck with the contrast be- 
twixt the circumstances under which they 
were then met and those presented a few 
months ^fo. At the latter period he was com- 
pelled with lance in rest to descend to the 
■Sniggle ; now he had not to join in the battle, 
but to cdebrate the victory.' At the close of 
the meeting, in the Court-House, the member 
was met outside by a great gathering of people, 
who (rreeted him wiui acclamation. The in- 
corporated trades, wearing their insignia, 
formed a procession with flags flying. A 
subscription had been set a^iroing by a zealous 
friend of the Ministry, for the purpose of pro- 
viding a handsome new chair, in which the 
mem^r was now installed, and carried up the 
Haugh, and down Castle Street and CSiurch 
Street. As Mr Grant was borne along, he was 
saluted at every window with cheering and 
waving of handkerchiefs. When the proces- 
sion reached the house of Mr Edwards, Sheriff- 
Substitute, where Mr Grant was staying, he 
was carried under a triumphal arch, and the 
chair was set down safely on the steps at tht 
door. There the member addressed the 
people, thanking them for the honour, and ap- 
plauding their seal in the cause of reform, 'lie 
drew a sort of parallel between the progress 
of the Reform Bill and his progress in the 
chair through the streets, which excited im- 
mense cheering and laughter. Both, he said, 
had exhibited occasional deviations and declen- 
sions, but still they went forward, borne along 
by a generous and united people." In the 
evening Mr Grant entertained a company of 
150 in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 

Ibid. — The election for the county of Ross took 
place the previous week. There were three 

13 
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candidates, nameh', Mr Ifarkmiie of KileoT» 
Mr Stewaii Mackenzie of Scaforth, and Sr 
Francts Mackenzie of Gairloch. Sir Franda^ 
howtrtr, had been caDed awaj by the death 
of a near reUtive, and vitbdrev mm Uie ooo- 
test. The rote finally stood 28 for Seaiortli 
and 21 for Kilcq^, tbe former beii^ tbai 
elected. An editonal note saTi that the reaa lt 
of the RoM-shire election had occanooed aone 
surprise, aa Seaforth had come prRMured for 
defeat. The fri«nds of Sir Francis l^dnmle, 
howerer, threw their Totes for Seaforth. The 
three candidates were foroorable to Refora, 
so that the contest was more personal than 
politicaL Seaforth, bowcTer, was regarded as 
the leading Reformer. '^nt for the un- 
Inckr abeence of one of Mr Madeod ol 
Cbd6oIl*s Toters, which threw the cooaty 
of Cromarty into the hands of an anti- 
Reformer, we should hare been able to boast 
that eyery county north of the Highland 
border was consecrated to Ref(Hm." In Scot- 
land M supporters of the bill were retomed 
and 21 opponents. 

Ilnd. — ^At a meeting of the Gaelic CSmrch, it was 
resolred to establiflli a Mechanics* InstHvte in 
Inyemess. Mr Charles Grant, M.P., was in 
the chair, and Dr Xicol was the leading 
speaker. 

June 8. — ^The Northern Missionary Society met 
at Inyemess, Rev. Mr Macdonald. Ferrintoah, 
preaching in English, and Rer. Mr Kennedy, 
Redcastle, in GhM&lic. Collection at the gate, 
£44 6e; and with sums receired from other 
sources, die total was £64 8s. 

Jane 22. — ^A contract had been completed for 
paring High Street and Church Street, biTer- 
ness. The centre of the streets was to be 
payed with dreased granite stones, and the 
footways with Caithness flags. *^mmon 
sewers^ with coHateral drains, are also to be 
constmcted in the most efficient manner.** 

Ibid. — Cromarty Bay was, by order in Oonncil, 
appointed one of the quarantine stations for 
ch^ra, which was now beginning to excite 
apprehension. 

Jane 29. — The new Parliament had assembled, 
and the Reform Bill had been bmnght in and 
read a first time. 

Ibid —It is stat^ that Dr A. Bell had reaolyed 
to beittow on Inyeme^. as nT)on Edinbar?h 
and Aberdeen, one-twelfth of a donation of 
£120,000, thre<» per cent. Bank annnnities, for 
the tramones of education. 

Jnly 6.— The condition of the poor in the 
western i«lands was at this time wretched. 
"A more deep and nniyersal distress preyails 
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on that coast than was ever before remembered. 
In fact the whole of the peasantry, with the 
exception of those wiio iiave got cattle and can 
subsist on milk, are in a state of the most 
lamentable want and destitution. Their best 
food consists of shell-fish and a kind of broth 
made of seaweed, nettles, and other wild plants, 
into which is infused a small sprinkling of oat- 
meal. The immediate cause of the present 
famine is the circumhtonce of the poor people 
haying, from necessity, sold their potatoes to 
the natives of the mainland in Gairloch, Kin- 
tail, and Lochalsh ; and thus deprived of their 
main support, and having exhausted their 
little stock of money, they are left literally 
destitute." 

Ibid. — '^Died at Midclova, parish of Kildrummy, 
on the 26tb May last, James Ronald, in the 
hundredth year of his age. He was the only 
person in the district who had a distinct re- 
collection of the years 1745 and 1746, and 
often mentioned having seen Qlenbucket 
marching his re^^iment in spring 1746 past the 
school of Ancbindoir, on their route to the 
fatal battle of OuUoden." 

July 13. — ^The second reading of the Reform Bill 
was carried by a majority of 136, namely, 367 
for and 231 against. 

Ibid. — ^The population of the town of Inverness, 
according to the census taken this year, was 
9663 ; of the parish outside the town, 4661 ; 
total, 14,324. This showed an increase of 
2060 on the population for town and parish in 
1821. 

Ibid. — ^A scheme was advertised for building a 
new bridge across the River Findhom, near 
ForreH, in place of the bridge destroyed by 
the great flood of 1829. llie plan was to 
raise a sum of £4500 by shares or debentures, 
on the security of pontages. The trustees 
were empowered to take this course by Act 
of Parliament. In the present issue subscrip- 
tions to the amount of £4100 are announced. 

July 20. — The Inverness Wool Market was now 
held in the second week in July. The Market 
this year showed a rise of about 4s per head 
on wedders, and from 80 to 100 per cent, on 
wool. Ciieviot wedders fetched from 18s to 
26s ; ewes from 9s to 13s ; lambs from 7s to 
8s ; cross wedders fetched from 178 to 19s 6d ; 
ewes 7s to 9s ; lambs 4s to 6s 9d ; blackfaced 
wedders fetched from 13s to 17s; hogs 98; 
ewes 58 to 78; lambs 58 to 68 6d. Cheviot 
wool 17s to 20s 6d; ditto, unwashed, 16s; 
cross wool 138 6d to 148 6d ; ditto, unwashed, 
12s to 138; blackfaced, per double stone, 15s to 
178. In course of the Market a large meeting 



100 Inverness Courier Index, [1831 

was held to consider the disadvantages created 
by the shutting up of the old drove roads and 
toe exaction of tolls. The to^ls were a burden, 
and the hard turnpike roads caused a disease 
called "trembling" among sheep. Mr SeUar, 
Morvich, proposeid that means uioold be taken 
to promote the export of sheep by steam. 
This met with approbation, but a committee 
was appointed to obtain further information 
and consider the whole subject. It was men- 
tioned that the Marquis of Stafford had 
ordered that no toll should be erected on the 
Sutherland property. 

Ibid. — ^The following advertis»nent may be 
quoted : — "Colonel virant, having found it 
necessary to give a jubilee to the fi^me on the 
Seofield and Grant estates, requests that no 
gentlemen will apply for leave to shoot or 
course on any part of the property, either in 
the Highlands or Lowlands, during the present 
season, as it must be refused. All former per- 
missions are heretnr withdrawn." 

Julv 27. — About £5000 has been subscribed in 
snares for the new Findhom Bridge, ''of which 
sum the ladies of Forres and its neighbourhood 
have advanced nearly £1000, or one-fifth." 

August 3. — ^The Reform Bill made slow progress 
in Committee, as the following sentences show : 
''The Reform Bill proceeds at a snail-like pace. 
It literally 'drags at each remove a lengthening 
chain.' Schedule A was bad enough, bjat S 
appears to ibave been fully as hatd to digest. 
By dint of close application and late hours, 
however, something has been done beyond the 
everlasting talk of Sir Charles Wetherell and 
his small phalanx." 

Ibid. — ^A few days previously, as Mr James Mac- 
pherson, fanner at Calder Bracklich, on Lord 
Cawdor's property, was digging a new dnun, 
he fo<und a bronze axe abouto inches long. On 
the centre of the weapon was the figure of a 
heart. The relic came into the possession of 
Captain Shaw, Culblair. A. fine spear of the 
same metal was found some time before on the 
propertv of Mr QoUan of Gk>llanfield. 

August 10.— "An unusual number of strangers 
and tourists have, within the last eight or ten 
days, passed through Inverness, and are at 

{)re8ent exploring tne scenery of the High- 
ands." One of the visitors was supposed to 
be the Duchess d*Angouleme, travelhng incog- 
nito. 
Ibid. — An old man named John Macpherson, 
living at Grulla, in the Isle of Skye, was said 
to have reached the age of 106 years. His 
faculties were active, his memorv unimpaired. 
"He remembers Prince Charles Stewart after 
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the battle of Culloden disguised as a female, 
and goiDff under the name of Morag, in com- 
pany wiUi Flora Macdonald." 

Au^st 24. -^"At Regent Street, London, on the 
10th inst., Sir Hugh lunes of Lochalsh and 
Ck)xton, Bart., M.P. for the county of Suther- 
land, in his sixty-eighth year." No memoir 
of the Baronet is given. 

Ibid. — ^The Marchioness of Stafford undertook a 
Xoxa tlirougb the most northerly part of her 
possessions, extending to Cape Wrath. ''The 
whole of this remote district, known under the 
appellation of liord Reay*s Country,* hajs been 
opened up by means of roads and oridgeA just 
completed, and the Marchioness is the first of 
her noble family to trayerse this new and yast 
addition to the territorial dominions of the 
bouse of Stafford." 

August 31. — ^A correspondent giyes an account 
of the new road made from Assynt to Durness 
in Sutherland. The tract is specially rough 
and ruffged, yet by skilful embanking, blast- 
ing, and curvature, there was secured '*what in 
the irregular parish of Eddrachilis is a strange 
anomaly — one of the most uniformly level 
roads in the North of Scotland." The rood 
remains to the present time to testify to the 
truth of this description. 

Ibid. — ^The Rev. Mr Kennedy of Keith came to 
Inverness to lectare in favour of temperance 
societies. He held two meetings, and at the 
close a temperance society was formed. The 
Rev. Mr Scott of the Secession Church and the 
Rev. Mr Kennedy of the Independent Church 
headed the list of members. 

September 7. — ^"On digging for the formation of 
the new sewers and street pavements of Inver- 
ness, there was found this day in Church Street, 
almost seven feet below the surface, a very 
fine deer's horn, in excellent preservation." 

September 14. — "As an appropriate prelude to 
the Coronation, the Reiorm Bill passed the 
Committee on Tuesday, the 6th inst. C^aoM 
sixty and last was announced amid load cheer- 
ing, Col<)pel Sibthorp alone standing up to 
reiterate his opposition to the measure." The 
Coronation took place on the 8th. It was cele- 
brated with illuminations and dinners in the 
Northern towns. The Marchioness of Stafford 
gave a Coronation Ball at Colspie. 

September 2S2.— The issue of the '^Courier" was 
postponed for a day, in order to provide a 
report of the show of the Highland Society, 
which was held at Inverness for the first time 
on the 21st. The exhibition of live stock was 
held in the Academy Park, the hall of the In- 
stitution being used for seeds and plants. A 



102 Inverness Cautier Index. [1831 

dinner attended by three hundred personB was 
held in the Northern Meetins Koom»— Sir 
Francis Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, G6n- 
vener of Committee, in the chair. Pnncipal 
Baird, the chaplain of the Society, was present, 
and was one of the speakers. 

Ibid. — ^At the election of Magistrates for the 
bnrgh of Inyemess, Mr John Ross, banker, 
was chosen Provost. On the 14th inst. Mr 
Macleod, yr. of OadboU, waa elected member 
for the county of Sutherland in succession to 
Sir Hugh Innes, deoeaaed. 

Ibid. — ^'"uiree srentlemen, Sir Thomas Dick 
Lauder, Mr Qiaries Ross, advocate, and ^tr 
Gibson Craig, jun., have been for the last two 
or three weeks engaged in fizinff the limits of 
the several burghs in the North with a view 
to the retrulation of the elective franchise under 
the Reform Bill. The above Commissioners, 
we understand, have been as far North as Eark- 
wall, in Orkney ; and have been accompanied 
and assisted by Mr Niel Maclean, engineer, In- 
verness." 

Ibid.— '*The Highland costume was worn by 
several members of the House of Commons at 
the Coronation, amongst whom were Sir 
William Cumminff, Bart. ; his brother, Mr 
Cttmming-Bruce ; Mr Duncan Davidson, M.P. 
for the county of Cromarty ; and Mr Campbell, 
M.P. for Argyllshire." 

September 28.— In this issue Mr Camithers inti- 
mates that the copyright of the "Courier" and 
the printing business attached to it had be- 
come bin property. In askine for continued 
support from the public, he acknowledges with 
pnoe and gratification the encouragement which 
ne had received during the previous three 
years. In view of the political chanses that 
were going on, he laid stress on the old adage 
that '^measures, not men, should be the stan- 
dard of our judgment." At the same time he 
pointed out that the chief merit of a provin- 
cial newspaper must always consist in fidelity 
and attention to local interests and occurrences. 
'Tor neglect on this head no other species of 
literary exertion can atone. Hence we wish 
to render our Paper not only a useful weekly 
miscellany of general intellisence. but a full 
and faithful register of the Highlands — advo- 
cating the interests, supportinff the rights, and 
chromclinff the news of tne Hignland counties." 

Ibid.— On the same date there is the report of 
the trial of Hugh MaclcK>d for the murder of 
a pedlar, named Murdoch Grant, in the parish 
of Assynt on 19th March 1830. Tfie prisoner 
was only in his twenty-second year, and had 
a fair measure of education. For a time he 
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had officiated as a schoolnuuiter. The pedlar 
carried a pack and money, which ia said m the 
indictment to have amounted to £30 in bank 
notes and £6 in silver. He was killed with a 
blow from a hammer, and his body thrown 
into a loch. The body was not found until 
about fix weeks alterwarcEBi Suspicion fell 
on Macleod because his conduct had been odd 
at the time of the finding of the body, and be- 
cause he had been spending money freely, 
although previously he was Imown to be poor 
and in debt. He was apprehended in May 
1850, and from one cause or another lay in 
priM)n until September 1831, when he was 
finally brought to trial. There were two 
judges on the Circuit, Lord Moncrieff and Lord 
Medwyn. Mr Neaves was counsel for the 
prisoner. After a trial, whidi is reported at 
considerable length, Macleod was convicted, 
and sentenced to be executed on 24th October. 
He maintained a bold and callous demeanour 
until after his conviction, but next morning he 
broke down, and confessed the crime in nresence 
of the Sheriff of Sutherland and Rev. Mr Clark, 
Inverness. He declared that no one partici- 
pated in the murder, or had any knowledge of 
it, except himself. 
Ibid. — ^In connection with the caae there was a 
drecun which stiU figures in tradition. It may 
be ffiven here as it came out in the man's own 
evidence. '^Kenneth Fraser, the Dreamer, was 
in the employ of John Macleod. tailor in Clach- 
toil, in the spring of 1830. Had some drink 
with the prisoner on 5th April, and saw with 
him £1 lis in mone*- and a red pocket-book; 
prisoner said he got the money from Loch- 
broom, where he was a schoolmaster, but told 
witness to say nothing about it. They went 
about drinking for a day mt two, prisoner pay- 
ing all. Witness was at the looh searching for 
the pack this year. It was in April when a 
messenger came for him to search for it. It 
had b^n said that witness hadi seen in a 
dream where the pack was lying. He said to 
himself at Hugh Graham's, in Lynemore, and 
it was true. ^ wss at home when I had the 
dream in the month of February. It was said 
to me in my sleep, b^r a voice like a man's, that 
the pack was lying in such a place. I got a 
sight of the place just as if I had been awake ; 
I never saw the place before. TTie voice said 
in Gaelic, "The pack of the merchant is lying 
in a cairn of stones in a hole near their house.' 
The voice did not name the Macleods, but wit- 
ness got a sight of the ground, fronting the 
south, with the sun shining on it, and a bum 
running beneath Macleod's house. *1 took 
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the officer to the place I had got a sight of. 
It was on the south-west side of Loch-tor-na- 
eigiu. We found nothing there. We went to 
search on the south Me of the bum. I had 
not seen this place in m^ dream. It was not 
far from the place seen in my dream that the 
things were found. Tlieore were five silk hand- 
kerchiefs lying in a hole.'* The dream may 
be accepted as genuine, but the explanation is 
probably simple enough. It will be obaerred 
that Macleod and Fraaer went abou't drinking 
together about a fortnight after the murder. 
Blacleod in his cup« may have spoken and 
shown more than he intended. His companion 
did not take in the meaning at the time, but 
months afterwards it sprang to his memory 
in the form of a dream. 

Ibid. — "The Northern Meeting, held last week, 
was well attended, but there was no race, as 
the patrons of the turf in the North are at 
present mostly absent pursuing their Parlia- 
mentary duties. Nearly all the principal 
families of the North, however, were present 
at the ball on Thursday night, and dancing was 
kept up with much spirit. 

Octooer 5. — ^Referring to the Scottish Reform 
Bill, the editor says: — "Our burgh member, 
Mr Cumming-Bruce, lias ^ven notice of his 
intention to move in Committee that Inverness 
shall have a representative to itself. Mr 
Bruce has also given notice of his intention 
to move for the continuance of the present 
mode of determining the election by a majority 
of the burghs in favour of the candidate, and 
not by a majority of the voters on the whole, 
taken collectively, so that Fortrose with half- 
a-dozen voters will rank as high as Inverness 
with three hundred. Neither of the hon. mem- 
b^*s propositions appears to have excited the 
least interest here ; the second, indeed, is re- 
pugnant to the whole spirit of the bill, and 
both, we conjecture, will fall still-born npon 
the House and the public." 

Il>id.— On Thursday, the 16th iilt., the Rev. 
James Qibson was ordained and admitted mini- 
ster of the parish of Avoch. 

October 12.— After a debate of five days the 
House of Lords, on the 8th inst., threw out 
the Reform Bill on the second reading by a 
majority of 41. The vote stood — ^In favour of 
the bill, 158 ; against, 199. The vote was re- 
ceived with anger and consternation. **The 
peace of thS country is obviously bound up 
with the continuance of the present Ministry. 
II they resign and the opponents of the bill 
take their place, we shall m twenty-four hours 
have a national convulsion." The people were 
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oonnaelled to obsenre the law, but to send up 
addresses to the Kin^. 

October 19. — ^A subscription was goine on for 
erecting a suspension bridge oyer l£e River 
Ness at the upper island, to connect the walks 
on both sid<« of the island. — The office of 
Sheriff Clerk of the county, long vacant, was 
filled up hj the appointment of Patrick Grant, 
W.S. 

Ibid. — A resolution of the Commons, expressing 
confidence in the Government, and pledging 
the House to support the Reform Bill, was 
carried by a majority of 131. The King also 
stood by his Ministers, and there was to be 
no dissolution. The public mind was accord- 
ingly becoming calmer. Numerous public 
meetings, however, were held throughout the 
country to protest against the action of the 
House of Lords. 

October 26.— On the previous Monday Hugh 
Macleod was executed for the Assvnt murder. 
The scaffold was erected on 'that part of 
beach called the Longman," near Inverness. 
The Magistrates offerra to convey him in a 
cart, but he prefeired to walk. Macleod was 
led from the prison at half-past one o'clock. 
''He was habited in a long black cloak or gown, 
made for the occasion, and had on a white 
night-cap, with the halter round his neck, 
carried behind by the han^^man. He was ac- 
companied, by his own desire, on his rigfxt by 
the Rev. Mt CUu-k and Mr £. Davidson, 
schoolmaster ; and on his left by the Rev. Mr 
Kennedy and Mr Mackenzie, shoemaker.'* 
The Magistrates, constables, and Inverness- 
shire Militia, formed part of the procession. 
The day was wet and boisterous. Macleod 
made a full confession, and addressed the multi- 
tude in Gaelic from the scaffold. A gathering 
of from 7000 to 8000 persons witnessed the 
execution. In the evening a sermon was 
preached on the subject by the Rev. Mr Clark. 
Macleod is described as a man of about five 
feet eleven inches in height, of a thin but 
active and muscular frame. There was no- 
thing in his genend appearance or deportment 
to indicate a criminal disposition. 

Ibid.— ''Died, at the Manse of Tain, on the 3rd 
inst., the Rev. Dr Angus Mackintosh, minister 
of Tain, in the 68th year of his age and 30th 
of his ministry." 

November 9.— Cholera had appeared in Sunder- 
land, and orders were received at the Inverness 
Cbstom-House to place all vesseLi arriving 
from that port under quarantine. A meeting 
of Magistrates, clergy, and medical gentlemen 
was held, and a local Board of Health was 
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conBtituted. The town was divided into ten 
districtB, with a' oommittee for each. The 
Magistrates reeolyed to issue a nrodamation 
urging the necessity of removing ali collections 
of manure and pi^yes. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Wilderspin, who advocated a system 
of infant education, had recently visited the 
town, and a society waa now formed for the 
establishment of an infant school The object 
of the society was **the training of cbil&en 
from the age of 18 months to seven years on 
the plan of Mr Wilderspin's infant system." 

Ibid.— There is a full account of the riots at 
Bristol, occasioned by the vint of Sir Charles 
Weth^rell, one of the strongest opponents of 
Reform. 

November 16. — A general meeting of freeholdBrs, 
Commissioners 3i Supply, and heritors of the 
County of Inverness, met and voted an address 
to the King in support of the Qovemment. 
They also expressed their abhorrence of recent 
outrages. Mr Eraser of Lovwt was in the 
chair. 

December 14. — ^Parliament waa opened on the 
6th instw by his Majesty in person. The Royal 
Speech recommended careful c<msideration to 
measures of Reform, and spoke of the pressing 
importance of a speedy and satisfactory settle- 
ment of the qustion. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of Inverness Town Council, 
it was resolved to contribute the sum of £1600 
in aid of the new gaol and other buildings to 
be erected on the (^tlehill. 

December 21. — The Reform Bi)l had been again 
introduced into the Commons, and was under 
discussion on the second reading when the 
paper went to press. The majority for Ifini- 
sters, as given in the next issue, was 162. The 
bill was substantially the same as the former 
measure. 

Ibid. — ^"Some transfers of property have within 
the last eight or ten days taken place in the 
North. The Right Hon. Charles Grant. M.P., 
has sold the estate of Watemish, in Skye, to 
Major Allan Macdonald, for about £l]6,000. 
The estate of Dochgarroch, in this neighbour- 
hood, has been purchased by Mr Baillie of 
Dochfour for £10,000, and we believe the 
estate of Corriemony has been transfemd to 
Colonel Pearce for £13,500. We may add 
that the whole of these properties are con- 
sidered well sold." 

December 28. — ^The Northern Institution opened 
its winter session on the 23rd inst. Among the 
gifts presented to it were the foUowing:— An 
old mgbland broadsword, found near the site 
of the hut in Torvuilt of Loohi^lMr, where 
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Prince Charles Edward was concealed in 
1746 by the dunes family, and suppoeed to 
have belonged to one of the party — ^from 
Colonel Cameron, Clunea. An oriffinal peti- 
tion to the House of Lords, of the burgesses, 
heritors, and trades of Inverness, for a reform 
in 4he burgh, with their signatures annexed; 
no date, mit about forty years old — ^from Mr 
D. Mactayirii, solicitor, Inverness. 



108 Inverness Courier Index, [193/2 



No. vni. 

Tho year 1832 saw the final passing of tha 
Reform Bill, which ga^e the Parliamentary 
franchise to the ten-pound honseholders in 
towns, and to lease-holders paying fifty 
pounds rent in counties. The bill (whidi was 
the third introduced by Earl Grey*s Govern- 
ment) had been read a second time in the 
House of Commons on 18th December 1831. 
Parliament reassembled on the 17th of Janu- 
ary, and the bill rapidly passed through the 
Lower House. The questicm again was what 
would happen in the Lords. Early in April 
the second reading was cai'ried in the Upper 
, House, but only by the small majority of 9 ; 
and when the House met on the 7th of May, 
after the Easter Becess, an amendment as 
to the order of procedure was carried against 
the Government. Nothing remained for 
Earl Grey and his colleagues except to resign, 
or to obtain the consult of tho King to a 
creation of new peers. The King acc^ted 
tho resignation of Ministers. The Duke of 
WeUington attempted to form an Administra- 
tion, but failed; and Earl Grey then re- 
turned to office, with authority to create as 
many peers as might be necessary to secure 
the passing of the bill. The Opposition, 
however, now recognising the inevitable, 
allow tho measure to go promptly through 
the (Committee stage, and on the 4th of June 
1832, tho bill was read a third time in the 
House of Lords, 106 peers voting for it, and 
only 22 against it. This was the £WUsh bill. 
The Scottish and Irish bills had aEerwards 
to be carried through, but the main measure 
having been passed, the othei*s excited little 
oontroverBy. 

In the second half of 1832, there was a 
mcmorablo visitation of cholera along the 
northern seaboard. Its ravages were speci- 
ally fatal in the villages oi Easter Boss, and 
only a degree less severe in the town of In- 
verness. Political ezcitem^it continued at 
the same time, and the first G^eral Election 
under the Berorm Act came off towards the 
close of the year. 
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From the ^^ Inverness Courier.^ 
1832. 

January 4. — ^The dreaded cholera had now ap- 
peared at Haddington, in Scotland. Pow«n 
had been ^nted to Boards of Health by royal 
proclamation, and the Inverness Board re- 
solved to apply for a commission. A fund of 
£100 had been collected. Returns of poor in 
the town reported 500 in destitute drcnm- 
stances, and a much larger number requiring 
occasional akk 

Ibid. — "A splendid fete was given on Tuesday 
last at TuUoch Castle, Roes-shire, by Duncan 
Davidson, Esq., M.P., to a numeroue party of 
friends. About sixty ladies and geotlemen 
were present. Dancing commenced at ten 
o'clock, an elegant supper was served up about 
one, BM the festivities were continued for 
several hours afterwards.'* 

Ibid. — ^The condition of the operative classes in 
Perth is reported as deplorable. "The number 
of the unemployed is daily increasing; and in 
Dunning, Auchterarder, and other manufactur- 
ing places in the county, there are, we are 
assured, not a few weavers in want of work.'* 

January 11. — ^A public meeting was held under 
the auspices of the Inverness Board of Health 
to consider reports on toe condition ol the poor 
and the state of their dwellings. No less than 
840 persons were represented as bein^ in a state 
of great poverty, of whom 140 resided in the 
Green of Muirtown. The reports stated that 
the practice of keeping offensive manure in the 
close neighbourhood of dwellings was almost 
universal among the poor; that in some dis- 
tricta pigs were as numerous as dunffhiUs, and 
a greater nuisance; that slaughter-nouses ex- 
isted in almost every quarter of the town; 
that numbers of the poor people lay on straw, 
which was too seldom removed; and that in 
many of the houses of the poor the windows 
did not admit of being opened, having neither 
sashes nor hinges. It was resolved to raise a 
public subscription to provide means for 
manure stances, for lime-washinff and medi« 
cine, for food, clothing, straw for bedding, 
flannel belts, and a soup kitchen ; and also, if 
necessary, for securing a cholera hospital. 

Ibid. — ^It 18 stated that as a precaution against 
cholera every cottage in the county of Suther- 
land had been visited by district committees; 
that the wants of the poor inmates, both in 
clothing and food, had been liberally supplied ; 
that the dunghills had been removed at least 
thirty yards from each house, and every 
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dwelling inside and oat had been thoroughly 
deaned and whiteirashed. 

Ibid. — ^There is haB-arcolnmn of notes on natural 
history from Oomarty, evidently writt^i by 
Hngh Miller. They are marked by carehU 
observation and power of description. 

Ibid. — ^The Excise doty on candles of one penny 
per pound ceased on Saturday week. 

January 18.— A cattle show was held at I>un- 
▼egan, Skye, on the 5th inst., in connection 
with a fanning society in the ICadeod 
country. The show of cattle numbered about 
100. 

Ibid. — ^'Died, at Forres House, on the Ist inst., 
Lady Gordon-Gumming, widow of the late Sir 
A. F. Qordon-Cummiiy, Bart. — On the 21st 
ult, at Inyemees, Mrs Young, mother of 
M<ardo Young, Esq., editor of the 'Sun' London 
newspaper." A tribute to the memory of 
Lady Gordon-Gumming appears on the 25th 
inst. 

Ibid.— The commission for the trial oi the Bristol 
rioters had terminated. 'Tive have been con- 
demned to death, and a sreat number sen- 
tenced to transportation. The riots originated, 
perhaps, in political animosity; but it ie 
proved oeyond all doubt that tney were pro- 
tracted solely from a desire for plunder.** 

January 25. — Parliament resumed its delibera- 
tions on Tuesday, the 17th inst. Mr Groker 
is described as the most active leader of the 
Opposition in the House of Gommons. Great 
interest was taken in the question whether the 
King would create peers to pass the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords. 

February 8. — Gholera was spreading in the 
Southern Gounties of Scotland, and creating 
much alarm. A special meeting of Gommis- 
sioners of Supply appointed a Board of Health 
for the county of Inverness, placing at its dis- 
posal a sum of £300, or an assessment of Id 
per pound Soots on the valued rent. The pro- 
posed bill for erecting a gaol and Gourt-house 
was discussed, and it was resolved to send up 
the draft of the bill to a London lawyer. The 
bill proposed to assess land in the county in 
two>thiras of the expense, and property in the 
burgh in one-third. This caused dissatisfac- 
tion in the bur^^h. The estimated cost of the 
builddngs was £22,000. 

February 15. — ^A public meeting was called in 
bivemess to consider the Gaol Bill, but a letter 
was read from Mr Fraser-Tytler stating that 
the finuicial proposals had been postponed for 
the purpose of adjusting tliem in conference 
with the Magistrates and community of Inver- 
ness. A committee of burgb heritors was ac- 
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cordingly appointed to meet a county com- 
mittee. 

Ibid.~-At the meeting of the Northern Ingtitu- 
tion, there was presented from the Rev. George 
Gordon, Elgin, a specimen of a f^ant then new 
to British flora, discovered h^ him near Rose- 
haagh. It was the 'Tinffuictda Alpina" of 
Linnaeus. The Secretary ano presented speci- 
mens of bitumen found in the neighbourhood 
of Dingwall. 

Ibid.— The Government, by Royal Proclama- 
tion, appointed Thursday, 22nd March, as a 
General Fast in Scotland on account of the 
threi^ened sp|[p&d of cholera. 

February 22.— ^The cholera plague had broken out 
in London. T^rouffhout l& Northern Coun- 
ties Boards of Health were now established 
in the towns and many of the parishes. An 
umvual number of ya^^^anta axid beggars ap- 
peared to be in the Highlands, giving rise to 
uneasiness lest tbev should carry infection. 
The Magistrates and Sheriff of Inverness issued 
a proclamation ''by tuck of drum" and adver- 
tisement, prohibiting any of the inhabitants 
from harb(Hiring vagrants, and instructing con- 
stables to prevent them from entering the 
town. 

March 7. — ^The foundation-stone of the Suspen- 
sion Bridge over the Findhom was laid on the 
previous Thursday with Masonic ceremonial. 
The Inethren of three Mason Lodges took part, 
those of St Lawrenoe and St John's from 
Forres, and those of St John's from Dyke. 
The school children formed part of the pro- 
cession. The foundation-stone was laid by 
Brodie of Brodie, Provinciid Grand Master. 
From four to five thousand p^sons witnessed 
the ceremony. 

March 28. — ^The Reform Bill had now passed the 
Commons. Mr Macaulay distinguished him- 
self in all the debates on the biU, and spoke 
with his accustomed brilliancy on the third 
reading. "Mr Oroker," we are told, 'Vho 
follows Macaulay as his shade, attacked the bill 
in a clever and bitter speecL" The bill was 
now before the Lords for the second time. 

Ibid.— '"Died, at Antigonish, Mrs Ann Chisholm, 
aged 98 years, a native of Strathglass, North 
Britain, leaving 112 gntnd and great-grand- 
children, of whom 1(3 are of the name of 
Chisholm, all living." 

Ibid. — ^The following parairraph is quoted from 
the "Elg^n Courier" : — ^"The mania for emigra- 
tion rages just now in this country to an un- 
heard of extent. We believe more people have 
Quitted, or intend quitting, Elginshire for 
Lmerica this spring tnan during the last ten 



112 Imvernest Gmrier Index, {1932 

jtan. From the nnall TiOige of BoUm* alone, 
DO fewer than nzteeo intend tailinff , TCfy aoon, 
in the nme ittl for the w Mtuu hemisphere." 

April XL — lime were now thiee ateamen in the 
Qlaagow trade plying on the Caledonian OaoaL 
The 'Olighkad ChiStain'' passed through the 
Oanal to Ghnnariy and Inreigordon. Some 
amosemeoi was caosed bj the fact that the 
earner between Inremess and 'Dun took ad- 
vantage of the steamer on her first trip. ''Man, 
horse, cart, and goods, were shipped at If oir- 
town Lock, and the Tain canier was dolj 
steamed to InTergordbn.*' 

April 18. — The second reading of the Reform Bill 
was carried in the House of Lords hj a majority 
of nine. The result was waited thnmg^ont 
the o ountr f with great interest and anxietj. 
The news wae first brought to Inverness 1^ 
the guard of the Defiance Ooach from Aber- 
deen, whidi arrived about an hour before the 
mail When the latter came, confirming the 
int^genoe, "cheers both loud and long were 
raised." 

Ibid. — -A school competition was held at King- 
ussie for prizes given by the Celtic Society for 
promoting education in Badenodi. There wne 
72 competitors drawn from six schools in the 
parishes of Kingussie, Inch, and Alvie. These 
schools were attended during the winter bv 450 
pupils. The competing contingents marched 
with pipero at their head, two of the school- 
masters and a considerable number of the com- 
petitors appearing in the Hig^iland dress. The 
attendance of the public was so large that the 
proceedings Bad to be adjourned to the church. 
Mr Macpherson of Belleville was in the chair. 
The examination was 'conducted bv the clergy- 
men of the three parishes, but the prizes, 32 
in number, were awarded by the votes of the 
gentlemen present. Previous to the examina- 
tion, the meeting determined an honorary 
prize, to be given to the Highlander who had 
been in the habit most constantly of wearing 
the Higfbland dress of home-made tartan. The 
priae went to Robert Shaw, in the parish of 
Inch, aged 87 years. 

Aprfl 25. — Hie editor makes some fun of the 
managers of the "Sun'* and the "Tne Sun" 
newspapers, who had made superhuman e£Forts 
to carry, as far as Edinbur^. the news of the 
second reading of the Reform Bill in the House 
of Lords. 'The henchmen of old, careerina: 
among our Highland vassals, with their 
gatherinsr svmbol, the Fierv CVoes, were no- 
thine to these ambassadors of the press, driving 
four-in-hand, with ribands flying and rosettes 
in their hats, to the tune of fifteen mllep an 
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hour. What a contnust to the slow spread of 
intelligence in the days of our fathers 1 . . . 
Now every large town has its newspaper and 
every village its newspaper club; and such is 
the rabidity of our mails, and the excellence 
and uniTenudity of our roads, that the London 
jonmaLi of Monday evening— exclusive of all 
ezpreBsee--are read on the following Friday 
among the wilds of the Hebrides ai3 at the 
Ultima Tbule of J<^n o' Groats." 

Ibid. — An immense school of whales appeared off 
the coast of Lewis, near Stomoway. They were 
driven ashore bv a troop of boato whidi put 
out from the harbour. Ninety-eight whales, 
some of them very large, were killed and sold 
by public roup. 

liay 2. — At a meeting of Inyemess-shire Com- 
missioners of Supply, Mr Patrick Grant was 
appointed County Cleik. The unsuccessful 
candidate was Mr Alexander Shepperd, and the 
vote stood 22 to 17. 

May 9. — 'OiiB numbor contains a sketch of the 
boundaries of the Burghs in the Northern Coun- 
ties as fixed by the Scots Reform Bill. It also 
states that two cases of cholera had occurred in 
the garrison at Fort-George. 

Ibid.-^e Rev. D. Mackintosh Mackay, late of 
Lagjnin, was inducted as minister of Dunoon 
on Thursday, 19tih ult. 

Ibid — ^The Inverness Gaol Bill had now assumed 
a new complexion. A formal separation took 
place between the burgh and county. 'It is 
now agreed that the county ifball erect a Oourt- 
House and public offices at their own expense 
—the Ma^strates of the burgh haviliff no con- 
nection with them, and the Question of erecting 
a new gaol or retaining the present one remain- 
ing entirely with the bui^h. The county 
buildings wih be constructed on an approved 
principle, after the design of Mr Bum, archi- 
tect, and will, it is calculated, cost about 
£8000.*' Several of the county heritors pro- 
tested against the scheme, but the bill was ap- 
proved by a majority, and transmitted to the 
Loi^on solicitors. 

May 16.— The news that Earl Grey's Ministry 
had resigned created consternation in the 
country. On an amendment to the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords, they had been 
beaten by a majority of 35. A creation of 
peers or the resignation of Ministers then be- 
came inevitable. The King refused to create 
peers, and Ministers resif^ed. The I>uke of 
Wellington was summoned to form a new ad- 
ministnition. 

May 23.— After various attempts io form an 
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reMion then piooeeded to the Aeademy Pttk." 
The iratheriog waa eatimated aa mimbariog 
from 8000 to 10,000. On the hnatinga were 
Harkintoah. jr. of Harkintonh, Fraaer of Obl- 
bokie. Fraaer of Abertarff. Fraaer of Balnam, 
and prominent dtiaena. Mr John Ifadcenm, 
banker, waa called to the chair. The report of 
the apcechea mna to orer four cohimna. 

Hay 30.— It is stated that moat of the anti- 
Reform peera had abeented themaelTea from the 
Hoiiae of Lords, and that the Reform Bill waa 
making rapid progreaa in Committee. 

June 6.— <*The English Reform Bill ia now 
throiif^ti the Committee, and waa to be read a 
tliird time on HomViT laat. On Tneedaj it waa 
expected that the few rerbal amendmenta pro- 
poned hr tlie Lords would be adopted bj the 
CVimmoiia. and that on Wedneadaj (thia dar) 
the bill would receive the royal aaaeni.** a 
waa calculated th:it in ten days or a fortnight 
the ScotJ* and Irish bills would also have paned 
thronsh Parliament. 

Ibid. — There is an interesting memoir, more than 
two columns in length, of Sir Jamea IfacUn- 
to«h, who died on (he 30th Haj in the aizlj- 
•ovrnth roar of hi* age. It is stated that ia 
bin upocchos in the Houee of Gommons Sir 
Jiim<<iii was of the old school of rhetorictaiia. 
"He appealed to first nrinciplea, waa o n ed high 
of the HernAl lawn of tmtli and jnstioe, and 
<^forc«vl his argnments in elaborate dtction, and 
by repeat e«l and various ouotation. It warn 
our fortune to hear him onW ono^^ming the 
f>tormy period of the trial ct Queen Ckroline— 
and h*is apeech struck us aa being exactly like 
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a wdl delivered essay of the Edinburgh Reyiew. 
His maimer was inelegant, but earnest and 
imposing, and his appearance commanded uni- 
versal respect and attention.** 

June 13.— The Englidk Reform Bill had at length 
passed the House of Lords and become law. 
The Scottish Bill was now passing through 
Parliament wi& but little opposition. "Major 
Gumming Bruce and a few others set up a 
claim for compensation to the proprietors of 
superiorities, for the loss they would sustain 
through the bill, but did not press the point to 
a division. We cannot see the ^ghtest founda- 
tion in justice or equity for such a compensa- 
tion. ^Aie proprietors of superiorities will not 
be denuded of their franchise, and undoubtedly 
the owners of boroushs in Schedule A of the 
Englirfi bill possessed a betler right to be in- 
demnified for their loss than our Scottish pro- 
prietors of paper votes. The inequality in 
the value of superiorities would also render 
compensation no ea^ task. In some counties 
the qualification sola for £100, and in others 
(as in Inverness) for £1000 or £1200. At what 
rate then was compensation to be given? The 
absui^dity a« well as cupidity of thie unpatriotic 
objection prevented tne House, as we have 
stated, from coming to a division on the sub- 
ject." 

Ibid.— Sir William Grant, late Master of the 
Rolls, died on Friday, 25th May, at Dawlish, 
in Devon. 

Ibid. — The anniversary meeting of the Northern 
Missionary Society was held a^ Dingwall. Sub- 
scriptions and donations amounted to £47. A 
meting of the same Societv wa« held at In- 
verness : subscriptions and <ionations, £66 4b. 

June 27. — ^There aro many rumours as to candi- 
dates who are to come forward at ihe election 
to take place after the completion of the Re- 
form Scheme for the three kingdoms. Major 
Gumming Bruce had already ailnounced nis 
intention to seek the suffrages of the new 
electors in the Inverness District of Burghs. 
He declared that though he had opposed the 
Government Bill he was not an anti-Reformer, 
and referr^ to his speeches in proof of the 
statement. Mr Gharles Grant had an invita- 
tion to stand for Liverpool, but determined to 
stick to the county of Inverness, though he 
Imew he would meet with active opposition. 
His brother, Mr Robert Grant, had been asked 
to stand for several constituencies, including 
the Inverness Burghs, but resolved to remain 
with Norwich. 

July 4. — ^The cholera was on the increase in Eng- 
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luad, and bod also a. strong hold ol Ediuburgb, 
Olugow, and Perth. Several cMei bid now 
appeared on board a RereDue cmwer at Cro- 

Julj 4 and 11.— Both Junes are filled with elee- 
tiou news. Charles Grant itnd Hacleod of 
Madeod were again in the Geld for the repre- 
Hentiition ol the coDntj of iDvernoMt ThreB 
candidates were caaTasging the burghe, namely, 
Major Cumming Bruce, Ur John Stewart of 
Belladrum, and Colonel Baillie of heje. Mr 
tjtewart \raa the Reform candidate, and Mr 
John Maekensie, baaker, -waa Cbnimum of the 
Election Committee. 



the I2th there was s great Reform featival, 
consisting of a procesiioD and dinner. The 
Nairn Komon turned out to the number of 
160, a party of twenty in holidny garb draw- 
ing a yawl, which bore the K«furm Bill, 
clowned by a large broom, spliced at the mast- 
head. The " broom " was in honour of Lord 
Brougliam. There were twentj-one Sags in 
the proceesiou, each bearing an appropriate 
motto. 
Ibid.— The Sheep and Wool Fair was held the 
previous week. In the piice of sheep there 
was an advance of from fifteen to twenty per 
cent., which was partly attributed to the ad- 



vancing prosperity of tlie country, and partly 
^ .1. ._ ^ .._.._i:._ sheep in Eng' 

before. The number of sheep in England was 



t mortality among sheep in Eng' 
, which had occurred abou' — 



calcnlated at 25 miUione, and no fewer than 
six millionM were carried off by rot in 1830. 
There was a fall in the price of woid, but the 
deSciencj in value was partly supplied by the 
excellence and abundance of the clip. The 
toll dues on stieep and cattle were again a 
mutter of complaint, iuid the committee on the 
subject was reappointed. There was a talk 
about promating a drove road, and more rest- 
ing places for sheep were mid to be required. 

AugUBt I. — The following corions announcement 
appears ; — "We cannot forward a copy ol the 
Reform Ad to om* correspondent in Skye for 
some weeks, till a carrier leaves Inverness." 

Ibid. — It ie anaounced that cholera llnd broken 
out in the village of Helmsdale, in Sulhorland. 
The herring- fishing was going nn, and the 
disease was brought hy a hoat from Preston- 
pans, in the Firth of Forth. 

August 8. — "Dentil, which has lately been so 
busy in high placee, has added another titled 
victim to its list— the young Duke de Heioh- 
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■tadt. auu al Si.pijieim, died on tlie SSitd ult. 
The direct line of Nspoleon ii thus termi- 

Ibid. — Choleiu woa dow spreadiaif throughout 
the Northern Oouutiss. It hud appeared at 
Gobpie, Portmahomack, Hilton ot Cadboll, 
Dingwull, and Maryhurgh. The autbreok at 
HelmsdaJe wns »evEre. In tubaequent imuet 
there are reports of its raTagea there and in the 
Tillages ol Sutherland and Easier IIom. 
Aiugubt 22. — On the previous day there waa a 
great procciuiion of trades in Inremen to cele- 
brate the psMing of the Reform Bill. Flaga 
and hannen were Dunierous, and there were 
triumphal arehes in High Street and Bridge 
Street. In the afternoon 3S0 gentlemen dined 
in the Northern Meeting Roooit— Hr Hadien- 
Kie, banker, in the chair. 
Auguat 29. — The cholera bud at hM, entered In- 
vemeiB, and within Eve dajs there were 17 
deoths. One caae was that of 8kene Uorti- 
aoD. the Kuard o( the north mail. "He was 
seined on nia road from Tain, when within a 
few milea of Inverness, but kept his seat till 
the coach arrived here, » little before nine 
o'clock in the evening, when, after delivering 
the mail bags, he staggered home and expired 
in about four hour*. The Board of Tlealth 
was sitting, and the medical men of the town 
attended. 
Ibid. — The pMsing of the Reform Act was cele- 
bnted bj a procession at Forres. 8ueno's 
8(one was decorated with evergreens, and a 
handsome flag dtreamed from the lop. 
September 6. — "Here are 108 candidates in the 
fleld for the 63 seat« in Parliament belonging to 
Scotland. All the counties are contested eicept 
Banff, Bute, Dumfries, Forfar, Kirkcudbright, 
Orkney, nod Peebles, and all the burghi cicept 
Ayr and Dysart." 
September 12. — On the 6th inst. Buchanan Mac- 
millan, a gentleman well known to tho mercan- 
tile cemmunity of London and to natives of 
the Highhndsi died at the Iiiveniens-sliiro 
residence of Mr Stewart of Belladmm. "Mr 
Macmillan was in his 74th year. He was born 
of humble parents in the glen of Urqvhsrt; 
and at an early age removed to the metro- 
polis, where, by active commercial puncoitt, he 
realised a considerable fortune, which he 
seemed only to hold in fee for the benefit ol 
his conntiymen. and for enabling him to assist 
in works of utility and benevolence. Mr Mac- 
millan was for a considerable period connected 
with the 'San' newspnper as printer and pro- 
prietor; and he also, we believe, at one tine 
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held the lucrative office of Eong's printer. The 
love and honour of his native oountrj was, 
with Mr MacnuUan, a strong, active princi- 
ple. . . He was in thought, word, and deed 
a genuine Scotsoian. His house, his purse, 
time and influence were always, even in his 
hnsiest days, at the command of his country- 
men, and of all the Scottish charitable insti- 
tutions in London he was the warm and steady 
supporter. During his latter years he occasion- 
ally visited the North, and delighted to renew 
his recollection of old scenes and old friends. 
Of the strength and vividness of these impres- 
sions we remember a striking instance. He 
took a gentlenum who was in his company one 
day at Oorrimony to point out to htm the site 
of his father's hut. A few stones distinguished 
the place ; there was a wdl near, a little up the 
brae, and the old man. dashing aside the fern 
and heath, filled a bottle which he had brought 
with him fnnn his native spring. 1 shall take 
this with me to London,' he said, 'and if I 
die there the last draueht I shall drink will 
be from this bottle.' It pleased Providence, 
however, to lengthen his span of life; he re- 
turned to London, visited the North asain this 
season, and closed his eyes in peace and honour 
within a few miles of his native glen." A 
notice of Macmillan and his relatives appears 
in Mr Mackay's History of Urquhart, page 
409. 

Ibid. — ^The total number of cases of cholera in 
Inverness had now reached 273; deaths, 82. 
Among the victims was the Rev. Mr Findlater, 
minister of the Chapel of Ease (East Church), 
Inverness. "Mr Findlater was 46 years of age, 
22 of which he had spent in the ministry, viz., 
eleven at Loch-Tay side, Perthshire, and eleven 
as pastor of the Chapd of Ease in Inverness. 
He was long subject to severe bilious and 
nervous attacks, but was in his usual health 
when seized with the calamity which hurried 
him to his grave. The rev. gentleman was 
wannly esteemed bv his fiiendB and parish- 
ioners. His style of preaching was clear, un- 
affected, and impressive." At the village of 
Inver, near Tain, it is reported that there had 
been 100 oases of cholera and 53 deaths. In 
the rural districts, near Inverness, the sreatest 
alarm and apprehension prevailed. All inter- 
course, except of the most pressing kind, was 
interrupted, and the town markets were 
scantily supplied. 

September 26.— Oholera was becoming milder in 
Inverness, but the ravages of the disease had 
been very severe. Total cases from the com- 
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mencement, 409; deaths, 136. *!J[)r Qeorge 
Forbes, the oldest medical practitioner in £- 
Temess, waa seized with cholera on Thursday 
etvening, after attending his patients, and 
though every effort was made to arrest the 
progress of the disease, Dr Forbes died at 
eight o'clock on Friday mominff." Dr Forbes 
was 66 years of age. The local Board of 
Health had been liberally supplied with funds 
by subscription to assist the poor. Al Catholic 
clergyman from Keith, Rev. Ifr Lovie, was 
successful in the treatment of cholera patients, 
first at Wick and afterwards at Inverness. The 
Inverness Board raqiuested him to remain in 
the town for ten da^s. They also voted a 
donation of £10 for his services, but he handed 
the money over to the medical men to be dis- 
tributed among the poo r. 

Ibid — ^The death of Sir Walter Scott is anno<anoed, 
and Uiere is a memoir, over a column in length, 
by the editor. — ^The old burshal system was 
still in existence, and the election of Magi- 
strates and Ooundl took place in the usual 
way. Mr John Ross was chosen as Provost. 

Ibid.— ''Some professional gentlemen from this 
place [Inverness] having occasion to visit Cro- 
marty last week, were seized at the entrance 
of the town, and told that they must go to 
be smoked for the cholera, as they came from 
Inverness. They were accordingly conveyed 
to the seaside till they arrived at a wooden shed, 
where they were obliged to take off part of 
their clothes, wash thmnselves with a prepara- 
tion of chloride of lime, and then enter a place 
stronely impregnated with sulphur and other 
ingredients, where they were locked up and 
hiuf-suffocated. Having undergone this salu- 
tary luid rational prooess, the Invemessians 
were allowed to dress and depart." This 
incident is described at some length, and with 
quiet humour, in Hugh Miller's ''Schools and 
Schoolmasters." 

October 10. — ^There is a striking account of the 
introduction of cholera vnto th« North of Scot- 
land, and its ravages in Easter Ross, written 
by Hugh Miller. <ln the month of July 1832," 
he says, "the disease was introduced by some 
South countrymen, fishermen, into the town of 
Wick, and a village of SutherlandlBhire ; and 
from the latt^ place, on the following August, 
Into the fishing villages of the peninsuhL of 
Easter Ross. It visited Inverness, Nairn, 
Dinffwall, Urquhart, and Rosemarkie, a few 
weeks after. In the villages of Rioss the 
disease assumed a more terrible aspect than it 
had yet presented in any other part of Britain. 
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In the little Tillage of Portmalmmack cne-fifth 
of tlie inluhiUnte weie ew^ atwftT; in the 
•till Mneller Tillige of Inrer neeriy ooe-lulf . 
80 abject waa the porerty of the people that 
in aome inatancea there waa not a l»t m candle 
in any bonae in a whole YiDage ; and when the 
diaeaae aeized the inmatea in the ni^it-tinie, 
they had to grille in daikneaa with ita fierce 
paina and mortal tenon, and their frieodav in 
the Tain attempt to aaaiat them, had to gn^ 
roond their beda. Before morning th^ were 
in moat inatanoea beyond the reach of medicine. 
The infection spread with frightfol rapidity. 
In InTer, thongn the popnlatkm did not much 
exceed a hundred peraona, elcTcn bodiea were 
committed to the earth without shrond or coffin 
in (me day ; in two day* after they had boried 
nineteen more. Many rarviTors fled from the 
Tillage, leaTing behind them the dead and the 
d^ing, and tooc shelter, some in the woods and 
some among the hollows of an extenaiTe track 
of sandhills. Bnt the peat fc^lowed them to 
their hiding ^ace, and they eoqiired in the 
open air. Whole famHiea were found lying 
dead on tbeir cottage floors. In <me instance 
an infiuit, the only surriTor, lay groTelling on 
the bodT of ita mother, wailing feebly among 
the dead^ the sole moomer in \& cbarnd-hoose 
of the pestilence. Two yonng persons, a lad 
and his sister, were seen digging a graTe for 
their father in the church-ya^ of Nigg, and 
then carrying the corpse to it on a cart, no 
one yentnring to assist them." Snob is a con- 
temporary aocoont of the horrors of this pain- 
ful time. 
October 24.— The Rey. J. Maodcmald, of 
Uiquhart, preached in the Chapel of Ease for 
the benefit of the Society for improTing Chorcb 
patronage in Scotland. The collection 
amounted to £8 17s 5id. The annual meeting 
of the Sode^ was hdd, and reaolutions passed 
in faTour of ddiTcring the Church from the 
grierancea flowing from palxonage. 

October 31. — An artide in this number describes 
the state of partiea in the North, and the pre- 
paration made for electionemng contests. A 
few years before the prospect of a genml elec- 
tion was regarded in Scotland with scarcely 
any interest The question of burgh refonn 
was f ennally held to be much more important, 
and m many placea led to Tiolrat party ool- 
liaons and ezpenslTe lawwniits. When Parlia- 
mentarr refonn, howeyer, came to the front, 
the subject waa eagerly seized upon by the 
oommercial and middle dasses, and on the 
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pasting of the Act they pressed forward to 
claim the franchise. In view of an early dls- 
aolntion of Parliament, electioneering wa« now 
▼ery active. "In no part of the Kingdom has 
this state of things more abonnded than in this 
Northern division of the Empire. The grand 
source of disunion is undoubtedly the struggle 
between the friends and the opponents of uie 
present Ministry. ICr Charles Qrant, a 
Cabinet Minister, is opposed, on the broad 
principle of political hostility, by Macleod of 
Macleod. Mr Stewart-Mackenzie is opposed 
in Ross-shire bv Mr Munro of Novar, partly on 
noUtical grounds and partly from local motives. 
Mr Stewart of Bellaarum, a decided adherent 
of the Government, disputes the Inverness Dis- 
trict of Burghs with the present member, 
Major Cumnung Bruce, the active, uncom- 
promising opponent of the Reform Bill and the 
Ministry, and Colonel Baillie of Leys, an East 
India Director, contests the palm with both, 
chiefly because of his personal influence and his 
being a native of Inverness. The political bias 
and connections of the latter lean to the Tory 
side." The article soes on to say that Major 
Cumminff Bruce had strong personal influence, 
independent of politics, in his family and in his 
position as Major of the Invemess-shire 
Militia. Colonel Baillie derived similar sup- 
port from his hnends in the Magistracy of the 
town and his personal acquaintance with the 
inhabitants. Mr Stewart stood wholly uncon- 
nected with local influence, and claimed the 
seat as an independent country gentleman, 
friendly to the principle of reform, which he 
advocated in a former Parliament as member 
for Beveriey, in Yorkshire. 

Ibid. — ^No ca0e of cholera had occurred in In- 
verness for three days, and it was hoped that 
the disease had left the town. The UM num- 
ber of cases from the beginning on 24th August 
was 553, and cheaths 175. "This is sevm 
enough, but much less than has been experi- 
enced in many towns of similar extent in the 
South. Trade is again reviving here; our 
markets are attended, and, genenuly speaking, 
public confidence is restored.** A proportion 
of cases had occurred in the village of Culca- 
bock, arising, it was supposed, from the damp- 
ness of houses caused by a recent flood. A few 
cases occurred after this date in Inverness, but 
the plague, on the whole, had disappeared. 

November 7.— Cromarty was clear of cholera. 
The number of cases had been over thirty ; the 
number of deaths ten. 

November 14.— A paragraph is given to a Chran- 




It 
im kccpifiz with 

■MB of tkfr voiitt. Mad ks tsttcnd 
with newipapen bwlgii^ o«t ia all 
■iiwtiwi ■ cootraitad Arv«^ wiiii bit _ 
qvem exDidHXBP and pmntMoa. Ia all 
parties the rostk politkiaii was geaaaUj 
wekoBie, and it nar bi^ trahr mid tkt the 
stock of harmlem aunh has in saaj diiiii e U 
bean abridjE«d br the death of the Solicitor- 
General of Gvtuitown.*^ 

XoTember 28.— A h«^ controrenr had arisen be- 
tween S^^wth and Hu^ Ross of QlastnUich 
in cimn^U^Hi with the Roea^iie election. 
There Are Ibnr \»lttmMi of letteia in this issne! 
& duel w;Mk lhr^t«'ne\l« but arerted. 

December Sk— 4>tt the nreTioas Fridaj the Sna- 
pension Itrnii^c orer the Findhom. near Foirea, 
was o|^e«Hsi with a prw^Msion of tmstees and 
snbscnberA. Afterwai^ 106 gentlemen dined 
in the ^ lAwivnce Uaionic Lodge. Ifr 
FraserlVtkr* who decUred the hri2^ open, 
was in the chair. 

Ibid. — Tlie dissoKition of Parliament had beoi 
fixei for the prerions HondsT. and the writs 
were expected on the 6th in InTemeaa, 

December 12.— T%e Noithern Ifisaionaiy Society 
held its anniTersaiT meeting at "Dun on the 
2l8t nit. Collections, snbecriptions, and dona- 
tions amounted to £68 4s 8d. 

December 19 and 96.— The nomination for the 
InTemesa District of Bnigha toc^ place on the 
17th. There were four candidates, namdr. 
Major Cumminff Bmce, Mr StewaH of BeDa- 
drum, Oolonel BaiUie of Leys, am) My Robert 
Fraser of Torbreck (who i^>pean to haye coma 
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ou tbe scene uiui oil cited). Tlie husCingB were 
er«ct«d on tbe Exchange, and lhM« wiu a 
crowded gnthering in spile of unfavourable 
wMither. The polling oconpied two dan 
(Thuhdsj and Frkti^), and the result wu tne 
return of Ootonel Baillle, vbo stood sevan 
votes ahead of Mr Stewart. The tutul flgnrea 
were aa follows :— Colonel BiLillie, 250; Hr 
Stewart, 243; Major Cumming Bruce, 193; 
Mr Fraser of Torbreck, 6. The acale waa 
turned at Ibe last moment in favour ol Colonel 
BaiUie by Major Cumming Bruce reootnmend- 
ing hia reaerved voters to support tbiit candi' 
date. Major Cumming Bruce had his chief 
support in Forres, where he potleil 88 votea. 

December 2G.— The nomination of the candidates 
for tbe county of Inverness ItxiV place <m th« 
22nd. Mr Fnwer of Lovat proposed Mr Cbarlea 
rirant, and Mr Frsaer of Culbokie seconded. 
Mr Mackintosh of Geddea proposed Mnrleod of 
Macleod, and Rev. Mr Smitb, Urquhart, 
sec<oDd«1. The result was not publietied until 
tbe next isme, when tie figtirea were an- 
nounced aa follow*; — For Mr Grant, 257; for 
Macleod. 213 ; majority for Mr Grant, 44. 

IWd.— The nomination tor Ross-shire came off 
at Dingwall on the 24th. Mr Hsckeniie of 



kenEie of Ooul propowd Mr Muoro of Novar, 
and Mr Davidson if Tulloch seconded. The 

Seaforth, 277; Novar, 152; maiority for Sea- 
forth. tZS. The contcsta for the countiaa of 
InvBme*s and Ross had eieited great interest, 
and in both cases the popnlar or Belnnn can- 
didate* were elected, "no const itueiicie« in 
Scotland," says the editor, 'Vill be better re- 
presented as regards public conduct or private 
ohfljacter, genenil talent or Parliamentary ex- 
perience. Sealorth haa for nearly a quarter of 
a century supported those princi^riea which 
have secured Cor him so triumphant an issue ; 
and Mr Grsnt is known to the whole kingdom, 
not only aa a Cabinet Minister, but for bia 
enlightened views of national policy, his bril- 
liant eloquence and extensive acquirements." 
Ur James Loch was re-elected member foi tha 
NDTtbero Burt^a without & contest. 
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la tht jtmr 1833 ike Beiocv 
C^ to work with s 
lar)B9 majiiritj. Tlie 
vfakfa MhoMttn vadertook to haadfe 
friction in it« ovn ranks, and vfaettad tke 
aetmty ol tlie Opposition. Daniel OX)aB- 
ncO aad his Irish foQovcn woa also partica- 
buiy tfoabtaionie. Tlie first sfaiion, hov- 
erer, lav a g;rest deal ol work aeoomplished. 
A BieaffTim was csrried to pot down exeeaBes 
in Irefamd; snotber to nutigsto, or attempt 
to mitigste, the hostility sgsinst the Irish 
Eatabliffbed Church. Acis were pissfrf deal- 
ing with the charter of the Bank of Kngiand, 
and remodglling the p ower s of the East 
India Gompany, the latter being deprired of 
its oommercial nionop<^es. The important 
messore for the sbobticm of darery in the 
British Colonies was carried throi^g^ A 
beginning was made with the beneficent 
factory legislation identified with the name 
of Loni Ashley, afterwards Lord Shaftesbory. 
The first step was taken towards the estab- 
lisbment of a national system of edncatioQ in 
Enf^tmd l^ a grant of £20,000. A redno- 
tion in the advertisement duty was welcome 
to newspapers. Economists like Mr Joseph 
Home were, howerer, annoyed by the meagre 
efforts at retrenchment in the e^enditore. 
Lccally, the sudden death of Colonel Baillie 
of Leys, the member for the burghs, led to 
a bye-election, in which Major Gumming 
Bmce was the sucoessfnl candidate. It is 
rather curious that in the two electicms after 
the passing of the Reform Act, candidates 
who nad been known as anti-reformers were 
returned for the Inyemess burghs. The 
columns of the ''Courier" during the jrear 
were largely occupied with political dinners 
and speeches, which were important at the 
titne, but for the reader of tne present day 
haye lost much of their interest. 

The notes below will be read with interest 

as recording the beginning of Town Councils 
in their modem form. One of the first acts 
of the Inyemess Town Council was to abolish 
the office of hangman, which ai^>ean to hare 
existed in the burgh from time immemoriaL 
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There is a full account of the hangman's per- 
quisites, which must haye given much annoy- 
ance in the collection. 

From the ''Inverness Courier.'* 
1833. 

January 2. — ^The result of the contest in the 
Elgin Burghs is announced. There were three 
candidates--Oolonel Leith Hay, the Right Hon. 
Holt Madcenzie, and Ifr Akx. Morison, yr. of 
AuchintouL The first-named was electee), the 
figures heing — Oblonel Leith Hay, 343; ICr 
Holt Mackenzie, 223; Mr MoriK>n, 112. 
Colonel Leith Hay had a majority <^ 112 on 
the gross polL 

Ibid.--8eaforth was entertained to a public 
dinner at Dingwall on the 31st ult. Mr Mac- 
kensie of Kilooy was chairman, and the crou- 
piers were Mr Mackenzie of Muirton, W.S., 
and Captain Sutherland of UdoQ. The dinner 
was in celebration of Seaforth*s return as a 
member of Parliament. 

Jamiary 9. — ^The Right Hon. Charles Grant was 
entertained to dinner at Inverness by a num- 
ber of his supporters. Lovat was in the chair, 
with Mr Hugh Eraser of Eskadale and Mr 
David Sheriff, Barnyards, as croupiers. Colonel 
Baillie entertained from two to three hundred 
of hie friends to a dinner in the Northern 
Meeting Rooms. 

January 16. — Over six columns are devoted to 
the report of a dinner held in tbe Northern 
Meeting Rooms to celebrate the '^Cause of 
Reform." About 250 were present. The 
rooms were decorated with laurels and ever- 
greens, and portraits of Earl Qrev, Lord 
Brougham, a^ Lord John Russell. The 
croupiers were Mr John Eraser, Cburch Street, 
Inverness ; Mr Ketclieo, Nairn ; and the Rev. 
Mr Stark, Eorres. In the fc^owing week there 
was a dinner at Nairn. 

Ibid.— The following Note to the readers 
of the paper is an illustration of the 
difference between that day and this: — 
**In consequence of the navigation of 
the Caledonian Canal having been inter- 
rupted by frost, a large package of stamps, 
which should have reiuihed us on Saturday, 
has been detained about Eortr-William. On 
this account we are compelled to print part of 
our impression on blanks, of which doe ac- 
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kDOwledgemttit will be made to the 8Ump 
Office.- 

Ibid. — The same issue contains the annoonoe- 
ment, derived from a priTate souroe, that the 
ICarquia of Stafford baa received the title of 
Doke of Sutheriand. Al a party given by the 
King the previous weA, his Majesty had pro- 
posed the health of 'The Duke and Docbess 
of Sutherland." Hie ''Qacette** notice ap- 
peared in the next issue. The annooneement 
was received with great pleasure in Sutherland. 

Jaouarv 23. — ^''Mr Davidson of Oantoay bet with 
Sir Frsficis Mackenzie that the former would 
run his gig mare in harness fourteen miles in 
the space of an hour. The ground fixed was 
the north mail road between Conoo and Glach- 
naharry, and yesterday the time. Mr David- 
son himself drove the animal, and she per- 
formed the task in three minutes less than the 
hour." 

January 30. — ^Three columns are given to a re- 
port of rejoicings in Sutherland in honour of 
tbe Dukedom. 

February 6. — ^There is an article on the burdens 
laid on newspapers, arising from a report that 
some relief was in contemplation. The 
"Courier^* wa« still a sheet of four pages, five 
columns to a page, and the price was seven- 
pence, as it was of most other papers. 
Rumour po inted to a repeal of the Stamp- 
duty. ''We have been so long accustomed/' 
iwys the editor, "to the restrictive duty — so 
long in the habit of paying sevenpence for our 
newspaper — that so great a change seems at 
first sight to be wild and impracticable." 
There was at the time a duty of 3s 6d on all 
advertisements long and diort. T^ duty tbe 
Ohancellor of the Exchequer reduced in the 
next Budjget. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Daviot House, on the morning 
of Friday, 2&th ult., in his 78th year, the 
Hon. Aufus Madcintosh, 2&th Chief of that 
Ilk, and »)th [25th] Chief and Captain af Clan 
Chikttan. We will not go into a lengthy or 
elaborate eulogium of the character of the de- 
ceased. We will merely observe that he was 
a person of the most inflexible integrity, of a 
warm and sociable temper, given to nospi- 
tality, free d tfie soptiistry of the world, 
totsil^ unaffected, accessible to all who had 
occasion to address him, and in pcnnt of patriot- 
ism none could taJce precedence of him. He 
had been nearly fifty years a resident in Upper 
Canada, of tne Legidaitive Cboncil of wnich 
he mm a member. In that country his many 
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virtues and publio enterprise endlBared iiim to 
a mxmeroiiB and respectabfe acquaintance. His 
funeral was attended, from hm late residence 
to Petty (the family burying-gronnd for many 
generations), by one of the most numerous 
assemblages of gentlemen and the tenantry 
generally we have witnessed for many years. 

Februairy 20. — **Ab a mark of respect to Dr 
Robertson of Aultnaskiach — long tiie Chief 
Magistrate of this burgh — it is proposed to 
request that gentleman to sit for nis portrait 
to ornament our Town Hall. A subscription 
for this purpose was opened yesterday after- 
noon, and the amount already subscribed 
evinces the general estimation m which the 
worthy Provost is held by his feilow-townsmen 
of all parties." 

February 27. — At a meeting of the Gaelic School 
Society in Edinburgh it was stated that in 
the Synods of Argyll and Glenelg, the popula- 
tion amounted to nearly 205,000, and of these 
no less than 24,703 above six years of age 
were unable to read. In the parish of Gair- 
loch only about a fourth of the population 
were able to reed. 

March 6. — ^An advertisement announces that a 
steamer was to ply between Glasii^w and Stor- 
noway. The advertisement is signed by Alex- 
ander Ferguson, 30 Tumer^s Court. Glasgow. 

Ibid. — Hie same issue contains an advertisement 
announcing that the Lordship of Lochaber, as 
founded by the late Duke of Gordon, was to 
be sold by public roup in Edinburgh on 16th 
July. The net rental was given at £5796 
sterling. A subsequent advertiaement gives 
it at £6124 8s 2d. 

March 13. — ^Meetings in favour of modifying or 
abolishing patronage in the Church were at 
this time common. In this issue there is a 
report of a meeting at Beay, in Caithness, and 
it 10 stated that almost every parish in the 
county had held similar meetings. Petitions 
from Inverness and other places were also sent 
to the House of Commons, where Mr George 
Sinclair, M.P., was moving in the matter. 

Ibid. — ^Tl^ walk on the bank of the River Ness, 
along the property of Bught, had recently been 
made by the proprietor. There was as yet no 
bridge connecting the Idands with the west 
bank. 

March 20. — There was a revival of illicit distilla- 
tion in the district. This was largely due to 
tlie low price of barley, and to the withdrawal 
of a revenue cutter, in the local market barley 
was quoted a(t from 24s to 27s per imperial 
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quarter. In the next issue it is stated tbat the 
fiars* prices in the North were about 20 per 
cent, below the previous year. 

March 27. — ^Tbere is an account of the bill in- 
troduced by the Lord Advocate for municipal 
reform in Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^At a public meeting in Stomoway on the 
20th inst. — ^Mr Murdo ifiuJcemde in the chair — 
it was resolved ^*that it is the unanimous sense 
of this meeting that the sum allowed by Qov- 
emment for a Packet betwixt Stomoway and 
the opposite coast, is totally inadequate to the 
support of a voesel suitable to the purpose, 
and that this community, in consequence, 
labour under the most serious grievances, 
which loudly call for remedy." A committee 
was appointed to collect facts and prepare an 
Implication for redress. The grievances of 
Stomoway are thus of old standing. 

April 10. — With this issue the ''Oourier^' was en- 
larged, becoming a sheet of six columns to the 
page, or twenty<^four columns in all. It was 
also printed in new type and with a new press. 
The circulation of the paper had increaiMdd, a 
fact due in a measure, am the editor states, to 
the growing desire for public information and 
political inquiry, '^ost c4 our readers must, 
in their dJaily intercourse with society, have 
observed that the recent extension of political 
rights and the improvements entered on by the 
Govemment, both in Ohurcb and State, have 
given an impulse to the public mind unex- 
ampled in any former period of our history. 
Napoleon termed us a nation of shopkeepers; 
we may now be railed* a nation of readers and 
politicians. . Qreat Britain seems at this 
moment to realise the idea of a mighty people 
roused at once to the full consciousness o! their 
strength, and admitted to the exercise of new 
powers and privileges." 

April 17. — ^The Court-House and gaol of the 
burgh of Tain were burned d!own on the 15th 
inst. Tbe fire was discovered alxnit two 
o'clock on Monday morning, and spread with 
great rapidity. Three persons confined in the 
jail lost their lives, one (perhaps two) im- 
prisoned for debt, the third! the wife of the 
second prisoner, who had come to visit her 
hu(rt>and. The Town-House had been erected 
only in 1825, at the joint expense of the town 
and county, and was not insured. 

Ibid. — A report on toll dues, roads, and other 
matters affecting the movement of sheep and 
cattle from the Northern Counties to the 
Southern markets appears in this issqe. Ths 
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exaction of tolls wom a great grieyanoe, parti- 
cularlj in the oountieft of Perth and Stirling. 
The committee suggested varioos remedies, in- 
cluding the formation of a general drove road, 
on a line formerly recommended bj Mr Tel- 
ford. The report is signed by Mr J. Muiray 
Grant of Qlenmoriston. 

April 24. — "Intelligence was received here last 
night of the de^h of Colonel John Baillie of 
L^s, member for the Inverness District of 
Burghs, and a Director of the East India Oom- 
pany. The Colonel died at his house in Lon- 
don at twelve o'clock on Saturday last. He 
was attacked about ten days previous with the 
epidemic so prevalent in the metropolis, the 
influenza, which was followed bv inflammation, 
that in a flew days proved fatal. He was, we 
believe, in his 61st year. Colonel Baillie was 
a native of the town of Inverness. He entered 
early in life into the services of the East India 
Compcmy as a cadet ; and held successively the 
important (^ces of Professor of the Hindos- 
tanee language in the Company's College at 
Calcutta, and Resident at Ludmow. After his 
return to England in 1816, he sat for the burgh 
of Hed<m, in Yorkshire, which he represented 
in two Parliaments. He was returned for the 
Inverness Burghs in September 1830, and again 
at the last general election, alter one of the 
keenst contests witnessed in Great Britain. 
The sudden death of this genUeman so recently 
after his struggle here, aind almost before the 
excitement it occasioned had subsided-^and in 
the midst of the pending negotiations relative 
to the East India Company's Charter, in which 
he took a strong and lively interest — irre- 
sistibly reminds us of the eloquent exclama- 
tion of Burke^'What shadows we are and 
what shadows we pursue.' ** Colon^ Baillie 
built Leys Castle, near Inverness, and planted 
the woods around it. The Castle was un- 
finished at the date of his death. 

Hay 8. — It is announced that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had reduced the duty on ad- 
vertisements from 3s 6d to Is 6d. "This 
alteration was brought forward on lliursday 
evening, and appears to haive been assented to 
without a dissentient voice." The reductimi 
came into effect in July. 

Ibid. — ^The Parliamentary Commission on Roads 
and bridges had replaced the Bridge^ of Borhim, 
in Glen-Urquhart, with a stone Midge of two 
arches, each 40 feet span. They had also con- 
tracted for the erection of a bridge over the 
river Findhom, at Oorrybroogh, in lieu of 

17 
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that which was carried awaj bj the flood of 
August 1829. They had likewise resolved to 
eff^ an improvement in the pass of Sloch- 
mulch. 

Ibid. — ^The death is announced of Mr James Ifac- 
pherson of BeUerille, son of the translator of 
Ossian. He is said to have carriedl out great 
improvements on his property, with the view 
of giving employment to those around him, 
and of conv^MTting into smiling and productive 
fields the mosses and unendo^ wastes of his 
estate. "The magnificent embuikmenta which 
he has made along the whole line of the Spey, 
opposite his pro^rty — ^he villages whicb he 
founded on the most liberal principles at New- 
tonmore and Lynachat, and the immense im- 
provements which he has effected in draining, 
clearing, enclosing, and planting, will long re- 
main a monument of his liberality and patriot- 
ism." Mr Macpherson was also a farmer and 
improver of stock. 

May 15. —-Owing to the death of Colonel Baillie 
there was a fi^sh contest for the representation 
in Parliament of the Inverness District of 
Burghs. The candidlates were Major Gumming 
Bruce and Mr Stewart of Belladrum. The 
latter laboured under the disadvantage of 
bein(? absent during the contest, having been 
detained in London by severe indisposition. 
The result of the electiixi was — ^Miajor Cum- 
min Bruce, 358 votes; Mr Stewart, 292; 
majoritv for Major Cumming Bruce, 66. The 
successful candidate had a majority in all the 
burghs except Nairn. In Forres he had 93 
votes as against 44. 

May 29. — **}It Alexander Ross, house carpenter. 
Tain, who died a few weeks since, was one of 
the few who recollected the battle of Culloden. 
At the period of the battle he was ten years 
of age. A body of the retreating Highlanders 
took possession of the choicest of his father's 
cattle, and, entering his house^ laid violent 
hands on all that appeared desirable to con- 
sume or carry off." 

June 12. — ^The bridge at Millburn, near Inver- 
ness, was now wi&ned ten feet, and the foot- 
path extended about a mile further from In- 
verness. 

June 19. — ^The scheme of Government for the 
future administration of the affairs of India 
was explained in the House of Commons by ihe 
Pi«Bident of the Board of Trade. *^r Grant 
spoke for nearly tln^e hours and a-half, and, 
according to the journals of all parties, with 
his usoel eloquence, force, and effect." 

Ibid.— On Tuesday, tiie 11th inst., a gathering 
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of the people of Badenoch aAsembled at Dal- 
whinnie to welcome and eecort home their 
Obief, Clnny Macpherson, and his wife, to 
their residence at Chiny Castle. The piooee- 
sioti was headed hy ubout fifty gentlemen on 
horseback. On arriving at the Castle the Chief 
thanked them in a Gaelic speech. 

Jane 26. — ^*Mr liacleod of Geanies has retired 
from the Sheriffdom of Ross-shire, haVinff held 
that office for, we believe, the long period of 
fifty-ninevears — a life-time in itaelf. 

July 10. — ^There are letters and articles in this 
and other issniee respecting outrages that were 
said to have occurred in the dii^ct of Dun- 
donnell, in the west of Koss-shire. Some 
of these outrages dated several years back, bjkI 
were connected with a law case. Others had. 
to db with the removal of yairs for catching 
herrings. The stories were obviously eizag- 
gerated, and tfibugh they caused much excite- 
ment at the time, they are not now of interest. 

July 17. — ^The Inverness Sheep and Wool Fair 
was very satisfactory to sellers. ''From a cal- 
culation which we made, assisted by some of 
the gentlemen attending the market, it appeen 
that the transactions in slieep amounted to 
about £100,000 ; and those in wo<^ to £70,000 
or £80,000. The prices were high. In wool 
there is a great advance, particularly of the 
common blackfaced description, which brought 
21s and 2l8 6d per atone of 48 Ibv., beinff a 
riite of from 5s 6d to 6s 6d per stone over uwt 
year's prices. The highest price obtained for 
Cheviot wool wa« 20s 9d per stone ol 24 Ibv., 
deliverable in the Clyde, being an advance over 
hurt* year's nrices of about 4s 6d." The advance 
in blackfaced wool wa« partly accounted for 
by its growing scarcity, as Cheviot stock, was 
becoming more general. The f<41owing prices 
are quoted:— Cheviot wedders, 22s to 31s; 
ewes, ISs 6d to 20b; lambs, 88 to lis 3d; 
blackfaced wedders, 16s to 24s; ewes, 7s 6d 
to 12s 6d ; lambs, 6s 6d to 99 6d. Cheviot 
wool, per stone of 24 Ibe., 18s to 208 9d ; cross 
ditto, washed, 14s to 1^; unwashed, 12s to 
14s; bladdaced, per stone of 48 lbs., 208 to 
228. A meeting was held on the subject of 
the transport of stock, and the report of a 
committee was adopted, praying the Commis- 
sioners of Hi^land Roads and Bridges to sur- 
vey a line of dloye road &om a point near 
Highbridge, across Rannoch Moor to Killin, 
or to a point on the old military road near 
Kind's House. 

July &.— The death is annoimced of the Duke 
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of Sulberluid bI Dunrtdiiii Citade on Friday, 
the IStb inst. TIm Duks airiTed in the 
NorCJi oulj a fortnigbt preTbui, and vm 
sbortlf &f[«rward> teixed witb the illneu which 
proved fatal. His Grace n-iu bom ia Jtaaary 
1758, and was consequently in hii 76th jBar. 
He married the Gouii(««s 4>f ^utheriaJid in 
1786, ajul succeeded Ins fitther u Horquii ol 
Stafford in 1303. A few months before his 
death he «a« created Duke of Suthu'laod. Hi« 
Grace did much for the county by liberally 
aHwtuig in the conBtruction of roada and 
harbours and prranotuig education. 

Ihid. — Mr Ueort;e Sinclair, H.P., moved on Ui« 
I6lh in the House of Cbinmoiu for Iea.Te to 
bring ia a bill to repeal tlie Act of Queen Anne 
aboLflhiDg piitronaiie in tiic Cburcli of Scot- 
tujid. Mr Horatio Bosi seconded. The motion 
was wibhdrawD, ag it wile found that it could 
not be entertajned without the preTioua con- 
Bent of tJie Orovn. 

August 7.— Tlie reoiaius of the labe Diihe of 
Sutherland were couveyed from Dunrobin Caatle, 
and were lud in Donwch (Ibthedral on 3lBt 
July. "There wae a total absence of pomp 
and pageantry. The coffins were made by bis 
Oroce'fi own oarpenter, the shroud wu Btnrn 
by the fenialea of his family aod the daughter* 
of hia teoanlfl, and his body was placed in 
its last abode by the baitdk of his foitiiful ser- 
viuits. This abcence of all ostentatious dis- 
play wai, bower* r. more than compensated 
by the attendance of thouaaods and the heatt- 
mt grief, »urpaaiing show, whidi pervad*« 
every heart." Tlie number of persons present 
was estimated ut t«n thousand. The refresh- 
meats cousidted of broad, meal, and ale. whisky 
being excladad, 

AnguNt 14. — The Directors ivf the Inverness 
Academy at this time adopted a resolution to 
appoint teachers without salaries, allowing 
them to take payment in feen, to be regukted 
by the Board. Mr Jamos Falconer was ap- 
pointed writing and commercial m.-ister, 

August 21.— The Scots Bur^ Keform Bill, and 
a supplemeutoiT bill deuling with burghs not 
Royal, passed through Oomniitt*e in the Lords. 
The following ismie recorded the third reading. 

AuEUHt 28— "Stranger B continue to flock into 
tSe North, and there never perhaps was a time 
when the Higblanda had so many visitors. 
Our inns are all full, bed and board ; coach 
seats are almost as difficult Co obtain as a 
lottery priia in the olden timer ateom-bonts 
ore equally crowded, and gigs and horsn Br« 
everywhere but at home, fn the interior of 
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the countiy we find parties of all descriptioni 
— apoitsmen with doss and guns, the patient 
angler with hit rod, the ^^k^st with bi« bag 
and hammer, the hotanut with his book ol 
specimens, the scene-hunter with his pencil <v 
memonukRa, and nomeroas groups intent only 
on pic-nicking among wild hills, streams, <x 
waterfalls. . . Our Highland inns are ffreatlj 
improved. The lairds are still too canuess in 
looking aiter the 'change-housea^ oo their 
estates ; but in general trt^Bic produces cleanli- 
ness and civility, and the force oi exampfe as 
well as precept begins to be felt and acknow- 
ledged/' 

September 4. — ^lliere was oj^Kxiitioa in the 
parish of Petty to the acceptance of the Rev. 
John Grant aa their minister. One obiection 
was his alleged deficiency in the Gaelic lan- 
guage. The Presbytery heard him preach, and 
found that Mr Grant had an intimate ooquaint- 
ance with Uie Gaelic language, and possessed 
great fluency and aocuracv m it. They re- 
solved to pmceed with Ux Grant's triak for 
ordination, but to defer further consideration 
of the case till the approadk of the Genend 
Assembly. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that Rob Roy's favourite dav- 
more had been presented by aSx Ryder, of the 
Aberdeen Theatre, to Mr Alexander fVaaer, 
the young laird of Torbreck. The present was 
accompanied by the following certificate of its 
authenticity: — 'This was the favourite day- 
more of Rob Roy. It was i»eeented by him 
to his particular friend and near relative, lii 
Campbell of Glenlyon, and renuiined in that 
family until Francis Gk>rdbn Campbell of Troup 
succeeded to the title and estates of Glenly.>a. 

September 11. — At the InvemesB Circuit Coitt 
there were numerous charges of assault, and 
the presiding Judge, Lord Meadowbank, said 
there were more oases of assault tried at this 
Circuit than in all other parts of Si.otlani 
united. "The people of the Highlands,'* he 
said, "seemed m this respect to be a penile 
living without law." The editor thought tris 
statement a little exaggerated; but he ex- 
pressed the hope that influential persons would 
"exert increaaed activity to repraw an offence 
which haa become a reproach and disgrace to 
us, and which seems, unfcMrtunat^ly, to l»e on 
the increaM." 

September 25. — ^l%e portrait of Dr Robertson of 
Aultnaskiach, painted by subscription for the 
Town Hall, was recently finished. A pannol 
at the bottom beara the following subscription : 
— ^^In testimony of regard for his private 
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wortli and poblic nsefiilneai while Gbief Magi- 
stimte ol InTernen, this portrait of Jamea 
Robertaon of AnHnaakiach, If.D., wa.^ plartd 
here by pubUc subaciiption of bia lellow- 
dtizena, 1833. John Sime, Eaq., 8^., pinxt.'' 
The paragraph proceeds — ^^The jiortrait ia the 
aize of lilt, in a sitting poatnre, with one hand 
containing a letter, and tiie othe- engaged in 
lifting an eje-glaaa. The likeneaa ia admir- 
able, bating peiiiapa a little too mncfa fnlneM 
in the body. . . Mr Sime, the artist, is 
well known as a bold and felicitous porteait 
painter, and we have ance seen some pictnres 
on which he ia at present en^ged, which flmre 
OS erea a hidier idea of his talents.** The 
portrait now hangs in the Council C9iamber. 
Ibid. — ^A fine piece of plate fen* presentation to 
Mr John Mckenzie, banker, had arrived, and 
waa on exhibition. It consisted of an epergne 
richly cluund and ornamented, standing on a 
handsome plat«ui, and snrmoanted bj a 
bonquet. The cost was a hundred and twenty 

Siineaa. On one compartment was engraved 
r Mackensie's anns, and on another his creSt 
and the following inscription: — 'Presented to 
John Mackenzie, £e(]|., by admirers of his 
public conduct and private character, residing 
in Inverness and neighbourhood; in acknow- 
ledgement of his strenuous and valuable ser- 
vices in support of popular rights during^ Earl 
Grey's administration, a peric^ of the highest 
importance to the politioil independence and 
welfare of the nation, September 1833.** 

October 2. — ^From a notice of the Northern Meet- 
ing, it seems that the gathering had for some 
years fallen off. The account of the Meeting 
says that at one period it ''naed to draw to- 
gether nearly all the leading families of the 
Highlands.** This year it was ''enlivened by 
the presence of several stransers,** but the 
attendSance was '%ore respectame than numier- 
ous,** and the dinner parties were much smaller 
than formeriy. ''There was no attempt to 
revive the sports of the turf, or to institute 
any public amusement, excepting the ball, 
which waa well attended.'* 

Ibid. — ^A treatise on the Natural History of the 
Salmon, by Mr Alexander Eraser, taclLsman of 
Dochnalurg, which seems to have been first 

Erinted for private circulation, was now pub- 
shed. Several extracts from it are given in 
this issue. 
Ibid. — A bacaar, which is described as a "novel 
and interesting exhibition,** was held in the 
Town HaU for the benefit of the oonjotned 
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charities of tba Infant School, the Female 
School, and the Female Work Society. Stalk 
were kept by Lady Saltoun, Mn Fraaer of 
Loyat, Ladj ICadLenzie of Gairloch, Mn 
Oomming Bmoe, Mn Fraaer of Oiddtithel, Mm 
Fyyie, £c. The proceeds amounted to £401 
lo8 6d. A small Mflbet made bj the Queen 
brought £4 10s. 

Ibid.— Two Oommissioners, Mr Hunter and Mr 
InneSy were at this time in the North, making 
arrangements for canying out the Munidpu 
Reform Act. Inverness was divided into 
three Wards. 

October 9. — ^There was at this time a commercial 
crisis in Bombay and Oalcntta, involving aUo 
some London houses. The amount of liabilities 
is placed at £15,000,000 sterling. ILe Bur- 
mese war is assigned as one of the chief causes 
of the financial collapse. The Indian Gov- 
emment floated a loan which withdrew a large 
sum from the conmierce of the country. 

Ibid. — ^The death is recorded of Mr John Mac- 
pherson, at Cluny Oastle, in St Thoma« in 
the East, Jamaica, a near relative ol the Ohief 
of the Clan. *<The old gentkoian, in defianoe 
of mosquitoes and everything else, continued 
to wear the philabeg, composed of the tartan 
of bin clan; and at the i^drl of the pibroch 
every negro within reach of its sound was 
heard to exclaim, 'God bless my old massa; 
he makes plenty of noise for me.' So uni- 
versidly was this gentleman respected in the 
quarter that a holiday was granted to all the 
negroes to attend his remains to the 'narrow 
house ; ' and a poor old Highlandman who could 
scarcely crawl to his kinsman's grave, pro- 
duced nis bagpipe, and pla^«d the 'Macpner- 
son's Lament' in a style whicb wa« responded 
to by every Celt present doffing lus bonnet." 

October 16. — ^The epergne descried in a previous 
paragraph was presented to Mr John Macken- 
zie, banker, at a general meeting of the sub- 
scribers in the Royal Hotel. Mr John Thom- 
son, banker, was in the chair, and the presen- 
tation was made by Mackintosh of Mackin- 
tosh. 

Ibid. — ^The remains of Qregor Mscgregor, alias 
Willox, and widely known as "Willox the War- 
lock," were laid U> rest in the Church-yard of 
Kirkmichael, Strathdon, on the 6th inst. 
''Gregor was the last of a line of ancestors, 
long the objects of awe and veneration, as the 
possessors of the only means ever known of 
prying into futurity, and of oontroUinff and 
circumventing the works of botli natunu and 
supernatural agents." B[is tools consisted of 
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% peoe off jeHov Mlal, wiHIng ^ lii of 
a Imvae't bfidle, wliich was aud to kive beoi 
tekeA from ft watcr-ki^ie ; and a tniBaparaii 
ifone, **rMembluig tibe nob off a ciTStal bottle," 
whicb was aud to have been eztofted from a 
■wwiMiH '^Strange aa it may appear to tlie 
entigfatmed reader, tfaae cndentiala, trana- 
mitted from father to ton, ohUhifid for many 
ages implicit faith among tho peaaantrT ii 
Scotland from Perth to John o' Groata.'^ In 
recent yeara faith in WiDoz had fallen off, but 
be had a aperiona tongoe and a fond ol tradi- 
tional lore which brought him many Tisitora. 
Apart from his piolesskm of necromancer, to 
which he aAered to hia dying day, the para> 
graph saya that there waa nothing ver y re|M ne- 
henaiUe in the diaractrr or conduct of WiDox. 

October 23.— '^e behere we can aCate with 
safety that emnggling ia faat decreaainff in the 
Higlilands. Donald still keepa hold <9 a few 
hei^ta and hoOows, where toe ganger cannot 
conreniently find hia way; but aa a trade, 
Ulicit difltiliation wiD soon die a natural death." 

October 30.— A paragraph from the ''Elgin 
Oooiier" deocribea mw Mr Dean, farmer at 
Easter Oakenhead, found the remaina of a 
ahip while ploughing at the eaatem eztremiW of 
the Loch of Spynie, in Mbrayahire. The ediitor 
of the paper, witii a companion, cleared away 
part of ue aoil, ao aa to inspect the buried 
timbers. 'TThe whole length of the Tcaad 
appears to have been thirty feet; but we did 
not ascertain the breadth. The whole of the 
ribs are entire, and composed of oak, and the 
stem is qnite round on Sir Robeft Seppine's 
plan. When we came to that part of ttie 
▼essel which must have been the deck, although 
distin'mishable enough, yet the spade went 
through as if it had only been clay. We may 
say the same of a piece of birch wood about 
two inches in diameter, which was perfectly 
entire in the back, yet tiie spade went througja 
it with greater ease than it would have done 
throueh an apple. What appeared to us most 
singUMT was the distinct appearance that the 
whole of the space between the ribs and 
the outer uid inner covering, of which 
we could find no more traces than 
we did of the deck, had been dosely 
filled up with heather, which appeared before 
touching it quite fresh ; but immediately after 
became a piup. It is more than probable that 
this veasel has been lost nearly 600 years ago, 
aa one of its dimensions conla not nave navi- 
gated the Loch of Spynie, more particulariy 
in the p«Tt where it has been found, after the 
ISMl or 13th century." 
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November 6. — The close or self-electing system 
in burgh corporations haA now oome to an end, 
and t& new Town Councils were elected this 
week throughout the country. In Inyemess 
the Reform party was successful in all the three 
wards. "The contest was conducted with 
great activity, but, we are happy to add, in 
peace and good humour. There were a few 
long cheers on one side and a few long faces 
on the otber, and the winners are to invite 
their Provost (Mr Mackenzie, the banker, we 
presume) to a public dinner; but all is quiet 
and conciliation." The total number of votes 
cast for the Reformers was 1462 and for the 
Conservatives 1053, giving a majority of 409. 

November 13 and 20. — ^The following were the 
first Provosts elected under the Reform Act 
in Uie Northern Burshs : — ^Inverness, Mr John 
Mackenzie, banker ; Nairn, Mr Isaac Ketchen ; 
Dingwall, Mr Hugh Innes Cameron, banker; 
Tain, Mr H. R. Ross of Cromarty ; Fortrote, 
Dt Qeorge TuUoob; Forres, Mr Charles Cor- 
don, wine merchant; Elgin, Mr William 
Gauldie, merchant. The Sottish papers, it 
is stated, were teeming at this time with 
accounta of the sayings and doings of the new 
Councils. ''Conscious that more is expected 
from them than from their predecessors, the 
civic functionaries wpear to be all up and 
stirring." The first business of the Qlasgow 
Town Council was a discussion regarding the 
proprietor of discarding the cocked hats and 
gold diains worn by the Magistrates. The 
cocked hats were discarded but the gold chains 
were retained. The issue contains a list of 
charities in Inverness. The total under the 
charge of the Magistrates and Counoil was 
£38,538 14s 6d, but this included the Mackin- 
tosh Farr Fund, amounting to £25,218. The 
annual produce of the Kirk-Session funds was 
£367 per annum. This included collections of 
£100 at the church doors. In a subsequent 
issue it is stated that this £100 was derived 
from the ordinary collections, and that qiecial 
quarterly collections for the poorproduced an 
additional revenue of at least £200 a year, so 
that the total from church funds may be placed 
at £567 a year. 

November 27.— *'Died, at Petty, on the 16th 
inst., the Rev. William Smith, minister of the 
parish of Petty, and Presbytery of Inverness, 
in his 87th year." A long account of Mr 
Smith, who seems to have been a man of 
great ability and influence, is contributed by 
a friend. He was regarded as an authority 
iq Church Ooorts, ancf was at the same time 
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nature, but so little in it encouraged that we 
question whether it can languish on another 
year. It is in contemplation, we hear, to 
apply for the hall of the Academy, to serve for 
the Museum, and we hope thia will be ob- 
tained." 
December 25. — ^The Inverness Town Omndl, 
being of opinion that the services of Donald 
Ross, the hangman, mig^ht be dispensed with, 
resolved that the appointment snould oease. 
The editor says — '^Retrenchment being the 
order of the day, the Oonncil conceived they 
could dispenfle with the services of the execu- 
tioner, whiob are seldom required here, and 
have hitherto been paid for, like the services 
of other high legal tunctionaries, at rather an 
extravagant rate. Donald Ross was appointed 
executioner in 1812, with a salary of £16 per 
annum. As most public appointments of a 
rare and difficult nature are accompanied with 
fees and perquisites, independent of salarv, 
Donald had various bites and nibbles at tne 
public purse. First he was provided with a 
house, bed, and bedding. Second, he was 
iJlowed thirty -six peats weekly from the tacks- 
man of the Petty CustomsL Third, he had a 
bushel of coals out of every cargo of English 
coals imported into the town. Fourth, he was 
allowed a piece of coal, as large as ne could 
carrr, out of every cargo of Scotch coals. 
Fifth, he had a peck of oet-meal out of every 
hundred bolls landed at the Shore. Sixt^, he 
had a fish from every creel or basket of fish 
brought to the market. Seventh, he had a 
penny for every sack of oat-meal sold at the 
market. Eightii, he had a peck of salt out of 
every cargo. Ninth, he was allowed every 
year a suit of clothes, two shirts, two pairs of 
stockings, a hat, and two pairs of shoes. 
Added to these fixed and regular sources of in- 
come, Donald levied blackmail on the lieges in 
the shape of Ohristmas boxes, and had besides 
a sum of ^ye pounds at every execution at 
which he presided. Now all these items mnst 
have amounted to fifty or sixty pounds per 
annum, and as there have been just three 
executions since Donald acceded to office, they 
must have cost the town nearly four hundred 
pounds each execution. It is worthy of re- 
mark that the last hangman here experienced 
a Tery untimely end. He had gone to Elgin on 
professional business, and was attacked on his 
return, about Forres, by a mob of mischievous 
boys and lads, who maltreated him in so 
shameful a manner that be died on the spot. 
The most active of the mob were, howsTer, 
tried and transported." 
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No. X. 

Tbe year 1834 was one of great political 
stress in Parliament. Earl Grey's admini- 
stration got into difficulties over the Irish 
CLurch question and the renewal of the Irish 
Crimes Act. Besides the reduction of the 
Irish Episcopate, they had to consider a 
scheme for putting an end to the tithe war, 
and proposals for dealing with the surplus of 
Irish Church fimds. One section of the 60- 
yei*nment was in favour of applying the sur- 
plus to general philanthropic pui^poses; 
another desired to reserve it for strictly 
ecclesiastical purposes. The adherents of the 
latter view, namely, the Duke of Richmond, 
Mr Stanley (afterwards Earl of Derhy), Sir 
James Graham, and the Earl of Bipon, re- 
signed. It was at first thought that their 
secession would hreak up the administration, 
but their places were filled by the Marquis 
of Conyngham, who became Postmaster- 
General; the Earl of Carlisle, Privy Seal; 
Lord Auckland, First Lord of the Admiralty ; 
and Mr Spring Rice, Colonial Secretary. The 
aspect of political affairs, however, continued 
to be very unsettled. 

During the summer and autumn misuuder- 
standings arose in connection with an Irish 
Coercion Bill. Earl Grey, wearied with the 
difficulties of his position, resigned office as 
Prime Minister, and Lord Melbourne was 
called to the head of the Government. Dur- 
ing the same time the Lord Chancellor, 
Brougham, had been subjected to relentless 
criticism by the London papers for his rest^ 
lessness, irritability, and generally domin- 
eering conduct. 

When Parliament rose. Brougham paid a 

visit to Scotland, where he was entertained 

at great houses and received with imbounded 

enthusiasm by the populace, who knew him 
by reputation rather than at firet hand. 
They^ were proud of his ability and public 
services, and unaware of his peculiari- 
ties or indifferent to them. At Inverness, 
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Brougham delivered a speech which excited 
a storm by the remark that the GU>yei*nment 
had done *' too much rather than too little." 
Seeing that he had made a mistake, the 
Chancellor endeavoured at other meetings to 
retrieve himself by goin^ on an opposite 
tack. *^ Using Radical language at one 
place, employing Conservative arguments at 
another, he amaced and alarmed the friends 
who were not merely amused at his eccen- 
tricity." Suddtoly^ in November, Kin2 
William dismis&ed his Whig Ministers, and 
asked the Duke of Wellington to form an. 
administration. Wellington sent for Sir 
Robert Peel, who was at Kome^ and Peel, on 
his return, advised a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment. The oountr]^, liowever, resented the 
action of the Soverei^, and failed to return 
a Conservative majority. 



From the "Inverness Courier," 
1834. 

January 1. — ^A dinner in the Macdonell Arms at 
Invergarry was held to celebrate Uie marriage 
of young Qlengany to Miss Bennet, niece of 
the late Bishop of Cloyne. Mr Qrant of 
Glenmoriston presided. 

January 1 and 8. — An atrocious murder was per- 
petrated near Elgin on Saturday, 28th Decem- 
ber. An industrious man named Ritchie, re- 
siding at Lhanbryde, was killed by a blow from 
a bludgeon as he was on his way home from 
the town. The motive was evidently robbery. 
His murderer turned out to be a deserter 
named Noble, who after the crime re-enlisted 
under another name, and was apprehended at 
Fort-George. 

January 8. — The question of admitting reporters 
and the public to the meetings of the new 
Town Councils was discussed in many places. 
Some Councils opened their doors, some did 
not. **Wlien the present Town Council of 
Inverness came into office^" says the editor, 
**the question of open meetings was canvassed. 
We confess we thought the Council might 
safely oi)en their doors, for veir few would 
have time ur inclination to attend; but it was 
deemed best, for some time at least, till the 
members were famiUarised with municipal 
business and details, to exclude even reporters 
for the local papers. It was agreed, however, 
to let the Council books be open for inspection 
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at the Town Clerk's office, and we accordingly 
tansfer the minutea of the respective meetings 
to our odumns. Perhaps this is as much as 
the public will tolerate. If we were disposed 
and enabled to give the conversation that 
passes around the Council table, we are con- 
fident that it would be read by none but the 
members themselves." These were the muni- 
cipal and editorial views of 1834. 

January 15. — An Inverness vessel, the **Oak," 
went to Portmaibomack to loaa grain, and 
when lying in the bay during rough weather, 
lost one of her boats, and was afterwards 
driven ashore. Five lives were lost. 

January 22. — ^"In looking over some old business 
letters lately we were surprised, under so late 
a date as 1805, to find a gentleman in Ross- 
shire write in the following strain : — *I expect 
to be in Inverness on my way South on Mon- 
day, and should be glad if vou could fall in 
with travelling companions for me, either to 
go in a chaise or on horseback, as it is dull 
travelling alone.* We have now four coaches 
running South — the ADail, the Defiance, and 
the Star, daily, and the CaledoniaA coach by 
the Highland Itoad, tlvnce every week in sum- 
mer and twice in winter." 

January 29. — ^'The fine lordship of Lochaber, 
which from the associations of song and music 
seems part of the classic ground of Scotland, 
has, we understand, been disposed of in the 
following manner: — ^The first portion that 
was sold (which is the second in point of value) 
was purchased by Mr Walker of Crawford- 
town, Dumfries-shire; the next lot was dis- 
posed of to Lochiel and Sir Duncan Cameron 
of Fassf em ; and the largest and best lot was 
sold last week to Lord Aboyne." A para- 
graph in another issue says that the town of 
Fort- William was part of the lot that fell to 
Sir Duncan Cameron. 

Ibi(}.-.I)jed, at Qeanies House, Ross-shire, on 
the 21st curt., Donald Madeod, Esq. of 
Qeanies, late Sheriff of Ross and Cromarty, in 
the 89th year of his age. A paragraph says— 
'*This respected gentleman held the office of 
Sheriff-Depute of the counties of Ross and 
Qromarty during a period of 59 years ; that 
of Convener of Ross-shire during 40 years, and 
that oi Vice-Lieutenant of the same couiuty 
while Lord Seaforth was Lord-lieutenant. 
His energetic activity and sound judgment 
were remarkably conspicuous at those periods 
when the public safety required the measures 
of the Qovemment to be promptly and strictly 
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executed; and the Militia, Volnnteen, and 
local Militia forces were succeisively embodied 
under his ^^nmediate superintendencei He 
himself commanded a body of a thousand men. 
diilbinguijihed by their fine appeamnce ana 
discipline.'" 
Ibid. — ^The idea of having a University estab- 
lished at Inverness, with the possible aid of 
the Mackintosh, Bell, and other endowments, 
was at this time broached by the Town 
Oouncil. Now and again the same idea has 
since been revived, but has never come to any- 
thing. 
Ibid.— The Rev. Wm. Mackenzie of Tongue, in 
Sutherland, died on the 6th inst., at uie age 
of 96, and in the sixty-seventh year of hi* 
ministry. He was a native of Kilmuir, in 
RoBS-shire, and was settled in Tongue in 1769. 
A co-Presbyter contributes su account <^ his 
character and labours. Mr Mackenzie was an 
earnest and zealous preacher, and had laboured 
with great siicoess in Tonsue. During the 
last seven or eight years of his life he was 
totally blind, but he would not give up preach- 
ing. Even within four weeks of his death he 
preached sitting in his arm-chair in his dining- 
room. 
February 5. — A native of Skye, Mr Donald Mac- 
diarmid, who died in South CSarolina, sent 
during his lifetime £1000 to be devoted to 
education in Portree, and bequeathed a seccmd 
sum of £1000 for the same purpose. 
February 6 and 12. — There are notices in these 
two issues of the Rev. Thomas Fraser, senior 
minister of Inverness, who died on the 3rd 
inst. He wae a native of the parish of Kirk- 
hill, and in his sixty-ninth year. Mr Fraser 
was appointed to ^e third charge of Inverness 
in 1801 and to the first in 1821. "During all 
this period he discharged the duties of his 
office with unremitting diligence, not only 
preaching regularly in nis turn, but catechis- 
ing his people, visiting the sick, superintend- 
ing the schools, assisting in the management 
of the other public institutions, and attending 
particularly to the poor, whom he had the 
greater access to know from his having acted 
many years as Elirk-lYeasuier. The leading 
features of his mind were a just and practical 
judgment, uncompromising integrity, and a 
delicate sense of justice." 
February 12. — ''Died, at Dochnalurg, near the 
banks of Loch-Ness, on Sunday last, Mr Alex- 
ander Fraser, tacksman of that plaoe^ and of 
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TuioW nlBOB fiBO^If IB tlUB BClfjIlMMlUOOd. 

Mr FxMcr vw aat^or of a tvMti» ott ti» 
mtvil hiicarT of the afaBoa. pabfiriied ktelf* 
vliicfa ooDtafnti a gr«At deal of iiuiui and 
rafadble Batter, glouied froa tW cbaertiftiBB 
of a loo^ coune 61 Tcan." TW deeeaaady it 
it rtatcd, acquired the aHeeoi of all wbo ~ 
bim hj litia actire exertiraa and kii honea 
ri^t/cbuact«r. ^Ofaor a pcnoo wham 
Bcaa or pUmuif fed to tisH the biaiii ifaJ 
acenefT aimdst which Mr Fraaer'a lot waa oaat^ 
vin Bgh to think that their inteflifcnt and 
kind entertainer is at fen^th aaniMHied to hia 
final roft. Mr Fimaer waa in his 71st jear."* 
This gentleman waa the father of the late Dr 
Fruer-Mackintoth. M.P. 

Hud. — A paragraph is qnoted from an Elgin 
paper nnder the heading *^iinexampfed economy 
worchj of imitation.** The two senior bailies 
of the hnrgh went on behalf of the town to 
Losaiemoath to meet the gentlemen appointed 
to stake off the ground for a propoeed new 
harfaoor. The woithv Magistrates walked the 
whole distance, ^re miles out and Hx^ milea 
home, and onlr spent one shilling I This ex- 
penditme consirted of sixpence for whislgr end 
the other sixpence to the waiter. 

March &— On the motion of Mr Sinclair, M.P. 
for Outhness, the House of ODmmons ap- 
pointed a Select Committee to consider the 
past and present state of the law of Church 
patronage in Scotland. 

Mardi 19.— **The subject of Chnrdi patronage 
is at present exciting much interest in Sc(^ 
land. So far as we luire been able to ascertain 
the sentiments of the people in this Northern 
paii of the Kingdom, a general wirii appears 
to be entoiained for some modification of the 
present system, without, however, rushing to 
tbe opposite extreme of popnUur election.** 
The Mmisters of the Crown were supposed to 
be in favoiir of a veto on tbe rights of patrons. 
The Inverness Town Council ad<^ted a series 
of resolutions suggesting that presentations 
should be made by delegates representing the 
heritors, the Elirk-Session, and male heaids of 
families. 

Ibid. — ^"The street lamps of this town [Inver- 
ness] bein^ superseded by gas, were, of course, 
tluwn aside. But keep a thing, says the pro- 
verb, seven years, and it will come of use. The 
good fo]k» of Nairn have purchased part of the 
disused illuminants, and thirty more have been 
sent to enlighten the inhabitants c^ Tain." 
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Harob 26. — ''The expense of executing criminali 
condemned to death at tlie Oircuit Goizrt has 
hitherto been a burden on this burgh." This 
is the text of a letter from the Provost of In- 
verness to the Lord Advocate. The Provost 
urges that the expense should be borne by the 
Exchequer or by the county where the crime 
was committed. 

Ibid. — ^A committee of the fanning societies of 
Easter and Wester Ross resolved to hold a 
joint show at Invergorden. 

April 2. — "Died, at Dumfries, on Wednesday, 
tbe^26th ult., Mrs Bobert Bums, widow of 
our great national poet. Her health was con- 
siderably injured by a serious illness about 
twelve months ago, from which, however, she 
gradually recovered. On Saturday last she 
had a paralytic attack which deprived her of 
speech and hearing; but she remained per- 
fectly sensible, and knew the relations and 
friends who zealously ministered to her com* 
fort." Mrs Bums had survived her husband 
thirty-eight years. 

April 9.-— There is an article on steam navi- 
gation in the North, explaining a scheme to 
establish a vessel to ply between the Moray 
Firth and London. There is also a suggestion 
for steam communication between Inverness 
and Liverpool, to connect with the coach at 
the latter port. By this route, it is stated, 
the mails could be carried in 57 hours. ''Now 
the mail which leaves London at 8 o'clock 
p.m. on Monday does not reach Inverness until 
9 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, or in 73 hours, 
sixteen more than miglit be occupied if the 
giant steam were brought into the field." 

April 16. — '*The workmen on the Inverness 
Oftstlehill have, at the distance of about ten 
feet below the surface, come upon part of the 
ancient foundations of the Castle. Another 
sku^l has been ding up." 

April 23. — ^At the Synod of Moray a motion was 
carrier], by 28 votes to 9, that the presentation 
of Mr Grant to the parish of Petty should be 
sustained, llie case had created a good deal 
of local excitement. 

April 30. — The following were the wages at the 
half-yearly feeing market: — Able, experienced 
ploughmen, from £3 10s to £4 10s; half- 
fl^own men for working odd horses, 50s to £3 ; 
nerd boys from 26s to 308 ; women for dairy 
and out-work from 25s to 30s. 
May 7. — 'Triday last was a grand gala day in 
Inverness. Two public edifices have been con- 
templated here for some time — tiie County 
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\ul g MiMuipU > ^IW fanit of the 
gtitxzticfi h*T*, kowTV, bwn deciisn^ far 
Ttsan. and usadr a2 inurert in it bv 
txrlnguisaed. Tbe Bmben bftre aercrd- 
Ttmotrtd to break it sp. uaa to tzwfcr 
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original gifts, however, had either been re- 
claimed or mislaid New gifts and new cases 
were added by the Field Gub. 

Ibid.— The trial of William Noble for the 
morder of William Ritchie took place at the 
Circuit Court at Invemem. He was oonvicted, 
and sentenced to be hanged at Elffin. After 
his conviction NoUe confessed toat he bad 
committed the crime. 

Ibid. — ^The Roes-shire County Meeting was held 
on the 30th of April at Dingwall. Formerly 
it had been held at Tain. Tlie Sheriff stated 
that he had called the meeting at Dingwall for 
the convenience of gentlemen of the western 
district. There waa no Act fixing a head 
burgh. Tain protested. 

Ibid. — A movement was on foot for bringing 
mails by the Highland Road. The mau 
coaches, however, were exempt from tolls, 
while the county of Inverness derived £300 a 
year from the tolls paid by the Osdedonian 
coach. There was difficulty in proposing to 
bring the mail coach toll free, and the county 
meeting appointed a committee to coqsider the 
subject. 

May 14. — At the close of the Circuit Court the 
previous week, the Lord Justice-Clerk recom- 
mended that the Northern Counties should 
unite in erecting a large district Jail. The 
county of Inverness, at a meeting on the 13th 
inet., instructed the Sheriff and Convener to 
oorrespoDd on the subject with the members 
of Parliament and the Sheriffs and Conveners 
of other counties in the district. 

May 28. — ^A party of scienUfic gentlemen paid a 
visit to the county of Sutherland to investi- 
gate its natural history. They took with them 
a light boat, supported on springs and fitted 
to a carriage, to enable them to examine lakes 
which womdf be otherwise inaccessible. Th* 
party consisted of Mr Selby of Twizell, Sir 
William Jardine, Dr Greville, and Mr James 
Wilson. 

June 4. — ^The announcement is made of the seces- 
sion of four members of the Gk)vemmeut on 
account of a proposal for the appropriation ol 
Irish Church property. 

Ibid. — ^The Veto Act was adopted bv the Qeneral 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. In the 
division 184 voted for the motion as against 
138 for an amendment ^ving the people a 
qualified riffht of objection. At tne same 
Aaeembly, the Presbytery of Inverness was in- 
structed to proceed with the settlement of Mr 
Orant in the parish of Petty. 
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Ibid. — WiUiant Noble wiu) eiecutol at Elgin dd 
die 3lBt of Muv for murder He vu onl; 
twenty years of age. It IB stated that tJwce 
bad not been an eiwution in Elgin (or up- 
wards of seventy yfars. Tbe biuigtnan wna 
procured from Dundee at tlie charge of £12, 
exduBivu of travelling expenses. Tlie SMoe 
functionary officiated at Aberdeen. "This plan," 
»fty> a paragraph, "of engaging atecutioners 
only when required, and not for life, accord- 
'-- ■) tlie aacient ii . . „ 



become eeueraL ft will be a great suving to 
the hnrgliB, and two or three hangmen wiU do 
for all Scotland." 



June 11. — lite publicntion of a con 
to the Htghluiida and Islands, 
Qeorge and Pet«r Anderson, ib a 
thia iR8ue as about to take plaee 
the finit edition oi the work, and i 
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by Hfmn 

luatinced ID 

rhii waa 

still prized 



1 happens to poaseBB a copy. 
Tlie Guide hiruished Hugh Miller with the 
key to his geological observations. The book 
was written by men of exceptional culture aod 
knowledge of the Highlunds, and ia packed 
with valuable infomiation. 

Ibid. — The Inverness Tonvn Council, on th« 
raotion of the Provoit, agreed to admit tlis 
pnblic to their sittings. At the tieit meeting 
the pnblic consiBtsd of one citizen and two rft- 
porten. 

June 18.— The Right Hon. Robert Grant, Judge- 
Advocate, brother of Lord Glenelg, ««a ap. 
pointed tiuveruor of Bouibiij. The salary waa 
£12,000 per annum. 

Ibid. — There is a report frnni a committee of 
Town Council on the Woodeo Bridge (it w 
called "tbe New Bridge") and the udminiatra- 
tion of the account bv the town. It appear* 
that in 1604 Menra' Lockhort Kinloch and 
Pet«r Anderson took a lease of the land* of 
Herkinch front the propriutor, Mr Fraaer of 
Torbreck, for 300 years. Tliey granted feo 
tacka and building leases, and made pro- 
posals to the Maf^tratea of Inverness to have 
the lands brought ivithin the extended 
Royalty, aJid to nave a bridge built. Ulti- 
mately the tenants of Herkinch agreed to bnild 
the Wooden Bridge at their own expense, wit^ 
the aid o( voluntary aubacriptione, and to band 
it over to the ProvoEt und MngistrateB, who 
obtained an Act of Parliament for the pur- 
poae. The original cost of the bridge is said 
to have been above £2000. and during IIm 
next twenty-five years the town expended id 
repftirs no less t^an £2580, independent o* 



inUrert. A toll was levied, the average pro> 
duoe of «liioli «M £58 a jreor. 

Ibid. — A LYown preseutiition vw is«ued tnt» 
terring the Rev. Alexander Clark (rom th» 
third to ihe first ministerial cliarge of the 
Churcb luid parish of InTerucas, vicsut by l^e 
deAtii of tlie late Rev. Thomas Fraier, 

Juoe 85. — There i> an account at rejoidtigt ia 
Locbsber to welcome Locbiel and his wife. 
Lady Vere Cameron, aistcr of I be Earl of 
BDckinghamBliire, who ira» iatroduoed to the 
CliLo for the fiist time. A large gathering of 
clansman took place, each wearing a ■prig of 
oak in his bonnet. The Hocdomildi of Smp- 
poch oLme down (jom Qlen-8pean wearing the 
heather and oak entwined aa emblematic of 
tiio good understanding which bail existed be- 
Iweeu the two clans. 

July 2. — Disease had appeared in the potato crop, 
but it was not genenil, and excited curiosit; 
rather than anxiet)'. 

July 9, — A memorial was forwarded to the 
Treasury by the Magistrate! and Town Oouncd 
of InTerness in favour of the tranimisaion of 
the South mail direct from Perth to InveraefeK 
by the Highland fioad. "We have fre- 
quentty," says the editor, "taken occasitin to 
odven to ibe advantages such a change would 
confer on the whole of the Nortbein Counties. 
The arrangement under which tlie mail is con- 
veyed from Kdiaburgh to this place has for 
many years been the subject of complaint and 
lemooxt ranee. The only coach by which it 
ia carried traverses the road along the eastern 
uojst, and by this route Pertli is more thsu 
200 inilvs distant from Inverness, while by the 
gieot Highland mad the distance ia only 115 
miles. A stage coacli has been run lor several 
Tears on llie Highland rood; it is kent tn the 
li.ghxst state of repair, and has tecently under- 
gone some extensive improvements. It has 
niso been Icund by experience that it is less 
liable to hv obstrocted m winter by s: 
the pre«eut msll road." 

Ibid. — Mr Guudocre, a lecturer t 

■uggested the erection of an observatory on the 
site of tile United Charitiea School, then in 
progress of erection. He offered the proceeds 
of tile lecture as a dunntion to the proposed 
scheme. In tlie next issue an appeal waa niada 
for subscriptions by the Rev. Mr Fyrie and 
Mr George Anderson. 

Jnlv 16. — Bvsignatioa of the Prime Minister, 
I'Url Urey. and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
[oer, Loiil Althor|», on account of differ- 
u the Cabinet reluling to the Irish ijues- 
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Ibid. — The Inverness Sheep and Wool Market 
was held the previous week. On wool there 
was a rise of almost 3s per stone; a consider- 
able advance on ewes and lambs, and a sUffht 
advance on wedders. Cheviot wedders fetched 
from 22s to 31s; ewes from 136 6d to 21s; 
lambs from Ss 6d to lis 6d. Blackfaced wed- 
ders fetched from 166 to 22s; ewes from 10s 
to 13s; Iambs from 6s to 8b 6d. Cheviot 
washed wool fetched from 21s to 24s 6d ; un- 
washed from 186 to 21s ; cross from 16s to 20s ; 
coarse laid from lis to 12s; unlaid from 13s 
to 14s. The market waa stiff. 

July 23. — ^Lord Melbourne aucceeded Earl Grey 
as Premier. "Lord Melbourne is an amiable, 
accomplished nobleman, but we suspect he 
wants weight to rule and consolidate the 
Cabinet. He has long been at the head of the 
faahionable world; but we have yet to leam 
that his lordship can, like Charles James Fox, 
unite the opposite characters of leader of the 
haui ton and first Minister of England." Lord 
Althorp remained in office as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

August 6. — ^A suspension bridge was thrown 
across the river on the east side of the Islands 
in 1828, but the funds were inadequate to pro- 
vide one on the western side. '^Additional 
subscriptions," we are now informed^ "have 
since been obtained, and a contract has been 
entered into for the erection of a suspension 
bridge on the western bank, which will con- 
nect the beautiful walks on botb sides, and 
form a fine ornament to the town." 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that the great bulk of the 
Clan Chisholm had emigrated some years be- 
fore to America, and tlmt **the major part of 
the small remainder" were now settled on the 
estate of Lovat. "These good people, says a 
correspondent, hearing that Mrs Gooden, the 
daughter of the late Alex. Chisholm of 
Chisholm, who died in 1793, was making a 
tour in these parts, assembled on Friday, 18th 
ult., at the bridge of Struy, to pay their re- 
spects to her in passing, and after drinking 
her health with three heartfelt cheers, 
separated for their respective homes. It was 
a meeting of the deepest interest on both 
sides." 

Ibid. — ^This issue records tlie death of a rejected 
townsman, who had held the <^ce of Con- 
vener of the Incorporated Trades for seventeen 
years, and was accordingly known as Con- 
vener Alexander Williamson. He had carried 
OB for upwards of forty years a successful 
business as cabinet-maker and upholsterer, 
and died in the 62nd year of his age. The 
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funeral was on an impressive scale. ''Each 
Incorporation went in the following order. 
Officer — Apprentices, four and four^-Jonmey- 
men, four and four — present and late Box- 
masters. Afterwards the five Deacons, the 
old and new Conveners, and the Qeneral Box- 
master. The Magistrates, preceded by the 
town's <^cers, next walked in procession, and 
a large concourse of persons resident in the 
town and neighbourhood followed the body 
and the family mourners.'* 

August 13. — ^A suoceesful show of stock for the 
counties of Ross and Cromartv was held at 
Invergordon. At the dinner, nowever, there 
was talk of agricultural distress. It was said 
that this distress "was seen and felt in every 
rural district throughout the kingdom." 

Aimist 20. — ^The publication is announced of the 
Guide to the Highlands by Messrs Qeorge and 
Peter Anderson. **It is a complete work," 
sajs the editor in a preliminary notice, ''full of 
information on nil points interesting to the 
tourist, and, independently of its possessing 
the usefulness of an itinerary and guide book, 
it may be considered as affording an introduc- 
tion to the temple of science, by its copious 
appendices on the ^ology, botany, natural 
history, and antiquities of the Highlands." A 
fuller notice appears in the following issue. 

Ibid.— The number of visitors at Strathpeffer is 
so great that ''half-a-guinea and even a guinea 

Ser week have been given for a bed in small 
ark rooms with earthem floofs.*' 

August 27. — It is recorded that the Duchess 
Countess of Sutherland, then in her 70th year, 
had just completed a tour of her great High- 
land property. "It is worthy of remark that 
her Grace travelled over the whole of this tour 
in her carriage, whereas a few years since the 
county was only accessible by boat, on foot, 
or on ponies, attended by guides to point out 
the way and render assistonce through bogs 
and morasses." 

September 3. — ^Lord Brougham passed throuffh 
Inverness on this date on his way to visit the 
Duke and Duchess of Sutherland at Dunrobin. 
The two previous diays he spent at Livereshie, 
the shooting quarters of the Right Hon. 
Edward Ellice, and at the Doune of Rothie- 
murchus, the «mramer residence of the Duchess 
of Bedford. The Lord Chancellor's Northern 
tour excited intense interest. His carriage 
arrived at Millbum, Inverness, at half-past 
four o'clock "this day," Wedneisday, Septem- 
ber 3. He was met by the Provost and Magi- 
strates, the Trades Incorporations, with ban- 
ners displayed, and a large number of the in- 
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babtUoU. The pmceiiMoti aoooBi{Miiied lam 
to the CaJedoniuk Hotel, and iboftly after- 
wards hie lordship entered the Northern Meet- 
ing Rooms, to reoeire an addreai and the free- 
&m of the bareh. The preeentatioq was niAde 
bj ProTost John Macknisie, and Lord 
Broogham replied in what is Ascribed as "« 
diort hot eloquent and emnhatic address.* 
He began br saying that the distmction whidi 
the borgh nad conferred vpon him was doe 
in the &st place to the fact that he had the 
honour of serring a monarch who fired in the 
heaits of his cnbjects. *^e had enjojed the 
honour of senring that Prince for neany fonr 
years, and daring that time he had experi- 
enced from lus Majes^ only one series of 
nacions condescension, confidence, and favour. 
To find that he lived in the hearts of his lojal 
sabjecie in the ancient and important capital 
of the Highlands, as it had afforded him 
(Lord Broogham) only pure and unmixed satis- 
faction, would, he was confident, be so re- 
ceived by his Majesty, when he told him, as 
he woold do by that night's post, of the grati- 
fying drcnmstance." His lordship went on to 
say that if he had any personal claim to the 
hcmoiir which the borgh had conferred npon 
him, it arose from the part he had taken in 
SQcb public qnestimis as negro emancipatiMi, 
reform in Parliament and the mnnidpaliUes, 
and in the edocation of the people. 'To those 
questions," he continued, *1 have been a 
xealous friend, and I will continue the same as 
long as life is preserved to me. In d(ung so I 
meet with notning but support, kindness, and 
assistance from the worthy and powerful pari 
of the community; from others I meet with 
nothing but revilings, misrepresentation, and 
calumny. I cannot say that these have anv 
effect upon me, for in truth I regard them with 
perfect indifference. The people now think 
for themselves, and wUl not take opmions 
from others, be they priests, peers, or printers 
— at the same time reverencinflr their priests, 
honouring their peers, and taking every op- 
portunity — and God knows thev cannot go to 
a better source — of deriving iniormation from 
the liberty of the press, and the fullest and 
most unrestrained aiK^us8ion.*' The speaker 
then went on to state what work had been 
aocomplished during the past session, loci- 
dentally he said that his own opinion was that 
the (Government had "done too much rather 
than too little.'* He was criticised for this 
sayinff, and subsequent speeches had a more 
radicd complexion. 
September lO.^On the 4th inet Lord Brougham 
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was houonred in the same way at DinffwaH. 
He started early from Inverness in order to 
reach Dunrobin in the evenins, and the cere- 
mony at Dingwall took place shortly after ten 
o'clock a.m. His stay at Danrobin extended 
only from Thursday to Monday. On the fore- 
noon of the latter day he received deputa- 
tions from Wick, Dornoch, Tain, and Cromarty, 
who presented him with the freedom of their 
respective burghs. On his way south he 
stayed a night at Beaufort Castle. Continu- 
ing his journey, he was honoured with civic 
presentations at Nairn, Forres, Elgin, and 
Aberdeen. The editor of the ''Courier/ in a 
pen-and-ink sketch, commends Lord Brougham's 
speech at Inverness and the manner of its de- 
livery. He says, however, that '*the Chancel- 
lor's profession of independence, and of disre- 
gard for the opinions of both Tory and 
Kadical, struck us as being overcharged and 
out of place." 

Ibid. — 'The Lord Chancellor, while in Inverness 
last week, suppHed himself largely with the 
Highland tartan, havins purchased a great 
variety of the different c&n patterns, in velvet 
and worsted, for waistooats, trousers, and 
ladies' dresses. The draper (Mr Maodougall) 
who furnished the ffoods was delijghted to find 
that his lordship knew the various patterns 
of the clans, and the tailor was no less proud 
at having spanned the waist of the Lord 
Chancellor." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a short memoir 
of Thomas TeHord, the engineer of the Cale- 
donian Canal and other great works, who had 
passed away at the affe of seventy-seven. He 
was a native of Laognolm, in Dumfries-shire, 
and rose from bein^ a stone mason to the top of 
his profession as a civil engineer. The "Conner" 
mentions that in his vouth he was only 
distinguished for his proficiency in cuttine the 
letters on tombstones. "He was sedulous, 
however, in availing himself of every oppor- 
tunity ojf improving his mind, and the life of 
a stone-mason is so far favourable to this, that 
it affords many vacant hours, especially in 
winter. By toe light of his evening fire, 
Thomas Telford mastered many a volume, and 
he dbo became distinguished over the country- 
side for his powers as a rhymester." Though 
he gave up versifying, he did not lose interest 
in poetry. He was one of a band of friends 
who exerted themselves to publish the first 
collected edition of Bums's works, to which Dr 
Ourrie contributed his Memoir, and which 
realised a sum of nearly £3000 for the poet's 
widow and famfly. Telford was also a good 
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friend to Ilioinat Campbell and Robert 
Sonthej. Tbe fizmt emplojiDeat which ha ob- 
tained in London wma an aMgagonani aa a 
eonieyman maaon at the boildiiw of SosMnai 
ooae. "When walking akmg the Stiaod, ha 
used occaeionallT to point out to hia fricndi 
the particvUr portions of this ffreai '***^**H 
t tn ict w e he had assisted to bmn. The afdu- 
tect. Sir William Chamhen, aooo d iaeu f oi e d 
Telford's merit, and promoted him to the orcr- 
seorship of different oarts of the wnk. Hia 
rise was rapid when he was once Hfted abota 
the level of the mallet and the troweL* 

September 17. — This imne containa the taxi of 
the addresses which were prea ented to Lord 
Broagham by the Xorthem Bughs, and 
accoonts of his receptions at Nairn and Fonea. 

Ibid. — The moTement of visitors to and from 
shooting quarters is noticed. '*C^itain ()nDa»* 
sars one pangraph. **has jost retomed froaa 
his shooting qnarters at Poolewe. on the eatafee 
of Sir Francis A. Mackeniie ol Gairloch, where 
he has had excellent sport, having also killed 
upwards of 100 salmon and nnrijr doidile 
that number of yea trout, on Sir FraodiTs 
famous river, the Ewe.* 

Seotember 24. — There is a report of a great 
dinner given to Eari Grey at Edinburgh. The 
Earl of Rosebery was in the chair, ud gave 
the toast of the evening. **The rn>Iy off Cord 
Grev waa admirable for its good taala and 
good feeling. The venerable stateamaa haa 
made his acknowledgements, and taken his 
leave with all the gloxr c^ the aucoeaafol 
patriot and the accomplianed mator." 

Ibid. — ^''Died. at Sciberscross, Sutfaerlandshire, 
on 6th September. Mr James Hall, tackaman 
of that place, in the 64th vear of hia age. Hr 
Hall was a native of the lk>rder, and waa one 
of the first who introduced the improved 
mtem of sheep-farming into the Highlanda. 
His general intelligence, integrity, and kind- 
ness of disposition made him much cateeoied 
and respected by his frieods and acquaint- 



October 1.— Hie Northern Meeting held the pre- 
vious week was well attended. Tverr soc- 
ceeding year seems to add to the numoer of 
visitors from the South, anxious to tXfAiom 
the Highlands, and a few of these remained 
to be present at our festival." The Meeting 
extended over three days, from Wednesdav 
to Friday, a dinner and' ball being held each 
evening. The larsest attendance waa on the 
Friday evening, when Gluny Mbcpheraon waa 
in the chair, aod about 160* ladiea and gentlo- 
men were preaeoL 
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Ibid. — ^A public meeting was held at InvemeM 
to oo-operate with the General Ajsembly in 
an effort for the extension of Chnrch aocom- 
modation. T^e Rev. Mr dark said it was 
intended, as soon as a reasonable sum could 
be obtained, to begin the building of a chnrch 
for 1800 sitters. 

October 8. — ^It is meotioned that the Duke of 
Bedford, accompanied by his son, Lord Alex- 
ander Russell, and Mr Edwin Laadseer, the 
distinguished artist, had arrived at Inverness 
from Dunn^in. On their way they visited 
the falls of Kilmorack and the scenery io the 
neighbourhood. 

Octol^ 16. — Great improvements had been 
made in the condition of El^n Cathedral, 
through the liberality of the^Board of Woods 
and Forests, directed by the taste of Mr Reid, 
the King's architect for Scotland. The keeper 
of the Miilding, John Shanks, who had spent 
much time in clearing rubbish from the build- 
ing, was ffreatly delighted with the renova- 
tion. He oad oow but two causes of regret ; 
one wasi that Sir Walter Scott had never 
visited the Cathedral, the other that Lord 
Brougham had passed through the town with- 
out going to see it. If Scott had come John 
was conmient that the fame of the building, 
and perhaps his own name with it, would 
have ^ne down to posterity '^foaming like a 
tpeat m some of the 'novells.'" As for Lord 
Brouffham, ''John had the chapter house 
sortea up in fine order for the expected vnrit, 
and intended to ask his lordship to sit down 
in the grand high stone seat, where the 
Bishop <Med to sit with all hn Deans and 
clerks around him.'* Alas for the vanity of 
human wishes. 
Ibid. — ^A weekly paper published io Elgin, en- 
titled the *%lgin Courier," terminated its 
existence after a life of seven years. The 
copyright was sold for £5, and the plant for 
£1^. The late Mr James Grant, of the 
"Morning Advertiser," besan his career on the 
''Elgin Uourier," but had left it some time 
before its demise. In his History of the 
Newspaper Press he mentions that the gentle- 
man who bought the copyright of the old 
journal started a oew one under the name of 
the ''Elgin Courant,*' which still flourishes. 
Ibid. — Cholera had reappeared this year in In- 
verness. One of its victims was a young 
medical practitioner, William Kennedy, son 
of the Hev. Mr Kennedy, minister of the 
Independent Chafpel in Inverness. He had 
received a shock to his fystem br dressing the 
body of a gentleman who died ol the dlMtse. 
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Ibid. — There it a lepon of a dinner gi]Kn on 
the 13th int. at Sn^^naie to the iMe of 
Gonioa. "-Pait of the yrTLwiiini of the 
Duke harini: ^"*^ ^^ other hmda, ^ 
gaaOaum ^ Badenoch reeolred to teetifT 
their leny e ct and attachment to hit Graee, 
nnder vhoae liniilT the eoontiy had for oen- 
tiuha cnjored protection. faTonr. mad n^ 
port."* Ine enteitaianwat was giTcn in the 
AnmblT Hill,— Omr M i p b e i acia in the 
chair. 'The tickets 'were confined to the 
^^gentfesaea of Badenoch,"* and aboot aerentj 
were prennt. A caTskade of horseiBen, az^ 
io number, met the Doke abovt ogfai mii» 
from Kingnmie, and another Luge bodr on 
foot, with pipes pkring and fl^ waring, 
marched out to a point hslf-war b e laMP 
KingiBBe and BdleriUe. The Dnke drofve np 
in a caniage and foar. "Three of the betft 
looking Higfikndrrs came ont of the nmks, 
and, producing a bottle and riaee- reqpe rted 
hit GrMe to aeoepft a dram. 'Hie reqneet was 
made in Gadie. hot CTanr acted as inter* 
piHer. The Duke dxank the heakhs of sH 
pretent. the pipes pbjed up Taihe PhiionnM,* 
the banners were lowered, and as if br one 
impulse the men doffed their bonoeta. the 
lafiea wared their handkerchiefs, and tha 
whole people gare a long and kmd cheer, 
which mojft tere startled the shmbning 
echoes of the hills of Badenoch. This en- 
thnsiaam was tnlj dectrical; the Doke shed 
tears, and the people were emufir tonched.* 
The hones wen then imroked, and tiie car- 
riage drawn to Kingnssie. It is sseiitioned 
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that the flag of the MacphenoM was an 
object of attraction; it waa pierced with 
several mruket balla, received cniefly at- the 
battle of Falkirk in the '46. A body off 
BeventY fine lookins Highlanders, arrayed in 
the kilt, snrroandea this relic The epeechea 
at the dinner are reported to the length of 
three columns. Dr Carmthers afterwards de- 
scribed the scene io his Highland Notebook, 
from which a passage is quoted in the Intro- 
duction to the first rolnme of *<The Northern 
Highlands.'' 

Ibid. — ^The Nairnshire Missionary Society met 
at Nairn, and voted to varioos objects sub- 
scriptions to the amount of £30. 

Ibid. — Much reg^t was expressed that Mr John 
Mackenzie, banker, foood it necessary to re- 
sign the office of Provost of Inverness on 
account of ill-health. He was the first Pro- 
vost elected under the Reform Act, and en- 
joyed the full support of the Council end 
community. 

November &. — **The Gk>vemment is in a wrt of 
abevance, or is wholly in the hands of tte 
Duke of Wellington." A messenger had been 
despatched for Sir Robert Peel, who was in 
Rome, and the Duke held the chief place and 
several other offices until Peel's arrival. 

Ibid. — ^We are informed in this number that the 
streets of Inverness were admirably paved, 
and might challenge comparison witn any 
other burgh in the Kingdom. The town had 
also boasted for years of being one of the 
best lighted in the country, but recently the 
Gas Company had been loem^ seriouslv by the 
street lamps, and the service had been re- 
duced. The Council was restricted to a sum 
of £200 as the maximum assessment, and 
they could not give more without adopting the 
Police Act. 

December 3. — ^A dissolution of Parliament is 
anticipated, but as yet there is no certainty. 
Prospective candidates, however, are issuing 
their addresses. Mr Charles Grant is asain 
to stand for the county of Inverness, and is 
to be opposed by MSacleod of Madeod. 

Ibid. — "We leaFD that a branch of the Com- 
mercial Bank is to be established in a few 
weeks at Cromarty. The Bank has nominated 
Robert Rom, Esq., affent, and Mr Hn^h 
Miller, accountant. The latter ap^intment will 
give much pleasure to all the numerous friends 
of 'the Journeyman Mason.' We see no 
fear of Mr Miller falling into the error depre- 
cated by Pope — ^'To pen a stanza when ha 
should engross' — and as the blasts of winter 
have now come into play, the snug counting 
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and the pea wiH be bo 
exdittige for (he MDnde and the Balki? 

Dteeaber 10.— The kwls of Olmdik, m the 
Ide of Skjre, wen latelj exposed to mkt at 
£7513, bei^ 26 jeen* pardnae, aad were aold 
at £8620, abont 30 jeazi* pvrebaae. 

December 17.— The In T crn ia a Towb Cbocil 
net, and after Rcofding their appredatioo of 
the aerricc* of the retiriiig Ptoroat, elected 
aa his saoceeKn- the aeaior Bailie, Mr John 
Fraaer. This gentkmaB ms the father of 
the late Ber. Dr Donald Fraaer, of iBTcrBeas 
aad Marylebone. Id aoceptiiig oiBoe, the 
new ProToat said lie had the misfort«e to 
be elected at a period of great piJitical cxeite- 
ment, and he feared he most eome far short 
of the ex pectation of some of his friends in 
this respect; for he ntnst admovledge it waa 
his own sense of propriety that he woold best 
consult the honour and effidencr of his station 
bj abstaining from taking anj prominent or 
actire part in the present poHtical contest.** 

December 24. — ^This issue contains a list of the 
new Ministers, headed by Sir Robert Peel aa 
First Lord of the Trcasnry and Chancdkr of 
the Exchequer. It also contains Fed's ad d r e s s 
to the electors of Tsmworth, wiuth. fcnrmed 
his manifesto. A dissohition of Parliament 
was known to be imminent, and candidates 
were bosj. Mr Edward Ellioe, jvnior (after- 
wards member for the St Andrews Bivghs), 
had resolred to contest the Inremess Borghs 
with Major Oomming Bmce of DonphaiL 
In Ross-shire the cam&latcfl were Mr Stewart 
Mkckenzie of Seaforth and Mr Thomas Mac- 
kenzie of Applecross. The seats of Mr Mac- 
leod, JT. of OadboU, for SntberUnd, of Mr 
James Loch for the Northern Burghs, and of 
Mr Qeorse Sinclair for Ghithness, were be- 
liered to be secure. 

Ibid. — The property of Toibreck, near Inrer- 
ness, was sold to the trustees of the late 
Colonel Baiilie of Leys for £23,000, or about 
thirty-three years' purchase of the free rentaL 
The estate of Aberlour was purchased at a 
puUic roup by Mr Grant, late of Jamaica, for 
£15,000. 

December 31.— The Editor of the ''Courier^ in 
this issue gires the first notice of "a curious 
old Manuscript history," now known as the 
Wardlaw Manuscript. He puUished extracts 
from it in the paper, and afterwaids included 
them in his Highland Notebook. This inter- 
esting Manuscript has now been published by 
the ^sottish History Society, under the editor- 
ship of Mr William Mackay, solicitor, Inrer- 
ness. The volume was shown in 1903 at 
the HigUand and J|ux>bxte Exhibctioii. 
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No. XI. 

Tfae year 1835 was a stormy time in 
poiitios. The dismiasal of the Whig Mini- 
Btry by the Edng in the Autumn of 1834 was 
resented in the country, and the new Parlia^ 
ment, elected in the bcwdnning of 1835, still 

Sive a majoiity to the Whigs, thougji not so 
rge as before. Sir Robert Peel, as Prime 
Minister and Consenratiye leader, fought a 
long and gallant fight in the House of Com- 
mons. He was defeated once and again be- 
fore he resigned office on the 8th of April, 
and it was universally aoknowledged that he 
went out with a higher reputatk>n than when 
he entered. During the str^^ggle, Lord John 
Russell proved an active and capable leader 
of Opposition, and so greatly rose in public 
estimation. 

Lord Melbourne again became head of the 
Whig Qovei*nment as Prime Minister; Lord 
John Russell became Home Secretary and 
leader of the Commons ; Lord Palmerston be- 
came Foreign Minister; and Charles Gi*ant, 
raised to the peerage as Lord Glenelg, became 
Secietary for the Colonies. There was one 
notable change: Lord Brougham was not 
asked to join the new Government, and the 
Great Seal was placed for a time in Commis- 
sion. Brougham imagined that the omission 
would be temporary, but his old colleagues 
did not care to have him, and he was never 
asked to ti^e office again. The session was 
notable for discussions on Lrish Churdi 
affairs and for much oratory from Daniel 
O'Connell. It was made a reproach to the 
Whig Government that he gave it his support. 
The bin for the reform of the English Munioi- 
pal Corporations was violently opposed in the 
Lords, and nearly led to a quarrel between 
the Houses. It was passed at last as the re- 
sult of a oompi'omise. 

Events in Parliament are reflected in our 
local annals. On the dissolution d Parlia- 
ment Charles Grant had a stubborn fight for 
t^e representation of the County of Inver- 
ness, and only held the seat by seven votes 
against Macleod of Macleod. Soon after the 
contest Madeod died. When the new Whig 
Ministry was formed it was not considered 
derirable that Grant should again contest the 
seat. Accordingly he became Lord! Glenelg. 
For the vacancy m Inverness-shire, there waa 
a contest between He Chisbolm, in the Con- 
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of rmMtiifalw for t£* fi 
of BmiAl, TVs kasdaci were sii «p 
oo the Exekttfe. Mr Mirkiutndi af Godds 
Mu p mcd tlie rt-AtUaa d Major OoHBiBff- 
Brace ol Do^haa, whidi aas ncooded bjlfr 
Qibeaa ef BaaadHoe. Ckptaia UmSoj of 
Hedgefidd proposed Mr Edward EDke, jaakr, 
lia BMtaoa bcuig ■ wondrd bf Plo ^oe ^ naaer. 
Both caadadatoi kaTiag nolEea. a Aov of 




dared that there was a majontr tar Mr EDke. 
A poQ was deaiandfd on liehalf of Major 



IbkL — ^Ths season had been ezDeptMmallj' Mild 
uatil the dose of the fini week ia Jaaaarj, 
wlien thsre was a fall of woaw^ aecompaaied 
bj sharp, criip frost. Ths wealher was aoi 
vnaoceptable to ths bnacr, sad, indeed, the 
editor thooghi that no dass had reasoa to 
comjilain, except those who fignzed at the 
hastings. "It is do easy taik at aoj time for 
prorindal orators aad patriots to keep a 
crowd of people last diained in silence, and it 
must be peciuiarlT difficnh at a time when the 
head, feet, and bands throb with ookl, snd 
ererj ray of dotraenoe is in danger of oeing 
intercepted aod abscMrfaed by a fsll of snow. 
On the day of the DiTemess nominations, how- 
erer, the frost had disappeared, and the 
weather was comparatiTdy mild. 

Ihid.— "We understand thai after the nsnal 
examination Mr Charles Stewart, of this 
town, was cm Thursday last admitted a solid- 
tor before the Sheriff and other Gborts in this 
coonty, and that he intends to practise in 
Inremess.'* 

January 21. — On the 17th inst^ candidates were 
nfHnmated for the county of LiTemess. The 
reflection of the Rifht Hon. Charles Grant 
was proposed by lur Macpherson-Orant of 
BalliiwalKKJh, and seconded by Mr Fraser of 
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Lovat. The aecond candidate, Macleod of 
Ifadeod, was prevented bv severe indiaposi- 
tion from attending, bat a body of hia friends 
marched to the hustinge. Ifacleod was 
nominated by Chisholm of Ohisbolm, and 
seconded by Clnnv ICacpheraon. On previous 
occasions The Chisholm had supported Ifr 
Grant, and the hitter exnressed regret at his 
change of sentimente. Tnis Mr Grant seems 
to have felt more keenly, as he had been one 
of Chisholm's guardians. Mr Grant deUvered 
a long and eloquent speech, in course of whkh 
he emphasized the idea that "the true con- 
servative principle is wise and seasonable im- 
frovement." (See Northern Highlands, volume 
., paffe 273.) 

Ibid. — ^l%e contest in the Inverness Burghs re- 
sulted in the return of Major Ounmiing-Bruce 
by the narrow majority of four votes. "Ihe 
numbers were— Cumming-Bruce, 344; EUice, 
340. Forres was the stronghold of Major 
Oumming-Bruce. In all the other burghs he 
was in a minority, though in Inverness only 
a minority of one. The contest was fought 
with extraordinary keenness, and charges of 
bribery and intimidation were freely ex- 
changed between the supporters of the two can- 
didates. 

Ibid. — ^In the £lgin Burghs there was a contest 
between Colonel Leith Hay, Liberal, and 
Brodie of Brodie, Conservative. Colonel Leith 
Hay was returned bv a majority of 120. Mr 
Macleod, yr. of Cadrboll, was returned unop- 
posed for the county of Sutherland ; Mr James 
Loch for the Northern Burghs ; and the Hon. 
Colonel Grant of Grant for the united coun- 
ties of Elgin and Nairn. For the county of 
Boss two candidates were nominated, Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth, liberal, and 
Mr Mackenzie of Applecross, Conservative. 

January 28. — The contest in the county of In- 
verness terminated in favour of Mr Charles 
Grant, but only by a majority of seven. The 
figures were— Grant, 260 ; Macleod, 253. The 
polling extended over two days, and there was 
a snow-storm at the time. The contest in 
Ross-shire resulted in the return of Seaforth 
by a majority of 40 (234 votes asainst 194). 

February 4. — This issue contains Uie reports of 
two political dinners in Inverness. One was 
given on 26th January in the Northern Meet- 
ing Rooms to the Right Hon. Charles Grant. 
Mr J. M. Grant of Glenmoriston was in the 
chair. The second was given in the same 
place on 30th January to Major Oomminff- 
Bruce. Mr Robertson of Aultnaskiach was in 
the chair. The following week Major 
Cumming-Bruce waa entertained at Forres. 

21 
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of Agricoh'art' was aft thk tni 
vr^ng the introdnctioB ol '"pvfaiie 
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deriinwl to resign. 

March 18.— There was a oondHned f Ming off 
the memben of the Kprthem Institniiu m aad 
the Directors of the Royal Acadeay. The 
Mnseun bad by this time been t wsfen e d to 
the AcadeaiT directors. Among the oonlii- 
botioDs made at this meeting was **m beanti- 
fill and extensiTe collection of rocks, minvaisy 
and fossils from the oeighboorhood of Cro- 
marty,'* presented br Mr Hagh Miller. The 
Genml Secretary, \fr Anderson, rrplaiwed 
the geolo^cal stroctnre of the Mocay Flith» 
with speoal reference to the lias deposits. 
Along with the recognised mdmatM was a 
collection of foesU fishes, whidi Mr Miller 
had recently disoorered in one of the upper 
beds of the Old Red Sandstone, dose to the 
town of Oomartj. The Secretary read an 
extract from luller^s Traditions of On- 
marly, then in the press, deacriptiTe of the 
geolcMy of the distoct. 

March %.— Dr Gray, who beqneathed £90,000 
to boild and endow a ho^ital at Elgin, left 
another considerate snm to his wife. This 
Udy, who had died recenUy, bequeathed £4000 
for the piKpose of bnilding a new cbnrdi in 
Elgin. 
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A|nril L — ^Blacleod of Macleod, who oontetted 
the oonnty of Inveiness with the Right Hon. 
Oharlea Uraat, died at Altyre Hoiuie, near 
Ibrret, on the 25th ult., in his 47th year. 
"The hononrable gentleman had been for lome 
months indiipoa^; and though nnable to 
appear on the hustings as a candidate at the 
last election, he exerted himself very much in 
the caoYass, during the most stormy and in- 
dement weather. This laid the seeds of an 
illness under whiob, after varioias partial re- 
coveries and relapses, he has prematurely 
sunk." Macleod had promoted « netition to 
set aside the return of Mr Grant, out it was 
understood that it would now be dropped. 
For a time Macleod sat in the House of Oom- 
mons as representative for the burgh of Sud- 
bury, in Suffolk. "His strong de«ire, how- 
ever, was to represent his native coiotity in 
Parliament, and to this obiect he had directed 
all hii energies for upwards of ten years, de- 
voting to it no small share of his life and for- 
tune. Li 1818 he concurred with the late 
Glengarry in the election of Mr CX Grant 
(whom lie afterwards so often and so stremi- 
ously opposed), when the right hon. gentle- 
man was first returned member for this 
county; but even at this time Macleod con- 
fessed that it was 'an object of his early am- 
bition to enjoy the station, as representative 
for Invemess-snire, which so many of his im- 
mediate ancestors bad filled for a length of 
time.' Mr Grant on all occasions expressed 
his high regard for his opponent, and admitted 
that his personal virtues, his name and long 
line of ancestry, rendered the representation 
of his native county to him a fair object of 
iionourable ambition. " The remains of the 
chief were conveyed to Dunvegan, in Skye. 

April 15.— The resignation of Sir Robert Peel's 
Government is announced. It is acknowledged 
that the spirit and ability with which Sir 
Robert had carried on the fight had "extorted 
the praises of his most bitter opponents." 

Ibid. — ^Tbe number contains the nrst account of 
a murder which created great excitement in 
the district. The body of a middle-aged 
woman was found in a ruined hut in a planta- 
tion on the height* of Kilcoy, in the Black 
Isle. It had beeii covered vp with turf and 
stones, but a party of women and children 
sent to work m the plantation observed a 
glove, part of a veil, and the point of a shoe 
protruding. The story, as idtimatelv put to- 
gether, was a singular one. The dead body 
was that of Jane Brechin, a woman from Mos- 
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tiow, ahcmt fifty jmxm of a^e, and her 
mnrdenr was a Bao Jokn Adaai or Ailii, 
origmaDy from the ano dJitiict, aad Uiirty- 
(Hie yean of a^ who waa Uriiig at (he toie 
of the mnzder m DiBgwaD, vnder the nase ol 
John Anderao. Adam and Jane Brediin had 
heen feOow aerranfta at Mookzoae ahoot aine 
Tears before, and had been ^okan of aa aweet- 
hcarta, in spite of the di spa rilj of their yean. 
Adam howerer, disappearad and enlisted, and 
winle his regiment was stationed in Derby- 
ahire he wmi the aliectioBa of a giil named 
Elliot, whom he pennaded to elope with him 
nnder promiae of^mairiage. He did not fal- 
fil his promise, but they traTdled northward 
tin they readied Dingwall, where thef lired 
together as Mr and tin Andenon, the man 
woridng as a hdworer. Thc^ took vp their 
abode there about « year before the mnrder. 
Meantime Jane Brechin had started a small 
shop in Montrose, and had aome money io 
banlL There sbe was found abovt Martinmas 
1834 by Adam, who had paid a risit to the 
place. He stated to the woman that he was 
a sawrer at luTemeas, and that if she married 
him he would take a shop for her there. 
Against the adrioe of her friends, who thongfat 
Adam too jronng and "no like her aTa',** the 
poor woman consented to the onion, and Adam 
returned to Montroae in March 1835 and mar- 
ried. She had aold off her stodL and drawn 
from the bank £113. Hie coonle came to 
InTemess, where Adam took lodgings in 
Chapel Street ; but he must hare chansed his 
story by this time, as he told his wife ne had 
to go to Beanl^. He revisited her several 
times, and haying told her and the persons 
with whom she stayed that he had tekeo a 
house between Tarndale and Bedcastle, they 
left Inv e r n es s one eveninr and took the boat 
across Kessock Ferry. The woman waa never 
again seen alive. Adam did not care to take 
her to Dingwall, where he was living as a mar- 
ried man. When he was appreheiKled a snm 
of £75 was fonnd under his pOlow. Adam is 
described as an exceedingly handsome man, 
six feet one high. He demed his guilt, and 
maintained a cheerful and buoyant demeanour. 
The cool and uDconcemed attitude of the man 
was one of the eztnordinazy featurea of the 
case. 
Ibid. — ^"The news of the reeifniation of the Peel 
Ministry having reached Elgin on Saturday 
afternoon, the church and jail bdls rang a 
merry peal, by the order of the Magistrates 
and Town Oouncil: the gre a t e s t enthusiasm 
and joy prevailed among the inhabitants at 



1836] Fiie qf Invemest Courier. 165 

t3ie prospect of a Liberal Ministiy being re- 
stored to power." 

April 22.— /The formation of the new Gk>Tem- 
ment is annoanoed. Lord Melboitme became 
Prime Minister, Lord John Rnssdl, Home 
Secretary; Lord Palmerston, FcMneign Secre- 
tary; and Mt Charles Grant, Secretary for 
the Colonies. There was no mention of Lord 
Brougham, and it was soon discovered that 
he was not to be a member of the Coremment. 
Preparations were in progress in the oonn^ of 
Inverness on the nnderstanding that Charles 
Grant was to be raised to the peerage. 

April 29. — ^The news having arrived in Lochaber 
that Lady Vere Cameron bad given biith to 
an heir to the family of Lochiel, great rejoic- 
ings took place. The tacksmen and clergy on 
the estates, '*£rom BaUachnlish Ferry to the 
marches of Knoydart/' met and dined together 
oo the 16th mat., at the Neptane Inn, 
Banavie, to celebrate the occasion. The 25rd 
was selected for the lighting of bcmfireSy which 
blazed on many a prominent peak. "Tliere 
could not be fewer than 2U00 persons present 
at the bonfires, all of whom were plentifnUy, 
though not invproperly, supplied with moun- 
tain dew, by the munificence of Lochiel, to 
^nk health and prosperity to the young chief 
of the Cameronfl. 

Ibid. — The contest for the representation of the 
coun^ of Inverness had now begun. Hr J. 
If. Murray Grant of Glenmoriston was the 
Liberal candidate, and Chisholm of Chisholm 
the Conservative. 

May 6. — Colonel Leith Hay was re-dected mem- 
Mr for the Elgin District of Burghs. He 
had been appointed Clerk of the Ordnance. 

Ibid. — "We understand that Lord Southampton 
has taken the shootings, hunting, and fishings 
of Lochbroom, on the propertv of Duncan 
Davidson, Esq. of Tullodk Tnis is a very 
extensive range, embracing a considerable por- 
tion of hilly country, and supplies abundance 
of red deer, grouse, and black same. Tha 
River Broom is also an ezceUent angling 
stream." 

May 13.— The Right Hon. Charies Grant mm 
gazetted to the peerage under the title of 
Baron Glenelg of Glenelg, in the county of 
Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^The nomination of candidates for the 
county is reported in full. Mr Ma(»herson- 
Grant of Ballindalloc3i proposed Mr want of 
Glenmoristoo, the motion being seconded by 
Rev. Mr Beith. Mr Mackintosh of Geddes 
nominated the Chisholm, and Mr Walker of 
Qrawfordtown seconded. The polling began 
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OB tlw 11th, and an the retam had aoi been 
reoeired when the paper vcofc to nrea It 
waa known, howerer, that The Chi«iol« had 
been ntnrned. The next une mre the 
fiffiirea a« foUowi:— For ChiahohB, 368; for 
Senmoriatoo, 240; majoriW for the Oonaer- 
▼atire candidate, 2& U ICai^eod had fired, 
there waa an inmrcanon that he woold hare 
been dected withootaoontcat. Thi% however, 
aeema hardly credible, when onetjpcroeiTea the 
heat which the conteat 1 m»* i> — ^ ^ Qhwlmliii^ and 
Glenmoriaton erolred. There wa^ no diaoider, 
hot mnch angry recrimination. 

Ibid. — ^There waa a long diicnaBion in the l^nod 
of Moray on the opeftion of the fnnda of the 
Eatabliabed Chinch of Ireland. Ber. Hr 
Clark, InTemeas, moTed a aeriea of reaolntiotta 
denouncing the propoeal to apply any portion 
of these fnnda to any other tnan religiona and 
Proteetant pnrpoeee. Hr Matheaon, of Kil> 
moir, aeconaed. Rer. ICr Fraaer,of KiAhill, 
oonaidexed Uiat the modon woold be inter- 
preted aa ix^tical, and that it waa inexpedi- 
ent for the Synod to range iteelf on the aide 
of a political party. He moved uat the re- 
aolntiona be not adopted, and was aecondsd 
by Mr Bnxlie of Letben. On a diyiaion thirty 
membera of the Synod Toied for Mr Cbzka 
motion, and only tnree for Mr Fraaer'a. 

Ibid. — ^It i« incidentally mentioned, in an artide 
on Lord Brougham, that *^ wrote aeyenteen 
long letten with bia own hand within four 
bonrs after hia memorable ipeech in LiTcmeas, 
aU which were duly forwarded by that night'a 
post'" 

May 20.— 'The Town Conncfl of Kaim held 
lately a fli>ecial meeting for the purpose of 
congratulating John Ckmninghame, Eaq., 
adTocate, late Sheriff of Nairnshire, on his 
promotion to the high Mx» of Solidtor- 
Geoeral; on which occaaion he was admitted 
a freeman burgess and guild brother of the 
andent burgh. In the record of Mr Onnnin^- 
hame*s admission, the Council express their 
high sense of 1m honourable and independent 
conduct as a judge, during his connection 
with the burgh and coun^, and their respect 
for his private character. 

May 20.— ^Tbe Inyemess Packet left Burghead 
on Thursday, ^rd April, for London, where 
she arrived on the 2Yth of that month— dia- 
charged her carso there, and haying unloaded, 
sailed on the 7tb curt., and arrived at Burg- 
head on the morning ol the 12th — ^having 
been, on her passage, up and down, only nine 
days, exclusive of the time she waa detained 
in London. The vessel had full cargoea on 
boUi trips." 
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ICay 27. — ^Thk issae contains a reTiertr of Hugh 
Miller's first important prose work, "Scenes 
and Legends of the Nortn of Scotland.** The 
reviewer expresses the opinion that the book 
''places the author among the best popular 
writers of the daj.** 

Jone 3. — ^In the General Assembly Dr Chalmers 
reported on the liberal support given to his 
scheme of Church Extension. A majority of 
Presbyteries transmitted oyertures approving 
of the Veto Act. Generally there was at this 
time great activity in connection with Church 
affairs. The Irish Church question was hotly 
discussed during the recent election for the 
countv of Inverness. 

June 10. — ^Two petitions were presented on the 
2^ inst. in the House of Commons against 
the return of The Chisholm. One was by 
Glenmoriston and the other by Sir David 
Brewster and Hugh Davidson of Cuntnty, 
electors. The same evening Chiiholm took 
his seat in the House. 

Ibid. — Disease threatened the potato crop. 
There had been a partial failure the previous 
year. 

Ibid. — ^The Provost of Forres, Mr Gordon, died 
in Glasgow. His remains were taken home, 
and the following issue describes the funeral. 

June 24.— The death of William Cobbett is re- 
oodpded. A column is devoted to a sketch of 
his career. **His laborious life, che<|uered 
by so many strange vicissitudes, terminated 
on Thursday last at the ripe age of seventy- 
tliree. His death will cause a blank in the 
world of English politicians and periodical 
writeiY. Perhaps no man in Britain was 
better known, down to the minutest circum- 
stance in his history, character, habits, and 
opinions.** Now Cobbett is all but forsotten. 

July 1. — ^Adam, the man charged witn the 
murder of his wife, was cheerful in prison, but 
he had a grievance. '*He complained griev- 
ously to us one day of the heavy irons on his 
body, and wished to have them taken off for 
a part of the day, that he miffht be allowed to 
walk about the passages in front of his cell. 
This reasonable request has since been com- 
plied with." There seems to have been con- 
siderable freedom of intercourse with prison- 
ers in those days. 

July 8.— A new taste seems to have sprung up 
for the more valuable and curiously fine 

Sattems of clan tartan for ladies* dresses, Ac. 
Ir Macdougall,' draper, here, has an immense 
variety of the different patterns, some of 
them exceedingly rich and beautiful. Lord 
Brougham and others have rendered them 
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ffiihiotiable in Loodoiiy and oiden to » gre«i 
aoioimt for them haTe been egieaited in Inrer- 



Ibid. — The ivoe oontaioi the fint of » eeries of 
aketdw \fw the editor, j^^hig an aocoont of % 
trip from toremea to Qben, lona, and 8taiE». 
In the mme monber it is rtated that a pro- 
pond had been made to appropriate part of 
the boildiiige at Fort-Georae to the porpoaee 
of a ceotraT prison lor the Northern Cbanties. 
This idea nerer bore frnit, hot prisoncn were 
actoallT confined in the Fork 

Ibid. — ^*'On the Zhh, Jane a gentleman angling 
in Loch-MoT cangiht a salmon with a small 
front fly, wnich weighed upwards of 10 lbs. 
This is the first instance of a salmon taken in 
Loch-Moj, and the wonder is how it conld 
possibly get there.** Loch-Moy dnins into 
the F&ndbom, bat the stream is amaOL 

Ji^ 15. — ^Tfae petition against the retnm of 
The Chisholm as memb^ for the coonty of 
Invemesi was rejected by the Oonmiittee of 
the Hoose of Obmmons appointed to hear the 
case. The point at issne was whether Toters 
from the Grantown dirtrict, 'Srhich is totally 
separated from Inveniess-shire, beins snr- 
rounded by the coanties of Moray and Nairn," 
were entitkd to yote. The nomber from that 
district who had yoted for Ousholm was 29, 
and his majority in the contest was 28. The 

SKtitioners foonded on a daose in the Reform 
ct which proyided "that all properties lying 
locally witmn the limits of any coonty snail, 
for the pnrposei of this Act, be hela to be 
part of ttie county with which they are locally 
mdaded." The Parliamentary Committee, 
howeyer, held that no yote conld be Ques- 
tioned by a Committee of the Honse of Com- 
mons wnich had not been objected to pre- 
yioasly at the local Courts of Registradoo. 
This decision disposed of the case for the peti- 
tioners. 
Ibid.-~The Sheep and Wool ICarket held the 
preyious week had proyed a yeiy stiff one, 
though in the end an ayerage amount of 
business was done. ^Xast year prices were 
too high for the porchasers both <m wocd and 
sheep, and this year there has becoi a reduc- 
tion of about 4s per stone on Cheyiot wool, 
6s on tne double stone c^ bladdaced, and Ss 
on Cheyiot wedders per head. Ewes were 
greatly in demand, and the unfayourable 
spring hayinff operated yery injuriously in 
some of the districts, lambs were scarce and 
fetched good prices." Cheyiot wedders 
fetched from 22b to 27s 6d ; blackf aced from 
15s to 18s 9d; Cheyiot ewes from 18s to 
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20* 6d; bUckfaoed from 10s to 13f ; Cheviot 
lambs from 8s to lis; blackfaced from 7s to 
8s. Cheyiot washed wool per stone fetched 
from 19s to 20s 6d; unwashed ISs to 16e; 
blackfaced per double stone 19a to 20$ 6d; 
cross, unwakied, 128 to 148; do. washed, 14e 
to 15b. "In ccder to improve their flocks, 
twelve of our principal sheep farmers last year 
agreed to have a show of tups at this market, 
alter which they were to make arrangements 
for ezchanKing them. The exhibition took 
place on l^nndav, when Mr Shirreff, Bam- 
vards; Mr Laidiaw, Knockfin; Mr SeUar, 
Morvich; Mr Qentle, Dell; and Mr Mac- 
tavish, Garthbeg, produced some fine speci- 
mens of one and two-year>old tups. It would 
be highly to the advantage of the different 
flocks in the North if this exhibition were 
cootinned." 

Ibid. — ^'^The estate of Qlentromie, in Badenocib, 
was purchased on Wednesdfiv last by Mr 
Baillie of Bristol (formerly M.P. for that city) 
for the sum of £7350. lliis was £2050 above 
the upset price, and is said to be an instance 
of the highest price ever given for land in the 
Highlandi.*' 

Ibid. — In connection with the announcement of 
the appointment of James Loch, M.P., aa 
Deputy-Qovemor of the British Fishery So- 
ciety, in place of William Smith, deceased, 
the opportunity is taken of commemorating 
Mr Snuth's interest in the Hig^blands. He 
was long and honourably known as Ml P. for 
Norwich, and was associated with the labours 
of RomiUv, Wilberforce, and Sir James Mack- 
intosh. But in addition to this, we are told 
that few men were so zealous as Mr Smith in 
forwarding every object connected with the 
improvement of the North of Scotland. ''This 
was examined in the establishment of 
Pulteneytown, Wick, and the harbour there, 
and the active part he took in the promotion 
of the Highland roads and bridges and the 
Oitledonian Oanal. Tlie time he devoted to 
these objects, in attending meetings, and in 
consulting aind corresponding with individuals 
and pubuc bodies, was immense, and would 
have formed almost sufficient employment, 
without reference to other duties, for many a 
public man less benevolent, persevering, and 
enthusiastic. ** 

July 22. — An appeal is made for funds for the 
Nairn Academy. In 1832 one class-room had 
been fltted up and opened. A second class- 
room had been erected at the same time, and 
it was now proposed to flt it up and make 
further educational provision. 

22 
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July 29. — ^This krae oontoinf * memorial iketGli 
of ICr ETaa Baillie of Doclif our, who had le- 
oenil J pasted awaj at the ace of 95. '^e 
had witnemed the hattk of OoDoden, whm a 
hoy, from the heights abore ]>ochfoiir; he 
had serred io the armj in the reign d George 
the Second; he was three times letnmed as 
representatlTe in Pariiament for the ancient 
dtj of Bristol; he was one c^ the very few 
men in onr day who has met at one interriew 
with BnrkBy Johnson, and Reynolds; and 
after a long, actire, and soccessfnl public life, 
he had the rare f dunty to return to his nattra 
country, blessed with heakh and affluence, to 
spend the evening of his days in quiet retire- 
ment among the scenes of his birtn." Going 
into details, the writer states that ICr Baillie 
entered tbe army as ensigo at the age of 
fifteen, and was employed on active service 
abroad, especially in the West Indies. He 
was at the siege of Havannah in 1762. On 
tiie restoration of peace, seeing no prospect of 
promotion, he. retired from the army, and 
embarked in the West Indian trade, finally 
settling at Bristol, which he afterwards re- 
presented in Parliament. By the death of his 
elder brother in 1799, Mr Baillie succeeded to 
the family property of Dochfofff, and resided 
there during the last twenty vears of his life. 
"ICr Baillie was a perfect model of the gentle- 
man ni the old scho(^ ; tall and handsome in 
his person, of polished mannera» and of the 
most punctilious honour and correctness in all 
his transactions and intercourse with society." 

Ibid. — A report prepared by 'Mr liaclean, Mr 
Mitchell, and Ju* Mav, was submitted to the 
Town Omncil for tne improvement of the 
banks of the river. It provided a handsome 
walk between the Stone Bridge and the 
Islands on each side, ''and an ample carriage- 
way along the bank between the two bridges." 
Also, we are told, ''it provides f(Mr the uni- 
formity, strength, and beauty of the banks, 
and suggests a general improvement calculated 
altogether to combine utuity and ornament, 
and to promote the safety and comfort of the 
inhabitants.'* The expense was estimated at 
£1200, and the question of ways and means 
was a matter of serious consideration. 

Ibid. — ^Tbe Ftesbytery of Inverness met to con- 
sider the constitutioo of the proposed new 
church for Inverness (the West tliurch). The 
town ministers, through Rev. Mr Clark, had 
submitted a plan to t£e Assembly, which had 
given it a qualified approbation, and remitted 
the subject to the Presbytery. The questicm 
was whether the church should be subject to 
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a general Session, comprising all the ministers 
of the torwn, or shoidd liaye a sepaxate coosti- 
tution. The Uawo ministers were in faTour c^ 
a general Session, and their motion was car- 
riM by a majority of one. 

August 5. — The Northern Missionary Society 
held its annual meeting at Dingwall. The 
collection amounted to £17 12s 7jd ; subscrip- 
tions and donatioiQSy £35 9s 6d; total, £o3 
2sllid. 

Ibid. — A Prussian vessel foundered recently off 
the island of St Kilda, and the crew of eleyen 
got safe to land. They remained a f<»tnight 
before finding an opportunity of crossing to 
Skye. "The expenses of these eleven men for 
fourteen days, including board, lodging, and 
all conveniences, amounted to jnst five shil- 
lings." The islanders nowadays nave a heti&r 
knowledge of the value ol money. 

Ibid. — The right of shooting and fishing over 
the upper district of Strathconon, in Ross- 
shire, IS advertised to let. It is stated that 
grouse were most abundant, and tliere were 
ptarmigan on eeveral of the hills. The ground 
had b^n let for three years previously, and 
its tenants certified that it afforded excellent 
sport. One of them iK^rote that an ordinary 
snot might with great ease bag 20 brace of 
grouse a day^, and he also said that '"he and 
one companion killed 15 brace of ptarmigan 
in about half-an-hour." A shooting lodge 
was in course of erection. 

Ibid. — ^There is a list of sportsmen at shootinff 
quarters in the Highlands. The number m 
names siven is about fort^, but the list does 
not profess to be exhaustive. 

August 19. — ''Eighty-eight boxes of game have 
(mring the week passed through the coach 
office here, and a considerable number have 
been sent South by the Caledonian coach along 
the Highland road. On the evenins of the 
Twelfth a box was forwarded to his Majesty 
from Inverness, believed to be from Lady 
Saltoun. Several were sent to the Duke of 
Wellington, the Lord-tieutenant of Ireland, 
Lady Blessington, the Bishop of Norwich, and 
other personages of rank and distinction.'* 

Ibid.— "We understand that Lord Glenelg, Secre- 
tary for the Colonies, has appointed our 
townsman, John Anderson, £aq., W.S., 
Special Justice of the Island of St Vincent. 
lu: Anderson has been long and favourably 
known as the Secretary of the Society of Aoti- 

Suaries of Scotland, to whose Transactions he 
as contributed various papers. He is also 
the author of a History of the dan Fraser, 
and other works illustivtiye of the High- 
lands." 
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Angui 26u — ^The Udkma^ is qmo(Ud from am. 

tiotm propcwed br the miaisten of Jmwtnem 
for a new ckoich in flat iip o rt— t wad m- 
floeiitial quarter of tbe Highknfli id SoolliBd, 
wen approred nnaaiinouH' bj laii Ofaa l 
Asteinfalj; and in tenns « a remit from kuft 
Anemblj the CommisaoD hare just d ac e m r d 
and ordained chat the mne anangrment dboJl 
be binding en the fntnre as weU as on the 
picsent ministers of Inremem; and that the 
new chnrch diaU be in aQ re^wcta on the 
same footing as the two original PSuvh 
Chnrcbes. Ko appearance was made oo be- 
half of a minori^ of the Pkesbytery, who^ in 
the Coort below, endeavoured to opp os e a 
scheme which has now reoeired the final saoo- 
tion of the diordi of Scotland. " Sobscrip- 
tions are intimated for the new building, 
amoonting 'to £810. 

September 2.— "Dr John ICCUloch* author of 
the celebrated Toor io the Highlands, and 
other works, met with his death last witk in 
a Yery melsncholj manner. He waa thrown 
out of a gig at Penzance, in OomwaU, and 
his foot caught in the wheel, by which his 
leg was broken in two places, and also some 
of his ribs. Amputation was resorted to, but 
in a short time mortifica^on ensoed, and 
death terminated his existence. It is scarcely 
three months since he waa maxiied. Shr 
M'Oalloch was an able geologist^ and an a 
general writer distinguished for learning and 
acnteness; bat his work on the Highlands is 
disfigured by the grossest prejudice and mis- 
representation.'* 

Ibid.— The Rev. Finlay Cook, late of Inverness, 
was on Wednesday, the 19tik alt., inducted by 
the Presbytery of Outhness into the pastonJ 
charge of the parish of Reay. Owing to the 
number of people present, the services of the 
day were held out of doors. 

September 9.— The Duke of Sutherland and his 
young son, the Marquis of Stafford (aged 
seven), were presented with the freedom of 
the burgh of Tain. The Duke had recently 
acquired property in the neighbouriiood. 

Ibid.— **Abo»at thirty recruits were enlisted here 
for the auxiliary forces, under General Evans, 
in support c^ toe Queen of Spain. Only ten, 
however, have actually gone; they sailed to 
Greenock via the Oaledcmian Quiai. The re- 
maining twenty were found missing in the 
hour of cause, and will probablj[ (to the great 
regret of the police) continue in the town." 
The struggle was then going on between the 
CarUsts and the forces of Queen Christina. 
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Gezieral De Lacy Evans commanded a British 
contingent. 

September 16. — ^Mr Grant of Corrimony, *'the 
father of the Scottish bar/' died at Lakefidd. 
Qlen-Urquharty on the previous Sunday. He 
was in ms 93rd year. "Mr Grant was an ac- 
con^)lished scholar and antiquair, and, what 
is not often united to these qualities, he was 
a first-rate musician, both vocal and instru- 
mental. He was author of a work on the 
Origin ol the Gael, and he also wrote treatises 
on the oriffin of language and society. He 
wa« early mstinguishai for his liberal political 
principles, and associated with Henry Erskine 
and other eminent men of that day, and sub- 
sequently with Sir James Mackmtosh, Mr 
Homer, &c. He retained his faculties to the 
last, and from the extent and variety of his 
attainments was a delightful companion." 

Ibid. — ^The close of a storm v session of Parlia- 
ment is recorded. The bill for the reform of 
the English corporations excited great contro- 
versy, and was only passed at last by the 
Commons accepting certain amendments 
pressed upon them oy the Lords. 

Ibid. — The same issue contains an account of a 
disturbance which took place in the town of 
Dingwall in 1730. The story appears to be 
compiled from the Corporation recoixls. 

September 23. — ^There is a long report of the 
trial, at the Inverness Circuit Court, of John 
Adam for the murder of his wife, Jean 
Brechin, on the heights of Kilcoy, in the 
Black Isle. The circumstances have already 
been ffiven in these Notes. The prisoner had 
issued three declarations. The aiscrepancies 
between the first two and the third were so 
marked as to form by themselves skong pre- 
sumptive evidence against him. Besides tnis, 
there was abundajit and conclusive evidence. 
The jury brought in a unanimous veitiict of 
ffuilty, and the prisoner was sentenced to 
death. At the same circuit there was an im- 
portant civil case relating to the will ol one 
Alexander Mackenzie, Fortrose. The will was 
sustained. 

September 30. — ^At the Northern Meeting the 
Duke of St Albans and Lord Frederick Beau- 
clerk were present wearing the Highland 
dress. The Meeting nomlnaUy extended over 
three days, but the actual days were Thurs- 
day and Friday. On Friday forenoon the com- 
pany were entertained at Doobfour with a 
Doat race, rifle practice, and pigeon shootinff. 
''The rifle shooting was at a hundred yardr 
distance, and though Captain Horatio Ross 
of Rossie was one of the marksmen, the palm 
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B carried off by CUuny Hacplier 
Bvu. luc elaoiple of Mr Baillie i- ~~ 
meDded U 

ouc viiitoTs liave Lad na mornliig a 
during their attendance here, and tbe n.._. _. 
it has becD sensiblf felt.'' 
Ibid. — The GmuniagioDere of the Scots Burghs 
hod published part of their Local Bepcrts. ex- 
tending alphabetically from Arbroath to For- 
trose. Several it«itis a^e extracted in this 
isaue. Dingwall auEfei'ed from a, debt, amount- 
ing U> £2367. Put of it conaioted of a snm 
of £800 of damageB, vrhich tbe burgh bad lu- 
CDired through alleged failure in (be custody 
of 11. prisoner confined for debt. Tliis charge 
Senforth had undertaken to pay. The greater 
part of the balance consisted of law expeuiea 
ID connection with a fishing process. Ding- 
wnJl had an average rentai frwn BahiDg and 
landa of £273 7s 2d, and aji expenditure of 
£1B1 14s lOd. Tbe kirk-officer was rtdOed to 
bave a salary of five shillings a year I Dornoch 
rejoiced in the annual income of £3 168, being 
tbe rent of the burgh links and the amount 
of the ca«toniB and market dnes. It paid £40 
3s 4d vearly to the Town-Clerk and OiSicers, 
a difurence having been made up (or many 



"Since the diKUse of horse-racing, 






years by the Duke of Sutbarland. 
of Forres had the bandaoma incomi 
siie, of £619 19s 9d, considerably r 
half of which arose from liind ren' 
tntal expenditure, including 
charities, &c., came t4> £523 18a lOd, and there 
were no local taxes. Tliis was surely a happy 
borghl On the other hand, tJie burgh of 
Fortroie was entirely in the hands of a perwm 
named Roderick Macfarquhar, who for twenty' 
three years had "maaaged it« aifairs exclu- 
sively, suffering no one to participate with 
him in pi>wer." This gentleman was aUe for 
tome reason to act aa a local monarch. "On 
one occasion, it is rejated, a pnrty in the 
CoDDcil voted against Mr Maclorquliar, and 
he turned out tKe whole opposing members. 
Gvs the flnt year and two the next, stating 
that 'as they could D»t agree in politics, a 
aeparatioD waa desirable.' He put in a 

rather heavy pecuniary claim against the 
burgh, and this may have been the secte* of 
his ascendancy. 
October 7. — No fewer than tour otters appeared 
in the River Ness under the Old Stone Bridge. 
A crowd gathered and several vhots wars 
Rred. One otter was killed, tlie rest escaping. 
The paragraph atates that the River Ness wai 
at times much infested with d^cr*. 
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Ibid. — A sheep farmer, Thomaa Hall, wa* 
drowned in the River More, in Gildermoiy, 
Boes-ahire. He was crossing a ford on horse- 
back on a etormy night, when a great body of 
water rushed down the river, carrying away 
horse and rider. They were swept into Loch- 
More. 

October 14. — A "srand oromenade*' was held in 
the Ness Islands on Saturday, the 10th inst. 
It was arranged by the Committee which had 
been canying out the improvementd of the 
islands. Communication with both banks of 
the river had now boea completed by the erec- 
tion of suitable bridges; the two islands had 
also been joined by a new bridge, and the 
walks trimmed "op. The promeni^e came off 
with success, though the day was showery. 
Proceedings began at four o'clock The pro- 
gramme includtti the performances of a band 
and pipw, and a display of fireworks prepared 
and superintended W Mr Gyngill, of the 
Royal Gardens, Yauxhall. The proceeds were 
applied to the Improvement Fund. Admis- 
sion was — ^for ladies and gentlemen, 2s; for 
children and servants. Is; and there were 
from 300 to 400 present. 

October 21.— John Adam was executed on the 
previous Friday for the MuUbuv murder. His 
character was one of sdngular nardihood. He 
slept soundly tbo night before his death, and 
in nis waking hours talked with his warders 
about his adventures in the army and other 
indifferent topics. The execution took place 
at the Longman. Owing to the density of the 
crowd the culprit was conveyed in a carriage. 
He was dressed in a long camlet black coat, 
provided for the occasion. The spectators 
numbered over 8000 persons. Adam to the 
end refused to confess his crime. Afterwards, 
however, it turned out that he had acknow- 
ledged it to a fellow-prisoner, to be made 
known after his death. His execution was the 
last to take place at Inverness. 

October 28. — ^It is stated that a striking in- 
stance of the increased value of Highland 
pastoral districts occurred the previous week 
m the sale of the Oromartie lands, in Ross- 
shire. The Fannich ]oty rented at £180 per 
annum, sold for £6550, about thirty-seven 
years' purchase. The Lochbroom lot sold for 
£9200, being thirty-four years' purchase. The 
sale took place at Edini>urgh, and was pretty 
sharply contested. The upset price of the two 
was £13,150; it rose £2QiX) higher, when the 
two lots were knocked down at £15,756, to Mr 
Murdoch Mackenzie, late of Ardross, then of 
Dundonell. The editor says that a very few 
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prmperitT of sheep- farming and the improved 
meuna of communiuation. Sport had aUa by 
this titlio coins tn be a considera.ble aeset, 
''Even unconquentble bajrnme^*' we are ij>- 
(onncd, "ia now turned to good account. At 
the present Dunveot, ve beUeve, man; Eigh- 
Uud proprietors deriro a. greater revenue from 
tbeir moors alone, for grouse sbooLing, tJian 
their whole rental amounted to sicty jesri 
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ned by 



gentlemen for field-sports lias been fostered by 
the iDcreaaed meanit of comniuuicatioD north- 
wards, and up and down the country, from 
the highest hrll to the deepest and most dis- 
tant glem. Tike sportsman throws bimielf 
into a Btaamer at London, and in forty-eight 
boors or \exa he is in Edinburgh or Aberdeen. 
Another day uid he is in the heart of moor 
and mouulitiD, where he may shoot, saunter, 
or allele to his heart's c<»iteiit." The country 
Inns lind by this time vastly improved. 

Ibid. — On the previous Wednesday the electors of 
tdie combined counties of Rons and Cromarty. 
reaideDt in Dio^all and neighbourhood, mt^- 
tained their representative, J A. Stewart 
Mackenzie of Seaforth. to a public dinner in 
the CaledonJoQ Hotel, DingwalL There waa 
a crowded attendance, and man; speecheawere 
delivered. The dinner wH« mostly political. 
Mr Roderick Macleod. jr. at Gadboll. M.P. 
for Sutherland, wui iu the chair. Major Gil- 
christ of Ospisdale and Qiptoin Sutli«mnd of 
UdoU were croupiers. 

Ibid. — The Rev. Alexander DuU. who had jost 
re<*ived the degree of D,D. from Mariachnl 
Ccdlege, Aberdeen. -Kldressed a meeting in Ihe 
Hiah Church on the subject of India. The 
address made a powerful impression. \ col- 
lection at the close amounted to £42 18s 

November 4. — There is sn article on railways, 
which were now being promoted at a great 
rate. It is stated tliat no fewer than thirty- 
two companies bnd recently been projected. 
The formation of lines connecting London with 
important provincial centres was in contempla- 
tion. The newspapers were apprehengi(-e of 
[he resnlta of this "fever of speculation." 

Ibid.— The ferry boat In the Meikle Ferry struck 
on an anchor within fifteen or Iwenly yards 
nf the shme, on the Tain side, and nlted. 
There were seventeea persons on board, and 
their lives were in er^ danger. One pas- 
senger, Vr J. H. Richnrdson, a shipping secre- 
tary from North Shields, attempted to swim 
ashore, but w.ia cjuried away and drowned. 
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A ferxTman managed to swim to a Bmall boat 
moored in the neighbourhood, and so rescaed 
the rest of the passengers. 

November 11. — ^Mi- John Fraser (father of the 
late Dr Donald Fraser) was re-elected Provoft 
of Invemem. 

Ibid. — ^It appears from the report of a county 
meeting in Ross-shire that eight men^ ooo- 
victed of assault, had been sentenced to im- 
prisonment at Fort>-George. This was be- 
cause there was no proper gaol in Dingwall. 
The meeting, by a majority, agreed to advance 
aliment, claiming the rignt of relief against 
"the said prisoners, the burgh ol Dingwall, the 
Board of Excise, and all concerned." 

November 18. — "On Wednesday last Mackintosh 
of Mackintosh removed from Daviot House to 
Moy Hall, the beautiful residence of his an- 
cestors, which had for several years been occu- 
pied by the late Dowager Lady Mackiatosh, 
who 3ield a life-rent of the family mansion." 
The tenantry turned out and gave the chief a 
hearty welcome, and in the evening the hills 
were lighted up with bonfires. Looy Mackin- 
tosh died on the ITtb ult. She was the widow 
of Sir ^neas Mackintosh, and daughter of Sir 
Ludovick Grant of Dalvey. 

December 2. — ^Tbe dearth oi James Hoeg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd, is announced, and uie poet 
is made the subjcSct of an interesting article. 

Ibid. — An Auxiliary Missionary Society had re- 
cently been formed in connection witib the 
Presbytery of Nairn. The first annual meet- 
ing was held on the 19th ult., and it was an- 
nounced that within the bounds of the Presby- 
tery £66 Is 8d had been subscribed. 

December 16. — ''On Wednesday, the 9th inst., 
a party of the Ataianta revenue cutter, con- 
sisting of an officer and four men, whilst dis- 
charging their duty in Strathslass, were 
atta^ed by a band of smugglers, about 
fourteen ib number, and driven* back with 
great violence. One of the men was so 
severely cut and bruised about the tiead that 
it was found necessary to convey him to Inver- 
ness in a cart for surgical aid." 

Decemb^ 23. — The death is announced of Gamp- 
bell Mackintosh of Dalmigavie, who had been 
50 yeers acting Town-Clerk of Inverness, 25 
years Collector of Taxes for Invemess-shire, 
and 51 years in extensive practice a« procura- 
tor and land steward. He was in his 78th 
year. A cordial appreciation is given of his 
character. In the same issue it is announced 
that the Town 0>vncil had resolved to appoint 
Mr Alexander Shepperd, solicitor, as Town- 
Clerk in succession to Mr Mackintosh. Mr 
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George Cameron gave in his resignation as 
Town Chamberlain, and Mr Robert Smith was 
appointed to the office in his stead. 
Dacember 30. — Towards the close of t'h© year the 
Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair, Bart., died at 
the a;?o of 81. In the departments of trade, 
agiiculture, and finance. Sir John had per- 
formed services which made him one of the 
conspicuous men of his time. The work by 
which he is now best remembered is the Old 
Statistical Account of Scotland. "This work 
wa^ first commenced in 1790. It was prose- 
cuted uninterruptedly for seven years, aurinff 
which a correspondence was carried om witn 
all the clergy of the Church of Scotland, 
amounting to nearly 1000 ; and it was 
brought successfully to completion by the 
gradual publication of twenty-one thick octavo 
volumes, in which a separate account is given 
of every parisli in North Britainu" 
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No. xn. 

The year 1836 was much less exciting in 
Parliament than its immediate predecessor. 
The policy of the Goyernment regarding the 
Irish Church had, however, left acute symp- 
toms, and in the North of Scotland Protestant 
feeling ran high. For England the Tithes 
Ocmmutation Act was passed. An import- 
ant stop was the reduction of the tax on 
newspapers from fourpence a sheet to a 
penny. ''This reduction," says Ransome, 
"forms an epoch in the deyelopment of tiie 
press. For a time the gross amount of duty 
fell ; but the circulation increased* so rapidly 
that in 1854 the proceeds of the tax were as 
much as at the old rate.'' In this year also 
Parliament began to publish its own div sion 
lists. ''Hitherto these had been published 
on hearsay and without Parliamentary 
authority, and the right to keep them private 
had been jealously guarded by members." 
But the constituencies called into being by 
the Reform Act considered that they had a 
right to know how their representatives 
voted. 

Locally two changes of interest occurred: 
a direct service of steamers was established 
with London, and a daily mail coaoh began 
to run between Inverness and Perth. Up 
till this time there was only a passenger coach 
on the Highland road, running twice a week 
in winter and three times a week in summer. 
Now, we are told, with pardonable gratifica- 
tion, that a person " might dine in Eainburgh 
one day and breakfast in Inverness the next." 
The Duke of Gordbn, the last male represen- 
tative of the old line, died this year. 



From the ** Inverness Courier," 
1836. 

Jacuaiy 6.~'A meeting was held at Inverness of 
what was called *'The Northern Protestant 
Association." It had been formed to main- 
tain Protestant interests, which were supposed 
to be threatened by the policy of tlie Govern- 
ment in cQDnection with the Irish' Church. 
Prominent- men in Inverness and neighbour- 
hood disapproved of the Association, and 
there was a good deal of angry controversy. 

January 11.— The elHers, managers, and male 
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commnnifnti of the East CSmicb met 
for the purpoee of dectihg a pastor. 
PiOToet Fnser was io the chur, and moTed 
the election of the Rev. Darid Oampbell, 
minister of Qlenlyoo, Perthahiie. Bailie 
George Kaduiy moved the electk>o of the Rev. 
Axchibald Coc^ of l^an. The vote stood — 
for Mr C^unpbell, 33 ; for Mr Cook, 25. Mr 
Campbell was declared dnly elected. This 
was the beginning of a dispute which ended in 
the erection of the North Chorch. 

Ibid. — A pontage of a halfpenny was charged at 
this time on every stranger paaaing tli^ two 
Imdges. A pontage was also levied on the 
peat-carts coming from the country, but their 
owners were toming sulky and refusing to 
pay. A man named Munro commenced an 
action for damages in the Shenft Court against 
the tacksman of the Petty Cbstoms at the 
Stone Bridge, who had detained his horse and 
cart. The case was brooght before the Town 
Council by tbe tacksman, and it was agreed 
that, to prevent his levying a pontage on 
peats in future, a sum of £2 should be aflowed 
him. 

January 20. — ^A formidable fish was captured at 
Ardjachie, near Tam. It was pronounced to 
be a shark. Its length is given as 8 feet 1 inch 
and girth 4 feet 9 inches. 

January 27.— It is stated that tibe Earl of 
Aboyne had recently purchased the estate of 
Glengany. 

Ibid. — The opening of the Ladies' Female School 
io its new building is reported. Tbe United 
Charities Institution combined in one establish- 
ment the Work Society (for aged female in- 
dustry), the Clothing Society, the Female 
School, the Infant School, and the Observa- 
tory. The school was opened with a proces- 
sion of children. It is stated that "afterwards 
a number of the ladies and gentlemen visited 
the Observatory, when the telescope was 
mounted, and some oth^ optical instruments 
were exhibited £or the entertainment of visi- 
tors." 

February 10.— "Died, at Dalbreck, on the 25th 
of January, George Jeffrey, Esq., late of New 
Kelso, in the 79th year of his age. It has 
fallen to tbe lot of few men in tl^ world to 
have been so universally esteemed as Mr 
Je£frey was. Neither old nor young came 
within the pale of his acquaintance who did 
not cherish an affectionate regard for him. 
His remains were borne a distance of forty 
miles, on the shoulders of his countrymen, to 
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the Gtrarchyard of Locbcarroii, where they 
were inteorred amidat the sorrowing regret of 
ImndredSy who had gone through life with 
him, who had shared his friendiuiip and en- 
joyed hU society. . . . For the hist fifty 
years his word was law in the populous coun- 
try of Lochcarron.** 

February 24. — **We are glad to learn that Inver- 
ness has been constituted a bonding port for 
wines, spirits, and timber directly imported, 
and for all other goods carried coastwise for 
home consumption, with the exception of silks 
and tobacco. This concession by the Treasury 
will be highly beneficial to the trade of this 
town and neighbourhood." The same issue 
records the presentation of plate to Bir Alex- 
ander Mactavish, solicitor, in recognition of 
his political services to the Cons^vative party 
at the last county election. 

March 2. — ^A new steam vessel, ''The Duchess of 
Sutherland," had been brought to the Moray 
Firth, to ply between Inverness aod London. 
She is described as a handsome, well-equipped 
boat, and a fast sailer. ** We congratulate the 
public," says the editor, "on the commence- 
ment of this new source of communication, 
which promises to be highly advantageous to 
the agricultural and commercial interests of 
the North of Scotland." 

Ibid. — ^Tbe dignity of a baronet of the United 
Kingdom was conferred on Colin Mackenzie, 
Esq. of Kilcoy, with remainder to his aecond 
son, Evan Mackenzie. 

March 9. — ^Mr Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth 
presented a petition to Parliament from pro- 
prietors and occupiers of land in the counties 
of Ross and Cromarty, complaining of agricul- 
tural distress. Among the remedies suggested 
by Seaforth was the removal of taxes on agri- 
cultural seeds (clover, tares, and linse«d), 
which were then subject to duty. It was 
stated that the duty on clover seed alone 
amounted to £6600 per annum. 

March 16. — ^The question of the election of a 
minister came again before a meeting in the 
East Oburch — ^F^ovoet Eraser in the chair. 
The vote on this occasion showed 64 par- 
ishioners for Rev. Bir Campbell and 48 fcur 
Rev. Bir Cook, giving the former a majority 
of 16. The votes of other ten non-parishion- 
ers were tendered for Mr Cook, but the Ses- 
sion held that the votes of non-residents could 
not be received. 

Ibid. — ^"Mr Mackintoab of Raigmore has very 
handsomely consented to feu out a site for 
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the new church on the west bank of the river, 
inunediately opposite to Eraser Street The 
situation is one of the most desin^le in town, 
and will prove very oonvenient for the in- 
habitants of both sides of the river." 

Marob 23. — ^The Chancellor of the Exdiequer 
announced his i^vtention to bring forward 
changes in the Stamp Acts. Among others, 
the newspaper stamp duty was to be reduced 
from 4d, with twenty per cent, discount, to 
one pemiy without discount. 

Ibid. — There was great delight at the success of 
the first trip of the steamer Duchess of 
Sutherland fxt>m Inverness to L<mdoD. One 
tenant in the neighbourhood had shipped 61 
sheep for the London maritet, and realised 
fully 7s a head more than he could have ob- 
tained for them in the North. Another had 
shipped ten stote, which brought from £3 to 
£3 IQs more than they would have realised 
here if thev had been kept till the end of 
April. ''Toese favourable sales have stirred 
up a desire among our Northern agriculturists 
to rear fat stock on an extensive s^e, and we 
have no doubt that the trade will go on pros- 
perously. One immediate effect wm be a rise 
in the price of beef and muttoo in our local 
markets^ but thia will only be temporary, and 
will be more than compensated by the in- 
creased spirit and advantage which the trade 
will confer on the agriculture of the wh<^e of 
the North of Scotland." 

liarch 30. — ^Rev. Mr Campbell, Glenlyon, has 
accepted the appointment of minister to the 
East Church, Inveraess. Rev. John Ken- 
nedy, of Inverness, waa ordained a fortnight 
before to the pastoral charge of a Oongre- 
gational Church in Aberdeen. The Directors of 
the Sessional School at Nairn had acquired a 
site. Subscriptions for the school are ac- 
knowledged in several issues. 

April 6. — An Indian ''Nawab" was executed some 
time before for the murder of a brother of Mr 
James B. Fraser, of Reelig, Inveniess-shire. 
There is some account of the incident in this 
number. A full statement of the case was 
written for 'Blackwood" by Lord Lawrence 
when he was shooting tenant of Redig in 1877. 
It appeared in the number of the magazine for 
January 1878. Lawrence was in 1^ Magi- 
strate of an IndiaiD district adjoining Mr 
Eraser's, and helped to bring the assassin to 
justice. 

Ibid.— Hie Rev. Allan Madcenzie was ordained 
and admitted a« pastor of the parish of Kil- 
muir- Wester. 
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April 13.— A meeting waa held to give a fresh 
fillip to the Mechanics' Institution, which had 
to some extent languisheu. The Society had 
on hand a rom of £59, and the library cof>- 
tained eighty volumes. It was diow expected 
that the institution would "enter on a new 
and more extended field of usefulness." A 
resolution declared it to be higHly expedient 
that a portion of the funds should be applied 
to the purchase of books exclusiyely devoted 
to science and its application to the arts. Lec- 
tures on scientific subjects had been delivered 
and were to be continued. 

April 27. — ^The right of shooting over extensive 
districts in the countv of Sut&rland is adver- 
tised as to let. The districts are seven in 
number — Achintoul, Qaimeary, Shiness, Big- 
house, Armadale, Strathnaver, and Aultoa- 
harrow. The shooting carried with it libertv 
of angling in rivers and lakes, and the ad- 
vertisement added that '*the right to aboot 
Red Deer, under certain limitations, will be 
added to each district." 

May 3. — A singular complaint came before the 
Synod of Ross. The minister of Kinlochluichart 
stated that on the day appointed by last As- 
sembly for humiliation and fasting, the pro- 
prietor of Kilooy passed by the chorch of 
Kinlochluichart attended by a servant and 
loaded cart. This conduct the minister con- 
sidered to be aggravated by the fact that the 
proprietor in question was an office-bearer io 
the Ohurch of Scotland. The minister sent 
a complaint to the Presbytery of Chanonry, 
where the delinquent resided, but that Pred>y- 
tery had taken no notice of it. Rev. Mk* Safe, 
Resolis, on behalf of the Presb^ry, defenoed 
their resolution to take no action, but he did 
not carry the Syuod with him. On the con- 
trary, Kev. Bir Garment submitted the follow- 
ing motion, which was unanimously agoreed 
to: — 'That the Synod sustain the petition and 
approve of the seal of the Session of Kinloch- 
luichart in maintaining the discipline of the 
Church, and instruct the Session of Knock- 
bain, and, failing them, the Presbytery of 
Ciianonry, to proceed in the business accord- 
ing to the laws of the Church." The editor, 
rn commenting on the case, stated that 'the 
public feeling here is almost universally op- 
posed to the step of the venerable Synod.'* 
A letter in the next issue states that, when 
the incident occurred, the gentleman had been 
returning from his hiU property, where he had 
been staying for some days, and was not even 
aware that the day was a fast day. 
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Ibid.— 'The directors of the Invemess Academy 
voted a sum of £15 for the purpose of im- 
proyin^ the Museum by a complete British 
herbarium and a local mineralogical collec- 
tion. Mr George Anderson was appointed 
curator. He already possessed a set ox speci- 
mens illustrative of the geolosy of a large 
district, and he hoped, with the help of Mr 
William Stables, Cawdor Castle ; the Kev. Mr 
Gordon, of Bimie, and other 'friends, to make 
a complete set of British flora, all properly 
named and arranged, and embracing about 
2000 specimens. 

May 11. — ^The steamers advertised for the sum- 
mer sailing on Ix>ch-Ness bore the names of 
"Helen Macgregor^' and "Rob Roy." Captain 
Turner was in command of the "Helen Mao- 
»gor,*' and Captain Munro of the "Kob 



gregor 
Roy." 



May 18. — ^The workmen engaged in repairing 
Dornoch Gathednd raised up a few days before 
a handsome stone cofBn, which was found 
buried in the choir. Some of the bones were 
entire, aaid covered with fragments of leather, 
which led to the belief that leather had been 
used as a winding sheet. The body of the 
coffin was formed of one entire stone, and its 
lid of another. Qn the outside of the latter 
was cut the figure of a knight and of a lion 
couchant. The remuns were supposed to be 
those of Richard Murray, brother of Bishop 
Gilbert Murray, slain at Embo in a battle with 
the Danes in 1245. 

May 23. — ^A correspondent gives a lamentable 
account of destitution in the Island of Lewis. 
The weather there (and elsewhere) had been 
very bad throughout the spring. Even in 
April there was hail, frost, and snow, accom- 
panied by cutting gaits from the north-east. 
It was computed that in the Lews 700 head 
of stock, induding horses, had died, besides 
several thousand sheep. Scarcely any lambs 
had survived. "The part which has suffered 
most is the parish of Barvas, where almost 
300 cattle died, exclusive of sheep. The 
island is reduced to a state of dearth and 
desolation that is heart-rending to contem- 
plate." A fund was raised in Edinburgh to 
torward meal and potatoes. 

Ibid. — ^The estate of Lakefield was sold to Miss 
Fraser, Bruiach, at the upset price of £8000. 

June 1. — ^The death of the Duke of Gordon, 
prominent in his father's lifetime as the Mar- 
quis of Huntly, is announced. Bom in Feb- 
ruary 1770, he was sizty-siz years of age. 
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"The Duke of Qordon was in appearance and 
deportment the xery beau ideal of a British 
nohlemany and notwithstanding all recent 
political divisions and bitterness, he con- 
tinned 'Oock of the North/ and with Whig 
and Tory was still the most popular peer in 
Scotland. He was generous, afiPable, and high 
spirited. He possessed an inexhaustible fund 
of gaiety and good humour, and was the life 
of all festive parties." The Duke was mar- 
ried to Elizabeth, daughter of Alexander 
Brodie of Amhall, but without issue. Thus 
the title for a time became extinct. ''The 
Earl of Aboyoe (bom June 28, 1761), though 
a very distant relative, succeeds to the ancient 
title of Marquis of Huntly. The princely resi- 
dence of Gordon Gastle and landed pn^erty of 
the value of £30,000 per annum, go to the 
Duchess-Dowager of Richmond, his Grace's 
eldest sister, and on her decease to her de- 
scendants, in whose famUy it hs entailed." 
The Duke died in London, but his remains 
were conveyed to the North, and interred in 
Elgin GathedraL 

June 8. — ^The General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland censured one of its ministers be- 
cause he had attended a public dinner given 
at Glasgow to Daniel D'Oonnell. 

June 15. — ^This issue contains a Ions and inter- 
esting report of the funeral of the Duke of 
Gordon, which took place on Friday, 10th 
June. The remains were conveyed with great 
ceremonial from Guerdon Castle to Elgin 
Cathedral. It was computed that at least 
8000 persons were present. The account 
closes with the statement that the Duke had 
left to hiB widowed Duohess £80,000 in money 
on the estate, and £5000 a vear for life, with 
Huntly Lodge as a jointure Kouse. 

June 22. — ^At the Inverness anniversary of the 
Northern Missionary Society, the collection 
amounted to £30 168 4d, and subscriptions to 
£18 14s 8d— total, £49 lis. 

JVime 29. — ^It is announced that the principal part 
of the fortune of the late Sir William Fettes, 
including the estate of Redcastle, and amount- 
ing in all to about £400,000, is to be appro- 
priated to the foundation of an educational 
establishment to be called the Fettes Institu- 
tion. A few other bequests, of comparatively 
small amount, were left in the will. 

July 6. — ^The establishment of a daily mail to 
Inverness by the Highland road from Perth 
had long been desired, but was only now 
granted. The service began on 5th July. An 

tJ4 
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advertiaemeiit informs the public that the 
mail coach 'Vill l«aye the George and Star 
Hotels, Perth, every evening at nine o'clock, 
and reach Inverness at half-past ten o'clock 
a.nL ; will also leave the Caledonian and 
Ro^al Hotels, Inverness, every morning at 
nine o'clock, and arrive at Perth at half-past 
ten o'clock p.m., thus performing the journey 
in 13^ houi^s." In the case of the South-going 
mail, hali-an-hoor was allowed at DalwMnnie 
fOT dinner. In consequence of the change the 
"Courier^' was now published on Wednesday 
morning instead of Wednesday evening. The 
mail from A^rdeen remained as before. 
July 13. — ^There is an interesting article on im- 
proved travelling in the Highlands. Since the 
new Post-office arrangement, it is pointed out, 
a person might dine in Edinburgh one day and 
tneakfast in Inverness tne next. The mail 
coach left Edinbursh at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, and reached Inverness at half-past 
ten next morning. This expedition seemed 
extraordinary. It ''would have seemed im- 
probable twenty years ago, and sixty ^ears 
since would have been pronounced impossible." 
The writer recalls the experiences of travel- 
ling from Edinburgh by post-chaise, which the 
older townsmen would remember. The first 
day the party dined at Kinross and supped at 
Perth; the next day they breakfasted at 
Inver, near Dunkeld; and so they proceeded 
by Moulineam, Blair, Dalwhinnie, ic., "hus- 
banding the poor horses till, on the fifth morn- 
ing, if the vehicle held good, the party was 
safely deposited in this town." The remini- 
scences of more recent times between Perth 
and Inverness are also amusine. "The Cale- 
donian coach was, we believe, for some years 
a truly accommodating vehicle. The driver 
did not hesitate to give his passengers 'a blink 
of the afternoon' to discuss a bottle of port, 
or ao extra tumbler of whisky punch, or to 
drive the vehicle a few miles ofiF t^e road to 
oblige a lady, or an inquisitive tourist, who 
might happen to be a bit of an antiquary or a 
lover of the picturesque. At length, how- 
ever, the utilitarian principle came into active 
operation ; travelling began here, as elsewhere, 
to be syaitematised, as time came to be con- 
sidered of greater value; and accordingly for 
the last ten years the Caledonian coach, twice 
a week in winter and thrice in summer, wound 
its way by rock and stream, through the de- 
files of Badenoch and the Grampians, and tm 
'by the Tummel and Garry,' with ^e usual 
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pkxldiiig regularity and expedition of a kmg 
or heavy coach in any other part of the king- 
dom. During the summer and autumn 
months it wtui crowded with tourists and their 
baggage, a motley catalogue of guns, fishing 
rods, pointers, creels, and baskets. This use- 
ful vehicle, which in its day had the honour of 
introducing among our mountains some very 
distinguished individuals, including Southey, 
Sir Humphry Davy, and many other names 
eminent in literature and science, was with- 
drawn last week to make 'room fcur a daily 
mail coach, spick and span new, with new 
guards in new liveries, and horses that find no 
difficulty, even at the ugly pass of Sloch- 
muich, in clearing nine miles an hour. For 
this we have to thank Lord Lichfield and the 
General Post-office." 

July 20. — ^A paragn^h records the unexpected 
death of the Rev. t)onald Eraser, of Saikhill, 
which occurred on the 12th inst. Qo the 
morning of that day Mr Eraser attended a 
funeral at Kiltarlity, and was returning home 
in a giff driven by a boy, when the horse 
stumbled, and he was thrown from his seat 
Mr Eraser did not seem to be seriously hurt, 
but he grew worse during the afternoon, and 
expired the same evening at deven o'clock. 
He had burst a blood vessel. "The deceased 
was a highly popular clergyman, of great 
talent, learning, and eloqueoce, and of accom- 
plished manners. There was scarcely a pulpit 
within the wide circle of the Northern Ck>un- 
ties in which his virtues were not eulogised 
last Sunday, in language which came from the 
heart, and awakened kindred emotions on the 
part of the congregation." The deceased was 
in ihe 54th year of his age, and succeeded his 
father as mmister of the parish of Kirkbill 
in 1802. 

Ibid.— The Sheep and Wool Market took place 
the previous week. 'Thursday and Eriday 
were the appointed days, but it was Saturday 
before the jprincipal lots changed owners, or 
any idea ot the prices likely to prevail could 
be obtained." The market was thus settling 
into the position which still exists, except 
that Thfursday has long been a mere nominal 
day. The market of 1836 was good both for 
sheep and wool. On Cheviot wedders there 
was an advance over the previous year of from 
15 to 20 per cent., and on lambs of from Is to 
2s per head. On ewes, Cheviot and black- 
faced, there was a slisht fall. On the best 
clips of Cheviot wool Uiere was a riM of from 
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48 to ^8 per stone. Pricee are quoted as fol- 
lows: — Cheviot wedders, 24s to 31s 6d; 
ewes, 16s to 19s ; lambs, 9s to 148 ; Uackfaced 
wedders, 15s to 2l8; e^res, 98 to 128; lambs, 
88 6d to lis. Wool— laid blackfaced, 10s to 
22s per otone of 24 lbs. ; luilaid, 128 6d to 
14s. Unwashed cross-bred, 128 6d to 148; 
washed, 148 to 168. Unwashed Cheviot, ITs 
to 188 ; washed, 21« to 258. The inns, we are 
told, were crowded before all former example. 
Public ordinaries were held in the Caledonian 
and Royal Hotels, and there was a talk of 
combining them in the Northern Meeting 
Rooms. It was also suggested that there 
should be a register of buyers and sellers, that 
they might be able more easily to pick one 
another up. 

July 27. — It is announced that Mr Edward 
EUice, junior, had withdrawn from the (posi- 
tion of prospective candidate for the Inver- 
ness Burghs, as it was his object to stand' for 
the Fife Burghs, and with every prospect of 
success. Mr Roderick Macleod of Cadboll, 
theso member for Sutherland, "a long-tried and 
oonsistent Mend of LiBtoal principles," ofiPered 
himfself as a candidate for the Inverness 
Bui^a. 

August 10. — A young man, a sailor, was found 
stabbed on the river bank, above the Stone 
Bridge, and died of his wounds. Inquiries 
led to the arrest of a youth named Mackin- 
tosh, nicknamed Sheely, who is described as 
a prowler. There had been a scufflle in the 
Haugh, in which soldiers and sailors were con- 
cerned, and Mackintosh wadS accused of having 
used a clasp-knife. 

August 17. — ^A! petition was presented in the 
House of Commons by Sir George Sinclair for 
the institution of a Qaelic Professorship in 
oine, at leacrt>, of the Scottish Universities. It 
was signed by 500 persons resident in London 
and its suburbs. Many years, however, were 
to pass before a Celtic chair was founded, not 
by Government, but through ihe efforts of PSro- 
fessor Blackie. 

August 31. — ^Major Oumming Bruce of Dunphail 
announces that he intends at next election to 
withdraw from the representation of the In- 
Temess Burghs. The candidate in the Con- 
servative interest was to be Mr RandoU Mac- 
kenzie, yr. of Scatwell, who had attained his 
majority a year before. At the election of 
January 1835 the contest was very close. Con- 
servatives polling 344 and Liberals 340. The 
"Oourier" urges that at the next contest both 
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parties ibould endeavour to leesen the ex- 
penses. ''The former straggle," it is said, 
"cost Major Cumming Bruce and Mr EUice 
about £lbO0 each — a sum which seems far too 
high consideriDg the number of the oonstitu- 
ency. We know it is argued that the money 
so tip&at circulates among the community and 
benefits part of them; but we question 
whether any working man was ev«r made rich 
by such profusion, which strikes at the parity 
of election, and has a strong tendency to in- 
duce idleness and immorality." 

Ibid. — ^Two public dinners axe reported at 
length. One waa giveo at Inv^emeas to Mr 
Charles Macdougall, advocate, who had been 
appointed to a post in British Quiana. The 
other was giTen at Elgin to Sir Andrew Leith 
Hay, M.P. for the Elgin District of Burghs. 

September 7. — ''Died lately at Braiemoray, John 
Boss, aged fifty, a tenant on Lord Moray's 
property in the district, known aa * Big John.' 
He was the tajlest and stoutest man in aU that 
country, being 6 feet 8 inches in height, and 
proportionately well built and powerful." 

Ibid. — At the County Registration Gourt, Sheriff 
Tytler was caUed upon to decide the question 
whether electors in Grantown should vote in 
the county of Inverness. Tue liberal party 
objected to these votes on the gnrand that the 
district was insulated from the main body of 
the county, and ought to form part of the com- 
bined ooiHities of Nairn and Moray for the 
purposes of the Reform Act. The decision de- 
pended mainly on the question whether a farm 
called Laggan was in the county of Inverness 
or the county of Moray. After a lonp hearing 
Sheriff Tytler held that the alleged disjunction 
of the Grantown district from the bulk of lo- 
vemess-shire had not been sufficiently estab- 
lished. 

September 21.— The price of the "Courier/' like 
the price of other newspi^ere, had been until 
now sevenpence per copy. With the reduc- 
tion of the stamp duty it was now reduced to 
4id. In a note the editor says— "The stamp 
duty was formerly 4d, with twenty per cent, 
discount ; it is now a penny without discount ; 
and if our readers will take the trouBle of cal- 
culating the difference, comparing the above 
with our former scale of charges, they will 
find that, besides the abatement of duty, they 
have an advantage of better than six per cent. 
The London weMj papers, aod those of liver- 
pool, have fixed their price at fivepence. 
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In Scotland, however, fourpenoe-halfpenoy is 
the almost uniTenal charge, and we cheerfully 
go along with our brethren in this reduced 
price, trusting and confidently anticipatiDg 
that by increased sales and diminiehed risk 
and expenditure, we shall ultimately find our- 
selvec remunenU^ for the immediate loss." 
The size of the paiper consisted, as before, of 
four pages, six columns to the page, by-and- 
bye a little widened and length«^ed. Ap- 
parently fears had been expressed that the re- 
duction of newspajpers to the price of 4id 
would endanger thsar tone and character! 
The editor gravely says — **We do not think 
there is auy inclination among the great body 
of the people for depraved sources of intelli- 
gence or objects of excit^nent. They are de- 
siroue, as we hope they will ever be, to possess 
information on all public questions^ but the 
national mind, like the national commerce, is 
in a sound and healthy state. We do not fear 
any influx of worthless publications to injure 
the morals of the people." 

Ibid.— The remains of the youngest daughter of 
the late Qlengarrv were interred on the pre- 
vious Friday in the family burying-ground at 
Invergarry, on the banks of Loch-Oich. The 
young cnief wae the principal mourner, 
dressed in Highland costume, and other rela- 
tives and friends were present. The coffin 
was brought by steamer from Glasgow to one 
of the locks near the burying-ground. ^'The 
effect of the scene, after the c^n was taken 
from the vessel, and conveyed by the clans- 
men, amidst the wild music and the wilder 
hills and glens of the county, was highly im- 
ipressive, especially to the English ladies and 
gentlemen, ipassengere in the vessel, who for 
the first time witn^ued a solemnity of the kind 
in the Highlands.'' 

September 28. — ^There is a long report of the 
txiall of the young man Mackintofih, charged 
with having murdered a sailor by stabbing 
him. He was found guilty, with a recom- 
mendation to mercy, on account of his youth 
(twenty-one). Sentence of death was passed, 
but was afterwards commuted tc transporta- 
tion for life. 

Ibid. — '"We are glad to learn that the pontage 
charged to foot-passengers, strangers, passing 
the bridges of the town, is to be done away 
with in future. A resolution to this effect was 
passed at the Town Oouncil yesterday." 

Ibid.— On Friday, the 9th inst., the Karquis of 
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Himtlj (until the death of the Duke of Gor- 
doD, Earl of Aboyne) paid a yiait to the Glen- 
gany property which he had recently pur- 
chased. The tenantry presented him with an 
address. There was a dinner at Inyergarry 
Inn. 

October 6. — ^Public dinners to Mr Qeorge Traill 
and Sir Qeorge Sinclair, M.P., were given at 
Thurso, and are reported. There was also a 
pohtical meeting at Inverness to bear an 
address from Bir Macleod of Gadboll, M.P. 

Ibid. — At a meeting at Forres it was agreed to 
form a company to introduce gas into the 
town. The old gaol at Forres, "which was 
long ago condemned as unsafe," had just been 
taken down to make room for a new structure. 

October 12. — A fatal accident occurred on Ben- 
Nevis. Three young men had climbed the 
mountain and were coming down. One of 
them, Samuel Kaodonell, Fort-William, who 
had been frequently on the Ben, began to slide 
along certain parts of the slope. The grass, 
however, was slippery, and the young man, 
gathering momentum, lost the power of step- 
ping, and his foot striking a stone, he was 
thrown heading into a ravine and killed. The 
accident and its accompaniments^- such as the 
search for the body by torchlight — ^make an 
impressive story. 

October 19.— The county of Ross solicited the 
Qovemment to turn part of Fort-George into 
a penitentiary for the use of the Northern 
Counties. "In the present state of the prisons 
of the North of Sootland,'* the report ran, 
"confinement within them is productive not oi 
good but of unmixed evil to the community; 
while the public is also subjected to a very 
heavy expense, which would be greatly 
diminished by the conversion of such part of 
Fort-George into a Penitentiary as would 
make the dhange a gainful one even in a 
pecuniary sense, although that benefit be of 
much less importance than the moral good 
which would result from it." The same meet- 
ing resolvea to renew an application for placing 
a mail curricle on the road from Dingwall to 
Lochcarron. 

October 26.— The steamer <<Duchess of Suther- 
land," placed on the route between London 
and Inverness, was to discontinue plying after 
14th November until Febniary. "How far its 
voyages have hitherto remunerated the pro- 
prietors we cannot say, but the public have 
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been great gainers by the speculation." It is 
observed that passengers ootild now take a trip 
from the Thames to Inverness with as much 
ease aA they comld formerly sail to Margate. 

November 2. — ^There is a long report of a public 
dinner given to Lord Qlenelg in the Northern 
Meeting Roonus. Bir Macpherson-Orant of 
Ballindalloch was in the chair. The company 
numbered about 250, and inclnided many 
county gentlemen. Lord Qlenelg delivered an 
eloquent and powerful speech in defence of the 
policy of the Reform Goverument. 

November 2 and 9. — ^There was keen excitement 
at the luTemess municipal election this year. 
Of eight members elected to the Council six 
were Conservatives. Provost Fraser was de- 
feated in the First Ward. One of the repre- 
sentatives in the Second Ward, however, de- 
clined to accept office, and Provost Fra«er was 
elected without opposition. In the meantime 
it* occurred to some persons that the Provost 
had no occasion to retire from the Council in 
the first instance, as by statute he was em- 
powered to serve for not less than three years, 
and he had been re-elected to the chair only 
the year before. The dispute lasted for several 
weeks. In the end Bir John Ferguson was 
elected Provost, and Mr Fraser retired from 
the Council. The heat involved in course 
of the controversy almost led to blows. 

November 9. — ^Dr John Smith was elected Pro- 
vost of Nairn, Dr TuUoch Provost of Fortrose, 
and Mr William Dickson Provost of Forres. 

November 16. — A great Conservative demonstra- 
tion in Ross-shire is reported in this issue to 
the extent of nine and a-half columns — a lart^ 
proportion of a four-page newspaper. The 
gathering took the form of a dinner which was 
held at InverGrondon, in a flax factory at one 
end of the village. The attendance numbered 
247 persons. Mr I>unoan Davidson of TuUoch 
was in the chair, and the croupiers were 
Colonel Munro of Teaninich and Mr John Hay 
Mackenzie of Cromartie. Mr Wilson, of the 
Caledonian Hotel, Inverness, purveyed an en- 
tertaanment which must have taxed this re- 
sources, but for which he received great credit. 
A ship-load of provisions was broucrht from In- 
verness. **When the tables were laid out, the 
people were admitted to take a view of the 
place ; and wiben the whole was over the dif- 
ferent soups that remained were again warmed 
and distributed, with bread, amon^ hundreds 
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of poor penoDB. The dixmer embraced every 
variety uid delicacr, including a plentiful gup- 
ply of game from nill and moor.** The great 
topio of tlie speaking ixras the defence of 
Church aod State. 

November 23.»The Rev. David Campbell, ktte 
of Qlenljon, waa inducted aa pastor of the 
East Otoch. Mr Robert Ron waa elected 
Provost of Cromarty. Mr Hugh Innes Came- 
ron was re-elected Provost of Dingwall. The 
latter was also entertained to a public dinner. 

December 7. — ^A meeting of Commissioneans of 
Supply was held at T^ to discuss the state 
of the Ross-shire jails. The great grievance 
was that civil ddlytors and ^ciM prisoners 
were carried past the Dingwall prison and 
lodged in the prison at Tain, whiob was quite 
unfit for their aoconunodation. Scottish 
prisons generally were still utterly inadequate 
either for security or dasaification. 

December 28.— A short account is given of a 
series of scientific lectures which had been de- 
livered in the Academy Hall by a qualified 
lecturer, Mr Reor. The course embraced 
optics and geology, and alao phrenology, wti^ich 
was at that time engaging attention. There 
were four lectures on geology, with illustra- 
tions. 
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No. XTTT. 

The year 1837 was notable for the death 
of King William IV. and the accession of 
Queen Victoria. Political feeling at the 
time ran high. A bye-election was caused 
in Boes-shire by the appointment of Seaforth 
M Goyemor of Ceylon, and in the contest 
which followed, the Conservative candidate, 
Mr Mackenzie of Applecross, won the seat 
by a large majority. At the General Eleo- 
tio'i which ensued on the accession of the 
new Sovereign, Applecross retained the seat 
without a contest, and The Chisholm again 
defeated Mr Grant of Glenmoriston in the 

County of Inverness. In the Burghs, Mr 
Madeod of Cadboll secured the representa- 
tion for the Whips, but not by a large ma- 
jority. It is ounous to find that Forres was 
then the most Conservative burgh of the 
group. This year there was sreat distress 
in the Western Highlands and Islands, and 
Bubecriptions lor their relief were raised 
throughout the country. In the Inverness 
Town Council parties were very closely 
divided, and the angry spirit which had re- 
cently been exhibited found fresh illustra- 
tion. 

From the ** Inverness Courier." 

1837. 

January 4.»Th«> death ii recorded of Oe^tain 
Alexander Gark, for years master of the 
smack Fame, tiading between London and 
the Northern porta. Captain Clark had an 
adventurous career. He was bom at Covesea, 
in Morayshire, in 1760, and at the age of 
tweWe was pressed into the naval service. He 
served on board the Fortitude line^f-battle- 
ship under Admiral Parker, and was present 
at several engagements (among otheiB with the 
Dutch in 1781 off the Dagger Bank), and sub- 
sequently in the American war. On returning 
to Scotland he became master of a ''free trade" 
lugger, but ultimately gave it up for more 
regular service. As master of the smack 
Fame, ibe enjoyed great respect and oon- 
fideoce. An anecdote illustrates his brave 
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cboTKtvr. "While BuiliDg between London 
anti iDVfmeaa, uS the coa^C of Aberdven, ■ 
large French privateer hove in sight, aod im- 
mediately gave chue, which he no souner 
abaerved tlisn be fortbwitli prepared {or sction, 
ordering his men to (Jie guns, uid a party of 
eoldiers, who were [ortunatelj on board, to 
OTDW. Tba Frsnchmui, on perceiving that 
there waa every nppeurance of his receiving a 
wiirm rccvptiun, alu-tnd off. to the grent morti- 
ficatiOQ both of Buldiers and neiuuen. The cool 
and reiotuta conduct he displayed on this occa- 
sion was Uken hoDounLble notice of at Lloyd's 
office, where an account of the matter waa 
post«d." Captain Clark died at Oromarty. 

lbid.—-'On tlie 11th November, at Strooe-NevU, 
near Fort- Willi am, Evan HacmJllan, aged ime 
hundred years. Tbis veteran, the oldest 
peiwoner in Qceat Britain, entered the army 
in 1758, and was leverelj trouiuled at the 
battle oF Quebec nnder Qeneral Wolfe, in con- 
wqueoce al which he became an onit-penaioner 
of Chelsea Hospital, and cootinued so for the 
period of seveaty-five years. He retained all 
bis facuttiea. except his eyesight, to tba last- 
He ueed Ui give a distinct account of the liegs 
of Fort- William, by tlie army of Priuc« 
Chftrles in 1745, and of other events of that 
LDleresting period, which he bad witneiised." 

Ibid. — Influenza wss raging at tbis time in tha 
North o[ Hcotland. It is staled that in Aber- 
deen and liaoS bu»iiiect wa« almost suspended 
tor a time. In a subsequent issue it is staled 
that the epidemic had reached lovemeH, and 
was very Mvere. 

Junuaj7 16. ^Ao old woman named Isabel Noble, 
better known as Isbbe! Mbor, or Big Isobel, 
died at the Maggot, Inverness, oa tbe lltti 
inat. Sbe was bom the year after the battle 
of Oulloden, near the fatal 6eld. She was a. 
bit of a chuacter, and ber poitrait was painted 
by a local artist, Hr Madnnee. Cbapel Street. 
Isobel was tall, one eyed, and remarkably 
•■plain." 

Ibid. — Tbe North Church, Inverness, was opened 
on the previous Sabbotb, when the Rev. Mr 
Cook preached. It is stated that the cbutch 
had only been commenced about abi months 
previously, and was now nearly finished, and 
about three -fourths of the sittinn taken. 
Tlio Rev. Archibald Cwk, then at Reay, wss 
»o(in nflerwards called as minister. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Inveg-neis, on the 11th Inst., 
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aged 62, Mr Walter Monro, Baptist minister, 
long known in the Highlawto and Islands of 
Scotland as a faithful and laborioos preacher 
of the Qospel." 

Jannaiy 25. — *Tb6 increased communication be- 
tween Inverness and the other Northern Coun- 
ties is strikingly illustrated by the fact that 
the Ferry at Kessock, near this town, which 
about twenty-five years ago used to be let for 
£150 per annum, now draws in a rent of £800 
a year." 

February 1. — A meeting was held in Edinburgh 
to take into consideration the destitute con- 
dition of a large part of t3ie Western High- 
lands and Islands. The crop of 1835 had been 
bad, and the crop of 1836 still worse, causing 
great distress. It was stated that one pro- 
prietor had provided supplies to the amount of 
£1500. Reports of the condition of affairs were 
given from Skye, Lochbroom, the Long Island, 
kc. The meeting resolved to appeal for sub- 
scriptions in England as well as Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^The "Qazette" of January 24th announced 
the elevation of Thomas Alexander Fraser of 
Lovat to the peerage, "by the name, style, and 
title of Baron Lovat of Lovat, in the county of 
Inverness." On his lordship's retmn to the 
North a few weeks later, the event was cele- 
brated with great rejoicings. 

Ibid.— On the 26th of January the Rev. Alex- 
ander Fraser, of Cawdor, was inducted as 
minister of Kirkhill, in succession to his 
father, the late Donaldi Fraser. 

February 15. — ^In a recent boat aoddent in the 
neighboiurhood of Dunvegan, in Skye, thirteen 
lives were lost. ''A meeting had been called 
by the minister to receive information on the 
destitute state of his poor parishioners, so 
widely scattered over that rugged country. 
After it had concluded a party, consisting of 
fifteen persons, left in a boat. In endeavour- 
ing to pass a rock near the shore the boat 
struck; several tried to heave it off the rock, 
but the boat capsized, and thirteen persons, 
twelve men and a woman, were drowned. The 
remaining two escaped, one by clinging to an 
oar, and the other, a female, by getting on a 
rock, whence she was removed after the storm 
had subsided." 

February 22. — ^There is an account of the financial 
returns of the steamer Duchess of Sutherland, 
plying between the Moray Firth and London. 
The first season yidded a profit of only £196 
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IBs 4j<), mid thu was regiuded oa lathet dii- 
couraging. Tbe veiBvl hod been kept OD too 
long, namely, from Uarcb to November, and 
it was intended to alioiten the aeaaon, though 
begiutiDg this jear in March, Tbe export of 
live itock hod proved profitable to sgricultur- 
i»t«, but was not lofficient in ajnount to ba 
■Btiifactoiy to tbe company running the 
■teftmer. The freight waa accordingly to be 
ajlv&nced. 

Ibid. — A. violent gale- from tbe loutb-wett visited 
the district the previoua Saturday. "In the 
County Buildings here no less than twenty-ons 
panes of glass vere blown ia, vhile it wan 
dangerous to walk the Mreeta, Id couMquenca 
of tbe fall of sliLtes, chimney-tops, ke., from 
the roofs of tbe honses. In the county many 
thatched cottages were completely unroofed, 
and fences, luyBtacka, aod outbuildings 
thrown down." 

Ibid. — Operaitons had been regumed at tbe lead 
mines of Strootian. From two to three hun- 
dred pensoui were employed. 

March 1, — A deplorable account ia given of the 
state ol destitution prevailing among the 
people oi Skye. " The unfavourable weather 
destioyed their peata, and they have neither 
money nor opportunities to purchase coals or 
wood. In this extremity the poor pei^le have 
lately in some place* bean driven to conemna 
their lurf hnis and cottages for fire. Thef 
meet and draw lets whose house ia to be taken 
down lor fuel, and afterwords in tbe same 
manner determine which of tlieir number ia 
to maintain tbe poor family deprived of Iheir 
home. Almoflt shnt np by the stormy 
element*, crowding round their miierable Gi^ 
thus scantily ukI painfully supplied — and with 
only, at bug intervaU. a handful of oatmeal 
or potatoes — we know not Lliat the history 
ol the British people ever presented such pic- 
tures of severe unmitigated wont and misery 
as are exemphfied at this movement in the 
cam of tbe poor Highlanders." 

March 8, — The shootings of Anchnaslieen, 
Cabuie, and Dochsmurckan, with the right of 
Ushing on Loch-Rosque and Loch-Fannioh, ars 
advertised to let ou lease. "Hie moors," it 
is stated, "are well stocked with grouse, 
ptarmigan, and blackcock, and red deer may 
be found at all times within the bounds, which 
extend to upwards at 16,000 acres, or twenly- 
flve square miles." 
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Ibid. — The Town Gbondl, by a iiiaj<xity of 11 
to 7 Totes, adopted a report on the subject of 
Dr Ajxliew Bell's endowment for education. 
They resolyed to erect one priacqiai school 
for the education of all classes, and scTeral 
local schools for the education of the poor. 
The minority were in favour of some arrange- 
ment with the Academy. 

March 22. — A poblic meeting was held in Inyer- 
ness, under the aospioes of the Town Council, 
to assist in raising funds for the relief of dis- 
tress in the Western Highlands and Islands. 
ProTost Ferguson was in the chair, and liberal 
subscriptioai were announced. A committee 
in Aberdeen had also arranged for a supply of 
meal and oats. The moyement beoune 
generaL 

April 5. — The appointment is announced of Mr 
J. A. Stewart Mackenide of Seaforth to be 
QoYemor of Oeylon. This created a vacancy 
in the Parliamentaiy representation of the 
county of Ross, and two candidates were al- 
ready in the field. Mr William Mackenzie of 
Muirton came forward in the Whig interest, 
and Mr Thomas Mackenzie of Applecroas came 
forward on behalf of the Obneervatives. 

Ibid. — ^The new Catholic Chapel in Hiuntly Street 
was opened on the previous Sunday by Bishop 
Kyle, assisted by the Rev. Messrs Rankin, of 
Badenoch, and lliomas CSiiaholm, of Strath- 
glass. Among the congregation on the open- 
ing day were the two Sobieeki Stuarts. The 
architect of the church was Mr Kobertson, 
Elgin. 

April 12.— The nomination of candidates for the 
represefitation of the county of Ross took place 
on the previous day. Mr Hay Mackenzie of 
Omnartie nominated Mr Madcenzie of Apple- 
cross, and Mr Horatao Roes of Rossie seconded 
the motion. The nomination of Mr Madcen- 
zie of Muirton was made by Seaforth and 
seconded by Cadboll. The report of the 
speeches on the occasion extends to 5^ news- 
paper cohmMis. Mr Qladctone, ''an extensive 
West Indian merchant," was {n-esent, and 
being appealed to made some remarks in 
criticism of the policy of the Whig Qovem- 
meot. The Conservative candidate said he 
looked on the contest ''not as between Conser- 
vatives and self-styled Liberals, but as a fierce 
struggle between Protestantism and its hydra- 
headed enemies." His opponent replied that 
"be was opposed to Pc^ry because he thought 
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it an enemj to civil lili«rt]'; bat he vlibed to 
•ee it oTercoaie b; mitd meaaa — by the apreod 
of edocation — and he thought, with Or 
Cbkhnttn, that ProtetlantiBm was beat lup- 
ported nut by coercion but by Bplritoal 

Ibid. — " We underitaad tbe extensive and beauti- 
ful Highland estate of Glenelg baa juBt paned 
inU tbe hands of a new proprietor. Lord 
Glenelg ha> dinpoud of it to Jamea Evan 
BaiUie, Esq., foroiorly one of the repreaenta- 
tives for lirielol, ajid at present a banlcer sod 
merchant iii that city. Mi Baillie purchaaed 
another Highland property in Bodeuocb from 
tbe late Duke of Qordoo. The estate of Qlen- 
elg is aaid to have been sold for £77,000." 

April 19. — Tbe conteat in Rosa-abir« resulted in 
favoar of tbe Coomvative candidate. Tbe 
poll stood — For Ur Uaekenzie of Applecroaa, 
i07; for Mr Mackmzie of Hairton. 196; 
majority for Applecroaa, 111. At the preTiooa 
election Seafortb, ac the Whig candidate, had 
a majority of 40. In the same iaeae there is • 
report of a public diuner given to Seaforth at 
Dingwall on his appointmeiat as Qovernor of 

[bid.^A number of aubscribent had made ar- 
rangements with the Magistratea and Town 
Council to [orm a reading room on the ground 
Soor of the Town Hall. Certain tmproTe- 
menti were to be made cm tbe building, and 
UDtil theae were complete tbe aubacriben 
were allowed the ase of tbe Noethera Meeting 

April 26, — Echoes of tbe Rasa-ahire electiMi 
appear in thia number. "Hie chief factor in 
winning the aeat appears to have been the 
Protestant teelbg aroused by the clergy. 

Ibid. — There ia a aumnuuy of the annual report 
of the Parliamentary Conunisaionera for High- 
land Road'a and Bridgea. One of the «abjecta 
wu the recent establiehment of the mail coach 
on the Higlhland rood. "The adoption of this 
arrangement, by which twenty honn in tbe 
coune of tbe Northern poet are aaved, baa 
been principally owing to the recent improve- 
meate at the Paaa of Slochmuich, wliich ha« 
heretofore presented the moat aerions obstacle 
on the line. Tbe obatmction experienced by 
tbe mail from mow in the past winter haa 
been immaterial, compared with that sattained 
ID tbe far more populous Southern and Weat- 
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em diftrictt of Qteut Britain, and -wtm, in 
fact, little beyKmd what, it may be anticipated, 
will be removed by the experience of two ox 
three aeasons. The Oommissioners appear to 
feel encouraged by this result, aa productive 
of a meet important benefit to the country, 
and oonfirmatory of the correctness of the 
views with which a survey <^ the Kighland 
line and the adjacent district was directed." 
This survey was carried out by Mr Joeeph 
MitchelL In course of the year a stone bridge 
of three arches over the river Oidh at Aber- 
chalder had been completed. 

Ibid. — A steeplechase, sweepstakes five sove- 
reigns each, was organised by officers at Fort- 
Qeorge. The course was a circuit of three 
miles in the neighbourhood of Inverness, the 
horses starCing and! finishing in the same field. 
*'It included upwards of twenty leaps, five 
roads, three brooks, eight fallow fields, and 
a beautiful run-in over grass laid for the last 
quarter of a mile." Hie race was won in little 
more than ten minutes. The winner was 
Oaptain Towce's Tramp, which 'Vas jockeyed 
in splendid style by Obtain Duberly, and did 
not make a single mistake throughout the 
race." During the season there had been a 
good deal of coursing. 

May 3. — ^It is stated t/hat the Duchess-Countess 
of Sutherland is providing nlief and assistance 
for 3000 persons oo her estate. 

Ibid.— Mr John Edwards, Sheriff-Substitute, had 
recently been appointed Reoeiver-Qeneral of 
Jamaica. Before his departure a handsome 
silver epergne was presented to him as a mark 
of respect. It bore the following inscription : 
— ^''Presented by landowners and inhabitants 
of the county and royal burgh of Inv^ness, to 
Jdbn Edwi^ds, Esquire, Principal Sheriff- 
Substitute of Invemess-shire, in testimony of 
their approbation of his conduct and character 
as a Judge, their respect for his talents, their 
esteem for his private virtues. — ^29th April 
1837." The plate was accompanied by an 
address, and the presentation was made by 
Mackintosh of Mackintoi^ At the April 
county meeting a resolution was also pamed 
bearing testimony to the "zeal, ability, in- 
tegrity, and great l^gal knowledge," which Mr 
Edwards had displayed in his administration 
of the civil and criminal business of the 
oofimt^. 
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Ibid. — A 1011111 da; iougt was dincoveied on the 
margin of a ■tream near lOTeniesH. "lu the 
[oreliead is placed a nordle. run tar inta the 
hand ; and aeveral pina aod n^le* garni*b 
tba lower parta of tiie figure. Tlie bod; and 
«rmi are faitened lo the head by meana ol red 
■ilk thmtds. diapoiied in equal nuroben on 
each lide." Thix wai a vinilictive form ol 
lupeMtitJDu. of irliifh eiampka haTe been 
found at a mnch m-ire recent dile, 

Uaj 10.— The S.vjiod of Rom and the Bfood of 
Uoraj botli petitioned ngaioBt tlie bill for tbe 
abolition of Chnrcli rates in England. 

Ibid. — There is a notice of a "remaikable 
pamphlet" b; Ur Rowland Hill, advocating 
the ettoblinhment of a penny post. The facta 
and figures are carefnllj noted and discua»ed. 

May 17.— Bj fhe deaUi of a Magistrate, Bailie 
Stalker, a vaenncy bad been creat«J in the 
Town Oottucit. Tha membewhip of the 
CoBodl was thus equally divided between 
TorieK and Whigs, ten on eath side. The 
election o( a Couocillor ad interim revived k 
■lumbering feud. The Conaarvatives put for- 
ward ai their candidate Mr David Roae, tbe 
Whiga Mr Kenneth DongUa, Tlie Conaervft- 
tivea, however, it waa evident, would have the 
cacting vote of the Provost, and accordingly 
the ten Reform candidal ea abtented them- 
«elve« from the meeting. The other ten, how- 
ever, met aiid decliued Mr Roee elected. A 
lawyer waa prcaent and entered a pmteit. 

Ibid. — A letter ia published, written byAlexsndet 
Omy, a drover in Sutherland in 1739, de- 
anibing an attempt to take rittl? from bin 
near InvemeaB. He woe nn hi« way lo CrieS 
fair with "a great drove." A body of men at 
Lochasfaie endeavoured to leaure a ahare, oITer- 
ing even lo take "half -n,- dozen or thereliy," aod 
diatnrb him no more. Tbe attempt waa made 
in tbe darkuen ot (lie night. Gray and hiE 
atsietanlf, however, refused, and waiting till 
morning tbey aeiit au expresi to Inveriieiw to 
borrow anna from gentlemen of their acqnaint- 
ance, " Upon our obligation lo retu 
anna or pay their value, got l &ne c 
hnlateiB, mounted with brofi. a single bulster. 
likewise mounted with hTii«i. and a aiiie 
pitatoll, mounted witli silver, which oni 
drovera carried in as privst a, m&uuer ae po*- 
■ible, meaning oothing bnt our own defence 
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fnNn the freqojuit attacts of those thieret who 
(«a it uppean to up) are the only people 
allowed by the military to carry arms. This 
precaotioo had the desyred effect, aod we pro- 
ceeded with our cattle. On onr return home 
our drirers wlko carried pisstoDs were seised 
by Colin Ounpbdl, Serjeant in Gkptain Ounp- 
biell off Ckrrigys Company, logeing at Riren 
in Badenoch, and toc^ away the pistolle and 
threatened to putt themselTes in prison." 
This, it will be obserred. was seTeo years be- 
loce the battle of Cnfloden. 

Jane 7. — ^The two preceding files are absoitw It 
is annoonced on this date that a new coadi, 
"The Highlander," was to nm from Inver- 
gOTdon to Tun. A conreyaoce had also begim 
to nm to Strathpeffer. Cosdi trarelling, we 
are told, had lately made rapid strides in the 
Highlands. A mail curricle had been mmnng 
thrcmgh the Great Glen since October. 

June 14. — ^The editor begins a series of interest- 
ing '^otes on the Boad." The first describes 
the coonty from InTemess to Dingwall, includ- 
ing Brahan Outk. The same issue contains 
the report of a dinner giren at Stirling to Mr 
W. H. Oolquboon, who was Sheriff-Snbstitiite 
for the Western District of Perthshire, and 
had just been appointed principal Sheriff- 
Sobstitiite of InTemess-Bhire. 

June 2L — An interdict had been obtained from 
liocd C^mningham against further proceedings 
by the InTeroess Town Cboncil until the 
Tscancy recently created by one of the Bailies 
was filled op and completed in terms of law. 
"The labours of oor local lepresentatires are 
thus pot to a stand for the present. We pre- 
SBflM the Bin of So^iension and Interdict will 
be disposed of before the rising of the Oonrl 
next month; if not, the bosiness of the 
OoancQ may hare to lie over nntil the ammal 
election in Norember." 

Ibid. — Hie following paragraph is quoted from 
an Aberdeen newspaper: — ^^In the year 1787 
the estate of Gkngarry produced £800 a year ; 
the present rental is upwards of £7000. In 
1799 the ertate of Lastlehill, in Inremess- 
shire, was sold under the authority of the 
Gburt of Seasioo for £8000; in ItilM it pv» 
doced £80,000. In 1781 Gkndg. in InTemess 
shire, produced an income of £600 a year; in 
1796 it was sold for £30,000; in 1811 Urd 
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Olanelg gave £100,000 for It, and hU lordship 
lately Bold it for £77,000. la 1777 Fairbuni 
yielded £700 ft year; in 1824 it sold (or 
£80,000. Id 1790 lUdcactle sold for £85,000 j 
in 1824 it m>U for the large <nim of £136,000. 
The rental of the e»U.te o( Die Ohuholm wu 
£700 in I7S3, iLud aT present «xceed< £5000 pec 
annum. In 1791 tlie rental of tb» Orkney 
lalandB waj £19,000; umr they produce 
£70,000; and in 1760 the rent&l of ArgyllEhin 
was under £20,000, now £192,000." There ii 
a DUBtake in tba above paragraph. In ami 
notes for 1824 it is staled tlial the Right Bon. 
Charlei Gmut (aft*rrftrds Lord Glenelg) 
boDght the estate of Gleuelg in that year foi 
£82,000; but it ia added that a few yean 
prerlously the aiune estate fetched neoily 
£100.000. 

Ibid. — The ceremony of laying tbe fonndation- 
atone of the inner basin of the new tiarbMir at 
StotGeld Point, Lonieniouth, took place on 
the 16th inst. The stone waa laid by Lielit.- 
Oolonel James Brander of Pilgaveny, tlie pro- 
prietor of the £ita, with the aasiataQce ol tb* 
Tritiity Lodge of Freemasons, and iu presence 
of the CfaairmaD oni) aliarehnlderi of the Har- 
bonr Company, aod representutives of the 
bnrgb of Elgin. 

June 28.— King William IV. died on the 20tb 
inst., and was succeeded by Queen Victoria. 
The young Queen's declatstion on aaatuning 
the throne is dvacribed ea "one of tbe moat 
affecting Had udmirolile State documecta erei 
penned." Tbe prochunation of the new 
SoTe[«ign WOK made at the Market Cram of 
lovepneaa by SbtriS Colquhoun in presenoe 
of the Uagistratei and a large gathering of 
townspeople. Tlie Duke of Cnmberland be- 
catoe King of Hanover. 

Ibid.— 'The fine estate of Qe.inies, in Easter 
RoM. baa b«en ^urchaaed by Mr Munsy, 
banker, Tain, for the sum of £59,000." 

Ibid. — There ia a description of the monumeDt on 
Ben-Bhraggie to the metnoT? of tbp first Ouka 
of SotherLuid, which was then in coarse of 
erection. It waa aDbscribed lor by tiM 
tenanlry, by whom the Duko waa respected 
in no ordinary degree. Tlio site is almost 
foorteen hundred fevt a^ve sea-levid. Tbe 
pedestal, seventy.sii feet in licight, was built 
from a design by Mr Burn, The stone wm 
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excavated from a quarry of hard redl aandstone 
found on the spot. 'To crown this magnificent 
pedestal a statae of equaUy gigantic propor- 
tions is in progresB. A model of the figure 
was moulded by Chantrey, which contains an 
admirable likeness of the late Duke, in an 
erect attitude, as if standing to speak, arrayed 
in the toga or gown. This statue will be 
thirty feet Ia height, making with the pedestal 
an devaticm of a hundred and six feet, and 
forming a conspicuous landmark far and near, 
by sea and land, on both eides of the Moray 
Firth. The stone of which the statue will be 
composed is found at Brora; it is of drab 
colour, which gradually whitens on exposore. 
The execution of this work has been entrusted 
by Sir Francis Ohantrey to the skilful and 
practised hand of Mir llieakstone, who also 
constructed the monument to the Duke of 
Sutherland at Trentham, in Staffordshire. 
.... Although the model of Ohantrey is 
only four feet in height, and the statue will be 
thirty, every line and feature can be preserved 
by the mo«t exact admeasurement^ and by 
mechanical processes which impose a check on 
eacfb and secure certainty to the whole." The 
same issue contains an account of the improve- 
ments effected on Dornoch Cathedral by the 
Duchess of Sutherland, from designs by 
Ohantrey and Bum. 

Ibid. — ''A person ploughing in a field near Clash- 
more, county of Sutherkoid, on the 12th inst., 
turned up a wedge or bar of gold, about a 
quarter of an incb in Uiickness, three inche« 
long, and an inch and a-half in breadth. 
There is no engraving on the piece, but some- 
thing like a stamp appears on one side.*' 

July 5.-'*Lotrd Cunningham recalled the inter- 
dict granted in the case of the Inverness Town 
Ooimcil. His opinion on tue merits was in 
favour of the validity of Mr Rose's nomina- 
Uxm, 

Ibid. — ^Mr Innes of Sandside lias laid out con- 
siderable sums in constructing a harbour at 
his place, under the direction of Mr Bremncr, 
engineer. 

July 12. — "The salmon fishing has lately proved 
▼ery productive in some of our Northern 
streams. In the river Beauly above a thou- 
sand salmon and grilse were taken in one 
Bight." 
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July 19.— At the Inyerness Wool Market, h^ 
the previous week, the trade in wool waa 
paralysed by a recent reyulnoD in the 
commercial world. She^, fortunately, 
were in more demand than the 
fleece. They were diq>08ed of to the 
▼alue of £50,000 or £60,000 at fair 
prices. ''The moat valuable lot of Cheviot 
sheep in the North, or perhaps in Scotland, 
waa sold by Mr Houston, Elintradwell, to Mi 
Andrew Lamb, Liverpool, at £1 80 each fot 
wedders, and IBs for ewee. The former is the 
highest by Is obtained at the madcet; last 
year the same stock of wedders were wAd for 
£1 lis 6d." The run of prices was atated as 
follows: — Cheviot wedders, 19s to £1 8s; 
cross wedders, 18s to £1 4s ; blackfacedl wed- 
ders, 138 to 16a; Clieviot ewes, 14s to 19s; 
cross ewee, 128 to 168 6d; blackfaced ewee, 
8s to 12s; CSieviot wedder lambs, 10s to ISe; 
cross wedder lambs, 9s to lis; blackfaced 
wedder kunbs, 88 to 98 6d. The attendance 
of buyers from the South was scarcely so 
large as the previous year, but the public 
ordinaries were crowded. "The pMicity of 
business was an inducement to prolong the 
festivities, and on Friday The Chiabc^ pre- 
sented the company [at thei Caledonian Hotel] 
with five dozen of claret.' There was dis- 
cussion of a question which had been started 
the previous year, as to whether there should 
be an annual dinner in the Northern Meeting 
Kooma to accommodate the visitors at the 
two chief hotels, the Caledonian and Boyal. 
A deputation came from the latter to the 
festive party in the Caledonian to recommend 
the proposal, but the gathering there was in 
no mood to consent. *' To put an end to the 
confusion— for the room was very crowded 
and considerable excitement prevailed — ^The 
Chisholm proposed 'Good Evening,' and 
the party broke up. It -was remarked that the 
deputation was not bowed out, but drunk 
out!** Another proposal which had been 
mooted to draw up a register for the market 
was found to be impracticable. 

July 26. — Parliament was prorogued on the 17th 
inst., and dissolved the same evening. The 
Inverness Burghs were greatly excited over 
the contest between the Whig candidate, Mr 
Madeod of CodboU, and his Conservative op- 
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pooent, Mr lUckenzie, jrr. of ScatweO. *'Tbe 
Magiitntoi fasTe this eTcning svom in coa- 
•UkUfefl to paSrc^ the streets donng the ni^iL 
hot we tzmr there will be do oocasioo for their 
ioiexicfeDce. . . . There are, imfortii- 
aatelj, sereEftl poor ekcton who, either froai 
f»bfn]ity or intempeiaDce, are vaahle to take 
care of tlif ■■lives at such a tine as the pre- 
acBt; and aa thej gcAeraDr Tote with the 
partj who hare than last in their poaKsnoo 
before the poQ, th^ occasioQ a constant 
straggle between the riral partisana. Let 
ovr respectable townsmen exert themselren to 
preaerre order, and secure to all freedom oi 
thooght and action.** It is annonnced that no 
opposition was to be made to the re-election 
of Mr Marki^nrie of Applecrocs for the ooantr 
of Boas. Sir Andrew Leith Hst was re- 
dected withoat opposition mfrobrr for the 
Elgin Bori^ia. 
Jnly 27. — A second edition of this date reports 
the nominations for the InTemess Bnrgfas. 
Mr Frass of Abmarif nominated Mr Mac- 
leod of Oidboll, and Colonel John 6. Ron of 
Strathgarre seconded. Proroat Ferguson pro- 
posed Mr Mackemie, jr. of ScatweD, and Dr 
Mmro seconded There was warm oontro> 
Tersj about the Protestant constitution of the 



Angnst 2. — ^TTke reenh of the contest in the 
b«r|^ is recorded. The totals were — ^Mac- 
leod, 336; Madrrrri^, 31 1 ; majoritT for Ckd- 
boll, 19. It maj be interesting to giro the 
figures in the Tarioos borghs — ^Inremess, 221 
for Madeod. 192 for Mackenzie. Forres, 55 
for Macleod, 75 for Markenirie. Nairn, 36 foe 
Madeod, 25 for Mackenzie. Fortroee, 2\ for 
Madeod, 25 for Mackenzie. Each side put 
forth its ntmost efforts. "From an appre- 
hension that attempts would be made, cr con- 
tinned, to carry off electors, the friends of Mr 
Madeod had men stationed during the pre 
TioQs night at the different oitraoces to the 
town. ... It was understood that sereral 
electors were on board the Dncbees of Suther- 
land steama*, in her passage from London ; 
and as the Tessd was expected to arrire 
during the aftemooo, many an eye was tnmed 
t o w aids the Moray Firth. About thr^ o'dock 
two gentlemen arriTtd in a poet-chaise, haring 
left th» 'Duchess' at Bnrghead, wb»ce a 
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Tehide wai in waiting to convey them to In- 
vemeBs; they both polled for Mr Mackenzie. 
Two supporters of Mr Macleod. who were on 
board, had previonrij gone ashore at Banff, 
but could obtain no vehide to convey them 
forward." A protest was read against the 
return of CadbolL 

Ibid. — ^The Hon. William Howard was returned 
without opposition as member for the county 
of Sutherland. Mr Horatio Rom of Roseie 
was mentioned as a candidate for the city of 
Abeideen, but he was abroad at the time, and 
his party retired from the contest. Mr Ban- 
nerman was returned unopposed. 

August 9. — ^The contest for the county occupies 
a large part of this issue. Mr Fraser of NefW- 
ton proposed The Chishdm. and Captain 
Shaw, Culblair, seconded. Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh proposed Glenmoriston, and Mr 
Macpherson-Qrant of Ballindalloob seconded. 
The result of the poll was — Chisholm, 303; 
Glenmoriston, 249; majority for Chlsholm, 
54. This was exactly double the majority 
which Chisholm had obtained at the previous 
election. There were recriminations between 
the two parties as to <undue influence. 
Chisholm declared that one of his voters had 
been carried away — "I do not know where, 
but he did not come to the p<^" 

Ibid. — ^In the united counties of Elgin and Nairn 
the Hon. Colonel Grant of Grant was returned 
unopposed. In Caithness Sir George Sinclair 
defended Mr George Traill. In the Northern 
Burghs Mr James Loch was elected without 
opposition. 

August 16. — A committee which had been 
formed for the erection of a monument to the 
late Duke of Gordon had met with liberal 
support. The Earl of Moray offered a site cm 
the LadyhiU at Elgin, which was gratefully 
accepted. 

August 23. — ^A cacte under the Veto Act came 
before the Presbytery of Tain. A consider- 
able majority of the communicants objected to 
the settlement of the Rev. Daniel Macbride, 
who had been presented to the pastorate of 
the parish of Logie-Easter. The Presbytery 
were now investigating tbe case. In the same 
issue there is an interesting series of notes by 
a visitor to the Island of Lews. The writer 
was probably the late Mr Joseph Mitchell, 
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C.K. He states that the ''cutty stool'* still 
flourbhed in some parts of the island in all its 
primeval glory. 

Ibid. — At the anniversary meeting of the 
Northern Missionary Society at Dingwall, the 
collection at the gate amounted to £16 ITs 6d, 
and subscriptions and donations to £33 18b 6d. 
"The meeting recorded their cordial^ concur- 
rence in the expressions of deep interest 
minuted by the last meeting at Inverness in 
the future success of the Hev. John Maodon- 
aid. now about to proceed to British India as 
a missionary under the direction of the General 
Assembly." 

August 30. — ^There is a report of a public dinner 
given at Forres to Mr Macleod, M.P. Mir 
James Bell, surgeon, was in the chair, and 
there were representatives from other burghs. 
The editor states that '4t was perhaps the 
most num/erously attended public dinner that 
ever took place in that neat and! spirited little 
town." Mr Madeod had previously been en- 
tertained to a public dinner at Cromarty. 

lUd. — ^A severe storm occurred the previous 
week in the Moray Firth. A herring boat and 
sloop were wrecked at Lossiemouth, and nine 
lives were lost. Two boats were swamped in 
Findhom bay, but the crews were saved ex- 
cept one man. 

Ibiid. — ^There was correspondence about a 
Badenoch voter who, it was said, had pledged 
himseU to be neutral and afterwards voted. 
The man himself writes in tMs issue assert- 
ing that he violated no pledge. "I beg to 
mention," he says, "that the words used by me 
when hard pressed to pledge were, 'As yet it 
is my opinion that I will not vote.' I never 
considered these words as a pledge to stand 
neutral." The distinction was a fine one. 
The same issue gives a quotation £rom a letter 
written about eighty years before by Bayne ol 
Tulloch to Sir Harry Munro of Fow^ re- 
lating to an electioneering contest. Bayne 
wrote that he had sincerely intended to sup- 
port Sir Harry's interest, but he was under 
serious disadvantages, particularly the want of 
sight, which prevented his freedom of action ; 
"for I was led about from place to place, as 
yon must have heard, and not allowed to go 
to my own house until the election was over.'' 

September 6.— Two Parliamentary Commis- 
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sionen, Messrs Dick and Stewart, met ths 
miniiAers of the several religious congrega- 
tions in tbe to'wn and parish of Inyemess, in 
order to ascertain the alleged deficiency of 
Church aceoinmodation for the population at 
large. Clergymeu of all denominations gave 
evidence. Tlie Commission sat a whole day, 
from ten to half-past six o'clock. There is 
nothing of great importance in the report, but 
individuals who care to refer to it may find it 
interesting. The North Church had been 
opened, and the Wesc Church was in course 
of erection. The foundation-stone of a new 
Episcopal Church (St John's) was laid on 31st 
August. 

Ibid. — ^In making the alterations and repairs for 
the reading-rooms in the Town House, the 
ancient palbdium, dachnacudain, had been 
sunk to the level of the pavement. This 
roused public sentiment, and a memorial waa 
presented to the Town Council for its restora- 
tion to its old site. A liandbill was also 
issued, stating that the '*Clachnacuddin boys" 
would assemble and raise the stone them- 
selves if tbe local authorities did not under- 
take the duty before the 4th inst. Some time 
previous, however, the Council had agreed to 
proceed with the exhumation, and on the pre- 
vious Saturday the task was accomplished. A 
crowd assembled to celebrate thie occasion, 
and a bottle of wine was broken over the 
stone. 

Ibid.— The Hifchhnd Society had lately awarded 
a silver medal to Mr John Grigor, nursery and 
seedsman, Forres, for a report on the native 
pine forests of Scotland. The report is made 
the subject of a column of notes. 

Ibid.— As the attendance at the Northern Meet- 
ing had been falling off for some years, tfae 
Secretary, Mr A. Fraser, addressed the 
stewards and permanent members, requesting 
them and their families to make up parties and 
induce their friends to attend. The Secretary 
also announces that it is proposed to hold 
games on the Thursday and Friday of the 
Meeting, to afford outdoor amusement. This 
appears to have been the beginning of the 
present annual games at the Northern Meet- 
ing. 

September 13. — On the previous Friday, tha 
Conservative electors of Forres and district 
entertained the late member. Major Cumming 

27 
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Bruce, and the unsucoessful candidate, Mr 
Mackenzie, yr. of Scatwell, to a public dinner 
in the St Lawrence Lodge Assembly Rooms. 
Brodie of Brodie was in the chair, and the 
attendance numbered 175. The editor re- 
marks that "pubHc dinners are at present the 
rage in the North." The newspaper files fully 
bear out this statement. We have already 
mentioned two dinners given to Macleod of 
Oadboll; other two followed, one at Fortrose 
and another at Inverness. Each political party 
apparently strove to get oip tihe biggest dinner. 

September 20.— Mr Charles Macdougall, ad- 
vocate, died at Georgetown, Demerara, on the 
27th of July. He was carried off by yellow 
fever, which raged with unusual severity in 
British Guiana. "His was a hard fate, a 
very extensive practice opening to him; 
K>oking forward by the next packet for his 
appointment as Attorney-General, the salary 
of which office had been increased to £1000 
a year." Mr Maodiougall was entertained to 
a public dinner in Livemeas in August 1836. 
He 18 described as a townsman. 

Ibid. — ^''On the 4th inst. some of the 
party at Flowerdale, consisting of Lords 
LofUis, Alford, Jocelyn, Mr Mlahar, and 
Oaptain Stephenson, killed two magnificent 
stags, which, from their uncommon size, had 
been the wonder of the neighbourhood for the 
last two years. The one (without head and 
ofiEal) weighed 18 and the other 17 Dutch 
stones, llie fat near the hind part was 3^ 
inches deep. The distance between the ex- 
treme points of the hormt was, of the oi<e 34 
fnohetf, of the other 29^ inches. Two suob 
animals, we believe, have not been killed in 
the Highlands for many years." 

Ibid. — At the Circuit Court two persons were 
convictec} of forgery, and were sentenced to 
transportation for life. Two persons con- 
victed of assault, but faand to be Insane, were 
ordered to be confined in jail, one at Ding- 
wall, the other at Elgin. The Lord Justice- 
Clerk congratulated the Sheriff on the diminiz- 
tion of serious crime, but regretted to fina 
that the crime of assault appeared to be as 
common as ever, if not more so. He also 
spoke of the benefit that would arise to the 
coimtiy if the Sheriffs were empowered to 
summon juries and dispose of minor caaee. 

September 27.— The editor speaks of the graU- 
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fying progress ina<ie in the drculation of the 
"Oourier, ' and says at the same time that he 
beUeves the number of readers to be twenty 
times the number of subecribers. "In the 
villages several families not infrequently still 
club for the pi^r ; it is read by ea6h of these 
successiyely, and is afterwards sold at half- 
price, when it is introduced to a new circle of 
readers, or is sent off to some son or brother 
in the East or West Indies. In the towns the 
same system prevails; and we know of one 
induatrioufl individual in Inverness who gener- 
ally purchases from ten to fifteen copies of our 
paper weekly, and turns an honest penny by 
letting them out at a small sum for every two 
hours.** This was in the days of high-priced 
newspapers. 

Ibid. — ^Messrs John Qibb ft Son have obtained 
the contract for supplying all the granite 
which will be required from Aberdeen, for the 
river wall to he built in front of the new 
Houses of Parliament. Thia will prove an ex- 
cellent winter's job tor masons and others em- 
ployed in the granite quarries in the vidnitj 
of Aberdeen.** 

Ibid — ^The obitxiary contains the record of the 
death of William Murray of Geanies, in the 
38th year of his age. The editor adds—*' We 
cannot permit thia obituary notice to appear 
without adding that, by the death of Mr 
Murray, the county of Koss has lost one of 
its most useful and estimable public man. He 
held various situations, and discharged their 
duties with zeal and ability ; while his frank 
and cordial manners and unaffected kindness 
of disposition endeared him to all with whom 
he had intercourse.** Another obituai^ notice 
is that of the Rev. Wilham Gordon, Elgin, io 
the 86th year of his age, and sixty-second of 
his ministry. For fifty-three years he was 
one of the Established clergy of Elgin. 'Hr 
Gordon was distinguished for his sound and 
clear judgment, strict integrity, undeviating 
rectitude, and sincere unaffected piety.** 

October 4. — ^The Northern Meeting is described 
as the nK>st gay and spirited that had twen 
witnessed for at least ten years. The nobiUty 
and gentry were anxious to infuse new life 
into the festival. In addition to the usual 
balls and parties, popular games were insti- 
tuted on this occasion. Th^ were held on a 
field belonging to Mr Wilson, of the Oaledoniao 
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Hotel, situated near the Longmao. "Oon- 
aidering the novelty of public cfports of this 
description in Inyemess, the competitors ac- 
quitted themselves in a highly creditable man- 
ner." The games consisted of throwing the 
hammer, putting the stone, running, leaping, 
sack and wheelbarrow races^ wrestling, and 
rifle shooting. There was no dancing or bag- 
pipe playing. It is announced that from £50 
to £lvX) had been subscribed for prizes for the 
following year. 

October 11.— "The Rev. Mr Barclay, of Aul- 
dettTD, has recently shown his good taste in 
collecting and replacing, at considerable 
personal expense and trouble, various ancient 
monuments which had long l&in scattered 
about the interesting Church-yard of his 
parish. He has also restored the original in> 
BcriptioiDs of a tombstone and tablet, the latter 
in the ancient choir attached to the church, 
which were intended to commemorate the 
heroes of the Covenant, who fell at the battle 
of Auldearn, gained by Montrose." The tomb- 
stone was inscribed to Captain Bernard Mac- 
kenzie, and the tablet had been erected by 
Sir Robert Innes to three gentlemen named 
Murray or ^*Morray." It is stated as rather 
remarkable that a large proportion of the 'In- 
habitants of the town of Nairn, not of the 
fii^Mng class, still continued to have their 
burial places in Auldearn, nearly three miles 
distant. "To these they cling with a romantic 
feeling, and the funerals of the poorest are 
well attended all the way." 

Ibid. — A large body of emigrants sailed from 
Tobermory on the 27th of September fen: New 
South Waled. The vessel was the Brilliant, 
and its size and splendid fittings were greatly 
ft(hnired. "The people to be conveyed by this 
voBse) are decidedly the most valuable that 
have ever left the shores of Qreat Britain; 
they are all of excellent moral character, and 
from their knowledge of agriculture, and 
management of sheep and cattle, must 
prove a most valuable acquisition to a colony 
like New South Wales." The Rev. Mr Mac- 
pheccfon, of Tobermory, preached a farewell 
sermon before the party sailed. The total 
number of emigrants was 322, made up as 
follows : — ^From Ardnamurchaa and Strontian, 
105; Ooll and Tiree, 104; Mull and lona, 56; 
Morven, 26; Dunoon, 28; te«oheiB, 2; sur- 
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gcoDS, 2. A visitor from Kew South Wales 
preiented as many of the party as he met with 
letters of iiitroducti«>n, and expressed himself 
iiighly gratified with the prospect of having 
so valuable ao addition to the colony. A Gk>- 
venunent agent superintended the embarka- 
tion. 

October 18. — On the previous Thursday Mr Ifac- 
leod of ObdboU, M.P., was entertained to a 
public dinner in the Northern Meeting Booms, 
Inverness. Captain Fraser of Balnain was in 
the chair, and the company numbered over 
300. The dinner speeches are reported at 
length. A Conservative dinner wa« held soon 
afterwards at Fortrose. 

Ibid. — ^A University Commission was about to 
sit at Aberdeen. The "Courier" suggested 
tnat instead of maintaining two Colleges at 
Aberdeen, the authorities rho>uld transfer one 
to Inverness. The opportunity, however, was 
not embraced. 

November 1. — ^The following paragraph appears 
in the obituary column: — *'In the China seas, 
on the 17th August 1836, aged 34, Captain 
William Mackay, of tlie brig Fairy, univers- 
ally respected by the community in which he 
lived, and deeply lamented by his relations at 
home. He fell a sacrifice to the rapacity of 
a mutinous crew, who conspired together to 
gain possession of the specie with which he 
was returning to Osmton, and having first 
murdered the officers, one after another, 
made their escape with the treasure after 
sinking the vessel near the coast of Manila." 

Novemb^ 8. — A meeting of the shareholders of 
the Duchess of Sutherland steamer is reported. 
The accounts showed a surplus of receipts for 
the season of £1553 There was, however, a 
large sum due for interest^ and a motion was 
submitted requiring the manager to call a 
special general meeting, in order to consider 
and dispose of a motion to sell the vessel and 
dissolve the Company. This resolution was 
adopted by shareholders representing 335 
shares, as against shareholders representing 
324 shares. The amount of capital advanced, 
of interest and of debt, came to £17,920. The 
original cost of the vessel was £16,832, and 
allowing for wear and tear, it was computed 
that during the three years of the co- 
partnery the loss had amounted to £5296. 

Ibid. — ^A new bridge at Arkaig, Lochaber, near 
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the house and grounds of Lochiel, had just 
been completed. It consisted of a timber 
trussed arch of 70 feet span, with stone dbut- 
ments. The bridge was deaigned by Mr 
Joeeph Mitchell. 

\bid. — At the annual election for the Invemees 
Town Council, four Conservatires and three 
Liberals were returned. This left the Council 
in exactly the same position aa before, con- 
sisting of eleven Consenratives and ten 
Liberals. The contest, says the report, was 
conducted with order and good humour. 

November 16. — **0n Wednesday last the vener- 
able minister of Ardersier, the Rev. Pryse 
Camobell, baptised his own great-grandison. 
Children and grand-children of the rev. gentle^ 
man were present at the ceremony." The 
same issue records the erection of a church 
near Erchless OsuPtle, in Strathglass, by 
Chisholm ol Chishoim, M.P. 

November 22.- --TlhA death is recorded of Mr 
David Stalker, solicitor, Inverness. Mr 
Stalker was for some time editor of the "Inver- 
ness Journal." 

December 6. — ^Mr Qeorge Cameron, solicitor, 
Inverness, was appointed Sheriff-Substitute 
at Fort-WillianL A meeting of the sharehold- 
ers of the Duchess of Sutherland steamer con- 
firmed the resolution to diispoee of the vessel, 
and wind up the Company. 

December 27. — ^The last publication of the year 
expressed sorrow and regret that war had 
broken out in Canada. The insurgents had 
aSMembled near Montreal, to the number of 
3000, and inflicted a defeat on the Royal 
troops, who lost two pieces of cannon. 
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No. XIV. 

The yeftr 1838 is memorable politically tor 
the troubles whiGh arose from the revolt in 
Canada and the proceedings of Lord Durham 
as High Commissioner. The Radicals be- 
came increasingly hostile to the Whig Go- 
vernment of Lord Melbourne, and the Tories 
were powerfully led by Sir Robert Peel. 
0*Connell and his Irish followers were active 
in various ways, which did not add to the 
popularity of the Government. The corona- 
tion of Que«i Victoria in June formed a 
pleasant interlude to the tLUgry discussions of 
Parliament. "For the first time sinoe the 
^eign of Charles 11. there was a public pro- 
cession, affording a large mass of the people 
an opportunity of being witnesses of the 
pageant, which for nearly two centuries had 
been reserved for a select few." It is not«d 
by annalists that the loudest sieclamations 
were for the young Queen, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and the Duke's old antagonist. 
Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia. In Scot- 
land the year was marked by the decision of 
the Court of Session in the Auditerarder 
case, which ultimately led to the Disruption. 
The spring of 1838 was verv severe, and notes 
will be found below on the weather in the 
Highlands. 



From the " Inverness Courier.^ 

1838. 

January 3. — "We are glad to find thai our friend 
and countryman, Mr Murdo Young, editor and 
proprietor of the 'Sun,' has purchased from 
Mr D. Whittle Harv^, and the other proprie- 
tors, the copyright of the * True Sun,' and has 
merged the Radica) journal in bis own.'* 
These were two papers which made consider- 
able stir in their day. Mr Mordo Young wss 
a son of the original proprietor of the '^Liver- 
jess Journal," the first newspaper north oi 
Aberdeen. The '*True Sun" wss conducted at 
^ heavy loss. In connection with the tws 
papers, mention is made of Mr Patrick Grant, 
formerly the proprietor of LskeAeld, in Glen- 
Urquhart, who, it was stated, had spent many 
thoasands on the newspaper press in London. 



216 Inverness Courier Index. [1888 

At tlie tune of the amalgamation he wm in 
Australia. 

Ibid. — On Monday, the 18t^ nit., the streets of 
Forres were lighted with gas. 

Ibid. — A report is published by tlie Glasgow 
Committee which collected and distributed 
funds in the previous spring for the rdief of 
distress in the Highlands. The total contri- 
buted was £29,464, and after supplying food 
and clothing and meeting other charges, there 
was a balance in hand of £5847. 

January 10. — There is an account ot rejoicings in 
Strathspey, in celebration of a visit paid to 
the district by the Master of Grant, son and 
heir of the Hon. Colonel Grant of Grant. 
There was a dinner at Grantown, and in other 
districts balls and bonfires. In each case a 
feature of the festivities was an escort of 
Highlanders, in the full tartans of the clan, and 
carrying torches. 

January 17. — There is a report of the trial of 
cotton-spinners at Glasgow, the managers or 
agents of a league who endeavoured to raise 
the rate of wages by means of assault, fire- 
raising, and murder. Their methods were 
much the same as those that were exposed at 
Sheffield many years afterwards. Five men 
were convicted, but not on the capital branch 
of the charge, and were sentenced to transpor- 
tation for seven years. 

Ibid. — The sale of the steamer Duchess of Suther- 
land is recorded. It was purchased by Mr 
David Chalmers, on behali of the Aberdeen 
cfteam Navigation Company, for £13,500. A 
company had already been organised in Aber- 
deen tor continuing a vessel on the route be- 
tween Inverness and London. It was called 
^he North Star. In a subseq^uent issue it is 
stated that a steamer of a hundred horse- power 
was to attend the North Star to collect and 
distribute the goods of ports which the larger 
vessel could not enter. 

Ibid.— An Act for the institution of Circuit 
Courts, to be held by the Sheriff or Sheriff- 
Substitute, for the recovery of small debts, 
Kad recently come into force. As an instance 
*f th« popularity of the Act, it is stated that 
on the first circuit of Sheriff Colqu^wun, no 
fewer than 143 cases were called at Kingussie 
and 67 at Grantown. 

Januarv 24.— ''Hie frequent representations 
made to the Postmaster-General, the Earl of 
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lichfitld, of the abfltnction of nempaipen 
from ihtur enyel(^>M during their transit, has 
indnoed his lordship to issue an order, per- 
mittiiig the name and address of the party to 
whom it is directed to he ^written on the paper 
itaelf as well at on the wrapper.' This will 
afford a guarantee in case of the wrapper being 
defaced or acddentallj torn off." 
IMd — It is stated that the sport of curliDg might 
now be said to have fairly commenced in In- 
▼emess. "Last week the oorling-stonea, 
brooms, and other accompaniments were 
brought forward, and Loch-oa-Sanais, on the 
road to Dochfour, with the picturesque hills of 
Tomnahurich and Torrain, echoed for the first 
time to the shouts and noise of the 'roaring 
play.' A bonspiel was played on Saturday 
between a party of married men on one side 
and bachelors on the other. Qrave Magi- 
strates, CoimciHors, lawyers, and other citisens 
mingled in the pastime, and were as eagw and 
animated as ever they were at tne Council 
Board. . . . The novelty of the game 
drew forth a number of ladies and gentlemen, 
and there were several hundreds of spectators 
on the ice and in its neighbourhood. Hie pub- 
lio are indebted to Mr Wilson, of the CUe- 
ilonian HoM, for the introduoUon ol this 
pastime. He provided the curling stones, and 
ha* very handsomely given the use of a ooach 
and horses to oonvey the parties to and from 
the scene of action." 

Ibid. — A curious story is given and vouched fo>* 
oonoeniing the adventures of a pair of geese. 
A sheep farmer living at Borley, in the county 
of Sutherland, took the farm of Mudale, in- 
land about thirty miles, and carried with him 
a pair of geese, which were conveyed in a 
covered badcet. The new residence did not 
suit the feathered couple; so they set oS 
down the river to Loch-Naver, then to Inver. 
naver, after that by sea to Blspond and 
Durin. From the latter place they walked 
across the country to their native lake at 
Boriey. The wanderers had been six weeks 
on their travels, taking a circuitous route of 
a hunted miles. Unfortunately, at the final 
stage of their jomey, thciy were shot in a 
oom-fleld. 

Ibid.-^ir Aleiandsr Ut^ Hay, member for the 
Elgin District of Burghs, had been appointed 
Governor of the Bermoda Islands. He had 

28 
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Bat in Parliament for five yean, and proved a 
moflt acceptable member. ^'Having occasion 
to vacate his seat sm often as he was appointed 
Qerk of the Ordnance^ he was elected five 
times dwing the period he sat in Parliament, 
thrice without opposition, and twice after de- 
feating Mr Holt Miackenzie in 1832, by a 
maj/ority of 125, and Brodle of Brodie in 1834, 
by a majority of 120. At the last General 
Ejection his popularity among his constituents 
was so well establisihed and recognised that 
no opposition was offered to bis return." The 
Hon. Fox Maule came forward as a candidate 
in succession to Sir Alexander, and' was re- 
turned without opposition. 

February 7. — "We beg to intimate that the 
'Oourier* Office will shortly be removed to 
those commodious premises at the foot of Bank 
Lane, adjoining the Bank of Scotland." 
Theee are the premises, which in am enlarged 
form, the proprietors still occupy. Previous 
to 1838 the offices were at 45 High Street. 

Ibid.— ^'We regrat tc announce the death of Dr 
Smith, Provoet of Nairn, which took place on 
the 3lBt ult. For a long period Dr Smith was 
QZiiemitting in his duty to the public «8 a skil- 
ful, benevoient, and generous practitioDer of 
medicine, a useful citizen, and a warm-hearted, 
kind, aod faithful friend. The funeral of Dr 
Smil^ took place on Moiiday last, when the 
OLer^gy, Magistrates, and Council, and a vast 
number of gentlemen from the town and 
county atteoded the mournful ceremony. It 
was calculated that upwards of a thousand 
persons were present, the greatest iiumber of 
individuals that ever attended a funeral in 
Nairn." 

F^inmaiy 14.— The yeaf was marked by a severe 
frost and snowstorm, general throughout the 
country. The North mails were blocked, and 
tm tbe East Ooast the snow lay deeper than 
In any other quarter. One day the mail guard 
from Aberdeen had to take to horseback at 
Huntly, and alter leaving Keith disappeared 
in a wreath, from which he was with difficulty 
xesoued. "He at length arrived at Inverness, 
having taken tbirty hours and twenty minutes 
to accomplish the journey, which usually 
occupies about twelve hours." Meanwhile the 
mail by the Highland road kept wonderfully 
good time. In the town of Inverness the price 
of butcher meat had risen, and also that of 
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(Mtmeal, the latter owing to the stoppage of 
the water mills. 'Trom t^e want of i\m 
mesfM of commonication manj of our shops ar^ 
ninniiig short of supplies, and altogether, if 
the storm does not soon ahate, we shal) be 
placed in a state of complete blockad<&*' The 
poor werp suffering sererdy. 
ibid.— ''We are glad to Mam that our accom- 
plished co n ntgymau, James Bailie Fraser, Esq., 
the celebrated Oriental tFareller, who, by 
direction of the British Goyemmeot, remained 
with the Persian Princes daring their recent 
visit to London, and returned with them to 
Oonstantinople, ham just published a NarratiTO 
of their residence in London, where they were 
received in the highest circles, and had the 
most favourable opportunity of viewing soaety 
in all its aspects. The Narrative also em- 
braces an account ol their eacB^ from Persia, 
which was accompanied by many remarkable 
adventures." 

February 21. — ^Mr John Westwood, gardener, 
Bella^brum, sends the following readings of the 
thermometer: — At eight o*clock on ^ night 
of Wednesday, 14th inst., 8 degrees below 
zero; at ten o'clock 1^ degrees below; at 
twelve 2 degrees below; and at four on the 
morning of Thursday 6 degrees below. The 
mercury began to rise about five o'clock on 
the latter day, and every night afterwards 
ranged from 32 degrees to 24 degrees. Mr 
Westwood observes that owing to the lowneas 
of the situation, the want of a free circulation 
of air, &c., the frost was generally more severe 
there than at any other place in the district. 

Ibid.— ''Mr Bailiie of Tarradale*s keeper shot 
lately, right and left, a falcon and blue hawk, 
each having a recently killed snipe in its 
talons." 

February 28. — On the morning of the 26th a fire 
broke out in the square at Tulloch Gkstle, 
near Dingwall, which partiaHy consumed the 
front part of the extensive range of buildings. 
With assistance from Dingwall and from 
neighbouring farms, the fire was checked. 

n>id.— Tha Kirk-Session of Inverness had taken 
into consideration a proposal for laying on an 
assessment on the burgh and parish for the 
relief of the poor. They desired to have a 
conference on the subiect with the Town 
Gonncil, but the Council considered it iMK- 
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p«diMit to acoept the iuTitation. Dbe next 
iwue stftted that the proposed aMeaament hid 
been poet|)oned until a Bpeoial meetiag of 
Kizk-Setiioiiy heriton, and other inbabitaatf 
couki be called. The noaiber d panpen was 
said to be about 800, of whom about 380 were 
unprovided for either bgr the Session funds or 
obaritoble endowments. 

Ifarch 7.— Ifr Robert Fakonar was elected Pro- 
Tost ol Nairn in room of the late Dr Smith. 
The same issue says — ^"'The lV>wn Council! of 
Nairn have passed a resolution that the town 
bell should be rung as formerly for the 
Established Cfaiuroh. It was suspeihdsd bj an 
order of a former Council of the burgh." 

Ibid.— An illustration! of the severity of the 
■eason was presented by the ap|)earaaoe of a 
flock of swans on Loch-Locny. They had also 
visited Loch-Ness and other lakes. Seven iiad 
been shot at La^gan, two at Clunss, and four 
or five about Fort-Augustus. A number of 
biack swans had been seen on LocW)uoioli, in 
the Qlengany country. Lodi-Oich was tnaefa 
over to a depth of fifteen inches, .%nd was used 
fa|^ the country people as a common thorou^- 
fare. Two vessels had been locked up in the 
River Beauly for eight weeka. There was 
great distress in the towns and villages^ and 
meetlnga were heU> to raise funds for the re- 
lief of the poor. 

llarch 14. — ^This issue contains the decision of 
)he Court of Session in the famous Auchter- 
avder case. A majority of the Judges, eight 
ia number, decided that the Veto Act was 
illegal, while a minority of five gave a con- 
trary opinion. 

Ibid.--Died, at Nairn, on the 28th ult., Ifrs 
Eliaabeth Ketchen, widow of the Rev. Isaac 
Ketchen, who was for forty yean minister of 
the Secession oongregation there. Mrs 
Ketchen was a sifter of the late Brodie of 
Brodie, and auntr of the Duchess of Gordon. 
She died in the 92nd year of her age. A 
cordial tribute is paid to her religioua charac- 
ter and active goodness^ 

lbid.-^"On Sunday last, after divine service, a 
public baptism took place in the High Church 
here— the first circumstance of the kind wit- 
uessed there for a great number of years, 
though the ceremoi^ is common in many 
parts of Scothuid. The child was a daughter 
of the Rev. tix Gark, Invemeas, ard the cere- 
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moB^ WM performed m a very impreaaiTe mui- 
ner b J tiM Bmw. Dr Bom, who d ttc e ndtd from 
the pulpit to adminiitar the Mored rite in 
an ad|oining seat." The tame nomber re- 
GOida *^ deHverance from the icy rigonrt 
whidi imw^ m long boond ne.** The coachee 
from Aberdeen and Elgin had begnn to nin, 
bnt there wae itill no regular commnnicatioo 
north bl Tkin. 

March SI.— lAi renewal of the itorm had taken 
place, elight in Inyeme« but levere in other 
plaoea. hk Lochaber it was the most aenre 
■tonn of anow and drift that had occnired 
during the winter, 'liaat week an immenaft 
aTalaoohe of anow fell m the pariah of Eddra- 
chilia, above Scoorie (in Sutherland); it car- 
ried off treee and itonea in ita deaoent, and 
killed ten red deer, which were grtiing at the 
foot of the mountain." 

Mardi Sa^'^We undtxatand tiiat George Oune- 
ran, Eaq., soiicitor here, haa been appointed 
SlMriil-Subatitute of Easter Rocs and Oo- 
marty in room of lir David Boca, resigned. 
lir Ouneron had previonely accepted tha 
Sheriff-Subetitutethip of Fort-Wilham, but 
haa reUnquiihed it in favour of the above ap- 
pointment." Mr Andrew Fraaer, W.S., waa 
appointed Sheriff-Subatitote of the F(Nrt-Wil- 
liam diatriot. 

April 4.— A meeting of Magiitratee, heritore, 
and Earic-Seaeion, relative to the lev3ring of 
aeeeameote for relief of the poor, was held 
and adjourned. It waa atated that the church 
ooOactiofaa of Inverness last year for tne 
benefit of the poor were £294 lis lid, but 
with rente and charity funds there was a sum 
annually available of about £600. The num- 
ber receiving relief waa 421. 

Apm 11. — A piece of plate, value 200 guineas, 
was presented to General Sir James Mac- 
donell, brother of the late Glengarry, by tha 
inhabitanta of Armagh and its vicinity, as a 
memorial of the regard which he conciliated 
daring a seven years' residence among then 
in command of the Northern Ihstricts of Ire- 
land. The departure of Genera) Maodonell to 
aanme command of the troopa aerving in 
Oanada called forth this tribute of respect. 

April 18.— A man fnHn the Island of Lawa waa 
convicted of tha crime of murdering hia wife, 
and was sentenced to death. He was after- 
wards certified to be insane, and ordered to be 
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kept in castxxly. The case waa one o! 
jealousy, growing out of religioua mania. 
I/>rd Cockbum pxeaided as Judge, and it is 
stated that he badie fair to be aa eminent on 
the bench as he had proved to be as an 
advocate. 'Ws plain good sense, sagacity, 
and discernment — the ease with which he 
separates the chaff from tihe wheat, whether 
tendered by witness or counsel — and the 
homely earnestness and deep pathos whioh he 
can command upon all iDeceasary occasions, 
joined to his unostentatious gentlemanly 
demeanour, made a strong impression upon 
the crowded audiences that thronged the 
Court-House." At the Circuit there were 
some cases of violent personal assault, which, 
we are told, "10 the most common crime in 
the Highlands." 

Ibid. — ^The snowstonn had been renewed. "Sun- 
day was a dreadful' day of sleet and wind — a 
perfect tempest. Monday was clouded with 
snow, and yesterday (Tuesday) we had furioos 
blasts and occasional snow showers." 

Ibid.— ^n obituary notice from the ''Globe" re- 
cords the death of Robert Gk>rdon Roy, for 
many years one of the proprietors of that 
journal. Mr Roy died at Forres, his native 
place, in him 68th year. The paragraph adds 
— "Mr Roy was in literature, ancient and 
modem, nearly a universalist, in manners a 
finished gentleman, and in morals an Israelitb 
without guile. This brief notice is felt to be 
due to his memory by a co-proprietor, wb« 
deemed it an honour to have attracted his re- 
gard at a very early period of life, and who 
maintained with him an uninterrupted friend- 
ship for fifty-one years." 

Ibid. — ^The ceivmony of laying the foundation- 
atone of the new Oourt-Hoiuv^ and public 
offices at Forres was gone through on Friday 
week, by Mr John Hoyes, late Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, Grenada, who officiated 
as Provincial Grand Master, by mandate from 
Sir Thomas Dick I^auder. Tbeo-e was a great 
procession of Macons, Magistrates, and Coun- 
cillors, workmen, and school children. Rev. 
Dr Rose, of Drainie, officiated as chaplain. 

April 25. — ^The death is announced of Sir 
Reginald Macdonald Steuart Seton, of Staffa, 
at his residence in Edinburgh. ''Bom in the 
Highlands, and imbued with the prepoeses- 
BiolM of their inhabitants, he so loved to per- 
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petnate the relic* that still remain of Uie 
ancient modes and habita of the people, that 
he only differed from the chiefs of by-gone 
days in his anxious wish to eee introduced 
among H^i countrymen the moral and religious 
improvements which in neighbouring places 
characterised his time. At the early age of 
twenty-one he was elected, and for thirty-nine 
miccessive years continued to be ruling elder 
for the General Assembly, a fact perhaps 
unparalleled in the annals of that venerable 
body.'' Sir Reginald was for twenty-six years 
Sheriff of Stirlingshire, and was long Honorary 
Secretary to the Highland and Agriouhnnd 
Society of Scotland. Sir Walter Scott knew 
him weH, and paid a tribute to his warmth of 
heart. Sir Reginald was in his sixtj-flrst 
year. 

Ibid. — ^There is a long report of a meeting of 
the Synod of Ross, which discussed an appeal 
from the Presbytery of Tain in the case of a 
presentation to the parish of Logie-Easter. 
The people objected to the minister presented 
under the Veto Act. The Presbytery allowed 
a proof of certain averments. The majority 
sf the congregation held that this was not 
legitimate, as the Act simply provided that no 
person was to be placed in a parish contrary 
to the will of the people. The Synod sus- 
tained the appeal, and remitted the case to 
the Presbyteiy to proceed in terms of the 
Act. Mr £. S. Qonlon acted aa counsd for 
the parishioners, instructed by Mr Charles 
Stewart, Invemesa Rev. Mr Stewart, of Cro- 
marty, took an active part in the discussion, 
speaking on the popular side. The same 
issue records the ordination of the Rev. 
Thomas MadauohlaD, as assistant and suc- 
cessor to his father in the innited parishes of 
Moy and Dalarossie. 

May 2.— The Synod of Moray had before it ibe 
case of tbe presentation of John Edwards to 
the parish of Mamooh, in Strathbogie, which 
had been referred by the Presbytery to the 
iSynod. Two motions were submitted to the 
Synod. The first instructed the Presbytery to 
find the presentee disqualified, as there waa a 
large majority of male heads of families on 
the communion roll opposed to him, aod 
further, 'that in case the presentee refuse 
obedience to the sentence of the Church 
Courts, or take any steps to defeat ths same, 
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tbey thall deal with him for Uiat offenoe m a 
breiifch of tlie promue to obe> the jndioetonec 
of the Church, under which he came for re- 
oeiTing his license to preach the goepeL" The 
second motion prc^KMnd to jrefer the whole 
ease to the AssemUy. The first motion was 
earned by 22 votes to 4. Afterwards an orer- 
tnre was snbmitted, asking the General Assem- 
bly to enact 'that all Ptesbjteriea be io- 
strocted to take steps for deposmg all mini- 
sters and depriying of their Hcense all pro- 
bationers, who shall attempt to intrade them- 
selves on pariflbes contrary to the consent of 
the majority of male heads of families in com- 
munion with the Church, and who will not 
acquiesce in the judgments and decisions of 
the Church Courts.** This overture was 
adopted by 18 votes to 13. 

Ibid.---The issue gives an account of the ex- 
ploring work of 'Hiomas Simpson and P. W. 
Dease on the North Coast of America. They 
were sent out with twelve men, equipped by 
the Hudson Bay Company. Thomas ffimpson 
was a native of Ross-shire, son of the late 
Bailie Alexander Simpson, of Dingwall. He 
left this country in 1829 to act as secretary 
to his relative, Ut Ceorge Simpson, of the 
Hudson Bay Company. 

May 9. — Mr George Cameron, solicitor, was pre- 
sented by friends in Invemeav with a hand- 
some tea and coflfee service, on his leaving to 
take up his appointment at Tain as Sh«iff- 
Substitute for Easter Ross and Cromarty. 
Rev. Mr Clark brought forward, in the 
Presbytery of Inverness, an overture to the 
General Assembly, asking them to petition 
Parliament for the repeal of the Patronage 
Act of 1712. The moUon was defeated by a 
majority of one, seven votes to six. Some 
of the members preferred the existing Veto 
Act. It is stated that Mr BaiUie of Dochfour 
had erected a new schoolhoafle at Dochgarroch, 
solely at his own expense. A gre^t rtiSbery ii 
reported from the office of the Aberdeen Bimk- 
ing Company, in the city of Aberdeen. The 
amount stolen was no less than £16,000. The 
Bank had bera opened with skeleton keys. 

Ibid. — ^'^The weather is now warm and sonny, 
and vegetation is making rapid progress. We 
understand, however, that a fanner in our 
neighbourhood has been forced to plough up 
a wheat field of eight acres, which had been 
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destroyed by the froat. The sheep farmers 
must now be in a great measiire relieved from 
their fears." 

May 16. — Ad instance is given of expeditious 
travelling between Edinburgh and Chelten- 
ham. The passenger travelled by mail to 
Liverpool, thence by railway to Birmingham, 
and then by coach to Cheltenham. The 
paragraph proceeds— *' Thus he performed a 
journey of 350 miles between seven o'clock on 
the morning of Saturday and five in the after- 
noon of Sunday; having during that time 
rested altogether about an hour and three- 
quarters. A traveller leaving Inverness on 
Monday morning per mail, might with ease 
reach London on Wednesday evening at eight 
o'clods by the following route: — Hail to 
Edinburgh, which it reaches at six o'clock 
next morning; Tuesday — per mail to Liver- 
pod, where it arrives at six next morning; 
Wednesday —per railroad to London, which it 
reaches at eight in the evening. The same 
distance might also be accomplished in about 
the same time by steam navigation. Looking 
at these results, and considering what travel- 
Irng was 'sixty years since,' or even half that 
period, we may well exclaim — Prodigious 1" 

Ibid. — A meeting of Magistrates, clergymen, 
and inhabitants of Lochaber was held at Fort- 
WiUiam on the 8th inst., for the purpose of 
adopting means to promote emigration from 
that district to the Australian oolonies. Up- 
wards of 260 persons were present. It was 
stated that there was a strong feeling in 
favour of emigration among the pe(^le of the 
district, upwards of 1200 having pledged them- 
selves, and prepared to emigrate under the 
Colonisl Act. They had expected a vessel to 
come to Fort-William to convey them, free of 
expense, to Australia, but as this expectation 
had been disappointed, the meeting resolved 
to memorialise Lord Qlenel^, the Oolooial 
Secretary, praying him to have a vessel sent 
forthwith to carry away the families. Another 
resolution stated that an extensive emigration 
of a voluntary and unaided character had 
taken place from Lochaber and neighbouring 
districts during the past two years, and that 
no county abounded more than this with 
active and industrious young men in want of 
employment. 

Ibid.— After a few days' warm sunshine, cold 
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tbere woe hai] and 
Idlb were white. 
Maj 23.— *^e ondczaUiid it has been deckled 
bj the Sheriff in hiwtnMtm that no f^^g ^ 
or ctutom i> cfaargeahle on grain p^— itg the 
old bridge here. The question aroae between 
the tarkiman of the Petty Oistoms and one of 
the fannen of the parish of Petty." 
May 30. — There ii a rep(»t of the diacoBicMi in 
thm General Assembly on the Anchtomrder 
case. The motion by Mr Buchanan, of Glas- 
gow, affirming tne spiritual indqiendence of 
the Church, ^id expreanng its determination 
to enforce snbmission to its spiriteal juris- 
diction on an office-bearers and membecs, was 
carried by 183 rotes to 142, giTing a majority 
of 4L 
Ibid. — ^The Assembly afterwards took up the 
case of Logie-Easter. The fscts appeand to 
be that on the racancy occurring the psrab- 
ioncn seemed to be resolred on obtaining for 
their minist^fr the Ber. Mr Maodonald, of 
Plockton. The patron did not acquiesce in 
this, but cSeibd the parishioners a leet of fire 
dergymen in the neighbourhood. The parish- 
ioners did noi object to hear them preach, 
but they did object to hear them on the 
understanding that they wen to choose any 
of them tar their minister, their minds being 
made up on behalf of U!t Macdonald. The 
patron then presented Mr Danid Macbride, 
Prestonpans. At the proper time thirteen 
out of the serenteen male heads of families, 
communicants, dissented. Twelve out of the 
thirteen took the prescribed declaration that 
they were not actuated by factions motires, 
the other being ilL The Presbytery then re- 
jected Mr Macbride, and the appeal was 
taken. Mr Maitland Makgill expressed the 
belief that the parishioners had not been 
actuated by the spirit which was contemplated 
by the Veto law. At the same time he 
thought the appeDants were not entitled to 
go to a proof of factious motives, and he 
moved that the Assembty dismiss the i^peal, 
and remit to the Presbytery to proc^ in 
terms of the Veto Act. The Procurator dif- 
fered from Mr Makgill, and proposed to get 
quit of the case on a point of form. It ap- 
peared that the Presbytery had aDowed the 
piesentoe to lead proof of factions motives, 
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and no competent appeaJ having beeo taken 
from that Motence, it became tb» law of the 
case. He therefore moved the Assembly to 
iustain the appeal, and remit to the Presby- 
tery to take proof of the allegatioDv made by 
the appellants, liie Procnrator's motion was 
carried by a majority of 44. 

Ibid. — The Chisholm issued an address annoonc- 
iug his resignation as representative in Parlia- 
ment of the county of Inverness. He took 
thi« step, he stated, on the ground of his 
health aiid for other urgent rpsaone. In the 
same issue appears the address of Francis W. 
Grant, Master of Qrant, as a candidate for 
the seat. He was afterwards elected without 
oppoflifion. 

June 6. — The eetate of Qlenshiel, in Boes-sbire, 
beside Qlenelg, was purchaaed from Mr 
Lillingstone, by Mir J. E. Baillie, for the sum 
of £24,500. Mr Arthur Cooper, solicitor, In- 
verness, was appointed Town-derk of Fort- 
rose. 

June 13. — A descriptive writer in London re- 
marked at this time that Lord Brougham was 
now dressing rather smartly. He had laid 
aside, "at least for a time," the tartan trousers 
vad waistcoat which he had yrom since his 
Scottish tour in 1834. He was said to have 
bought as much tartan cloth when in Inver- 
ness ae would make a dozen pairs of trousers 
and a dozen waistcoats. Now, however, he 
appeared "in doth of a more ueual kind," and 
displayed on his breast a handsome gold chain. 
The editor remarks — "Lord Brougham seems 
to have turned a sort of dandy in his outward 
man. Now, certainly his lordahip was far 
from displaying anything of this kind when 
we saw him m Inverness. His dress was more 
striking than valuable. Sydne^ Smith said of 
clerical horses that the rector'a hoi«e was 
beautiful, but the curate's was picturesque, 
and Lord Brougham's appearance seemed to 
come under the latter category." 

tbid. — ^Various items may be mentioned. There 
was no Savings Bask at this time in Inverness. 
The capercailzie had made its appearance in 
Caitboen, and a couple of fine specimene had 
been added to a private museum in Wick. 
The election of the Master of Grant as i^re> 
sentative for the county of Inverness took 
place on the 12th inst. Rejoicingt w«e held 




we 
talce tl» 

Umd^—^nyitiL <m the 20ch «k., as 
Fori-Oeorge, where he had readed lor ikt 
last 52 jean, aa an out-paiaioacr of Cbekea 
Hofphal, Chfijitophcr Macrae, at the adnaeed 
age of 106. He waa a native of Kiatail, aad 
e&litted not rtrj earlj in life in the 8di Fooi, 
IB which reghneot he aerred for 27 jean^ aad 
he did duty for wix jean more in a gaznaos 
battalion. He was a man of temperate aad 
correct habtta, hia lacoltiea were little im- 
paired, and he oaed to take Ma dulj walk tiD 
within three weeks of his death, when hia 
energies receired an imcorerable sboc^ by 
the death of hia wife at the age of 86.** 

Jone 27.— "The eiitau of Redcastle, oonntr of 
Ross, has been porchaaed bj Oolond Hugh 
Baillie of Tarradale, from the heirs of the li^e 
Sir WUliam Fettes, for the smn of £120,000.'* 
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July 4. — ^Xliis i&sutf oontams ao account of the 
Ooronation of Queen Victoria. It gives a 
portrait of the Queen and a picture of the 
scene in Westminster Abbey. There are also 
reports of local celebrations. 

July 11. — The list of Coronation honours in- 
cludes a baronetcy conferred on Gkorge Mkc- 
pherson-Oraut, Esq. of BallindaUoch. The 
editor says — ''We congratulate Ballindalloch 
on tbe well-won and worthily bestowed honour 
conferred upon him by her Majesty, which we 
trust he will long enjoy. His high character, 
rank, possessions, and public services marked 
him out as a flt object for the Royal favour." 

July 11.— Hugh Miller's letter on the Cromarty 
controversy appears in this issue. He says in 
his reminiscences— '*I fairly succeeded, as there 
were not a few comical circnmstancev in the 
transaction, in getting the laogibers on my 
side.'' We have no doubt he did. The letter 
fs cooohled in a vein of clever banter, and dis- 
plays much of the literary and controversial 
skill that afterwards distinguished the writer. 
He says that the official demonstration in 
honour of the Coronation was only postponed, 
and came off a few days later with great suo- 
oes. 

Ibid.— ''Died, at Fraserburgh, on tlie 29th ult., 
the Right Rev. Alexander Jolly, D.D., Bishop 
of Moray. For some time before his death be 
had been unable, from age and infirmities, to 
perform his c^cial duties. He was conse- 
crated in 1796, and continued during the long 
period of 42 years to command the reverence 
and affection of all who knew him, and of 
thousands who only heard of his virtues, as 
the finest and most solitary modem specimen 
of the primitive saint and churchman. His 
meekness and humility were without bounds; 
and his charity was so extensive that he could, 
with the greatest difficulty, be induced to be- 
lieve ill of any of his fellow-creatures." 

July 18.— The Sheep and Wool Fair held the 
previous week was very hruik. In wool there 
was a rise of thirty per cent, compared with 
the previous year's prices, and in sheep an ad- 
vance of from eight to ten per cent. The 
most valuable lot of wedders was the stock be- 
longing to Mr Houston of Kintradwell, which 
was bought by a Liverpool salesman for £1 
lOs 6d each. Anotlier Sutherland gentleman 
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sold his lot of sheep f or £1 ds 9d each ; and 
a tiiird from the same county (Mr Sellar, Mor- 
Tich), topped the market for CheTioi wo<^, 
laid, which brought £1 28 6d per stone. Ewes 
were greatly in demand to replace looses io 
various flocks, and the best sold for 22b. The 
run of prices is quoted as follows:— Cheviot 
wedders. 23s to 30s ; ewes, 17s to 228 ; lambs, 
12s to 14s. Cross wedders, ISs to 268; ewes, 
15s to 208 ; lambe, lOs to lla 6d. Blackfaced 
wedders, 15s to 20b 6d; ewee, lOs to 13s. 
In wool the prices were — CSbeviot, laid, waahed, 
19s to 22s 6d ; unwashed, 166 to ITs 6d ; cross, 
washed, 158 to 16s 6d ; vnwaahed, ISs to ISs ; 
blackfaced, laid, 9s to lOs 6A. Some choice 
lots of Cheviot wool, white, sold from 30a to 
32s, and blackfaced white at 128 per stone. 
'* Every year," we are told, *' diminialies the 
amount of blackfaced stock and wool bnmght 
into the market, the superior breed of aheep 
being now generally reared." The question of 
uniting the two ordinaries again excited 
acrimonious discussion, and the editor ex- 
presses the hope that in future there will be 
less 'personal and political feeling." 

Ibid. — Ai column of Highland aDeodotes is pub- 
lished, as picked up from a gentleman "rich 
in memorials of the olden time." One men- 
tions a stone in the cbu<rch-yand of Dunlichity, 
ill Strathnairn, which was used by Highlanders 
in former times for sharpening arrows. It 
was situated in the east corner of the wall 
which siu^rounded the burying-ground of the 
Macphails and Shaws. Another anecdote is 
as follows : — *' Payments m kind, commonly 
called *kain,* long continued in the Highlands. 
In 1715 the lady of Aberarder had a number of 
fowls, eggs, &c., delivered to her by way of 
rent. This prudent lady had a kind of 
measure for eggs, with a round hole through it, 
so that everyone that was too small and did 
not stick in the hole was invariably returned 
to the tenants^ with instructions to send larger 
eggs in their stead." 

Ibid. — Extracts are given from a letter written 
by DonaB Macleod, one of the men who emi- 
grated from 8nizort, in the Island of Skye, 
to New South Wales. It was dated Paterson 
River, February 2, 1838. The letter was 
cheerful, the people doing well. All the Skye 
contingent were settled in one place, having 
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their own miniiter with them. Donald wrote 
to hU friencU not to be afraid of the eea, for 
*'he had ffNnetimes more trouble going to Flada- 
chuin than he experienced during all bis long 
▼oyage." 

Jnlj25. — ^Two ▼(^mnee which had been prepared 
by Mr Thomas Telford, C.E., were published 
by one of his executors, Mr Rickman. They 
were to some degree biographical, but relating 
oliiefly to the great works which Mr Telford 
had executed. One was a tbick quarto 
volume, and the other a large volume 
of engravings. ''We have seldom," says the 
editor, "seen a more superb work; nearly 
£4000, we believe, has been expended on the 
plates and leCterpress." Mr Rickman writes 
of his Mend — ^'Telford loved hi« professiou, 
and was so energetic in any tadc before him 
that all other motives became subordinate to 
it. He formed no matrimonial connection, 
and lived as a soldier, always in active service, 
without fixed (habitation, until he had reached 
that a^ which our forefathers deemed the 
Qtual close of life. Thus the acquisition and 
accumulation of property had always been a 
secondary consideration with him." Telford 
left legacies to the amount of £16,600. This 
waa not a large sum, considering the magni- 
tude of the works on which he was employed. 

August 8. — ne Shetlanders were in a state of 
destitution, and a committee was making 
efforta to obtain assistance from the fund sub- 
scribed the previous year for the relief of dis- 
tress in the Highlands and Islands. No less 
than £20,000 of this fund remained unap- 
prc^riated. Captain J. E. Gordon, formerly 
M.P. for Dundalk, who was interested in 
Ross-shire, proposed that part of the money 
should go to the support of a dispensary at 
Strathpeffer Spa. This proposal anmsed 
strong criticism. It was at first accepted by 
the London Oommittee, but afterwards re- 
scinded. 

August 15. — The restoration of the Oathedral 
Church of Dornoch was now completed. It 
was carried out at Ihe expense of the Duchesa- 
Countess of Sutherland, and is said to have 
cost over £6000. The parish dergyman of 
the day would not sanction the introduction of 
stained-glass windows. 

Ibid.— The story is told of the melancholjr fate 
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of a poor stroDmg pbyer aad kit boy. Thqr 
hod goBo to Latrgy io So t hei l aad, obovi one 
■wotbi boioie, and lei ooi in U» directni of 
AhanlioiTS, to interMi people im o piop oo ed 

who hod ooGOBponied ihem to Loirg , 
there for o time, bat os tfao two loOed to 
turn, they iuboa | iie i itly left the place. Eariy 
IB Aogort the remama of the imfaftmato 
atroOer and his son were fouid on o aolitaiy 
port of the farm of Shisneaa. They had ap- 
parently mnk <m the groiiiid ezhaoated, and 
died together, tbe father ooppoxtiiig the boy^a 
head and ooreiiDg it with port of hia cool. 
"Thoa perished the lone outcast of the dnuoa, 
with his unfortimate sod, in a land of 
smmgers, amidrt the wildest scenes of nature, 
and under droomstanees as tooching os any 
whidi draw teors on the stage." Thepathetie 
■toty is rqyrodnced in foil in tho Highland 
Notd>ook. 

4agiist 22. — Parliamoit waa prorogued on the 
16ih inst. by her Majesty in person. Tho 
session hod been labonoos and trying to Ifini- 
sters. Lord Durham's policy in Canada was 
tho theme of warm discossion. 

Ibid. — ^The statue whidi crowna the o^ossal 
monoment on Ben-Bhraggie, to the memory of 
-the first Doke of Sotheriand, was approaching 
completion. "We had Uie curiosity last week 
to measure the dimensions of the head ol the 
statne. Its ciromnference is ten feet two 
inches; from the forehead to the back of the 
head is three feet two inches, and across the 
temple is two feet nine inobesi Sir Francis 
Ohsiitrey may well feel gratified by the socoees 
with which his assistant has worked out his 
admirable model on so magnificent a scale.** 

August 29.— "A prospectus will be found in our 
adrertUing ookunns of a new Joint Stock 
Bonk, proposed to be established in Inver- 
ness.*' This was the beginning of the Cale- 
donian Banking Company. 

September 5. — ^Extracts are giren from a manu- 
script Tolume preserved at Mc^hall, written 
by Lady Ann Ihi£f or Maddntosh in the 
eighteenth century. It gives particulars of the 
funeral of the nineteenth Chief, who died at 
Dalcross Castle in December 1704. "He lay 
in state from the 9th December to the 18th of 
Jamiary. There were two thousand foot, of 
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hU own name aad dan, at the fonenl, be- 
tides tiie Mecphersons and Faiqnharaona. 
There were two hundred bone, or mote, at 
it. Keppoch was there, and cJoTen acoce of 
foot. It i« laid that whea the first part of 
the procession was entering the Ohnrcb-Ttid 
of Petty, the last mm only leaving Dakross, 
a distance of nearly three miles. In order to 
please the common people, the corpse being 
put upon a hearse having six cross bars, was 
carried on their shoulders ; and old women ac- 
companied the procesnon, who saog melan- 
choly songs lamenting 4he deceased, whicb is 
called singing the coronach. The family aims 
were placed on the coffin, and the piper, with 
a black flag to his pipe, also attended." 
The twentieth Chief^ Ladilan, who died 
in 1731, lay in state at Dafcrosa 
Ctistle for six weeks, until hie snooea- 
sor, William, who was abroad, could re- 
turn to be present at the funeraL 'The ex- 
pense attending his interment cost £700 
steriing, and twice the number of men were 
present." The writer, Lady Ann, was the 
widow of the twentieth Ohief, and dangh- 
ter of Alexander Dufl of Drummuir. She dis- 
approved of such "parades." The same lady 
entertained Priuce CSiarles and the Duke of 
Cumberland at Inverness in 1746, and re* 
marked, *Tve had two King's bairns living 
with me in my time, and to tell you the 
truth I wish I may never have another.** Ac- 
oording to Mr Mackintosh, the historian of 
the dan, Lady Ann survived her husband, the 
twentieth Chief, nineteen years. 
Ibid. — Hie same issue contains extracts from a 
paper in the "Quarterly Journal of Agricul- 
ture," on the causes of the recent destitution 
in the Highlands. It was written by Mr 
Alexander Macgregor, licentiate of the Oiurcb 
of Scotland, manse of Kilmuir, Skye, after- 
wards so well known ae the minister of the 
West Church, Inverness. Among the immedi- 
ate oauees of destitution were the failure 
of tiie kelp trade and the herring fisheries, the 
faH in the value of black cattle, and the cessa- 
tion of employment at the making of public 
roads. In addition to these are enumerated, 
first, an excess of popdstion; second, early 
and improvident marriages ; third, the lotting 
system and the continued sub-division of 
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lands; lomtiiy bftd hosbMidry, cr the 
mBnMgeattnk erf domettie eoonomj. Mr Mae- 
gregor girw a atziking aocoont of the erib of 
solHliTiiioiL 'On many faima," iie nya, "^j 
means of this baneful system, the poqpiilatioo 
has doubled within the last sixteen yeaxs." 
He also mentions that in the immigxant 
ships the previous year, 4fi9 persons were from 
the different parishes in Skye, and tiiese had 
left behind fhem 264 indiridnals, their nearest 
lelatires, of whom 103 were pacenu or aged 
sistos, who had thus lost their cAM stay and 
support. The edit<« joins in condemning the 
practice of continned snbHiiTision, and sng- 
gests that the fisheries on the West Ooast 
might be extended. "The greatest fishing 
now carried on io the kies," he says, "is by 
the London ood-smacks, and by the IxiA, who 
have frequented for some years the different 
banks in the channds between Barea-Heady 
Ooll, and llree. Why shonld not our own 
conntiymen avail themselves of these natural 
advantages? Why fold their bsods in sopine- 
nesB and despair?^ The problem at that time 
was evidently more than nsnally snioos. 

Ibid. — The announcement is made of the ap- 
pcHntment of Mr Peter Fraser, as Sheriff ai 
the Island of Van Diemen's Land. Mr Fraser 
was a son of the late minister <^ Kirichill, 
and had been four years in the Colonial Office. 

Ibid.— The Rev. Mr Oampbell, minkrter of the 
East CSiurch, Inverness, had been presented to 
the parish of Tarbat. He also received a 
unanimous calif. 

September 12 and 19. — ^Hiese issues contain 
notices of the ^atb and funeral of Alexander 
William Chiaholm of Chisholm, late member 
for the county of Inverness. He waa attacked 
with severe illness on Ist August, in the QUe- 
dcmian Hotel, Inverness, and died there on 
8th September, aged twenty-eight, (^ishoim's 
father died in 1817, and in addition to his 
widow appointed as tutors and guardians to 
his son, C&arlea Grant, alterwaxds Lord Olen- 
elg. Sir John Peter Grant of Bothiemardius, 
and other gentlemen. Young Chisholm was 
educated at Eton and Cambridge. He never 
seems to have enjoyed robust healtb, but his 
speeches display an active mind. He is de- 
scribed in the contemporary notice a« "a 
young gentleman of considerable attainments 
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and of amicable dispositioD." The funeral, 
which took place on the 18th Inst., was at- 
tended bj a large gathering from the connty, 
and by the Prorost and liAEigistrateB of Inver- 
neas. Mr MacdoneU of Qlengarry» cousin of 
the deceaMd, was present as chief mourner. 
Chisholm's father was buried in the Friory of 
Beauly, but the remains of the young Chief 
were laid, by his own re^puest, in the beauti- 
ful spot, near Erchleet Oastle^ wbere some 
of his ancestors iiad been interred. The 
funeral was supposed to be the largest that 
had been witneased in the North for many 
yeafs. The deceased was succeeded by his 
brother, Captain Duncan Chisholm of the 
Guarde, an accompKshed officer, who had dis- 
tinguished himself at College, and who was 
then with his regiment in Canada. 

September 26.— On the previous Friday Mr 
Thomaa Mackenzie of Applecross, M.P. for 
Ross-shire, was entertained to dinner at Tain. 
The chair was taken by Mr Ross of Cro- 
marty, who was then Prarost of Tain. The 
dinner was held in the Court-House, which 
was ornamented with deers' heads, shot by Mr 
H<«atio Ross of Ronie, in Hungary, and said 
to be the largest in Europe. The gathering 
took the form of a Conservative demonstra- 
tion. 

Ibid. — A curious case came before the Circuit 
Court. A shopkeeper in Inverness waa ac- 
cused of assaulting his brother. The brother 
was called as a witness, but it was objected 
that he was an ciotlaw. R-oof of outlawry 
was given, and the public prosecutor abandoned 
the case. Later in the day the discredited 
witness attacked the msn who had given proof 
of his outlawry. The assaiUnt was appre- 
hended and fined in the Police Court. 

October 3. — ^The Northern Meeting, which was 
held the previoue week, is described as one of 
the most successful and spirited for many 
years. The Duke of Richmond was present, 
and was appointed patron of the Meeting in 
succession to the late Duke of Gordon. Thus, 
it is stated, the old tie which existed between 
Gordon Castle sad the Highland capital was 
renewed. Dinners as well as balls were held 
in the Meeting Rooms. Games were held at 
the Longman. 

Ibid. — ^There was an acceleration of mails to the 
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WiDtta wen Bnton^ for nxae, wWa Mr 
Jofca MawifiMM, pnphHer of tW Bca-Ni 



wilh kni a hmtfhpn, caatend oat iato tke 
dvk mgfat. *aiie flovnd of the beD caagte 
tlie car d the vttdocfB, *ad the 
her noble rKbthre were, bj hie 
▼iee, rrecBtd froai their Jiegfrowe 
Mr Mifdffnehfe phud betng oomTcrted nto » 
iespoary peck-caddle, the oobk ledjr was 
eoBTCjed« ID an elmoat exhearted state, tc 
Fori-lK^Hiaiii, where *tired iiat«re*e sweet re- 
■toccr' effaced all tiacea of her toO." 

Ud. — A Harrest Home in Nairn (a gathering 
carried on for nianj jean) and an Agricol* 
tnral Show in Lochaber are reported in this 
i»ae. lliere is also a notice of 'The Moun- 
tain IGnstrel," by £Tan M'ColL 

October 17. — ^At a meeting of Oommissioners at 
Elgin, it was agreed to erect new jaik in 
Elgin and Forres. 

October 24. — The resignation of liord Dorham 
as Goremor-Qeneral of Canada is annoonoed. 
He waa "stong to the quick by the oon- 
tomelies thrown npon him by Lord Brongham 
and the OonserratiTe peers, and the cold 
neglect with which ^iiB daims were treated by 
his friends of the Mioietry." 

Ibid. — A dispatch is pnbMsbed annonncing the 
death of Sir Robert Ghrant, Ooremor of Bom- 
bay, son of the late Charles Grant, and 
brothfT of Lord Glenelg. The editor men- 
tions that witen Graot waa at Ounbridge, 
Robert Hall was preiu^hing there, and the 
young lindent was one of his most constant 
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hearers aud devoted udmirer*. WUberforco 
induced him to enter Parliament. "He was 
8ucc«asivel; repiegentatlve for the Invemeas 
Diitrlct of Burghs. Nonrich and Fiiuiburf. 
In tbe House of Commooi be did not speak 
cfteu, but alwaji irith eloquence and effect, 
and DO member vu listeiied to with more at- 
tmtion — a recult produced equally by the in- 
triniic volue of liii ipeechex and by the moral 
dignity of hJE character. " 

October 31.-^Thera is an interesting article from 
tbe editor's pen on a viiit to the land of 
Burni. 

November 7, — Tliera were tejoicings at Roee- 
linugh and other places ia Ross-abire on the 
tnitrrkgu of Ur Mackenzie, yr. of Scalwetl, to 
Lady Anne FitEWiriiain. 

Novembpr 14. — Mr John Smith, A.M., par- 
ochial echooluiMtcr of Atdersier, was enter- 
tained to a public dinner, and presented with 
a. gold meda], voted by tlie Celtic Society, for 
his long and meritoriou* eervices as a teacher. 

Ibirf.— "Died, at 9 Manor Flaea, Edinburgh, on 
the 7th iuBt.. in the 84th jeur of lier age, Mi« 
Aone Qtaut, lat« of lAggan, widon of the 
Rev. James Qrojit of Laggan, in the oonnty 
of Inverness." -Jl mentoir ol Mrs Qiant 
appears in a cubsequent isme. 

November 21. — Eibracts are given from the re- 
port of a public meeting held in Bombay to 
pcrpeboate the memory of the late Governor, 
Sir Robert Grant. It was stated that Sir 
Bobert had been mainly instni mental in 
establishing tlie Cluunber of Commerce, in for- 
warding iteaJD cummnnication, in construct' 
ing roads, in leeiening public burdens, and in 
ameliorating the oondition of the Datives. 

Ihid. — Letters and uinoanceineiita in cotmection 
with the CaJedoDian Banking Company had 
appeared id aeveral issues. A paragraph on 
this date says — " Our readers will be glud to 
observe that this bank has now been fairly 
established, and Uie munerons and respectable 
appearance of sliBreholdera at the meeting 
augurs well for its future sDccess. It is moat 
pleasing to observe the nmuiimity and cordi- 
ality which prevailed on every queation sub- 
mitted to the meeting ; and everyone joina in 
saying that a better selection of Extraordinary 
uid Ordinary Directors could not have been 
made." Hockintoah of Msckintoeh presided 
at Vb« &nt meeting, and hia name hcada the 
list of Extraordinary Directors. 
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November 28. — A Secession Oispel was io ooone 
of erectioii at l^iiL One <^ the canaes that 
of erection at Tain. One of the causes that 
the heritors in the Parish Ohnrdbi The town 
of Kiikwall had been Hghted with gas. 

Ibid. — ^There is a descriptioo of the original 
maDoscripto of the Waverley Norels, whiob 
the editor has inspected on the premisee of Mr 
Gadell, publisher, Edinburgh. 

December 5. — A vessel of 400 tons register was 
lannched at Inverness, bnilt by Mr Ccx^ for 
Mr Ure, Marybnrgh, and to be employed in 
the timber trade between the Moraj Firth 
and Newcastle. She was named the Stirling 
GuPtle. 

December 12. — The Omadian insurrection had 
broken out again, bnt had been suppressed. 
There is a no^e giving an account of the cap- 
ture of M^ EUice, M.P., by the rebels, and 
his subsequent release. A full account of this 
incident appeared recently in "Chambera's 
Journal,*' from a diary kept by Mr EUiee's 
sister-in-law, who still survives (1904). 

Ibid. — ^Mr Alexander Gray, accountant, Glas- 
gow, was appointed manager of the Caledonian 
Bank. A sum of £967 had been subscribed 
for a new harbour at Nairn, and an appeal was 
made for more funds. The marriage of 
Brodie of Brodie to Mias Baillie, daughter of 
Oolone) Hugh Baillie of Taixadale, was cele- 
brated with rejoicings on the estates. 

December 19. — At a meeting in the Town Hall 
it was reserved to establiish a Savings Bank 
in Inverness. There was also a proposal on 
foot for the formation of an Inverness Farmer 
Society. A Society existed in the earlier part 
of the century, but bad expired. 

Ibid. — l%e Town Council settled a long-standing 
dispute as to the appropriation of Dr Andrew 
Bell's educational endowment. One plan was 
to devote the money exdusivdy to the erec- 
tion and maintenance of one hu'ge seminary; 
another was to endow several subordinate 
schools along with a central institution. The 
second scheme was carried by 15 votes to 4. 
"Accordingly, a central institution will be 
erected in Farraline Park; the infant ediool 
at the top of Ckstle Street will be purchased 
by the trustees; a district school will be 
erected in Tomnahurich Street, and another 
school on the Maggot; these ^rill be in addi- 
tion to the school in the Merkinch already 
supported by the trustees.' 



*f 
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Ibid.— On the llHtk of September a ship called 
the Asia eaikd from G^marty with about 280 
emigraots, from the counties of Rou and In' 
▼emeae, lor New South Wales. On getting 
to sea she proved yery leaJcj, and put into 
Plymouth, where she was declared unfit fior 
the voyage. The food provided for the pas- 
sengers was also poor and insufficient. Tbo 
case was the subject of inquiry. 

December 26. — ^It is announced that Alexander 
Milne, of New Orleans, a native of Moray- 
shire, had left 100,000 dollars for the erection 
of a public school at Fochaben, and a bequest 
for the poor of the village. By some oversight 
he named no parties in the will tm adminis- 
trators, and the inhabitants of Fochabers ap- 
plied to the Court of Session on the mibject. 
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No. XV. 

Puliticml mffmin were rery troobled in 1839. 
The Ouiadian question, Irish crime and agi- 
tation, the rise of Chartism, the situation in 
Jamaica, all emharrassed the Whig GoTem- 
ment, which had but % small majoritj, and 
had incurred the dislike of the Radical wing 
of the party. The temper of the Jamaica 
planters had been embittered by the 
emancipation of the negroes, and tJie local 
AasMnbly entered into conflict with the home 
Ministry in connection with a Prisons Act. 
Accordingly a bill was introduced into the 
House of Commons for the purpose of sus- 
pending the Constitution of Jamaica for fire 
years. On the motion for gmng into 
Committee the Goyemment had a majority 
of only five Yotes, and Lord Melbourne and 
his colleagues, wearied by the constant strain, 
tttidered their resignation to the Queen. Sir 
Bobert Peel was sent for, and was expected 
to form a Gki^emment, but the Queen insisted 
on keeping several ladies of her Bedchamber, 
and this led to a rupture. Lord Melbourne 
withdrew his resignation and resumed office. 
Before the crisis occurred. Lord Glenelg had 
resigned office as Colonial Minister. The Go- 
Tomment brought forward a measure for the 
legislative union of the two Canadss, but it 
wns not carried until the following year. The 
cession, however, had two useful results : " In 
1839 the cause of education won its first con- 
siderable triumph in England; in 1839 a 
penny postage was finally adopted." The 
new postal system came into operation in 
January 1840. 

In 1839 the Scottish CSiurch question, which 
ended in the Disruption, began to assume an 
acute form. The members of the Presby- 
tery of Dunkeld were rebuked by the Court 
of Session for their action in the Lethendy 
case. Ttie House of Lords gave its decision 
in the Anohterarder case, declaring the Veto 
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Act illegal. It was at this time that Eugli 
Miller wiote the faiiioas letter to I*rd 
Brcughaiii, which led to his nppnintitient as 
editor of the " Witnasa," the newspaper estab- 
lislied in EdsuburBh by tbe Non-Intiuaion 
party. 



1839. 

Janoory 2 — Mr Aleiander Shepperd, Town- 
Clerk til Invemew, died the previnus week. 
He hsd long been a, •olicltra' tL InveroeM, eo- 
jojrjiig an eittenirive practice. 

January 9. — There is an account (J the death ot 
Mra Maclean, wife o( the Oo*«mor at Capa 
Const Cattle. The bid; ia known in liter- 
ature SB L. E. L. (Letitia Elizabetb lAndon). 
She died from taking an orerdoie trom a phial, 
which wM mppoaed to bave b«en imbibed to 
relieve Bpujnia. 

Ibid. — Fresh effotin were made to tupprrai 
bvgging in Invemeu. Funds were to be col- 
lected and placed uuder the manngt^ment of the 
clergy and MogiatrateB. 

Ibid.— Ad extract from tb'! Oardener'a Mag^' 
diie deacribes the gardens at Dulvey, in 
HoniyBbire. Mr Macleod of Dal re j was 
among (he fint to introduce into Morayahire 
the modem improvementa of gardening, and 
bis collection contained tome of tbe newest 
and rsreat plants in the district. 

Jamar; 16. — A torriBc hurricane raged over a 
great pjrl of tiie kingdom the previoua week, 
dedtroying building and ibippiug, rooting up 
tree*, and oTertuming atiige couchea and rail- 
rood waggons. The gale, however, was not 
much felt in the neighbourhood of lovemeii. 
The north niail was upset netir HelniBdaJe, but 
no ooe suirtain^ serious iojarj. 

IbiJ.— The curiooia fact U mentioned that Wil- 
liam Pitt, Prime Miniater, was in the bibit of 
purchasing a great part of bia port wine it> 
InvBme«. •TliB old 6nn of Fraser, Wilson 
and Co., imported tlieir wines direct fro.i 
Opmto J and whether they went to grcaiei 
expenau or were too hoDeal to adullerate, their 
wines were considered to be of tbe richest and 
cbMc*«t quality. Pitt bad been iufrodoced to 
31 
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our Inverness port at the table of the Duchess 
of Gordon." 

January 30. — ^Mr Alexander Mactavish, solicitor, 
was elected Town-Clerk of Inverness. In the 
same issue there is an account of a trip through 
Perthshire. The agitation for the repeal oi 
the Gom Laws had begun, and is noticed in 
this article. In the next issfue it was stated 
that the agitation might be said to comprise 
the daily food of the London journals. 

February 6. — ^Tbere is a report of a dinner given 
at Woodside of Doune to Mr P. B. Ainslie, 
Commiasioner for the Earl of Moray; also a 
report of a dinner and presentation of plate 
to Mr A. J. Robertson of Inshes, near Inver- 
ness. Mr Robertson had made extensive im- 
provements on his property, "which provided 
food and comforts to numbers of the indus- 
trious poor during times of more than ordinary 
distress and scarcity." 

Ibid. — ^Elizabeth, Duchess-Countess of Suther- 
land, died in London on the previous Tuesday, 
in her seventy-fourth year. Her Grace was 
Countess of Sutherland in her own right, and 
married the Miarquia of Stafford, who was 
created Duke of Sutherland in 1833. 

Ibid. — ^"There has not been a day in the memory 
of the eldest man living equal' to that of Wed- 
nesday last with drift and snow. The roads 
north, south, east, and west were completely 
blocked up, so that no communication could 
be had from any quarter. On Friday there 
were two south, two north, and one Aberdeen 
mail due, and on that day the mail bags were 
taken on horseback. The principal detention 
on the Highland road is between Pitmain and 
Dalwhinnie, and the snow in some places is 
upwards of fifteen feet deep.'' Next week it 
is announced that the roads were clear. 

February 13. — '^The London journals of Satur- 
day contain the unexpected resignation of the 
amiable and eloquent Lord Glenelg, Secretary 
for the Colonies.'* His lordship stated in his 
place in the Upper House that he had received 
a communication from the Cabinet involving 
alterations in the arrangement of offices. He 
said that this communication was '* utterly 
unforeseen and unexpected by him," and he 
felt it his duty to resign. There was much 
speculation on the subject, but Uttle definite 
information was supplied. The Canadian 
question had really brought about the sever- 
ance. Lord Glenelg never again held office. 
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Ibid.— A report appears on the state of paoper- 
ism in the town and parish of Inverness, pre- 
pared by a Oommittee of Heritors, Magi- 
strates, and membem of Kirk-Session. 
Schedules had been returned which set down 
the number of permanent and occasional poor 
claiming assistance as 896. Of these 675 were 
reported as in need of permanent relief, and 
111 as in need of occasional assistance, making 
up 786. The number of persons whose claims 
were rejected was 110. The amount of funds 
available for relief was about £600 a year, 
showing a deficiency of from £1000 to £1500. 
The C^mittee was persuaded that tiie de- 
mands of the poor muat be met either by a 
legal assessment, or by voluntary contribu- 
tions, definitely subscribed, for a term of years 
in proportion to rental and to means and sob- 
stance. 

Ibid. — ^The obituary announces the deatb of Iflr 
James Fraaer, at Drummond, in the county of 
Picton, No via Scotia, in the 82nd year of his 
age. He was one of the beads of lamilies who 
emigrated in 1804. He called his new home 
Drummond, "after the loved and cherished 
residence of his forefathers," on the sooth 
bank of Loch-Ness. Another entry records 
the death of Alexander Fridge, at Baltimore, 
ICairyland, in the 73rd year of hia age. He 
was a native of Elgin, but bad spent fifty 
years of hii life in America, and "was a father 
to every Morayshire man who deserved and 
desired his assistance in his adopted country.** 

February 20. — ^A meeting was held in the Tradea 
Hal), Inverness, which passed resolutions io 
favour of the repeal of the Com Laws. Mr 
William Dallas, merchant, was in the chair, 
and Mr Macandrew, solicitor, was one of the 
chief speakers. 

February 27. — ^There is a report of the funeral 
of the late Duchess-Countess of Sutherland. 
The interment took place in the family vault 
of the Osthedral of Dornoch. The remains of 
the Duchess were conveyed by stesmer from 
London to Abeideen, and thence by land, in a 
hearse drawn by six horses, to Dunrobin. The 
coffin lay in state in the Castle for three days. 

Ibid.— A meeting was held on the 15th inst. for 
the formation of an Inverness Farmer Sodefy. 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh was present, and 
moved Mr Davidson of Cantray into the chair, 
as the latter had taken much trouble in origin- 
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ating the movement. Mr Thomas Falconer, 
solicitor, waa appointed the first Secretary. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Alexaiider Gray, who had been ap- 
pointed manager of the Caledonian Bank, died 
at Perth while on his way to aasume his dntiea. 

liffarch 6. — ^The Inv€mes8 Farmer Society held 
their first exhibition of grain on the Ist inst. 
<'Tbe exhibition," it in stated, 'Seaa highly 
creditable to our agricultural friends, especi- 
ally considering the late untoward season; 
and if the same spirit is evinced hereafter, the 
formation of Uie Society will form a new era 
in the ainials of the farmer in this part of the 
country." The first prize went to Mrs Fraser 
of Fingask for potato oats, and the second to 
Mr Davidson of Cantray for Hopeton oats. 
At the dinner a suggestion was made for the 
establishment of a market for milk cows. 
Sites having been spoken of, one of the mem- 
bers said he had a great aversion to town dues, 
and he thought ground at Inshes would be 
fuitable. The subject was reserved for further 
consideration. Tbi& same issue records a 
ploughing match, held at Midcoul, by the 
Petty and Ardersier Farmer Society. In sub- 
sequent issues there axe rep<»ts of shows or 
ploughing matches held by the Blade Isle 
Society, the Nairn Society, and other local 
Associations. 

Ibid. — "On Monday last tibe workmen engaged 
in the erection of the new imi. High Street, 
adjoining the British linen Company's bank- 
ing office, found part of a deer's horn, 36 
inches in length, about ten feet below the 
surface of the street. Part of the horn was 
covered with sea-shells, the debris (A some flood 
in remote antiquity." 

Ibid. — ^The issue contains an address issued by 
Bishop Macdonell to the Irish Oatholics <^ 
Upper OBOiada. It condemns the recent di«- 
a£fection in Canada, and commends the loyalty 
and good conduct of the Bishop's people. 

March 13. — A Committee of the House of Oom- 
nM>ns was appointed to consider the subject of 
the improvement and completion of the Cale- 
donian Canal. A valuable report had been 
submitted by an engineer, Mr Walker, who 
was convinced that an extensive plan of repair 
and improvement was necessary to give the 
undertaldng a fair chance, and carry out the 
original design of Mr Telford. 

Ibid. — ^The Postmaster-Qeneral was pleased to 
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direct the eslabliiilimeDt of a doil; pennj pMt 
to Cfiwdur, under the charge of Mr Jolin Mac- 
gLllivray, baker lihflrti. The eatate of Barm 
was expuiwd to sole at the upaet price of 
£36,000, aod knocked down to Kr Jame* 
Menziei at £42.050. A pubUc meeting at 
Uomnrt; condemned the Com Laws. 

March 20. — Tlie heritors and Oomiiu«»ioiier» rf 
Supply of the cffiinty of InvtnieBB met to con- 
aider ttia «Ute of the Corn Lawa. Sheriff 
Tytler moved a reatdution in favour of the 
exiating sjatem. Lord Lovat moved an 
aniendnieiit to the effect that t^ Dncertointj 
cauaed bj the preaeot ajatem waa inj^Tirioua to 
the i^elfare of the couutT7. and prajing the 
Legislature to talce the subject Into their moat 
careful conBideratioa. Sheriff Tjtlet'a motion 
waa carried by 23 to 4. 

Uarch 27. — Mr Vilhera aubmitted a motion in 
the House of Oommona for a Committeo to 
conaider the Oorn Lawa. Tbe question wa* 
<lebat<d fcT five mghts. In the end the motion 
waa detested by 542 rotes to 195— majority, 
147. 

April 3. — It waa proposed, by a Joint Stock 
Scheme, to erect a market place in Inverneaa 
behind the Episcopal Church (St Jobn'a). 
The gronud waa for sale, amd immediate entry 
coald be obtajned. 

Ilwd.— On Wednesday, 20tb March, the ahock of 
an earthquake was distinDtly felt in the moan- 
talnoui tract of country extending from Foct- 
AagustUB to Kiogusiie and Laggan, in' Bade- 
nDch. The aliock occnrreil between two and 
bbree o'clock in the morning. It does not 
teem to have extended further eaat than Fort- 
Angustns. in the Great Qlen. 

Ibid. — It is staled that in the Nortbetti loSnn- 
ary a remarkable case occurred of the power 
of speech and motion being reatored after a 
period of nine yean. Isabella Mackenzie, aged 
32, from the parish of Ferintoeh, waa admitted 
to the hospital' on 27th October 1838. Her 
mother stated that ahe was in the habitual en- 
joyment of robust health until nine years be- 
toie, when ahe was seised with a severe attack 
ol scarlet fever, and never recovered from its 
effects. The power of speech waa entirely 
loat, and during the whole period she waa con- 
Bned to bed. At the In&rmary the utmost at- 
tention was paid to improve her general 
health, and in three months she waa able, with 
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assifltaooe, to walk acroes the ward. Power- 
ful remedies were then applied to bring back 
ber faculty of speedr, but for a time without 
effect. ''Electricity was employed for about a 
week, and during that time several sparks 
were taken from the ttmgue, till the patient 
began to complain by signs of a burning sensa- 
tion in the throat. This was followed in the 
course of a few days by an imperfect attempt 
at speech. Her improvement is now steadily 
progressing, and she is ab]» to carry on a con- 
yersation." 

Ibid. — A letter from Skye reports a case of second 
flight. A man named William Macleod, a 
gamekeeper from Baasay, had visited Portree, 
Mud on bis way back had disappeared. "After 
an interval of eight days, a man from Portree 
came forward and stated that fourteen years 
ago, while he was herding cattle in the day- 
light, he had a vision of a man falling over 
a certain rock (which he described), dressed in 
light clothes, and resembling in his general 
appearsioce the individual who was missing. 
It was agreed to visit the spot, and accord- 
ingly a boat was procured, and the 'gifted 
•eer' proceeded with a pBirty of men in the 
direction of the rock by the seaside. At the 
precise spot the body of the unfortunate game- 
keeper was discovered. It is supposed that 
after he had left Portree, he had gone on his 
journey as far as the cairn opposite Raasay, 
and that, mistaking his way at this point 
(for the evening was dark and stormy), he had 
falleo over a rock, and thus met with his 
death." The editor expresses the hope that 
the remains of the deceased and tibe circum- 
stances of his death had been examined by the 
proper authorities. 

April 17. — The Nairnshire Bible Society held its 
twenty-fifth annual meeting. The funds 
amounted to about £40, being £10 more tiian 
the previous year. Since its commencement 
in IMO the Society had been enabled to devote 
about £1030 to the ciroulation of the Scrip- 
tures at home and abroad. 

April 24. — John Qalt, author of "Annals of the 
Parish,'* kc., died on April 9th at Qreenock. 
The Rev. William Leslie, minister of the 
united parishes of St Andrews and Lhan- 
bryde, M (nayshire, died on the 13th inst. He 
was in the 92nd year of his age and 66th of 
bis ministry. A tribute is paid to M^ Leslie's 



I83d] File oj Inverness Courier, 24? 

hospitality and kindliness, and it is stated that 
he retained his cheerfulness, benevol^ice, and 
vivacity to the last. 

May 1.— The Max«Mx:h Church case was dis- 
cussed at the Synod of tlonj on a complmint 
against a sentence of the Presbytery of Strath- 
bogie sisting proceedings in the settlement. 
After considenUtile discussion, it was resolved, 
by 24 votes to 9, to refer the esse to the 
(General Assembly. 

May 8.— The judgment of the House of Lords 
is given in the Auchterarder case. By this 
decision the Veto Act passed hy the Church 
of Scotland was finally declared to be illegal. 
Lord Brougham, who delivered the leading 
judgment, spoke for three hours. 

Ibid.— Mr Matthew Adam, rector of t^e In- 
verness Royal Academy, resigned office oo the 
directors agreeing to grant him a retiring 
allowance of £60 per annum. [At this point 
several numbers are missing from the file, a 
most uDosual occurrence.] 

JiMie 12. — ^The Presbytery of Inverness moderated 
in a call to the Rev. David Sutherland, 
preacher of the Qospel, to be minister of the 
East Church. At the same meeting a discus- 
sion arose as to the style of the new chorch 
on the west side of the river. The minutes of 
a previous meeting bore that the Presbytery 
had appointed this church to be called '*the 
First Oburch of Inverness." Dr Rose ob- 
jected, and moved that the words be expunged 
from the minutes. Rev. Mr Clark considcored 
the motion unconstitutional, and moved its 
rejection. Mir Fraser, Dores, proposed as a 
third motion that the matter be delayed, and 
submitted to the decision oi the Kirk-Session, 
and this motion was carried. Dr Rose dis- 
sented, and appealed to the Synod. 

June 19. — A monster petition from the Chartists, 
signed by 1,280,000 persons, was presented to 
the House of Commons. It required Awe men 
to lift it, and in point of form it resembled 
"a cylinder of pssrchment about the diameter 
of a ooach-wheel, and was literally ro)led into 
the House. ** The petition prayed for universal 
suffrage, vote by ballot, annual Parliaments, 
the abolition of the property qualification of 
members, and the payment oi members. 
Ibid.— There is a report of the proceedings in 
the Court of Session when the members of the 
Presbytery of Dnnkeld appeared at the bar of 
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the Court of Session, and were rebuked for 
breach of interdict. This \b known in Church 
history as the Lethendy case. 

June 26. — The progress of railways in England 
and Scotland had recently caused a great de- 
mand for firwood in the North of Scotland. 
'The sound of the axe and the sawmill are 
beard in the loneliest and most remofie parts of 
the Highlands. We fhave heard of one pro- 
prietor selling his firwood for £10,000, and 
another for £5300. Within the last eight or 
ten years a vast number of sales of this kind 
have been efifected, ranging from eight or ten 
thousand to as many hundreds each. A con- 
siderable amount of sliipping is engaged in 
this trade; and the vesseli that carry out the 
timber in the sha^ of railroad-sleepers, pit- 
props, &c., generally return with cargoes of 
coal, lime, and other commodities. The num- 
ber of men employed in felling the trees, saw- 
ing them up aind exporting them, is also a 
source of great advantage to the country." 

July 3. — ^There is a long notice of the Memoir of 
William Forsyth of Cromarty, by Hugh 
Killer, printed for private circulation. The 
notice closes as follows : — ^''Mr Miller, like the 
subject of his Memoir, seems to have selected 
Cromarty as the chosen scene of his exertions ; 
it has been well worked up by both; but ihe 
author has the advantage of the merchant, as 
his stores are more readily diffused over the 
kingdom where, we Ibave no doubt, they will 
be found after many days, and be long prized 
as faithful and delightful pictures of Scottish 
Society and manners." 

July 10. — The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
brought forward his Budget on the previous 
Friday. Its one important feature was the 
proposal to establish penny postage. Petitions 
on the subject had been pouring in to Parlia- 
ment from an parts of the country. Another 
piece of 'news was the repcMrt of a serious riot 
at Birmingham, arising from a conflict be- 
tween the Chartists and the police. 

Ibid. — ^"This day is published, price threepence. 
Letter to Lord Brougham, on the opinions ex- 
pressed by his lordship in the Anichterarder 
case. By Hugh Miller, banker, Cromarty. 
John Johnstone, Edinburgh.'' 

July 17.— The annual Sheep and Wool Fair was 
held the previous week. A scarcity of sheep 
had arisen in conse<{uenoe of rot in parte of 
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Englaltd and Scotland. Accordingly, Cheriot 
wedders sold at an advance of from 
la to 28 6d over the prices of 1838 ; but there 
wa« a drop in the price of ewee owing to the 
losses sustained by last year's purobasers, and 
the exertions made by rearers of stock in the 
South to increase and improve their flocks. 
In wool there was a decline of from 10 to 15 
per cent., but the rates were still considered 
fair and remunerative. Figures were quoted 
as follows : —Cheviot wedders, 23s to 32s; 
ewes, 14« to 19s; lambs, 10s to 13s. Cross 
wedders, 20s to 258 ; ewes, 12i to 16f ; lambs, 
9s to lis 6d. Blackfaced wedders, 15s to 22s ; 
ewes, 10s to 128 ; lambs, 7s to 8s 3d. Cheviot 
wool, laid, washed, 18s to 208; unwashed, 
14s to 16s. Cross, waslied, 128 to 13s; un- 
washed, 10s to lis. Bkckfaced, laid, 8s to 
9s; white, lOs 6d to 12b. The maiket was 
well attended. Sir Charles Gordon, Secretary 
oi the Highland and Agriculture Society, was 
present, to make arrangements for a show to 
be held at Inverness in October. At one of 
the ordinaries. The Mackintosh proposed the 
health of Ccdonel Mackintosh ol Farr, wbo 
had just returned to his native country from 
India, after an absence of thirty years. In 
acknowledging the compliment. Colonel Mack- 
intosh dwelt on the great changes which had 
taken pkce in the North during the long 
period of his absence, the improvements in 
planting and cultivating the soil, tlie intzo- 
duction 01 steam oavigatioii, tluT formation of 
roads, and the geaeral advance made in the 
srts of civilisation. Another visitor was Mr 
M'Diarmid, the editor of the ''Dumfries 
Courier,'' who held a high standing in the 
provincial press, and who delivered a graphic 
speech on the happiness of rural life. 
Ibid. — An action was brought before the Sheriff- 
Substitute of the eastern Division of Ross- 
shire by the Kiik-Session of Edderton against 
a pensioner there for payment of the penalty 
of ten pounds Scots, alleged to be due by him 
for violating the Act of 1664, regarding CSiurch 
discipline. **The demand wa« resisted — first, 
because the Treasurer of the Kirk-Session had 
no right to pursue for the penalty without the 
Procurator-Fiscal*8 concurrence, particularly 
as one-half of the amount was ordered to be 
applied for pioDs uses, and the other half to 
be divided into two equsl parts, between tho 
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informer and constable, for bringing the 
accused to justice ; and secondly, because the 
various Acts of Parliament, imposing penalties 
in the shape of Qhurch discipline, were in 
desuetude, and could not be enf^ced in any 
Oourt of law. The Sberiff-Substitute, after 
taking time to consider the case, waa of 
(pinion tibat both obj^ections were well 
founded ; indeed, he thought that if the Act 
of Parliament had been in obsexrance, it was 
the duty of the Justices of Peace to enforce 
it, and not the Sheriff, who, he conceived, Ibad 
no jurisdiction to take cognisance of the 
offence. It was, however, quite clear that the 
defender's objections were irresistible, and 
he therefore assoilzied bim from the com- 
plaint, and dismissed the action." 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Daviot, on the 1st 
inst, the Rev. James Macphail, at the age of 
73. His pastorate extended over thirty-seven 
years, and he was beld in high esteem. 

Ibid. — A movement was set on foot for the 
estabKshment of two public markets for the 
sale of cattle and sheep in September and 
October, at Spean-Bridge, near Fort-William. 
The reasons assigned were the grievance of 
tolls and the damage to stock arising from the 
long drive from the North of Scotland to 
Falkirk Market, the exorbitant charges made 
by farmers in the neigibbourhood of the 
market stance, tlie heavy customs exacted, 
and the loss and expense on the stance. It 
was estimated that from 60,000 to 70,000 sheep 
were sihown at Falkirk at each of the Sep- 
tember and October Tkysts, and that about 
60,000 of these came from l^e Highlands ahd 
Islands, in the proportions <^ 20,000 to 30,000 
by each of the western and eastern roads. 
The subject had been discussed at the Loch- 
aber Agricultural Society, and the Harqiuis 
of Huntly had offiered the site at Spean- 
Bridge. The first name on t!be committee to 
promote the scheme waa that of John Oame- 
Ton, Corrychoilie, then one of the largest 
sheep farmers in the Highlands. 

July 24. — A disturbance had occurred in the 
island of Harris. The proprietor, contem- 
plating certain improvements on an extensive 
scale, had given notice to a number of the 
cottars, about fifty families, to remove. He 
is said to have offered the people a sum of 
£11 each, and made arrangements for their 
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emigratioo. To these tenns they are also 
said to have consented, bat when the parties 
went to complete the arrangements the 
islanders refuseid to comply, and showed a 
spirit of determined resistance. The officers 
employed to carry the ejectments into efifect 
were deforced, and it was found impossible to 
proceed without additional assistance. In re- 
sponse to an application , a detachmeot of tlte 
78th Highlanders was sent from Qlasgow, pro- 
ceeding by way of Oban and Portree. They 
were accompanied to the island by the Sheriff 
of the county and other officials. 

Ibid.-^The death is announced of Mr Robert 
Wilson, tenant of the Caledonian Hotel, In- 
yemess. It is stated that he had been known 
fOT the last fourteen years as the best inn- 
keeper in the North of Scotland. During the 
summer and autumn months his hotel was fre- 
quented hy tourists and sportsmen from all 
parts of Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^A curious case in Cromarty is briefly 
noticed, and forms the subject of communica- 
tions in subsequent issues. At a public con- 
cert in Cromarty, held on the Queen*8 birth- 
day, the National Anthem was sung, and all 
the audience stood up, with the exception of 
the chief officer of the Coastguard Station. 
This led to an altercation with one of the 
Miagistrates, and an official inquiry. The 
officer, it was stated, had merely remained sit- 
ting to keep a lady in countenance who had 
a baby sleeping on her knee I The Magistrate, 
seeing him, called to him by name, **up or 
out," hence the commotion. The officer ap- 
plied for law burrows against the Magistrate, 
but failed. He was removed to another 
station. 

August 7. — ^The disturbances in Harris had come 
to an end. The Sheriff and military went to 
Borve, where they met with no resistance, and 
made five arrests. The poverty of Harris is 
attributed to the hardships that followed from 
the decay of the kelp trade. That trade had 
so deteriorated that the proprietor was paying 
to his poor tenants £2 16b 6d for manufactured 
kelp, which be could sell with difficulty at 
£2 10s in Liverpool. Before warning the 
people off the estate (the number of families 
is now stated at thirty), the proprietor offered 
to pass from all the arrears of rent due and 
to give them a sum of £200. The editor ex- 
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presses the hope that all such removals wiU 
be made slowly and gradually — ^a few families 
only each year — unless the Government came 
forward, with wisely-directed generosity, to 
supply ample means for emigration. 

Ibid. — A Scottish Prisons Bill, which had long 
been under way, passed through Parliament. 

August 14. — Some warm language used at a 
dinner at Forres showed the stniiDed relations 
between Church and dissent at this time. Sir 
William Gordon-Cummtng, who was in the 
chair, expressed the hope that these unhappy 
dififerences were passing away. **He trusted 
the time would come when there would be no 
such distinctions; when ministers, like mem- 
bers of Parliament, would be elected every 
seven years; and when Mr Stark (the Seces- 
sion minister) would have an equal chance of 
the Parish Church with Mr Grant." These 
sentiments were cheered, but Mr Grant rose 
and retorted — "In that case I beg to tell Sir 
William that his estates will not be worth 
six mocths* purchase." Sir William did not 
see the connection. He thought the chartei 
to his estate would hold good as long as he 
fulfilled its conditions. "If the rev. gentle- 
man," he added, "for the love of the kirk, 
would violate his charter, he must abide by 
the consequences." This was a hit at the 
controversy on thie Veto. Another member of 
the company backed up the dissenters, and 
correspondence followed the dinner. 

August 28. — The first rumour appears of a prob- 
able marriage between Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert. The Chartist agitation) con- 
tinued, and an occasional delegate appeared in 
the North of Scotlund, but met with small en- 
couragement. A number of Cliartists had 
been apprehended in England, chiefly in Lan- 
cashire. No less timn a hundred rioters were 
committed for trial. Three Birmingham 
rioters had been sentenced to death, but were 
respited, and their sentences commuted to 
transportation for life. 

Ibid. — '^ Since our last publication Dr Chalmers 
has addressed crowded audiences in Dornoch, 
Cromarty, and Dingwall, on tiie subject of 
Church extension. On Sunday last the rev. 
gentleman preached in the Parish Church of 
Roeskeen. He is now in Inverness, and will 
address our townsmen on the same subject on 
Thursday and Friday next. His addresses 
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arc all of great length, great power, and are 
marked by extraordinary energy and eameflt- 
nesa." This is an introduction to a fuller re- 
port. Dt Chalmers was entertained to a pub- 
lic dinner in DingwaU, and on a subsequent 
day to a breakfast in Inverness. He was ac- 
companied by the Rev. Mr Buchanan, of Glas- 
gow, and by Mr Maitland Makgill. 

Ibid. — ^There is a notice of Hugh Miller's two 
pamphlets on the Church question, the letter 
to Lord Brougham, and "The Whiggism of 
the Old School." The reviewer be«tows high 
praise on the literary quality of the pamphlets. 
"M^ Miller is a master of English, and of 
such EogKsh as Dryden or Goldsmith would 
have written had they lived at the present 
day.'* The reviewer does not take the same 
view of the Veto Act as Miller, but he add»— 
'*Men of all shades of opinion may consult Mr 
Miller's tracts with pleasure and advanta^. 
We hear that their worthy author ia about to 
remove from Cromarty to conduct a Church 
newspaper to be establislied in Edinburgh. 
He is well qualified fcnr such a task, and hki 
talents — seconded by his high character and 
integrity — will find a suitable field in the ac- 
complished society of the Scottish metro- 
polis." In the same number there is a notice 
of a volume of ''Sacred Poems" by the late Sir 
Robert Grant. 

September 4. — Parliament was prorogued oo the 
27th ult. Among the measures which her 
Majesty mentions with satisfaction is the '^• 
duct ion of the postage dfuties." Preliminary 
steps had still to be taken before the measure 
could come into effect. The same number 
gives an account of the great Eglintoun 
Tournament. Lady Seymour was Queen of 
Beauty. The festival continued several days, 
but was greatly marred by heavy rains. 
Piince Louis Napoleon, afterwards Emperor of 
the French, was present. 

Ibid. — There is a report of Dr Chalmers's address 
at Inverness, whiob was delivered to a large 
audience in the High Church. It is stated 
that "the subscription here abneady amounts 
to £2000— a sum greatly beyond the expecta- 
tion of any one." Dr Chalmers also visited 
Forres, and was entertained to a public dinner 
there. Immediately after the visit of Dr 
Gbelmers, a gentleman from Manchester, Mbr 
A. W. Paulton, vicited Inverness, and de- 
livered lectures on the Com Laws. 
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Ibid. — The vacancy in the parish of Daviot was 
beginning to rouse excitement. "As there are 
only/' we are told, 'Hen or twelve mal<e heaxis 
of families, communicants in the parish, a 
keen canvas and no little speculation have been 
called forth on the occasion. Lord John Rus- 
sell has just nominated the Rev. Simon Mack- 
intosh, Inshes, and the Rev. John Fraser, 
Stratherrick, as candidates for the choice of 
the qualified parisbioners. In making this in- 
timation to the peirsons concerned^ Lord John 
conveyed an admonition to certain parties who 
had been instrumental in getting up a petition 
on behalf of another gentleman. He stated 
that whilst at all times anxious to consult the 
wishes of the people in the selection of their 
clergyman, he could give no encouragement 
whatever to the canvass of a vacant parish; 
and having understood that beyomd doubt this 
had been the case in this instance, he had come 
to the resolution to set aside the petition thus 
got up, and not to advise her Majesty to 
appoint the individoial on whose behalf it had 
been forwarded." The text of this conununi- 
cation was afterwards published. The can- 
didate whom Lord Jolm Russell declined to 
appoint was the Rev. Archibald Cock. Mr 
Oook then wrote denying indignantly that he 
hftd ever canvassed. 

September 26. — ^At the Circuit Court at Inver- 
ness a singular case was tried from the parish 
of Kirkhill. The schoolmaster there was 
charged with having forced his way to the 
Communion table without permission, and with 
having seized the cup and partaken ol it 
against the remonstrances of the ministers and 
elders. After a long trial the jury found '^he 
panel not guilty of a breach of the peace, and 
not guilty of profanity ; but find him guilty of 
illegally disturbing the congregation." This 
was held to be a conviction under a statute of 
the eleventljl Parliament of James Sixth, 
Chapter 27th, which ordained— "That whatso- 
ever person or persons shall happen hereafter 
to perturb the order of the kirk, in time of 
divine service, or to make any tumult, raise 
any fray, either in kirk or kirkyard, where- 
through the people then convened shall 
happen to bo disordered, troubled, or dis- 
persed, the same shall be ana point of dittay, 
and the persoms to be convict thereof shall 
tyne all their movables goods, to be escheit 




to oar Sovereign Lord for Lbeir offence ; but 
[without] prejudice of greater pimifihment, gif 
Ihcre should huppca onj grsat^r offence, ai 
■laugljter, blood, mutlliUioD, Bliootiog of Lag- 
battel and ptstoli^ttei, according to the lawi 
of tbs realm." The Oourt occordinglr had 
no discretion, except to declare tbol the pawl'i 
goods were escheat to tbe Crown ; "aind the 
panel, who seemed satii£ed at the remit, wna 
allowed to leave the bar." 
Ibid. — The editiw gives an ncoount of a v 
Ho_vhall, afterw&rda publ'^shed in tbe HigMxnd 
Notebook. 
UctobcT 2. — A Select Committee of tbe Honw of 
Commons issued a report recommettding ex- 
tensive improremeuts on the Caledonian Cunal. 
Ibid, — The Northero Meeting m tlie prcvioui 
week was favoured with fine weather. Pony 
races were provided at the Longman by mb- 
Bcription. The Duke of Richmond and Lard 
Saltoua presided at the dinners, which con- 
tinued to form a feature ol the Heeting. 
Both had served antter the Duke ot Wulliag- 
loo, and incideDte of their careere were re- 
called. Presents w*re Bent M tiie piuvejor 
in prospect of llie Meeting aiwl Uie forth- 
coming banquet of tbe Highland Society. 
The Duke of Sutberknd sent two One stags ; 
Up Boss of Roeaie a slAg weighing 22 stone; 
Lord Lovat two Gne hinds ; Ojldutbel, par- 
tridges; u)d Mr Boulderson, Brabaa Castle, a 
supply of choice fruit. It is stated that the 
host of tbe Caledonian Hotel had obtained a 
turtle weighing 130 lbs, for tbe Higbhnd 
Society dinner. 
Ibid. — The difficulty which was arising in the 
parish of Daviot leads to a short account and 
description of the parish. Tbe writer says — 
"Though one of the Lirgest parishes in Scot- 
lund, we are assured there are only ten mala 
commnnicants uf the Church in Daviot, in 
coosequenoe ot a scliism which began about 
twenty years ago. on tbe introduction of • 
catechiEt or biy preacher. These religions 
nB. though not so warlike as the old 
fends, are kept up with eqaol tenacity." Tbe 
artiole closes with tbe following i " 
which show the progress oI improvfi 
the hopes that were entertained ; — " Those 
only who can contrast tbe present itat« of the 
Highlands with what it was twrive years ago, 
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as to the cultiTation of tbe soil, can appreciate 
how mnch has been done in planting and in 
reclaiming waste land— 4iow strong a spirit of 
emulation is abroad — and how many parishes 
have become exporting instead of importing 
districts. Thoroagh drainage and bone-dust 
haye revolntionised the sorface of ijbe earth; 
and if the whole kingdom were brought under 
the improved system of tillage, the com pro- 
dooe of Britain would far exceed the Wants of 
its population." 

Ibid. — ^Badenoch was very gay this season. The 
Duke and Ducheee of Bedford, with their 
friends, were at their farourite autumn resi- 
dence, the Doune, and Mr Edward Ellice, 
If. P., at Invereehie. These two parties made 
up a purse of fifty guineas, to be given as 
prizes for athletic sports. The gathering came 
off at Invereshie. "An Immense concourse of 
persons was present, as the news soon spread 
over the hills, an4 ihe people poured forth 
to witness the splendid airay of Sassenach 
lords and ladies, and to partake in the amuse- 
ments of the day. A hogshead of whisky was 
provided by the generous entertainers, and 
abundance of bread, beef, and mfutton. Tents 
were erected in the Qlen, and as the ladies 
arrived the pipers announced the events in 
the liveliest strains of the pibroch. The sports 
commenced with a foot race up a steep moun- 
tain, one of the highest in t9ie Grampians. 
Seven Highlanders started, the distance back- 
and forward being better than four miles. 
The winner of the first prize (which was £3) 
came in to the pole in the short time of 22 
minutes 35 seconds; the successful competi- 
tors for the second and third prizes arrived very 
soon afterwards, keeping side by side the whole 
way, until within a few seconds of their 
arrival at the starting place." There were 
other sports, inchiding pony races by some 
of the party. A supper and ball followed. 
Fire-woiks were let off, and a field piece in the 
lawn awoke the mountain echoes. 

October 5. — ^This was a spedal edition, issued to 
report the great meeting and show of the 
Highland Society, held on Wednesday and 
Thursday, 3ixl and 4th inst. On Wednesday 
there was a dinner in t^be Northern Meeting 
Rooms, where addresses were given on sub- 
jects important to agriculturists. The number 
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present was 240. Mr Mackintosh of.GMdes, 
Convener of the Society's Committees in the 
Northern Counties, wajB in the chair, sup- 
ported by the Doke of Richmond, Lord 
Lovat, and other noblemen and gentlemen. 
The show was h^ in the Academy Park. The 
entries numbered 879, '*within about twenty 
of the great Glasgow Exhibition." The stock 
consisted of Highland, shortbomed, poUed, 
Ayrshire, and cross cattle; aUo horses and 
sheep. There were prizes for the best samples 
of wool, and for roots and seeds. Some im- 
plements were exhibited, and mention is made 
of one medal in this department The report 
speaks highly of the quality of the stock. In 
sheep, it is said, the sbow of Cheviots was by 
far the best that had ev^ been exhibited under 
the auspices of the Highland Society. "A 
gentleman from Northumberland states that 
at their exhibitions in the North of England 
no such Cheviot wedders had ever been seen." 
Horses were apparently the poorest part of 
the show, though it is acknowledged that there 
was a fair representation of draught mares and 
fillies. A great pavilion was erected, de- 
signed to accommodate a thousand persons. 
It was fitted up with gas, and was tastefully 
decorated. A dinner was held here on Thurs- 
day evening, presided over by the Duke of 
Richmond, and attended by about 780 per- 
sons. The report of the meetings and of the 
show extends to nearly twelve columns, and 
must have been a great effort for the news- 
paper resources of the time. 
October 23. — A meeting of heritors was held to 
consider a proposal to disjoin the office of first 
minister of Inverness from tbe offices of the 
other two ministers, by allotting to him the 
new church (the West Church) and a parish 
attached quoad sacra, with a distinct session. 
It had been proposed by the Rev. Mr C^rk 
and his friends tiiat the new church should be 
designated the First Church. The heritors 
protested against these proposals. They 
Joined, however, in commending the exertions 
of Mr CSark, to whose efforts the public were 
indebted for the erection of the building. It 
is stated that the sum expended on the church 
op till the Whitsunday previous was £2915, 
but that the total would amount to £4012. 
The funds available, a large proportion con- 
sisting of private contributions, amounted to 
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£^1864, leaving a deficiency of £2148. The 
annual fett-duty was £25. 

Ibid.— Tlie Duke of Bedford died at the Doune 
of RothiemurchuB on the 2()th inst. He was 
in the seyenty-third year of hit age. Death 
was due to apoplexy. A tribute is paid to the 
Duke's manly and kindly character, his 
popular tympathieSj and :his munificent chari- 
ties. 

n>id. — ^The heritors and communicants of the 
parish of Daviot met to ascertain whether they 
would prefer Mr Simon Madcintosh or Mr 
John Fraaer, whose names were snbmitted by 
the Home Secretary for the vacant charge. 
The communicants, with one exception, made 
choice of Mr Mackintosh, and the heritors, 
also with one exertion, concurred. 

Ibid. — The Rev. Simon Somerville, minister of 
the Second Associate congregation of Elgin, 
died on the 11th inst., in tbe 72nd year of his 
age and the 44th of his ministry. He was 
ordained to the Associate congregation of Barr- 
head, in ForfarsluTe, in 1795, but demit ted his 
charge there in 1803, and came to Elgin in 
1805. Mr Somerville is described as an 
honourable and pious man, naturally cheerful 
and hospitable, and much esteemed. 

October 30. — The London papers of Tuesday, the 
22nd inst., announced the death of Lord 
Brougham as having arisen from the over- 
turning of his carriage near Brougham Hall, 
in Westmoreland. The report was unfounded. 
'*The melancholy impression lasted only one 
day." It appears that Lord Brougham was 
driving in a carriage which was upset, but he 
was not seriously inj^ured. The incident ex- 
cited comments of many kinds. 

Ibid. — Shortly after ten o'clock on the evening 
of Wednesday, 23rd inst., an earthquake shock 
was felt in the town of Inverness, and over 
the greater part of Scotland to t^e East and 
South. It "was announced by a rumbling 
noise like that of a carriage, and in two or 
three seconds a smart shock, like a thunder- 
clap, succeeded." The weather during the 
day was thick and foggy, with a constant 
drizzling rain and slight easterly winds. The 
temperature ranged from 47 deg. to 50 deg. 
for several days. The barometer rose from 
29.870 inches at three o'clock on the afternoon 
of Wedneitday to 29.914, the height at the 
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time of the ihock ; it continued to rise for the 
next two days, when it reached 30.578. The 
earthquake caused no aenoias oonaequenoes. 
Some persona believed that a aligfit shock was 
percq[)tible on Thursday erening. 

Ibid.— The Earl of Moray paid! a visit to his 
Northern property after an absence of seven- 
teen years. The Forres Agricoltural Society 
entertained him to a public dinner. His lord- 
sbip also entertained his tenantry to dinner in 
Randolph's Hall in Damaway Castle. The 
scene in this fine old hall is described as 
peculiarly impressive— '*One of the most im- 
pressive we have ever witnessed." 

Ibid. — ^The educational arrangements of Inver- 
ness, arising from the scheme for the admini- 
stration of Dr Bell's bequest, caused much 
local discussion. There are long memoranda 
on tbe subject in this issue. 

November 6.— 'It is announced that the 
"Ck)urier" is now printed with a patent 
machine, possessing a locomotive printing 
cylinder, manufactured by Oarr & Smith, 
Helper, Derbyshire. "It is calculated to 
throw off from 20 to 30 impressions per minute. 
This is the first attempt to introduce printing 
machinery north of Aberdeen, and will, we 
trust, be considered an earnest of our anxious 
desire to serve the public as efficiently and 
faitjifully as lies in our power." 

November 13.— 'The Ohartists broke out into 
violence, attempting, under Jbhn Frost, to 
take possession of Newport, in South Wales. 
The misguided men were driven off by the 
military. They left twenty-two dead, while a 
large number were severely wounded. 

Ibid.— A landed proprietor had a book printed 
at the " Courier *' Office, which he entitled 
"Hints for the use of Highland Tenants and 
Cottagers." The Hints were given in altern- 
ate pages of English and Gaelic, and the 
volume was illustrated by engravings, showing 
models of houses, barns, and implements. 
Copies of the boc^ are still occasionally to be 
found, and it seems to have served a useful 
purpose. 

Ibid.— 'Letters were received in Inverness an- 
noanciog the death of Ifr John Anderson, 
W.S., who went out some years previously as 
a Magistrate to the island of St Vincent. The 
news excited much regret. The deceased was 
an aocomphshed man, author of the ''History 
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of the House of Fraser/* and of nnmerous 
papers on antiquarian subjects. He was a 
brother of Messrs (George and Peter Anderson, 
authors of the Ckiide to the Highlands. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Alexander Gumming was elected Pro- 
Yoet of Inyemess, and Mr J^hn Wilson, 
builder, Provost of Nairn. There was ''an 
extraordinary reaction in the burgh of Nairn 
in favour of Conservatism." The new Pro- 
vost was entertained to a public dinner. Mr 
William Laing was elected Provost of Forres. 

November 20. — ^The estate of Achany, in Suther- 
land, waa lately purchased by James Matbe- 
son, Esq. of Canton, in China, representative 
of a family who had long occupied Shinness. 
The residents on the estate celebrated the 
purchase with bonfires. 

November 27. — ^The Intended marriage of the 
Queen witib Prince Albert was the most im- 
portant incident of domestic news. The Duke 
of Wellington had suffered from an attack of 
iliness, but was recovering. There were 
further developments of the Marnoch Church 
case. 

December 11. — The town of Tain was now 
lighted with gas. Companies had also been 
formed to supply gas to Dingwall and Wick. 

December 18. — The Commission of the Church 
of Scotland suspended seven clergymen in 
Strathbogie for disregarding the injunctions 
of the Assembly in connection with the 
Mamoch case. 

December 25. — Provost Cumming presided at a 
public meeting at which it was c^solved to 
establish a National Security Savings Bank for 
the town and county of Inverness. 

Ibid.— A report of the Daviot Church case ex- 
tends to three and a-half oolunms. The 
Presbytery of Inverness met in the Parish 
Church of Daviot for the purpose of moderat- 
ing in a call to the Rev. Simon Mackintosh. 
The church was crowded. The presentee had 
obtained an interdict from the Supreme Court, 
prohibiting the communicants from tendering 
dissents against the settlement under the Veto 
Act. The coQununicants approached the 
Presbytery with a petition, which, after a dis- 
cussion and a division, was read. It stated 
that the communicants were ten in number, 
three of whom supported Mr Mackintosh, 
whiho the remaining seven had resolved, before 
the interdict was served, to dissent from his 
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settlement; that the great majority of the 
parish were also opposed to him, as appeared 
from a writing, signed by 111 heads of 
families, produced with the petition, which 
would have been signed by many more had 
time permitted; and that the heritors who 
supported Mr Mackintosh were mostly non- 
resident, or of a different religious persuasion. 
The petitioners did not wish to violate the 
injunction of the Supreme Court, but they 
suggested, that the meeting of Ptesbytery 
should be adjourned. After a long discussion, 
the Presbytery agreed, without a vote, to re- 
fer the case to thQ Assembly. Mr A. Mac- 
tavish, solicitor, appeared for the presentee, 
and Mr Charles Stewart for the petitioners. 
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No. XVI. 

In Februaiy 1840 Queen Viict<Mia was mai^ 
lied to Prince Albei-t. The young sovereign 
had not at this time gained the hearts of the 
people as she afterwards did, and to her 
chagrin the allowance to her husband was cut 
down, by a combination of Ck)nBeryatiTe8 and 
Radicals, to £30,000 a year. In June the 
youth Oxford attempted to shoot the Queen 
as she was driving out with the Prince from 
Buckingham Palace. The outrage roused 
the loyalty of the people, calling forth a un- 
animous expression of hoiTor and indigna- 
tion from all ranks of society. 

The troubles of the Whig Gk)vernment 
multiplied during the session. They 
managed, however, to pass the bill for Irish 
municipal reform. The House came into 
conflict with a flim named Stockdale, which 
brought an action against Hansard for pub- 
lishing what they considered! a libel in a 
Parliamentary paper. The firm succeeded in 
the Law Courts, but the House considered 
their conduct a breach of privilege, and com- 
mitted the persons immediately concerned to 
custody. Heated (Jisoussions took place, and 
the conflict was finally ended by the passing 
of an Act which protected the publication of 
Parliamentary papers. In foreign affairs, 
Palmerston took a strong line in suitor ting 
the integnty of the Ottoman Empire against 
Mehemet Ali, and came near to embroiling 
the country with France. A quan-el also 
occurred with Cliina over the opium question, 
leading to war. 

The system of penny postage was brought 
into operation in January, though not with- 
out misgivings on the part of the Govern- 
ment. At first the change caused a loss to 
the revenue, but in a few years it was made 
up. The Chartist leaders Frost and his as- 
sociates were convicted of high treason, but 
their sentence was oommuted to transporta- 
tion for life. In Scotland there was growing 
excitement over the Church question. 
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From the '^Inverness Courier,** 
1840. 

January 1, — 3j Treasury minute, dated Decem- 
ber 26, January lOih was fixed as the date 
for bringing the penny-postage rate into opera- 
tion. 

Ibid. — ^Articles and letters appear on the Churdi 
question. Rey. Mr Cunningham and Rev. Ifr 
Gandlish addressed a large meeting in the In- 
verness Gaelic Church. A correspondent, 
speaking of the Daviot case, says that for 
many years the parish, with a large propor- 
tion of two adjacent ones, had been pracUoedly 
seveied by religious dissensions from com- 
munion with the Church. It was no un- 
common thing for tlie late pastor to preach to 
a handful on one side of the stream, while the 
multitude flocked to the tent of an itinerant 
preacher on the other side. When the vacancy 
occurred the people fixed their minds on one 
man (Rev. Mr Cook, Inverness), as best 
adapteid by his special gifts to edify them. 
'* But the efiForts," says the correspondent, "to 
procure his services overshot the mark, and 
were justly deemed by Qovemment a sufficient 
reason for rejectiug an application in his 
favour, and striking his name from the list 
of candidates.'* It does not seem to have oc- 
curred, either to the minister or to the writer, 
that the best way to put an end to the schism 
was to give the people the candidate of their 
choice. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that the springs and wells 
which watered the Leys had been dried up since 
the date of the recent earthquake. This was 
on the south side of the valley. On the op- 
posite side, at the farm of Kinmylies, the 
pumps failed to raise any water, and a supply 
had to be obtained from the river. 
January 8. — ^At a public meeting held in the 
High Church, it was agreed by a majority to 
approve of a legal absessmeut for the support 
of the poor in the parish of Inverness. The 
Town Council and Kirk-Session had previously 
sanctioned the proposal. 
Ibid. — ^An advertisement announces that a news- 
paper under the title of *'The Witness*' was 
to be published in Edinburgh. It was "de- 
signed espiecially to maintain the ca/Dse of 
Protestantism and of Cburch Establishments, 
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and the •puitiial righU and priTileges of the 
CSmrdi of Scotlazid.'* Hie Mine urae con- 
tMXDM % report of the meeting addressed at In- 
Temess by Rer. Messrs Cnnningham and 
Gandlish. Ko layman conld be indooed to 
take the chair, and the Rer. lir 8tewart» Oo- 
marty, agreed to preside. A resolution was 
passed in faroor of the Church claims, and 
petitions to Parliament were prepared and 
largely signed. On the opposite side a meet- 
ing of heritors and others was held at Nairn, 
which expressed alarm at the recent proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly and its Oommis- 
sion, especially in suspending the Strathbogie 
ministers. 

Ibid.— The local ToUl Abstinence Society was 
conducting an active movement. A soiree 
was held on New-Tear's Day in the Northern 
Meeting Booms. 'The price of admission was 
Is 6d, but this was far from being an obstacle 
in the way of attendance, as abore five hundred 
were present.** 

January 15.— 'Hugh Miller, on his appcnntment 
as editor of the 'Witness," was entertained to 
a public dinner at Oromarty on the 8th inst., 
and presented with a b^kfast service. Mir 
George Oameron, Shenff-Subetitute of the 
eastern district of Ross-shire, was in the chair, 
and the croupiers were Provost Robert Ross 
and Mr John Taylor, Sheriff-Clerk. MiHer's 
pamphlets on the Church question had secured 
him his new appointment, but it is noted at 
the same time that his geological discoveries 
had already attracted the attention of men 
of science at home and abroad. " It was now 
necessary that he should leave his native town, 
of which he had long been the poet laureate, 
the historian, and geologist, and where be 
lived in universal respect for his private 
virtues do less than for his talents.** Mr 
Carrutbers was present from Inverness, and 
joined in expressing admiration for his friend. 
They had been acquainted for eleven years. 
Miller^s Poems died been printed at the 
"Ckrarier** office, and many communications 
from his pen, inchiding hit Letters on the 
Herring Fishery, had appeared in the columns 
of the paper. The day after the dinner Miller 
left Cromarty for Edinburgh, carrying with 
him tihe best wishes of his friends and towns- 
men. 
Jbid.— The county of Inverness resolved to peti- 
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ticm Parliament to increase the salaries of 
Scottish Sheriff-Substitutes. 'The number of 
these functionaries is forty-nine. Their salaries 
yarj from £150 to £400, making the average 
about £863. The sum total tbus paid 
annually for supporting this important branch 
of the judicial establisbmAnt of Scotland is 
only £13,120.'^ 

Ibid.^WilMam Ho<witt had issued a book en- 
titled "Visits to Remarkable Places/' in 
which the old halls, battlefields, and scenes 
illustrative of English poetry and history 
were delineated, ^is issue quotes a passage 
which describes Mir Howitt*s visit to Kil- 
morack, in A-ngust 1836, during the time of 
the summer Communion. There was a large 
open-air gathering in the church-yard. "With 
the exception that 'hardly one had a bonnet 
on, the young women were not much to be 
distinguished from those of our smartest 
towns. They all had their hair neathjr 
braided, and adorned with a tall comb of 
tortoise-shell. Many of them had silk gowns 
and handsome worked muslin collars, and 
others were dressed in white. Every one car- 
ried on her arm a shawl, often of tartan, ready 
in ca^se of rain to throw over her iiead. The 
married women wore no bonnets, but had caps 
supported by a sort of inner frame of stiff 
calico; and smart coloured ribbons, often 
pink, and as often gay tartan, showing through 
the cap. The old women, again, had large 
mob-caps. . . . Many of them came tbos 
unbonneted perhaps from a distance of seven 
or eight miles. . . . Sturdy shepherds with 
sunburnt features and their plaids wrapped 
round them, and gay feUows in full HigUand 
costume, mingled with the throng in a more 
English garb. ... A more serious and 
decorous congregation never was seen." 

January 22.^A public meeting was held in the 
Town Hall to express disapproval of tha 
action of the General Assembly in connection 
with the Veto Act. The resolutions bore that 
the Church should proceed "not by agitation 
in exciting the passions and prejudioes of the 
multitude, but by calm and respectful applica- 
tion to the Legislature." Provost Cummin^ 
was in the chair. ''Several gentlemen enter- 
taining different opinions on this subject were 
present, but oo attempt was made at oppod- 

84 
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tion, nor was any lUArk of disapprobation 
evinced." 

Ibid. — ^A paragraph states tbat tbe Gbief of 
Qlengarry was preparing to embark for 
Australia with his family and dependents. 
"He is constructing timber houses and fur- 
nishing himself with various agricultural im- 
plements and other oonvemenoes lot residence 
in that distant ' region. Mr Maodonell was 
compelled some time since to dispose of most 
of the property, which was iieavily mortgaged 
and encumbered by his father, the late weU- 
known Glengarry, whose character, in its more 
favourable Ughte, was drawn by Sir Walter 
Scott in his hero, Fergus Wlyix, We 
cannot regard this expatriation of the 
head! of an old Highland family, with 
its clan associations, its pipe music, 
and its feudal associations, without some 
regret and emotion. These Celtic strains 
and legends will sound strange in the 
new worid of the wanderers, so far removed 
from their native Loch-Oich, the Rock of the 
Raven, and the otiier magnificent scenery of 
the Glengarry mountains." 

Ibid. — There is notice of a book entitled *'The 
Black Kalendar of Aberdeen/' whidi was de- 
signed to give an account of the most remark- 
able trials that had come before the criminal 
courts in that city from the period of tiie sup- 
pression of the rising of 1745. Many of these 
were from Inverness. It appears that on the 
suppression of the insurrection, a number of 
persons of desperate character who had been 
engaged in it commenced a series of robberies 
and outrages. The fate of one of the men is 
tibiis recorded — *'In the month of July 1766» 
John Macmillan, or Breack Macevan Yaan, a 
a stout Jacobite and renowned thief, was exe- 
cuted at Inverness. There were suspicions 
against this man that he had been accessory 
to a murder for which this brother had been 
hanged some years before; but he denied this 
crime at the gallows. He neither prayed for 
himself nor desired the prayers of others, but 
called for a glass of whisky, and having got 
it, held it up above his head and cried out, 
' Here is Prince Charles's health, and Qod 
send him safe to his own kingdom. I ask you 
all to witness that I am an innocently 
murdered man.' He then spent his last 
breath in abasing aU who liad a hand in 
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bringing bim to justice, snd eapeddly the 
Sheriff, who, he uld, had been a black sight 
to the oaiDu and families uF Lochiei and Gleu- 
giury. Mu.'niillaii'H friends liaTinj; got his 
body to hury after it was cat dowii, «n- 
(te&vouied. bv bleeding aud other meatii, to 
reiton bitik to life, but without micceaa." 
Ttkera wei'e iiumerouB trials of Romaa 
Oitbolici. In April 1769. Neil Uacfla wa« 
buniibed for life, b; a aentence of the Circnil 
Court at Invernesi. for being "h&bit and re- 
pute a Popish priest." 
Ibid. — The death i* ftDuounced of Principal 
Baiid tX. the ^ge of 79. He was the WBfin 
trieod of edncs.tJron in the Highlunds. 
Ibid.— Ad extract is given from William 
Hmritt's work (noticed above), describing hii 
visit to the batUefield of Oullodeo in August 
1836. The moor wai at the time "one black 
wuto of heath." witb exception □[ the grau; 
mounds that formed the graves. The road, 
he sajs, luid been cut across the uioor since 
the bulUe, right acrow tlie stene of actjon, 
and tlirough the giaves. The nortb nail of 
au enclosure, as is well known, screeued the 
right flank of the HighUad armj. Ur Eowitt 
mentions that "the mouldering remains of 
that old and sfaatteTed wall stiU stretch acroM 
the moor in the very ooorsa laid down in the 
original plans of the battle." The visitor 
was coDihicted through the battlefield b; a 
young man named William Ifackeniie. whose 
family uocupied a but in Stable Hollow at the 
lime of 1^ battle, aud stil> Lived on the same 
spot, "It Iiod been called Stable Hollow ever 
since from a nundiec of the English troopers 
after the fight putting up tlieir Iwma in the 
slied belongil^g to it. while tbey went to strip 
the slain." 
January 29. — On thv previous Thursday a pub- 
lic meeting waa held in luveme^s to support 
the principle of non-intrusion in the Church. 
The attendnnco is described as " Urge and 
highly renpeclable," and finding that the 
Court-HoosH could not contain tlie Dambers 
who wanted admission, tbe meedng adjoDmed 
to tbe High Church. Ur Frascr of Abertarfl! 
was in tbe chair. Among the Bpeekera were 
tihe Rev. David Sutherland, the Rev. Alex- 
aoder Chirk, and the Rev. Archibald Cook, of 
Inverness, On the 16th inst. a meeting 
on tbe same side was hcM at Forres, "which 
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was attended by almoit all the reapectable 
people of the place.'" The meeting was pre- 
ceded by a sennoD from the Rev. Mr Mac- 
donald, Urquhart. Besolutiona were adopted 
declaring tor the princvf^e of non-intrusion 
and the ind^>endent jurisdiction of the 
Church in spiritual matters. 

Ibid.— 'Mr Macaulay was elected one oi tfae 
representatives of Edinburgh on his appoint- 
ment as Secretary at War. The Editor pub- 
lishes extracts from a private . letter written 
by a young student to his father, descriptive 
of Macaulay's appearance, manner, and ora- 
tory. The writer says that his first impres- 
sions on seeing the Secretary at War were 
tiu>fle of unmingled surprise and disuppoiot- 
meut. The hon. member was little and in- 
significant, restless and uneasy, and by no 
means intellectual in expression. ^'But the 
moment he got up to speak, these feelings 
were dissipated. From being uneasy and 
timid, he became calm and sdf -possessed ; 
and leaning gracefully on the table by his 
side, he began his speech with the utmost 
coolness, pronouncing every w(Mxi slowly and 
distinctly, and with tht most deliberate em- 
phasis. His voice is remarkably clear, rich, 
and aomorous, and always ex<)uisitely modu- 
lated to suit the sentiment he is littering. 
As he fired with his subject, his countenance 
lost its dull and commonplace character, his 
slender form dilated into prouder dimensions, 
and his features were simple and natural, yet 
graceful and expressive. ... He seemed 
to me a scholar without pedantry, an orator 
without sophistry.*' The writer of this letter, 
we believe, was Mr Angus B. Reach. 

FdiNTuary 5. — ^There is a long report of a large 
non-intrusion meeting at Dingwall. The Rev. 
James Maodonald, of Urray, was in the chair. 

February 12. — ^Mr Macleod of OadboU, who had 
been in failing health, announces that he is 
not again to seek the suffrages of the electors 
of ttie Inverness Burghs. This had been ex- 
pected for a week or two, and the Liberals 
were now in treaty with Mr James Morrison, 
merchant, London, to oMitest the seat in their 
interest when a vacancy occurred. Mr Moni- 
son was now in Inverness, accompanied by Mr 
Edwaxti EUice, ML P. 

Ibid.— A meeting was held at Forres to express 
disapproval of the attitude of the Cborcb on 
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a qneitiDii. Ur J. M. OrtAt of Olen- 

a wai in the chiir. and veveral count)' 
propriuton vcre present. The general tit- 
teodance ncniB to have been liliuWd. 

February 19. — Tliis is*ut giren an Kcouiit of the 
marriage of Queen Victoria and Fiiiice 
Albert, celebrated on the 10th inat. There 
were rejoicing* at InvcnieaB and other places. 

Ibid. — Mr llorriHin and Ur Edward Elliw, jun., 
Iieid a political meeting iu InTemaaa. Mr 
ElUoe WM entertained to s pubUc dinner by 
hi> old friends (he hod ponteated the burgbs 
against Uajor Gumming Bruce), A meeting 
in lupport of non-intrusion wai held at Tain. 
There vaa a religiotu rerival in Nairn which 
nttracted aoma attention, 

February 26.— Hr Uacleod of Cadboll had r«- 
Holved, on account of iU>.hea[th, to resign at 
once his seat for the burghfl, instead of wait- 
ing for the General Election, Mr Morrison, 
the liberaJ candidate, and his frieod Mr 
KUice, hud taken teave of the electors, and 
gone a* far aa Edinburgh before they beard 
that a writ bad been moved for. They im- 
mediately retraced t^ir steps. The Conaerra- 
tive candidate was Mr John Fraaer, Cro- 
marty House, a native of Inverness. Tlie 
contest promptly began, " but happily with 
the prospect of a speedy termination." 

Much 4. — The candidates for the representation 
of the Inverness Burghi were nominated on 
February 26ljb uh., the ceremony takjng place 
on the Exchange , "wheie a capacious and 
showy huBtinga bsit been erected." The crowd 
was very large, aitd "a few more mischievously 
disposed, had provided themaelves with small 
shot, wTiich were thrown about to tlie n-nnoy- 
ancB of many persons." The Liberal candi- 
date was Mr James Morrison, merchant. Lon- 
don ; the Oooservative Mk John Fraaer. Cro- 
marty House. The polling took place on 3rd 
March, with the result that Mr Morrison was 
elected by 353 votes to 306; majority. 45. 
Forres was still the Conservative burgh of the 
group, the figures there being 71 for Mr 
Fraaer and 55 for Mr Morrison. 

Maccb 11. — Comments and communications 
appear on the election, Mr Eraser brought 
charge* oi bribery, intimidation, and broken 
pledges, but the editor remarked with good 
humour that "the whole annals of electioneer- 
ing can scarcely ttimisb a single instuce of a 
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defeated ^ft*«ilttf, who ackaovfadged tkii ha 
had beea fairlj bealen." 

Manrb IB.— Tba Martcr of Qnafc, JILP. far the 
eoootj <f larenicai, died aaddeafy at OUka 
Hoate OB the lltb inat., from aa iflBcttoB of 
the hatfi. Ha had coma North to ayJca pte- 
patmlioiia for the fnnaral ol hia aothar, who 
dkd on tha 27th alL ' The Maitar waa aiiljr 
io hia twenty-fixth year, and hk death caaaad 
deep regret. There was great ijiBiiati^ for 
hia father, the Hoo. Colonel QtuA, who had 
loat both wife and eoiL 

Ibid.— The PreabTtery of InrernBaa had decided 
that the new church waa to be called the 
Weet Church; and it it itatad that crerj 
other matter about wliich there was aar differ- 
ence of opinion had been amicaUy eettled. 

Ibid,— At a meeting of the '^gal admiaiatra- 
tore/' a motion waa carried eeUiing the prin- 
ciple that the enm required for the eapport of 
the poor of the parish of InTemeas should be 
raisi^, one-half from heritors and proprietors, 
according to their real rent, and the other 
half from the inhabitants of tha town and 
parish. This, il was stated, secured occu- 
pants from haring to pay more than an equal 
Aare of aasessment. 

Ibid.— A paragraph in this issue states that Sir 
George ICacpherson-Qrant of Ballindalloch 
had purchased from Qlengarry the eatate of 
Otanqooich for £32,000. A subsequent para- 
graph» however, says that the purchaae, 
though made hv Sir Qeorge, waa on behalf of 
lAr Kdward £llic^ Junior, M.P., who thus 
became one of the landed proprietors of the 
eountjr. 

March 26.— Mr Henry J. BailHe, yr. of Tana- 
dale, came forward as candidate for the county 
iA Invemesa in tSbe Oonsenratire interest. 
Tha Liberals resolved not to contest the seat. 
*' Mr Balllie is son of Colonel Hugh BaiUie, 
member fo^ Honiton, and is connected with 
A powerful and wealthv family in this neigh- 
bourhood. Colonel BaiUie is proprietor <^ 
tlie eatates of TarradaliB and Bedcastle, and 
ills brother, James E. Baillie, Esq. of Bristol, 
ia proprietor of Kingussie and Qlenelg, in In- 
vemese-shire. Their nephew, Eyan Baillie, 
Esq. of Dochfour, is also a landed proprietor 
in this county.** The editor adds : '"We hare 
heard nothing of the honourable gentleman 
peraonally except what ia to hia honour.*' On 
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«be 31st inat. Mr BaUlie was duly elected 
witboot oppoeitioQ. 

Ibid.— Aft' Pfttenoxi, Sandaide, wrote tuggecting 
meaiures for extirpating foxes, which were 
nameroos and caused great damage among 
sheep. He said that he had sometimes lost 
two hiiDdred sheep in ooe year from their 
ravages. 

Ibid.— There was a trial of strength between 
Moderates and Noo-Intmsioaists in the Inver- 
ness Town Oooncil in the election of an elder 
to the General Assembly. The Moderates 
triomphed by a majority of 12 to 6. 

Ibid. — ^The Quarterly Journal of Agriculture 
gives an accouDt of a series of improvements in 
the cultivation of waste land carried out by 
lir William Genrie on the farm of Froacj, 
county of SuUierland. The reclamations ex- 
tended to 103i acres, and the expense was 
iB1504. 

April 1. — There is a report of the nomination 
and election of Mr Henry Baillie as member 
for tSie county. The motion was made by 
duny Macpherson, and seconded by Mr Mac- 
allister, Talisker, Skye. There was after- 
wardi a dinner in the Caledonian HoteL 

Ibid.— The funeoul of the late Master of Grant 
and his mother took place on the same day. 
Their remains had been removed to Osstle 
Grant, and were thence conveyed to the family 
burying-ground at Duthil, followed by a great 
gathering of friends and tenantry. 

Ibid.^Tbere was a rumour at this time that the 
Caledonian Canal was to be maide over by Go- 
vernment to a joint-stock company. It was 
reported that terms had been prepared and 
'*duly accepted/' but the editor expressed 
doubts on the subject. 

Ibid. — A branch of ruraP improvement was now 
much canvassed, namely, the drainage d land 
by tiles. It was stated that in the Northern 
ODunties there was ample scope for this im- 
provement. An agent visited the district to 
set forth its advantages. 'In the manufacture 
of tiles the patent machinery introduced by 
the Marquis of Tweeddsle has effected a vast 
change; and though the interest possessed in 
the trade by Lord Tweeddale has been pur- 
chased by a London company, the system is 
pursued with great spirit and success. " 

AiMril a— *<The Duke of Sussex is Eari of Inver- 
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and Lady Obeflia Undcnrood is now 
DndieM of LiTenittt. The Dvke has long 
been married to Lady Odlia, Hmhii^ eontxaiy 
to an eziating statute which pr ey ent s the 
Rojral Family from marrying any persoK hut 
a foreign PHnoe or Princess of a Protestant 
family.** The digni^ was conlerrsd by the 
Qneen by letters patent psssiiil onder the 
Great SeaL The Duchess wss a daoghter of 
the second Earl of Arran. 
Ibid. — ^The fonndation of a new Pariah drarch 
at Broadford, Isle of Sl^e, was laid on the 
31st nit. , with ICasonic honoiffs, by lAr A. D. 
Markinnon, yr. of CSorry. A branch of the 
National Secority Barings Bank and a Benefit 
Society, to secure prorision for old age and 
sidmess, were now established in IhTerness 
The morement was extending to other towns. 

April 15. — A despatch from LieQt.-Oblonel 
Orchard, commanding a detachment of the 
army of Uie Indus, gires an account of the 
storming of the fort of Peshoot Two yoong 
officers from the Highlands distinguished 
themselves, lieutenant William Fraser Tytler, 
son of Sheriff Fraser Tytler, and Lienteoant 
Arbnthnot Dallas, son of Dr Dallas, of Inver- 
ness. The former showed ooospicnoas gal- 
lantry in bringing powder to blow up a gate^ 
and the latter was particolarly active in the 
commissariat department. 

Ibid. — Ifr W. Howard had retired from the re- 
presentation of the connty of Sutherland, and 
Mr David Dondas, of the Inner Temple, was 
elected in his place. Mr Dondas was a 
staunch supporter kA the Whig Government. 

Ibid. — Hon. Colonel Grant of Grant had inti- 
mated his intention of retiring, on account of 
domestic affliction, from the representation of 
the united counties of Elgin and Nairn, and 
Major Oomming Bruce of Dunphail came for- 
ward as the candidate in the Oonservative in- 
terest. He was elected without opposition. 

Ibid. — Mr Hugh Ross, of Cromarty, Provost of 
Tain, resigned office in consequence of the 
election of a non-intrusion Commissioner from 
that town to the G^ieral Assembly. He pub- 
lished a pamphlet giving reasons for his re- 
signation, and discussing the Church question. 

Ibid. — ^There is notice of a book by Miss 
Catherine Sinclair, of Ulbster, giving an 
account of a tour through the Highlaiids in 
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1839. It was a lively, gouiping volame. Tlie 
dUsuse of kelp had produced great misery and 
destitution iu Skye. Miss Sinclair saw many 
of the people wauderiDg along the shore pick- 
ing up shell-fish as their sole means of sub- 
sistence. In the Long Island Colonel Qordon 
of Cluny was about to begin the plan of im- 
proving tlie unenclosed commons on a large 
scale. In every family sons, brothers, or 
cousins were hurrying off to Australia. 

April 22. — There is an article on the conditicm 
of the Highlands. Sir Robert Inglis had 
called attention in tlie House of Commons to 
the extreme distress which, he said, prevailed, 
remarking that in a great part of the country 
the people had taken a pledge of temperance, 
confining themsel*ves to one meal a day. The 
editor said he could hear nothing of this so- 
called pledge, and there was not at tibe 
moment any sudden or unusual crisis of dis- 
tress. The want of employment, however, 
was deeply felt, and emigration on a large 
scale would be a poblio benefit. The kelp 
trade was almost universally abandoned, and 
there were no extensive public works in pro- 
gress. "The populiation has, therefore, far 
outgrown the means of decent subsistence; 
and thousands of our countrymen live con- 
stantly on the very verge of destitution, de- 
pendent solely on the potato crop." The In- 
verness Town Council soon after^wds adopted 
a petition to Parliament declaring that an ex- 
tensive and properly organised system of emi- 
gration was "imperiously called for." 

April 29. — ^A new rector, Mr Gray, had been ap- 
pointed to the Inverness Royal Academy. He 
was previously Professor of Miathematios and 
Natural Philosophy in King's College, Frederic- 
ton, New Brunswick, and on his resignation 
of that post the Council expressed thdr deep 
regret at his departure, and tibeir appreciation 
of his services. The selection of his suooessor 
at King's College was left to Mr Gray, in con- 
Junction with an eminent scientific man in 
this country. 

May 6. — An account is given of an effort to 
introduce the capercailzie on the Breadalbane 
estates. Mr Fowell Buxton had received a 
pair from a friend in Sweden, which he kept 
in Norfolk. They bred, but in the hot 
weather all died exc^t the cock, whiob was 
afterwards accidentally shot. In 1837 Mr 

35 
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FoveQ BmxUm was thooting am tfce 
of BfradaJbanf-*» BKtan, and p to po ae d to kni 
to sake another trial with the capcrcaHiie^ 
''Mr Bsxton le&t his g a mfk^r per all the wmf 
to Sweden on pvrpcse to bring the birds to 
Bcciland; and the same friend who had 
fonaerij assisted snooeeded in procsnng six- 
teen hens and thirteen oocks. Part of them 
died by the waj, but the greater nmnber 
anired safe, and were cooTejed to Tajmooth 
GMtle. Some of the birds were turned oot in 
the aotomn of 1837, and part were kept in a 
hoase. In the jear 1838 a brace onlj were 
reared bj the keeper, bat two fine broods were 
seen in the woods. In the summer of 1838 
sixteen bens were forwarded to Tajoioiith. 
In the spring of 1839, instead of atten^ting 
to rear aoj capercailzie, the Marquis's game- 
keeper placed the eggs laid bj the birds in 
confinement, in the nests of grej hens, who 
brooght them up in a wild state." The ex- 
periment had 8o far answered fairly wdl, but 
the head-keeper did not feel assured of the 
final result. He says that the Marquis of 
Breadalbane had abstained from shooting a 
8ing% ci^rcaiLue, and had even forbidden the 
shooting of any black-g^ame in the neighbour- 
hood of Taymouth, lest a young cap^cailzie 
might be killed by mistake; but others had 
not been so scrupulous. *1 mention this," 
says the keeper, ^because I am convinced that 
these birds cannot generally be established in 
the North of Scotland unless sportsmen will 
unite to preserve them for some years to come, 
and until their numbers are very much in- 
creased." 

Ibid. — ^The Daviot case was discussed at length 
in the Synod of Moray. A motion was unani- 
mously adopted affirming the deliverance of 
the Presbytery of Inverness to refer the case 
to the General Assembly. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness county meeting agreed to 
petition Parliament for on extensive and 
systematic plan of emigration, and gave it as 
their opinion that the surplus, amounting to 
about £11,000, of the fund! collected for the 
relief of destitution in the Highlands in 1836-7 
should be applied in promoting this object. 

Ibid. — ^An antiquarian friend sends a series of 
extracts illustrating the value of rentals in the 
North in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. 
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May 13. — ^The Earl of Aberdeen had introdaoed 
his bill on the Ohurch question in the House 
of Lords. A correspondent in Londbn ex- 
presses the conviction that it would never 
satisfy the non-intrusiotnists. It did not. 

Kay 20. — Tlie West Church, Inverness, was 
* opened for worship on the previous Sunday. 
It was announced that the Rev. Alexander 
Clark would preach there permanently, instead 
of alternating with the other ministers in the 
High and Gaelic Churches. 

May 27. — ^Mr John Fraser, formerly Provost of 
Inverness, was now residing at Sherbrooke, in 
Lower Canada. He took part in a meeting 
which was held with the view of providing 
means for erecting and maintaining a College 
at Kingston. The object apparently was to 
educate young men for the Colonial Church-. 
Mr Eraser's speech is reported at length. 

June 3. — ^^'We have devoted as much space as 
we could spare to an account of the proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly, which at pre- 
sent nearly absorb the attention of the pub- 
lic." The debate was on the case of the 
Strathbogie ministers who had been suspended 
from office by the Commission. 

Ibid. — ^Mr John Grant had entered on the 
tenancy of the Caledonian Hotel in succession 
to the late Mr Wilson, who is described as a 
"paragon of landlords.'* 

June 10. — ^The Daviot case came before the 
Commission of Assembly. The Commission 
ordered the Presbytery of Inverness to cen- 
sure the presentee, Mr Simon Mackintosh, for 
having obtained an interdict from the Civil 
Courts anent the exercise of the veto, and to 
report the case to the August meeting. 

Joine 17. — ^An advertisement dated from Fort- 
William announces that 'Hhe proprietor of 
some farms, now out of lease, on an estate on 
the confines of Argyleshire and Inverness- 
shire, is willing to treat with any gentleman 
desirous of converting about 20,000 imperial 
acres into a deer forest." One of the in- 
ducements held out is that, " by adding three 
or four thousand acres more, these farms 
might be brought almost into contact with an 
<Ad established regular forest, which has been 
for a century or two strictly reserved from 
sheep and cattle, and is at present well 
stocked with deer." Another advertisement 
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offers on lease tlie sheep walk of Qlenquoichy 
bot states that the deer forest of QienloyDe 
is excluded from it. 
Ibid. — The attempt of the youth Oxford to shoot 
the Queen is reported. The outrage called 
forth warm feelings of indignation and loyalty 
throughout the nation. 

June 24. — ^Inxprovements in the town are de- 
scribed, among which is mentioned the renova- 
tion of old buildings. The footpath known 
as the Ladies' Walk had been raised, levelled, 
and embanked. The lower island had been 
dressed up, and rendered more pleasing by 
the removal of whins and the formation of 
walks. The islands are spoken of as 'H^eauti- 
ful but neglected." 

J«ly 1. — There is a long description of "The 
Archimedes Steam Ship," which' introduced 
the screw as a propeller. The vessel was en- 
gaged in an experimental voyage, and paased 
through the Oaledonian Canal. 

Ibid. — ^An abstract is given of a report on the 
Oaledonian Canal by a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons. The Committee re- 
commended that the Treasury should be em- 
powered to grant the Canal on lease to a com- 
pany for a period not exceeding ninety-nine 
years, without any annual return or rent, on 
certain conditions. First, the company was 
to pay the sum of £45,000, to be applied in 
discharging the debt on the canal. Second, 
the works specified in Mr Walker's report for 
improving the canal were to be carried into 
effect by the company. Third, the company 
WES not to be entitled to pay a dividend of 
more than ten per cent, until a reserve fund 
of £50,000 had been set aside ; nor a dividend 
of more than fifteen per cent until the reserve 
fund reached £100,000. Stipulations were 
made as to rates. 

July 8.— 'At a county meeting in Inverness it 
was resolved, under recent Acts of Parlia- 
ment, to establish an efficient force of con- 
stabulary, and to authorise an assessment to 
be levied for the purposes of the Prisons Act. 
The meeting also approved, by a majority, of 
a scheme to carry out *Vi& great coast road to 
Inverness." This^ the report explains, was a 
new line of road from Castle Stewart to 
Nairn. 

Ibid. — ^An entertainment was given to ICr Mac- 
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dooaald, the tenaat of a new hotel, the Unioo 
Hotel in High Street. This building is now 
the Highland; duh. 

Ibid. — ^Tbe Qoyenunent had agreed to increase 
the salaries of Sheriff-Subetittites, according 
to a scale varying from £300 to £600 a year. 

Ibid. — " The following instance of the imperfect 
state of conrnvunication in the North, about 
ninety years since, has been commnnioEited to 
US by a gentleman well versed in local anti- 
quities and general information. When the 
late Principal Jiludeod, of King's College, 
Aberdeen, was desirous of returning with his 
mother and family to the island of Skye, he 
applied for a post-chaise in Aberdeen, but 
found that the only public carriage in the city, 
fit for t^ road, had gone that day to 
Arbroath. There was another vehicle, but it 
wanted a wheel, and the only person in 
Aberdeen that could repair it was laid up 
with drunkenness. The first coup-cart made 
in the North was constructed under the super* 
intendence of the late Mr Welsh of HiUbum, 
of ash grown in the island in the River Ness, 
about the year 1775. This article of daily 
use (formerly aU the carts in the Highlands 
were made of rungs or small sticks, of the 
rudest description) was copied by Mr Welsh 
from a cart used in the transport of prisoners 
from Perthshire to be tried at our Circuit 
Court of Justiciary. The first straight 
furrow in ploughing land in the province of 
Moray was made by the late Mr Thomas Dun- 
can, farmer, in Alvee, about sixty years since. 
The worthy farmer marked out the straight 
lines by means of holes placed, in the field, 
and his neighbours, when they saw these pre- 
parations for ploughing, thought Mr Duncan's 
mind had fairly *gone ajee.' The late mini- 
ster of Dores, the worthy Mr Madullican, 
used to declare that when he went first to 
College at Aberdeen, about eighty years ago, 
there was not a yard of stone dyke on the 
high road from Inverness to Aberdeen, ex- 
cepting a small patch at Gordon Castle." 

Ibid. — The previous week, the workmen who 
were engaged on the new buildings in Far- 
raline PariL (Bell's School) dug up nine entire 
skeletons at a depth of from eighteen to 
twenty-foor inches. Hie bodies did not seem 
to have been regularly interred, and tbey were 
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ynhMj the ttmaim of Men vh» lad fifla 
in t^. 

Ibid —Mr Hjo|^ Ro« <iI Ckvwatty 
iMUMtd to a pofalie dmoer m Tua by 
of the Easter Bmb Famer Societ 
g<iiUcaiciL It is stated tbai Mr'Roairs pro- 
yt^j had not merelj iocreaaed but »ahiplMd 
to Taioe tiooe be came into pnaapaiinii of it; 
uyi his exertiofis, together with Uieir 
stimulatiog effect oo his net^iboon, had oom- 
pletelj altered the face of the ooontiy. The 
special object which the dinner was intended 
to celebrate was the estabUshment bj Ifr 
VUnm at Phippsfield of a maiwifactoiy for 
bricks and drain tiles, which was now fnllj 
in operation. 

Ibid, — ^A quotation from an Ayr newspaper 
itat«s that a Tast and awfnllj increasing 
amotmt of distress existed in the large towns. 
From Ireland and fxom the mannfactnring 
districts of England and Scotland the same 
tale came. It is stated that in the town of 
Paisley no less than 1200 workmen were al- 
most wholly unemployed. 

July 16.— There is a report d the trial of Ox- 
ford for shooting at the Queen. The jury 
found tliat the prisoner was "guilty of dis- 
cbitrging the oocitenta of two pistols at her 
Ifajeity, but whether or not they were loaded 
with ball we cannot decide, he being at that 
time labouring under an unsound state of 
miiui" Tliis (being an uncertain verdict; the 
jury wern sent bock to reconsider it, and re- 
turned witli a verdict of ''guilty, being at the 
tluM insano." The prisoner was accordingly 
ordered to be detained during her Majesty's 
pleasure. 

Ibid. — ^At tlie Inverness Wool Fair the price of 
shorp was good and sales were extensive. The 
donmnd for wool was stagnant. The manu- 
facturing districts were labouring under great 
clt^preiakm, particularly as regards the woollen 
triuli^, which ih<id been affected by the dulness 
of tlvn American markets, the existence of 
hostilities witl) CTIiina, and the comparative 
stngnation of the Ivome demand. Prices are 
quot^nl AS follows: — Cheviot wedders, 24s to 
55s* i^wcM, ISi! to 238; lambs, Ts to Us 6d. 
HUi'kfacrd weddvra, 15s to 228 6d ; ewes, lis 
(o 12s t lambs. 7s to 98 3d. Oroes wedders, 
20s to 23«| ew««, 14s; lambs, 7s 6d to Ss; 



1840] File of Inverness Courier. 279 



Leicester croia lambs, 14s. Blaokfaced wool 
is quoted at 14s, and Cheviot white and half- 
bred, 238 to 26b. It is stated, however, that 
all the piincipal clips in the North remained 
unsold. One gentleman, who sometimes made 
purchases to the amount of £25,000, went 
away without buying a single fleece. Pur- 
chasers had xesolved to take nothing except 
at a reduction of from 20 to 25 per cent on 
the previous year, and as farmers believed 
that the depression was temporary and acci- 
dental, they resolved to hold their fleeces. 

Ibid. — ^The flrst annual meeting of the Osle- 
doniaa Bank was held on the 7th curt. The 
profits of the first year, equal to 6 per cent., 
were carried to reserve. A sum of £100 was 
voted for a piece of plate to Mr Roes, Berbioe, 
for his valuable services as acting manager, 
rendered gratuitously from the (4>ening of 
the Bank. 

Ibid.-^There is notice ol a religious revival in 
Roes-shire, similar to that which had taken 
place the previous year at Kilsyth. Deep 
feelings were manifested at the Communion 
services at Tarbat, conducted in Qaelic by 
the Rev. Mr Macdonald of Ferrintosh. At 
Tain Mr Maodonald preached on Sunday to an 
open-air gathering of not less than five or six 
thousand persons. The people were engaged 
night and day in prayer meetings. 

July 22. -^Provost Cumming reported that the 
Ibvemess jail had been delivered over to the 
County Prison Board on 1st July. The Cleik 
produced inventories of warrants, fumtture, 
and books, which had been transferred along 
with the jail. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the Presbytery of Inver- 
ness, Mr Mackintosh, presentee to Daviot, 
made the declaration enjoined by the General 
Assembly of His regret for having applied for 
an ixiierdiot against seven communicants of 
that parish to prevent their exercising the 
veto. The Vmhyteary were unanimously of 
opinion that Mr Mackintosh's statemmt was 
perfectly satisfactory. 

July 29.— This issue contains a report of a case 
which excited great interest in the Highlands. 
Mbr Donald Home of Langwell, W.S., and Mr 
Hugh Ross of Cromarty, had quarrelled over 
the settlement of accounts. At the time of 
the Highland Society Show io Inverness, in 
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the preTioaa October, Hr Rosi sent & clud- 
leuge to Hr Home, and because the latter 
did not accept, be colled him a covanL This 
occorred in the Caiedoniou Bot«l. Ur Horne 
brought on actioD of diunagsE, offering at the 
tMJtM tinte to iLccept un aptdogy. He said that 
the dispute occurred ix. conaei^oii with profea- 
■ioDol mattan, And he had acted all through 
honourably and ndthiji his rights. It was 
after the queatioa between them had been 
settled that the cliallenge was aeut. Be oouU 
not fight with M[ Boas, nho wai an old man 
of 73, and uucle of hu partner in busineH. 
The iui7 found for pursuer, awarding £S00 as 
damages. 

thid.~The Calodoniaa Canal Bill passed the 
House of Commons. It authorised the Lords 
of the Treasury to grant a lease of the oanal 
rent free, for s period not exceeding 99 yean. 

August 5. — The following parojjTaph ia (quoted 
from the "John O'Qroat Journal" i — "The 
Quebec Packet, CaplAin SMplien, left Cro- 
marty on the evening ol Friday, 17th cnrt., 
with goods iiti passtng^^n. This it the third 
«hip Bent out this year lo British America by 
Uesani Sutherland and Huflennan. We 
nndeiitand Uhut the aggregate number of 
emigranta from the Norih, shipped this aeason 
by vessels chartered by the abore-mentioned 
ag«ats, amounts U> no leas than 403. Of 
these 248 aro from Caithneaa, vie. — Ospray, 
llS; BritUh King, 116; Quebec Packet, 17; 
t«tal, 248." The aame issue gives an account 
of a scheme for emigration to Central America. 

Itnd. — Tlie estalefi of Dlengarry and Inverlochy 
are advertised for sale. 

Ibid. — A mtetiog of subscribers to the fand for 
the relief of the destitute in the Highlands 
and IslarKlfl was held in Edinburgh on Che pre- 
vious Friday. The secretary, Mr Craigie. re- 
ported that the funds in hank omaonted lo 
£3200, of which som £1300 belonged to the 
Ltntdon Committee, transmitted lo the Edin- 
burgh Committee on the eTpresa nodetrtSBd- 
ing that it was to he applied in aid of destitu- 
tion. After deducting this sum and imple- 
menting obligations, the Edinburgh Oimmit- 
tee had £1700 at the di«po»aJ of mrbecribers. 
The Secretary had rea*>ft to believe that £4000 
was at the command of Hhe Olaagow Commit- 
tee, who thought that the fund should not be 
diverted from it* original purpo«e. Various 
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propoaalfl were submitted for the diipoeal of 
the Edinburgh funds, but in the end the meet- 
ing unanimouflly adopted a motion submitted 
by Mr Kackencie of Applecroes, resolving to 
act in concert with the Glasgow and London 
Committees, either for relieving destitution or 
promoting emigration. In course of the dis- 
cussion, it was stated that distress continued 
to prevail owing to a partial failure of the 
potato crop, and the want of fuel. In conse- 
quence of wet weather, not a single peat had 
yet been got in. 

Afogatt 12.--^This issue gives an account of the 
attempt made by Prince Louis Napoleon to 
raise a rebellion at Boulogne. 

Ibid. — ^An American clergyman, the Rev. A. G. 
Fraser, of New Yoik, had raised a claim to 
the title and estates of Lovat. The para- 
graph states that he claimed to be desoecided 
from John, a younger brother of Lord Simon 
of the '45, but the particulars are confused. 
The famous incident of the stabbing of the 
piper (probably apocryphal in any case) is 
attributed to John. The question, however, 
had been brought before the Court of Session, 
and a Commission was sitting at Inverness 
taking the evidence of aged persons and of 
such documents as might exist. 

Ibid.— A vessel called the Nith was taking out 
emigrants from the Western Highlands to 
Prince Edward Island. At Uig 400 passen- 
gers went on board, and at Tobennory 150. 
The vessel proceeded to StafiEa and lona, and 
was going thence to the Isle of Kan. 

Ibid. — At a county meeting in Inverness a 
B(Aieme was adopted for the establishment of a 
force of constabulary. There were to be four 
district and fifteen ordinary constables, with 
three '^superior officers" and one superintend- 
ent. The total cost of the force was esti- 
mated at £775 a year. The pay of ordinary 
consUbles was to be from £30 to £40. The 
county at the time was over-run by va^grants. 

August 19. — 'The demand for shootings has this 
year been greater than usual, and rents have 
risen largely. Many gentlemen have returned 
South after traveling over the whole of the 
North in search of sb(M>ting quarters, without 
being able to obtain a nook or a cranny. One 
sportsman, a baronet, has been forced to locate 
himself at the foot of a high hill, over which 
he and his friends have to travel ere they 
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reach their moor, makiDg a daily joamej of 
eight dreary miles." Among the sportsmen 
v^vose names are mentioned are the ICarqnis of 
Douro at Achnacany ; Lord Ward at Qlen- 
gsirry; Lord Macdvrnakl and Captain Tumor 
at Oastld Leod ; Lord Selkirk at Upper Marar ; 
Lord Lauderdale at Lochbroom; Mr St 
George Qore at Qairloch; Captain Inge at 
Applecross; Mr Horatio Ross at Craig- 
darroch; and the Messrs Gladstone at Achna- 
•heeiL Sport, however, had not been so good 
as was expected. 

Ibid. — There is a report of the proceedings at 
the Commission of Assembly, at which it was 
reBohred to libel the seven Strathbogie mini- 
sters. The Commission also (as reported in 
the next issue) resolved to frame a libel 
against Mr Edwards, presentee to the parish 
of Mamoctk. They accepted the submission of 
the presentee to the parish of Daviot. 

Anguet 26. — ^The death is announced of Mr 
Bickman, Second Clerk of the House of Com- 
mons. *'Mr Rickman was for nearly thirty 
years Secretary to the Parliamentary Bottrds 
of Commissioners for Highland Roads 
and Bridges, and of the Caledonian 
Canal, in which situations he always 
evinced a strong and enthusiastic in- 
terest in the improvement of the Highlands. 
He hsid made himself familiar with all our 
roads and bridges, our bays and harbours; 
and wrote upon the subject with the force and 
fluency of a man who puta his heart into his 
words.*' 

Ibid. — ^"We saw lately a fine gold ring contain- 
ing a miniature portrait of Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart, taken in 1744. The ring, as 
we were told, belonged to the Loidi Mrc- 
donald of that day [Sir Alexander Mac- 
donald], to whom it wsa presented by the 
Prince. It came into the hands of a sister of 
Lord Maodonald, resident in Moscow, and by 
bar was presented to Mr Smith, merchant in 
Mioacow, who, after a long residence in Rus- 
sia, returned to his native district of €UIlo- 
way, where he died. The ring is at present 
in the possession of Mr Nicholson, bookseller, 
Kirkcudbright. It is of French workman- 
ship, and the portrait is beautifully executed 
in enamel." 

Ibid.^There it aa account of a religious awaken- 
ing at Alness, oorresponding to yAmi had oc- 
ciured elsewhere in Roes-shire. The Rev. 
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Joiha liacdonald of Ferintosh was the preacher. 
Prayer meetiugs had been previaasly estab- 
lished by the parish minister, Rev. Hr Flyter. 

Ibid. — On the 15th inst. the foundation-stone of 
the Scott Monument was laid in Edinburgh. 

September 2. — ^Mr Duncan's picture of Prince 
Charles Edward and tlie Higfhlanders ent^ng 
Edinburgh after the battle of Prestoopans is 
made the text for an article over two columns 
in length. 

September 9. — An account is given of the im- 
provement effected by Sir Francis Mackenzie 
in the growth of dififefent descriptions of 
grain on his estate of Oonan. New seeds 
reared with success in the South were 
generally imported by Sir Francis, and the re- 
sults carefully noted. Reclamations and im- 
provements had also been going on in the 
valley of the Conon. Sir Qeorge Mackenzie 
was engaged in an attempt to alter the course 
of pairt of tAie river, by raising a huge em- 
bankment and cutting a new course f(M: the 
stream. His object was to save the fields 
from occasional inundation, and to add a tract 
of good land to the estate. Mr Fowler of 
Raddery was also engaged in embanking and 
improving; "and next year there will be 
several fields won from the waste to greet the 
eye of those who travd by the new bridge to 
Contin and Strathpeffer." 

Ibid. — ^There is an account of the death of 
Thomas Simpson, the Arctic explorer, who 
died, it was alleged, by his owo hand, after 
shooting one of his companions in a camp four 
days' journey from Fort Garry. He was only 
thirty-two years of age, a man of robust con- 
stitution, ajid naturally oi amiable disposition. 
His brother, Alexander Simpson, afterwards 
published a biography (Richard Bentley, 1845), 
in which he maintained that Simpson had 
been murdered by his companions, who were 
half-breeds. 

Ibkl. — ^It is mentioned that five editions of 
Thomas Campbell's poetical works had been 
poblished wiUiin the last five years, ranging 
in price from half-a-crown to a sovereign. 
The popularity of his works at the time was 
very great. 

September 16.-^The Presbytery of Inverness 
met again to consider the Daviot case, from 
80 to 100 parishioners from Daviot being pre- 
sent. The Moderator explained the Veto Act 



'284 Inverness Courier Index, [1840 

at great length in Gaelic. 'It having been 
asked of the parishioners present if they nnder- 
atood what had been said to tbem, their 
answer, as translated to as, was that they 
understood it all before they came there, and 
that they had only come in obedience to the 
request of tlie Presbytery. Nothing further 
wan done, and there was no other business be- 
fore the meeting.'' 

Ibid. — Mr Maitlaxtd Makgill Orichton ad- 
dreHsed an anti-patronage meeting in Inrer- 
iiess. Itev. Mr Clark was in the chair. 

September 23. — On the 9th inst. a whale was 
captured off the quicksands, in the Dornoch 
Firth, on tlie Tain side. The whale was 75 
feet 4 inches in length, and its girth round 
the thickest part was 36 feet. The monster 
was *'in the throes of death" when tak^i by 
iishermen. 

Ibid. — ^At a meeting in Nairn it was resolved to 
establi^ a Savings Bank for the benefit of 
the town and county. 

•September 3. — Extnicts are given from the pro- 
ceedings of the British Association in Glas- 
gow, bearing testimony to the value ol Hugh 
MillieT*s researches in the Old Red Sandstone, 
and to the outstanding merits of his papers 
on the subject, as published in the ''Witness." 
The chief sp>eakeT8 were Mr Murchison (Su: 
lioderick) and Dr Buckland. Agassis, who 
was present, proposed to name one of tibe 
NpecimenH of fossil fish Dipttrus Milleri. 
It was iUso stated that Lady Gordon Gum- 
ming htul come forward as a distinguished and 
successful investigator in geology. 

Ibid. — Tlieie is a notice of the work of the Inver- 
ness Dispcnsitry. It had been in existence for 
eight yoars. — Tlie painting of the Holy Family 
(nttributoii to Sasso Ferrato), which was hung 
in tho Royal Academy, was suffering from the 
attiioks of an insect. "Fortunately the cir- 
cuinstnnoe has been discovered in time, before 
tlit^ insect had bored to any great depth, and 
i\u) picture is now in the hands of Mr 
Ma(inni>8. artist, whose taste is well known, 
ami wlio will effectually protect this work of 
art from any further dilapidation." The pic- 
ture ii now m the Town HaH. 

Ibid. — A Ross-shire county meeting discussed 
the expediency of appointing a oonstabnlary 
foix^\ The aimual cost was estimated at 
£719. It was resolved to circulate the report 
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of the Committee, and to delay cousideTatioii 
of it for a year. 

October 7.— Wilsxyn, a famous Scottish vocalist, 
gave three musical entertaioments m lovemest 
the previous week. They are spoken of in 
terms of great appreciation. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting was well attended. 
There were horse races on both days at the 
Longman. Friday was always reckooeti 
the principal day cdf the Meeting, and o«^ this 
occasion 160 dinedl and about 300 attended the 
ball and supper. Presents of game and fruit 
were sent to the Meeting from different 
quarters. Lord Lovot presented a fine stag 
and forty hares and rabbits. 

Ibid. — The Presbytery of Inverness met on the 
30th ult. to moderate in a call to the Rev. 
Simon Mackintosh to the parish of Daviot. 
The call was signed by six heritors, by tiboree 
oomnnunicants out of ten, and by 58 male heads 
of families — total, 67. Dissents were tendered 
by seven communicants, and a petition was 
presented a^nst the settlement of the pre- 
sentee, purporting to be signed by 194 
parishioners, including 119 heads of families. 
The Presbytery adjourned consideration of the 
case. 

Ibid.^iMisunhal Maodonald, Duke of Tarentum, 
died at his Chateau oi Oouroelles, aged 75. 

October 14. — ^A paragraph records tlM death of 
an old woman, Mrs Batohen, Elgin, who was 
supposed to be 109 years of age. The actual 
dato of her birtib, however, had not been dis- 
covered. "It is said that she was in the ser- 
vice of Mrs Anderson of Arradowal (commonly 
called Lady Arradowal) at the time that lady 
entertained Prince Charles Edward on his 
passing through Elgin previous to the 
disastrous battle of Culloden, and that she 
gave out the 'best Holland sheets the house 
could afford' for tbe bed which the Prince was 
to occupy." 

Ibid.— There is a report of the address dielivered 
by Professor Agassiz at the meeting of the 
British Association, showing that glaziers 
formeriy existed in the Highlands of Scotland. 

Ibid.— A boat from Hopeman was upset by a 
squall in the Firth, and five of its crew of six 
were drowned. 

October 21. — ^Interest was created by the dis- 
covery of iron and lead! ore on the Duke of 
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Richmond's estate, near Tomintoul. The 
Doke was axudous to have both veins worked. 

Ibid. — A case of wihat wa« believed to be murder 
had occurred m the parish of Ejiockando. A 
fanner named Alexander TuUoch had been 
found dlead, beaHng marks of violence. The 
culprit was supposed to be the man's son-in- 
law, Peter Qmieron, who managed, after he 
was arrested, to escape from the constables who 
had him in charge. A reward of £20 was 
offered for his appirelhiension. 

Ibid. — The Inverness Farmers' Society held a 
successful fiibow of stock. At the dinner the 
best mode of cultivating turnips was discussed. 
The chief speakers were Mr Brown of Link- 
wood, Mr Geddee, Orbliston, <uid Sir Francis 
Mackenzie of Gairloch. 

Ibid. — ^The Rev. Robert Williamson, parish 
minister of Croick, had accepted a call some 
time before to the Scottish Church of Picton, 
Nova Scotia. There is in this number a notice 
of his induction to his new charge. A num- 
ber of Mr Williamson's former congregation, 
and others from the parishes of Croick and 
Assynt, engaged to accompany him to Nova 
Scotia. "He made the most judicious arrange- 
ments for their comfort and accommodation 
abroad, anx) procured a handsome sum to en- 
able the humbler amongst them to emigrate. 
He got a vessel to come to Lochinver for them 
-^the Deveron, Captain Maclean — which made 
the passage in 27 days to Pictou. Mr Wil- 
liamson had every intention of accompanying 
his little Highland colony, but the state of his 
amiable lady's Ibealth detained him a few weeks 
later, when he went by the British King, aind 
had a most tedious voyage, a fever having 
broken out on board, which carried off several 
of the passengers. On Mir andl Mrs William- 
boid's arrival at Pictou, the passengers by the 
Deveron waited on their minister, to express 
to him their deep sense of the unremitting 
kindibess of the captain, and no less that of the 
owner, Mr Watson, wlho made the voyage 
along with them. These poor, grateful High- 
landers were clubbing their spare pence to pur- 
chase a silver snuff-box for Captain Maclean." 

Ibid. — ^The amount of assessment in Inverness for 
the poor was £1600, but this was calculated 
for about five hundred! poor, and to cover pre- 
liminary expenses. After investigation, only 
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three hundred legal poor were plaoed on the 
roU. The permaoent aAaeseinent was expected 
to be about £1000, at the fate of lest than Is 
per pound on occupancy and kn than 4d on 
property. The population of town and parish 
was about 16,000. 

October 28.— The death of Lord H<^land is an 
nounced. "He was one of the steadiest and 
noblest landmarks of the Whig party.'* 

Ibid. — ^The Glengarry estates were exposed for 
sale in Edinburgh on the SOth inst. '*The 
estate of Qlengairy was put op at £88,000, 
and after many offers was sold to Lord Ward 
at £91,000. The estate of Inverlochy Castle 
was exposed to sale at £68,000, and after a 
keen competition was knocked down to an 
English gentleman for £75,150." The Utter 
purchaser was afterwards stated to be the 
Hon. Mr Scarlett, son of Lord Abinger. 

Ibid. — A work issued on. National Instruction 
showed that the average income of parochial 
teachers, from salaries, fees, and other emolu- 
ments, amounted to £47 5s ll}d per annum, 
or abo^t 18s 2^d per week. Adding house and 
garden, their emoktments were abooi £1 per 



November 4.— The Earl of Seafield died on the 
26th olt., at the age ol seventy-three. His 
lordship succeeded to the title and estates on 
the death of James, seventh Earl ol Findkiter 
and fourth Earl of SeafieUl. Hie Hon. Colonel 
Francis William Glrant, brother of the de- 
ceased Earl, now succeeded. 

Ibid. — The elections kr the Inverness Town 
Council turned this year on the question of an 
assessment for the poor. The result was com- 
pletely in favour of the "non-assessors," and 
also gave a majority of Whigs to tihe Town 
Council. A large number of the inhabitants 
resisted payment of the assessment. 

Ibid. — A disastrous storm had swept over the 
Shetland Isles, causing great loss of life. The 
number of victims is not precisely stated, but 
many families had been left desolate. 

Ibid — ^A private letter from a young man who 
emigrated in 1838 gives a deplorable account 
of the condition of New South Wales. The 
convict system had corrupted the community. 
"Emigrate,** says the writer, "yoor nadundant 
population must, but let them emigrate to 
shores not the receptacle of the winnowings of 
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the most abandoned and thorcragbly deprared 
of the human family." 

NoYember 11. — ^Attention is directed to the pro- 
greea of geological science, "lir Anderson, of 
this town, has just discorered, ki the sandstone 
qnarry at Castleleathers bom, at the base of 
the Leys, a layer abonnding with the scales 
and portions of fossil fish, some of which most 
bave been of great size.*' It is |)ointed ont 
that the deposit is Met than the coal measures, 
and that it would be imprudent to risk money 
in quest of coal. Mr P. Du£F, Elgin, had been 
publishing a series of papers on the Gteology 
of Moray, in the HSlgio Conrant,* and the 
Morayshire Literary and Scientific Association 
was carrying on its work with vigour and suc- 
cess. The editor suggested the formation of a 
scientific club in Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^At a meeting of Inverness Town Gouncil 
the question arose whether bsilies were en- 
titled to retain office during their term as 
Councillors. Provost Onmroing held that they 
were, and moved the election of one bailie and 
treasurer to fill vacant offices. Mr Macandrew 
held that the umiform practice in Inverness 
was to elect the magistrates annually, and he 
moved that the Council should now proceed 
to elect four magistrates, a dean of guild, and 
treasurer. The amendment was carried by a 
majority of twelve votes to nine, and new 
magistrates were then elected. Provost Cum- 
ming announcedl that he tied now determined 
to resign office, as he had been deprived of the 
co-operation of everyone of the gentlemen who 
were associated with him in the magistracy. 

Ibid. — ^A curious question arose in connection 
with the Nairn election. There were six vacan- 
cies. Four candidates wet« duly elected, but 
other three had an equality of votes. One of the 
three intimated Ibis resignation, but the Pro- 
vost and Town-derk held that this did not en- 
title the remaining two to receive indiuction. 
The only way was to hold a fresh election for 
the two places. This was accordingly done. 

November 8. — A large party of tibe directors and 
shareholders of the Caledonian Bank dined in 
the Qiledonian Hotel, and presented Mr John 
Ross, Berbioe Cottage, with a handsome piece 
of plate "in acknowlod|gment of bis disinter- 
ested and valuable services as manager of the 
Bank at the period of its commencement, and 
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•obseqneiitly aa Chairman of tbe Board of 
Directors.** Colonel Rom of Strathgarre was 
kk the chair. 
Ibid. — ^At a meeting of Dingwail Town Council, 
called for the election of magistrates, Bailie 
Charles Stewart was seizadi with an apopleptic 
fit, and died in half-an-hoor. The business 
was adjoomed. "Mr Stewart was a generous 
and kind-hearted man, much and justly 
esteemed by his fellow-townsmen.'* 

Xorember 25. —On tlbe 21st inst.. Queen Vic- 
toria gave birth to a daughter, the Princess 
Royal, afterwards Empress of Qermany. 

Ibid. — ^This issue gives an account of a drive to 
the Gkngany country. It relates the story of 
Evan M*Phee, who then lived as a "bold out- 
law" in an island in Loch-Quoich. The story 
is preserved in the Highland Notebook. 

December 2. — War had been going on for some 
time with Mahomet AH, the ruler of Egypt, 
who claimed Slyria. With the aid of the 
Britidb fleet, the Egyptian forces were driven 
from Acre, and the town was once more placed 
in possesskm of the Turks. 

Ibid. — The questioo was raised at the Inverness 
Town Council whether the resignation by Mr 
Onmming of the offioe of Provost involved the 
resignation of his seat at the Cooncil. The 
point was referred to the opinion of counsel. 

December 9. — WSth the permission of the 
British (Sovemment, the remains of the 
Emfwror Napoleon were removed from St 
Helena to be deposited in Paris. 

Ibid. — Duncan George Forbes of Cnlloden, great- 
grsndson of tbe President, died at Forres on 
the 28th ult., at tbe age ol 60. His remains 
were removed to Culloden House, and were 
interred on the Gth inst. in the family burying- 
ground in the Chapel-Yard, Inverness. A col- 
lision occuired on the occasion between two 
sections of the tenantry. The Ferintoeh men 
<^med tbe right of carrying the body and 
surroundiqg the hearse in its progress. When 
the procession had gone about half-a-mile, part 
of tbe Culloden people sallied from a wood, 
armed with sticks, and endeavoured to drive 
tbefar exponents from tbe hearse. They suc- 
oeeded in dislodging tbe main body, but a few 
of tbe Ferintosh men held fast by the hearse, 
and did not relinquiA their bold until they 
arrived at tbe burial place. It was feared that 

37 
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the oontett would be repeated io the clnircli- 
yard, but the exertkMis of Ifr John M^ni^f t^^ 
meMenger-at-amiJi, and the •iq)eniiteiident of 
polioe, {cerented rach a deplorable lesiiii. 
The genUemen of the district, and the re- 
fpectable tenants on each side, canied the 
coffin, while the men from the oouu t fy walkad 
beside tiiem. The whole of the sornmndnig 
walls, tombs, and monomente in the chnrdi- 
yard were oovered with q>ectatorSy forming a 
norel and impressiye spectacle." 

Ibid.— 'The Presbytery of Xoyemess had another 
long sederunt on the Daviot case. It was 
nltimatdy resi^Ted to refer it to the Assembly, 
with any further minutes which mi^^t be 
added bdTore the first Taesday o>f March. 

December 16. — The Inyemess High Obnrch was 
re-opened on dimday after undergoing repair. 
The table-seats had been diiplaced to make 
room for pews, by which additional aocom- 
modation was obtained. The church was also 
heated by means of stoves. 

Ibid. — Coonsel intimated their opinion that Ifr 
Oamming, by resigning his office as ProTOst, 
did not resign his office as Coondllor. 

Ibid.— The Highland Society voted their sihrer 
medal to Sir Fhmcis A. Iffiackensie of Qairloch, 
for his report on the comparative values of 
wheat grown on Oman Ifains. 

December 23. — A meeting was h^ in a hall in 
Oastle Street, which was addressed by a 
Chartist speaker from London, Mr Julian 
Harney. Tliere was a charge of twoqpence €or 
adhnission '^ pay expenses." About ninety 
persons were present. The speech was fol- 
lowed by a free discussion, and it was found 
that the large majority of the meeting were 
opposed to tibe views of the speaker. In the 
midst of considerable confusiooi, the poUce- 
offioers entered, and the orderly portion of the 
meeting withdrew. ''We understand that after 
paying the expenses of the room Mr Hamey 
had a balance d Is 6d in his favour. A sub- 
scription was afterwards made by his sispport- 
ers, which amoimted to 2b 6d ; and 3restaday 
Mr JuUm Hamey left town to proceed to 
Forres." 

Ibid.— A series ol articles on "Inverness in tb» 
Olden Time*' begins in this issue. They are 
chiefly drawn inm the burgh records. The 
convivial habits of the city fathers are de- 
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picted. The -writer inferred that a royal birth- 
day meajit the oonaamption of six dosen of 
daret, bat the ProToet and Bailiee shared their 
good cheer with other dignitaries and town 
officials. The amoajst spent for eating and 
dirinking in the early part of the eighteenth 
century is estimated at £50 a year— « very 
considerable smn in those days. In snbse- 
quoit issues there are notes on neigbbouriog 
towns as well as on Inverness. 

December 30. — At a meeting of Invemess Town 
CSooncil, Dr J. I. 'SiccA. was elected a member 
of Council, in place of Kr Rennie, who had 
remgoed. At the same meeting Dr Nicol waa 
elected Provost of the burgh. 

Ibid. — '*0n Wednesday week the estate of Barra, 
in Inverness-shire, was put up to sale in 
Paxton's Exchange Coffee-House, at £36,000; 
and after various biddings was knocked down 
to Obloiiel Q<»don ol Quny for the sum of 
£38,060." 
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No. XVII. 

The year 1841 is important in pNolitical hia- 
tory. The Whim had now been in office for 
ten years, and during the latter part oi the 
period had incurred much opposition on ac- 
count of their Irish policy, which was repre- 
eeitted as subservient to Daniel (yOonndl 
and injurious to Protestant interests. The 
agitation on the Corn Laws had also beffon. 
In txmnection with this subject in the nrst 
part of the session of 1841, Lord John Buasell 
announced that he intended on 31st May to 
move the following resolution: — ''That the 
House should resolve itself into a Coomiittee 
of the whole House to consider the Acts of 
Parliament relating to the trade in com." 
The division, however, took place on a sub- 
sidiary question relating to the sugar duties, 
though the subject mainly discussed was the 
merit of a fixed duty on corn as opposed to a 
sliding scale. Lord John Russell was in 
favour of a fixed duty, Sir Robert Peel of the 
sliding scale. The Government was defeated 
by 86 votes— 317 to 281. They did not, how- 
ever, resign until Sir Robert Peel proposed 
a vote of no confidence, which was carried by 
a majority of one (312 to 311). A dissolu- 
tion of Parliament followed, and Sir Robert 
Peel came into power with a majority of 68. 



From the ** Invemens Courier,* 
1841. 

January 13. — The game of curling promised to 
become naturalised. It was unknown here 
until the late Kr Wilsou, of the Caledonian 
Hotel, introduced curling stones and estab- 
lished the game on Loob-na-SaDais. **ThiB 
year a more solid fouudatian has been laid; 
stones and besoms have been provided in 
numbers, rinks are formed, and a regular dub 
has been constituted." 

Ibid.— The sudden death of the Rev. Ifr Ken- 
nedy, of Killeaman, is announced. He was 
seized with croup in the throat on the pre- 
vious Saturday, and died next day. Ifhr Ken- 
nedy was the father o< the late Dr Kennedy, 
of Dingwall, and a popular and impressive 
preacher. 

Ibid. — ^A marvellous escape is recorded. Ifr 
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Grant of Gknmoriatoa and two friends were 
ddving along the banks of Locib-Xess at a 
steep spot, when the horsee slipped on 
the ice, and dragged the carriage over a rock 
sixtj feet high. The occupants of the ca» 
riage had just time to throw themselyes oat, 
but the coachman went with tbe horses. 
Their fall, however, was bn^en by trees and 
brushwood. The coachman escaped unhurt, 
and the horses were swung up by ropes little 
the worse. The paragraph recalls a similar 
accident which had Ihappened at the same spot 
to the family of Macleod of lladeod a few 
years before. The writer strongly insists on 
the erection of parapets along this line of 
road. 

Ibid. — ^There ii a long review of a romance by 
CSharles Mackay, entitled *liongbeard, Lord 
of London." The review, we believe, was 
written by Angus B. Reach, a young native of 
Inverness, who was afterwards well known as 
a distinguished London journalist. 

January 20. — ^The first annual rqport of the In- 
verness National Security Savings Bank was 
submitted at a meeting on 15th inst. It 
stated that 361 accounts ibad been opened, and 
that the amount in bank at the dose of the 
financial year (30th November) was £1510 
3s 6d. 

Januaiv 27.— There is an interesting artide, en- 
tiUed ''Scenes on the Coasts of Sutherland 
and Ross." The writer gives an ac- 
count of the departure of a party 
of emigrants from Helmsdale at the 
close of a successful fishing season. Half-a- 
dozen Dutch vessels were loading at the quay. 
The party embarking io the emigrant ship 
were from the upland parts of tbe strath. 
Men, women, and children evinced signs of 
grief, the sorrow of the women being knid 
and open. As the vessel moved away, the 
pipes played, '*We return no more.'* An old 
man, a catechist, accompanied the party <m 
board the vessel, and before returning to 
shore he poured forth a long and pathetic 
Gaelic prayer. The writer joined the vessd, 
going with it as far as Tarbat Ness. The 
nigbt closed in dark and stormy, and the ship 
had to lie off Tarbat Point until day broke. 
Most of the passengers had hardly ever seen 
the sea before, and the gale terrified them. 
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Suddenly, a« if by common coosent, they 
raised a Gaelic pwlm tune, which mingled, 
with wild and plaintive effect, with the roar 
of surf and wind. The writer <Msembarked 
in the morning, and the yessel: held on its 
way. 

Ibid. — One of tbe difficoltiee ol the time finds 
expression in a note. In consequence of a 
storm, parcels of newspaper stamps had been 
detained on the road. "We are thus,'* says 
the publisher, ^'compelled to print part of our 
impression this week on unstamped pi^er; 
but the proper affidavit and acknowledgment 
will, of course, be made to the Stamp Office." 

Ibid. — ''On Wednesday last a duel took place in 
Roes-shire between Duncan Dayidsoi, Esq. 
of Tulloch, and Hugh Ross, Esq. ol Giromarty 
and Qlastullich. The quarrel (Mriginated in 
the proceedings of the county meeting, held 
lately at Invergordon, on the subject of tbe 
Prison Board. lir Davidson was CSiairman 
of the meetiog, and Mr Roes conceived that 
he interrupted him improperly in the course 
of the discussion. Under this impression he 
addressed a letter to Mr Davidson of Tulloch, 
which the latter felt to be of a fliature that 
required explanation or apology. A duel waa 
the result. The parties met at two o'ck)ck oo 
Wednesday, near the Kincraig Road, by Bal- 
nagown Castle. Mr Davidson was attended 
by Lord MiEk^donald. %nd Lieutenant Grant, 
commanding the recruiting party m Tain, 
acted as the friend of Mr Ross. Dr W. B. 
Ross, of Tain, was on the ground to officiate 
if medical aid waa required. After the usual 
preliminaries, Mr Davidson fired, as we are 
informed, 'somewhat in the direction* of his 
opponent, and Mr Roes discharged his ^tistol 
in the air. The seconds now intarfered, and 
the principals having shaken hand**, left tihe 
ground." Tulloch aiterwaxdis wrote to say 
that the meeting took place not because 1^ 
Roes declined to apologise to him, but be- 
cause be declined to £4)o]ogise to Mr Ross for 
having interrupted him, "as he [Mr Ross] con- 
ceived, in an abrupt and <uncalled-for manner." 
There was a great deal of discussicm at the 
time on the subject of duelling, arising from 
the case of Lord Oardigan and otiher incidents. 

Ibid. — ^The directors of the Tiin Royal Academy 
make an appeal for Snnds. The institution 
had been worked on rather a lavish scale, but 



1841] File of Inverness Courier, 295 



this was not the chief cause of the financial 
deficiency. A classical master who had proved 
inefficient had been discharged. He carried 
the case to tihe law courts, ultimately to the 
House of Lords. The suit went against him, 
bat the cost to the directors was about £1000. 

February 3. — ^Tbe question of a legal assessment 
for the poor continued to agitate the com- 
munity. It was discussed at a puUic meet- 
ing, and by the Town Council, heritors, and 
kirk-session. The Town Council, by a 
majority of twelve to four, determined against 
a legal assessment; and the same view was 
taken at a meeting of heritors and^ kirk-session 
by a majority of 56 to 36. 

Ibid. — An account is given of the induction of 
Mr Edwards to the parish of ICamocib, one of 
the (historic incidents in the Church contro- 
versy. 

February 10. — It is stated that an EngUsh 
gentleman, Mr Bainbridge, ML P. for Taunton, 
was lessee of the Glengarry shootings previous 
to the purchase of the property by Lord 
Ward; and, annoyed by the Ibes of game, 
this gentleman set about a vigorous system of 
war and extermination against all the vermin 
intruders. He engaged numerous game- 
keepers, paying them liberally, and awuding 
prizes to those who should prove most suc- 
cessfuL The result was the destruction, 
within three years, of above four thousand 
head of vermin, and a proportional increase 
in the stock of game. A full list (A the 
vermin destroyed at Glengarry from Whitsun- 
day 1837 to Whitsunday 1840, is subjoined, 
and may be (]^oted here as stiU interesting : — 

11 FOXM. 

196 Wild cats. 

246 Bisrten cuts. 

106 Pole cati. 

aoi Stots and weasels. 



67 Bsdcers. 

48 Otters. 

78 Houfe cats, going 
wild. 

27 White-tailed sea esgW 

16 Ck>lden eagles. 

18 Oiq;>re]r or 6bhiDg eaglet 

96 Blae hawks or pere- 
grine f ftlcons . 
7 Orange-legiml falcons. 

11 Hohhy hawks. 
876 Kites, commonly 
called salmon-tailed 
ffledes. 
6 Marsh harriers er 
yellow-luggtd hawks. 



63 Gos hawks, 
286 Common busiards. 
371 Rongh-legged bus- 
sards. 
3 L^^Dg hcisstrds. 
462 KesfKl or red hawks. 
78 Msrtin hawks. 
83 Hen barriers or ring- 

UUed hftwks. 
60er falcon toe- 

festhered hawks. 
9 Aah-coloured hawks, 
or lomr bine-tailed da 
1431 Hioded or carrion 

crows 
475 Rayen«. 
35 Homed owls. 
71 Common feni owls. 
3 Golden owls 
8 Msgpipes. 
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Ibid. — A man naioed CSanMrofn, locoted of 
mnrderiiig his {ather-in-la;w at BalHiitoBb, 
had bees apprehended after hiding for monftfae 
in the diatrict. — A man from Locbaber, ooo- 
Ticted of rape, had been aentenced to death. 
The execution waa to hare taken place at In- 
Teroeai, but the lentenoe waa commuted to 
transportation for life. 

Ibid. — ^A note in this issne says that '^e excite- 
ment in this town on the subject of the poor 
laws surpasses anything of the kind witnMed 
here since the passing of the Reform BilL" 
The meetings oo the subject are reported at 
length. We have mentioned the result above. 

February 17. — The expediency of a general and 
extensive system of emigration to relieve the 
destitute poor of the Highlands was brought 
before Parliament by Mr Henry Baillie, M.P. 
for Inverness-shire. In moving for a conunit- 
tee of inquiry, Mr Baillie stat^ that owing to 
the depression of the k^p trade by the reduc- 
tion of the duties on salt, sulphur, sad bar- 
illa, many of the Highland estates were 
ruined, and ihe tenants and occupiers deprived 
of the means of living. He reckoned that 
there were 40,000 persons standing in need 
of assistance, and tliat the expense of removal 
to Canada would be £3 each, consequently a 
grant of £120,000 would be required. The 
leaders of the House and the Opposition (Lord 
John Russell and Sir Robert Peel) held out no 
hope of a money grant, and the motion was 
confined to the appointment of a committee of 
inquiry, which was granted. 

Ibid. — ^An account is given of the surrender of 
Dost Malbomed* to our forces from India. 
Osptain Fraser, 2nd Bengal Oavalry, a iMtither 
of Mr Fraser of OuMnthel, distinguished him- 
self in the operations. 

February 24. — A paragraph menti<MiB that a 
great evil in the emigration from the High- 
lands to Australia was that only young and 
able-bodied persons were conveyed free. The 
consequence was that poor, triplets females 
— sisters, grandmothers, Ac. — were thrown 
upon the parish funds, and the emigration, in- 
stead of lessening, increased the misery of 
many districts in the Highlands. 

Ibid.— -Some reference hsid been made by a con- 
temporary to the relative numbers of strangers 
and natives employed in the construction of 
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th« OeJedoDian OeuuI whilo that great work 
was in proigress. ^'li is a common error," 
says the editor, "that the Highlanders were 
found such bad labourers that it was neces- 
sary to engage Irishmen, by wib«m it is said 
the greater part of the excavations and other 
worlu were made. We have now before us a 
detailed aocoont of the number aod proportion 
of labourers employed on the canal, from which 
it appears that not above 1 in 60 of the whole 
were other than natives of the Highlands." 
This statement is supported by detailed 
figures. The writer adds that the masons 
were chiefly from Morayshire, and the black- 
smiths and carpenters principally from the 
neighbourhood of Inverness, with a few from 
England and! Wales. 

Ibid. — ^The trial of Lord Cardigan on a charge 
of felony for having shot at Captain Tuckett, 
in a duel, "with intent to commit murder," 
took plaoe before the House of Lords. 
Coonsel for the defence tock the technical 
plea tihat Captain Tuckett*s name was not 
properly given in the indictment. The House 
sustained this objection, and Lord Cardigan 
was acquitted. The trial, however, put an 
end to duelling in this country. 

March 3. — ^The Government submitted an Irish 
Registration BUI, which was intended to settle 
a difficult question raised t^e previous session 
by Lord Stanley, and again revived by him. 
On the second reading Ministers had a ma- 
jority of 5 votes — 301 to 296. This saved the 
position for the moment, but it was felt that 
the Government could not carry their bill, 
and that a crisis which had been long 
postponed was close at Ihand. 

March 10. — Provost Nicol submitted to the In- 
verness Town Council a proposal to memori- 
alise the Treasury on behalf of a survey for 
a railway to come to Inverness by the coast 
roQte. The memorial was unanimously ap- 
proved of. 

Ibid. — ^The Parliamentary Committee appointed 
to inquire into the condition <d the population 
of the Highlands had commenced its sittings. 
The remit from the House was to "inquire 
into the practicability of affording relief by 
means of emigration." This, the editor 
tbonght, wa« too restricted. The inquiry 
should have embraced not oulv the subject of 

38 
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eflu|pf«tK«« but tbe iBptoreBent of the cod- 
diikm '4 ihtf per#pb; who wore to reottia at 

M*r*M 17— "In the Rirer GUm, omt Kfl- 
iiyirM.k, ui a noMU pictaresqne uiaiid, on wliitfa 
fyini Lvrat h«ii erected a bandtome hovie, 
tli4 revideoce of tvo getitieiBen, dfccadanU 
of Prince Charles Kdward Stuart, wto wwr 
tiu) HighUnd dref^a, and are animatM with 
true Celtic eothuaiaam. Their ooUeciioo of 
flighUnd antiquitieA riTaU tliat of Captain 
GrrjMr, no hiony/roualy described bj Bums, and 

H/)ti% Qiii a little to tbe interest with which 
their solitary mansion, with its rustic bridge 
and f'lauiing waterfall, in viewed in the midst 
of sf^eneiy the imjst »pleiidkl for rariety, rich- 
ness, and inagniftceiice. " This notice intro- 
duf;es th« Hohieski Htn/irts, whose claim to be 
descendeil frrnn Prinre Charlie was exploded 
by suhs(*quent investigation. A mystery, 
however, still hnngs over their descent and 
(arner. The article gives a description of 
Kilnuii Aigiis. 

Ibid.— "The town of Wick is now lighted with 
gas~-aii invffntion which extetids from one ex- 
tremity of the kingdom to the other." 

Ibid. — All a^xxniut is given of reclamations and 
imprtivements made on the farms of Easter 
and Wester (Jomtown, lioss-shire, bj Mr 
•laineN Urt^. Mr Ure entered on Easter Oom- 
town in 1B2(), iind uddedl Wester Oomtown in 
I8t^6. in tnMirhlng, <iraiii^ing, erecting farm 
uHlcoN, Ijrtiilding dykes, pliuiting hedges, and 
l>rln)(inK in wuMtt^ land, he spent on the first 
farm £'/1610, hihI on the second (where farm 
i>fll(M«N Wore not required), £906. Details of 
t.lMi rx|MMiiio are given imd of the improvements 

March M.- Un-d liovat h4id leased to an English 
ItentJ^mau. Mr Thomas Dodd, n lead mine 
ktnly oponwl in Strnthghi^s. The object of 
Mr iKtdd was to form a company for working 
thd mlno, by raising n capital of £4000 in 
••haros <»l £4 i^ch, 

Ibio.— A woU built barque of 80 tons was 
latHM h(Hl fi^m a building >yard at Jemima ville, 
«Mi Major Munro*N oMtate of Poyntaficldw The 
vmsol waN built of wood grown on Poyntz- 
(laKl i^M-Mto, 

ApHl 7 A f.Mi»y ilro>8 ball. hoW in the 
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Northern Meeting Rooms in connection with 
the Harriers Hunt Qirb, i^pears to have 
excited great local intereet. The rooms were 
gailj decorated with tartans, evergreens, and 
arms. "On the floor might be seen the 
costumes of various countries — the Chinese 
mandarin, Albanian chief, nobles and cour- 
tiers of the olden time, Highland chiefs, 
officers, jockeys, and sailors — ^while grace and< 
beauty were imparted to the scene by ladies 
^n rich and showy dresses, from the style of 
che Princem to that of the German peasant 
and Swiss flower-girl." The dress of Ifiss 
Campbell, Kilravock Castle, was acknowledged 
to be the finest ''It was worn by a royal 
daughter of France in the thirteenth century.*' 
ICr Hay Mackenzie of Oomarty appeared in 
a costume which ihad been actually worn by 
an Albanian chief. 

April 14.— The Presbytery of Inverness had a 
long discussion on the subject of Church 
patronage. Rev. Mr dark, Inverness, moved 
in favour of abolition; Rev. Dr Rose moved 
against taking any steps on the subject. In 
the end, by a majority of four votes, the 
Presbytery resolved to adjourn the dis- 
cussion. 

April 27. —An emigrant ship, the Paci^c. sailed 
from Scrabster Roads the previous week for 
Quebec. No fewer than 190 passengers were 
on board, the great majority from the parish 
of Reay. 

Ibid. — ^A vessel which was named the Rose- 
hangh was launched at Avoch on the 6th inst. 
It was built by a firm named Davidson, chiefly 
from wood om the Rosehangh estate. Lady 
Ann Mackenzie performed the ceremony of 
christening. 

Ibid. — ^A man named Peter Q^meron was tried 
at th« Cirouit Court at Inverness for the 
murder of his father-in-law at Balintomb. 
Knockando. The jury brought in a verdict 
of culpable homicide, apparently on the 
ground that, though the attack was deliber- 
ate, the man only meant to inflict injury, so 
as to put a stop to his father-in-law's second 
marriage, but not to kill. Witnesses also 
stated that Ouneron 'liad not the oommon 
judgment of other men." He was sentenced 
to transportatKA for Hfe. Prisoners wtre in 
those days earned from one place to another 
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bj the ordinary ooacb, which exposed them 
to a great deal of pmbMo cnrioeity. OBuneroD 
bad been brought from Elgin by the Star 
Coach, and his arrival was witnessed by "a 
dense andi violent multitude." 
April 28. — John Shanks, the beadle or cicerone 
of Elgin Oathedral, died oo the 14th inst. in 
the eighty-third year of his age. "His un- 
wearied enthusiasm in clearing away the rub- 
bish which encumbered the area of the 
Cathedral and obscured its architectural 
beauties, may be gathered from the fact that 
he removed, with his pick-axe and shovd, 
2866 barrowfuls of earth, besides disclosing a 
flight of steps that led to the grand gateway 
of the edifice. Tombs and figures, which had 
long lain hid in obscurity, were unearthed 
and every monumental fragment of saints and 
holy men was carefully preserved, and placed 
in some appropriate situation. ... So 
faithfully did he discharge his duty as keeper 
of the ruins, that little now remains but to 
preserve what he accompHiftied.'* 
Ibid. — ^Extracts are given in this and other 
issues from evidence led before the Parlia- 
mentary Oommittee on the subject of EUgh- 
landi emigration. An opinion of some interest 
was given by the Rev. Robert Macpherson, 
one of the ministers of Inverness. He attri- 
buted the diestitation on the West Goast to 
the injudicious means taken to prevent emi- 
gration thirty or thirty-five years before. In 
consequence of the good accounts sent home 
from America by small bodies of people who 
had emigrated previously, there was a very 
general desire on the part of the Western 
Highlanders to try their fortune also in 
America. The landlords, however, were 
alarmed at the prospect of the people going 
away, and the factor for danranald wrote a 
book "deprecating emigration as the greatest 
curse that could befall a countiry." The pre- 
valence of these opinions is borne out by the 
files of early newspapers. 
May 5. — ^The Government was twice defeated in 
Committee on the Irish Registration Bill, and 
abandoned the measure. 
Ibid. — ^The line of road from Castle Stuart to 
the boundary of Nairnshire was in progress, 
and was expected to be finished! by Septem- 
ber. The report of the Parliamentary Com- 
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nuBsion for Highland Roads and Bridges for 
1840 had been issued. It appears from it 
that, owing to the severe snow-storm of that 
year, the Highland road was inopassable for 
the mail coach for six weeks. It was not 
without difficulty that a horse-track, through 
the deep and extensive snow-wreaths, was 
kept open. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the Synod of Iforay, a 
discussion took place on the question whether 
the sevd . suspended ministers of Stratbbogie 
should be enrolled In the end a motion of 
Rev. Ifr Clark, Inverness, for the exclusion 
of the seven members, was carried by 31 votes 
to 8. In the course of some discussion on dis- 
sent, Dr Rose, Drainie, made the following 
declaration: — *'He had no fear of dissenters. 
Dissent was the safety valve of the Estab- 
lished Church. If there were not a powerful 
body of dissenters, the ministers and mem- 
bers of the Established Church would become 
indolent; and on the other hand, were it not 
for the Established Church, dissenters would 
run into wild fanaticism. They were ol 
mutual benefit to eadv other." 

Ibid. — ^The marriage of Lord Bruce, eldest son 
of the Earl of Elgin, with Miss Cumming 
Bruce, only daughter of Major Cumming 
Brace of Dunphail and Kinnaird, came o£f on 
the 22nd cult. The rejoicings on the occasion 
are reported. 

Ibid.^Through the efforts of the Duke of 
RichnK>nd, the town of Fochabers succeeded 
in establishing its claim to a bequest of over 
£20,000 left in America by Mr Alexander 
Milne. The inferior Courts Iiad decided that 
parties in Scotland could not succeed to 
legacies left, under the circumstances in which 
they were in this instance beqiueathed, by a 
citizen of the State of Louisiana. The Dlike 
of RichmoiMl, however, persisted in carrying; 
the case to the Supreme Court, which decided 
in favour of Fochabers and of other legatees 
mentiooed in the wilL 

May 19.— The "Port Philip Gazette," of date 
2nd December 1840, had come to the office, 
containing an account, four columns in length, 
of a fete to which Macdonell of Glengarry was 
entertained at Port Philip on St Andrew's 
Day. The chief, with his family, had arrived 
in good health at '*that distant settlement.'' 
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The oames at the diimer were all Scottirii, 
and grace wu fmid in Qaelic. 

Haj 26.— Tbe great debate in the Houe of 
ComiDoos on the sugar dotica lasted for eigiiil 
dajs. Id the diTisioQ tEoe wia a majority 
of 36 against the Garenuneiit — 317 to 28L 
Sir Robert Peel, in a speech of two boon, 
pledged himself only to one point — the re- 
sistance to a fixed duty oo com. 

Ibid. — On the previous Mondar two new coaches 
were placed r>n the road between Pwih and 
iDTemess. The rivals were ''The Princess 
RoyaF' aud 'The Duke of WeUingtoo,** and 
boch were driven for the day bj amateor 
drivers, one by Mr Davidson of TuUodi and 
the other bv Mr Ramsar of Bamton. Men- 
day being the 24th, was the Queen's biithdlsy, 
and there was bell-ringing and a half-holiday. 
''In the evening the Ab^een mail arnred, 
splendidly decorated with flowers, ever- 
greens, and flags, the coach drawn by six 
horses, with a postillion in fnD diets, the 
guard in his new scarlet coat, and the bogle 
sounding a merry and joyous strain. When 
the coach stopp^ at the Union Hotel, some 
hundreds greeted its arrival with acdama- 
tions. The new rival coaches betwixt Perth 
and Inverness made their debut on the occa- 
sion, and we question if the Highland road 
ever before witnessed such feats of honeman- 
ship. Both seem to have run at the rate of 
about twelve miles an hour. The 'Priooess 
Royal,' dHven (for that day only) by Mr 
Davidson of Tulioch, left Perth at half-past 
five o'clock a.m. , and was rattling through our 
streets at ten minutes before four. The 'Duke 
of WeUlogton' (driven by another amateur, 
Mr Ramsay of Barnton) started from Perth 
at six o'clock the Kame morning, and reached 
Inverness at five minutes past four. In the 
evening the friends of both establishments 
met in the Oaledonian and Union Hotels, and 
respectively quaffed a bumper to their Queen 
and their coach ! Mr Ramsay of Bamton per- 
formed a very generous action. After express- 
ing his interest in the 'Duke' and in the suc- 
cess of the Caledonian Hotel, he presented Mr 
Gmnt with a team of four horses, with har- 
ness, all in prime condition, and ready for the 
field." 

June 2. — The General Assembly was fuUv occu- 
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pied with the OUurch question. The motion 
of Dr Chalmers for the deposition of the seven 
JStrathbogie ministers was carried by a ma- 
jority of 97. Two uon-intrusioiusts, Mr 
Brown, of Dnnfermline, and Mr Clark, iiver- 
ness, disapproved of the motion. The latter 
was in favour of suspension sine die- Mk- 
Edwftrds, the presentee to Mamoch, was de- 
prived of his licence. Tlie Daviot case was 
also before the House, and the Presbytery of 
Inverness was instructed to reject the presen- 
tee. 

Ibid. — On the previous Friday, as some men 
were engaged in the drainage of part of Loch- 
Farraiine, they came upon a quantity of M 
fire-arms — a brass blunderbuss in excellent 
preservation, about twelve muskets, the 
scabbard of a sword, and other articles. There 
was a tradition in the district that a quantity 
of arms had been thrown into the lake in con- 
nection with the ri<<ing of *46, probably after 
Culloden. In the immediate neighbourhood 
of the spot is the house of Gortuieg, where 
Prince Charlie made his first <balt after the 
battle. 

June 9. — The motion of Sir Robert Peel, de- 
claring a wact of confidence in the Govern- 
ment, was carried on the 3rd inst. by a ma- 
jority of one — the numbers being 312 to 311. 

June 16. — ^The second report of the Committee 
on Highland emigration was publi.Mlied. The 
Committee found that an excess of peculation 
existed on the Western Coast of the counties 
of Argyll, Inverness, and Ross, and in the 
inlands ; " aitd this excess of population, who 
are for the most part, for a period of every 
year, in a state of great destitution, was 
variously calculated at from 45,000 to 80,000 
souls." Further, the Committee were in- 
formed "that the famine and destitution in the 
years 1836 and 1837 was so extensive that 
many tliousands would have died of starvation 
had it not been for the assistance which they 
received from Qovemment and the public; 
tibat the sum of £70,000 was coUected, and 
distributed at that period in the shape of food 
and clothing, and all the witnesses were of 
opinion that this district of the country was 
liable to similar visitations in succeeding 
years." The Committee had already reported 
that a well-arranged system of emigration was 
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of primary imp(»lADce; and they now added 
that it seemed to them impoflsible to cany oat 
such a system, on so extensiTe a scale as 
would be necessary, without aid and assistance 
from Government, accompanied by such re- 
gulations as Parliament might innpose to pre- 
vent a recurrence of similar evil^s. 

Ibid.— 'A meeting was (held in the Inverness 
Burgh Oourt-House to express sympathy with 
the seven Strathbogie ministers, and disap- 
probation of the course adopted by the Qeneral 
Assembly. "Though not numerous, the meet- 
ing was highly respectable, and all appeared 
zealous in the cause." Provost Nicol waa in 
the chair. The meeting caused some local con- 
troversy. 

Ibid. — ^It was now known that a dissolution of 
Parliament was in prospect, and political ad- 
dresses began to appear. In several iKnthem 
constituencies it was understood tihat there was 
to be no contest. 

Ibid. — Sir Francis Mackenzie of Gairloch had 
succeeded in hatching salmon fry, with which 
he intended to stock the river Ewe. The ex- 
periment WU8 regarded as specially interesting, 
as the possibility of propagating salmon had 
been denied. 

June 23. — Highlanders in LondoA were greatly 
interested in a shinty match organised by the 
conmiittee of a body which called itself " The 
Society of True ffighlanders." The match 
took place in Copenhagen Fieldb, ^'an extent 
of rich meadow land lying on the outskirts of 
Islington." There was much enthusiasm and 
keenly contested games. It is said that before 
the gathering half the glens of Lochaber had 
been ransacked for i^hinty clubs. In the even- 
ing there was a dinner, at which Mr Forbes 
Macneil presided, and many northern gentle- 
men were present. The Chairman was sup- 
ported on the right by Commodore Sir Charles 
Napier, who was fresh from the laurels he 
hud won on the Syrian Coast in the war with 
Mehemet Ali. 

Ibid.— On the previous Thursday morning the 
North Star steamer, on its passage from 
London to Inverness, struck on a rock near 
Johnshaven. Tlie hour was about half-past 
one, and there was a very thick fog. About 
seventy passengers were on board in their 
sleeping berths. They were all got safely 



1841] FUe of Incentess CourUr, rW5 



Mhore in boaU. Th« greater part of the 
oango waa much damaged. The Teasel waa 
tweotj-fi^e milea oat of her course. 

IbkL— The oensos waa taken this year. The 
poiralation of tihe parish and burgh of Inver- 
nesa was 15,306, an increase of 984 in ten 
years. Within the royalty the popolation 
waa 9057, and within the Parliamentary bnrgh 
11,575. 

Ibid. — ^The Oastle Oommisaioners had resolved 
to endoae and dresa op the southern extremity 
of the Oistle Hill, which had been for some 
yean in a most unsightly and irregular con- 
dition. — ^A prospectus waa issued for provid- 
ing new publio marketa for Inverness by 
means of a joint-stock compaoy. The site 
fixed upon was the space behind St Jobn's 
Episcopal Church. 

June 30. — ^TTiere is an account of the public 
dinner given to Charles Dickens in Edinburgh. 
The entertainment came off in the Waterloo 
Rooms, tidketa a guinea each. The place waa 
seated for 250, and there was double the num- 
ber of applications. When Dickens rose to 
reply he is described as making rather a 
singulsr appearance. "It was a mixture of 
pride struggling with badblulness, effeminacy 
with natural, manly feeliug, dandyism with 
simplicity. He is very young looking, of a 
slender frame, and his pale, oval face is en- 
cased in a mass of dark-brown hair, worn in 
the most approved dandy style, as if his 
features were set in a frame. His style of 
speaking was Cockney ish, quick, and unora- 
torical, but his Uuiguage fresh and aparkling.'* 

Ibid.— The day after the Dickens banquet, Mac- 
aulay addressed the electors of Edinburgh in 
the same place. The correspondent write*— 
''In the general press and squeeze I got 
jammed in by the side of Professor Wilson, 
w4io, albeit no Whig, was drawn by admira- 
tion of talent to the meeting. He listened 
with great attention, without joining in the 
cheers or hisses, but I noticed that, when the 
C^iairman called for a show of hands, as to Mr 
ICaoauky being a fit and proper person to re- 
present the city, the 'old man eloquent' raised 
his manly arm in testimony of his acquiescence. 
Mr Macaulay is a pUin, decent-looking, stout, 
little man. something like a respectable shop- 
keeper, with a strong daM^ of the West High. 

39 
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gkOMMA old aokfier. the Isle Sir Hector 
pfaufUd ibe wvMds wludi mam cMkt the 
roBeatie ho^iU that font the 
of the dtifent of Kow. B ie freai 
woode the aMteriele of tike Aaae hew 
lelected. She ie ebo«t 120 tow regieter, aad 
is the propeitj of Ciiitein Hell, hf whoai 
the wee hoilt. Hat i|iirited iadiridBel he» 
aXnmdj biiUt eerenl other Tceede ai Bdle- 
port, eone d than of much lergcr 
then the Anne." 

July 7.— The Oenenl Ekctioo wie 
on. For the IsTemeee Biirgbe Mr 
wee ratomed without a contcat. He 
nominated on the bnetinge hj Phif o e i 
and aeconded bj Mr Jamee Sauth, architect. 
For the countj Mr Henrj J. BaOfie waa abo 
returned onoppoeed. He waa nomfriatud by 
Mr Maddntoeh of Qeddee, and eecmided by 
Oaptain MacpberMm, BiallkL In the Elgin 
Burghs there waa a contest bcl n e e n Sir 
Andrew Leith Hay, libenl, and Mr Dof , 
CoDserratiTe. The Liberal was returned by a 
majority oi 14 Totes (311 to 297.) An ineideDt 
of the election was the presence of a Chartist 
orator, who had a platform to himself, and de- 
liTered a long tirade against both Wings and 
Tories. 

Ibid. — ^At a meeting of the Presbytery of In- 
▼emess, the sentence of the General Assembly 
in the Daviot case was submitted, rejecting 
the presentee, Mr Simon Mackintosh, and 
directing this to be intimated to the patron 
(the Cirown.) Tlie Prert>ytery resolved to 
comply with tlie injunction. Rev. Dr Rose, 
Inverness, moved, and Rev. Mr Fraser, Doma, 
seconded, a motion declaring that "in making 
this intimatioo to the Orown, in obedience to 
the General Assembly, the Presbytery state 
that they are perfectly aware that they are 
in vioiHfion of statute law as declared by the 
Ccurt of Session and the House of Lords, and 
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that if the patron or preteotee may choote 
io this case to assert their nndoobted rights, 
the Presbytery will have the alternative of 
being deposed or subjected to an action of 
damages and imprisoDmeDt. The Presbytery 
therefore respectfoUy bat earnestly submit to 
the Crown, and through it to the Legislature, 
whether this be a situation in which any loyal 
and obedient subject should be placed or suf- 
fered to remain for a single day." It was 
moved by Rev. Mr Fn^, Kirkhill, and 
seconded by Rev. Kr Sutherland, that this 
statement be not transmitted. The motion 
not to transmit was carried by five votes to 
four. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that on the 5th inst. a pen- 
sioner named Donald Ross died at Culndn, 
in the parish of Kincardine, Roes-shire, intlie 
107th year of his age. ''This hoary veteran 
formed a connecting link betwixt this and a 
period now scarcely recollected but as a mat- 
ter of history. He entered the British army 
as a private, in the 21st or Royal North 
British Regiment of Fusiliers, during the 
reign of George the Second, and having re- 
ceived a wound was discharged, in the rank 
of corporal, in the year 1786, with a pension 
of Is Ijd per diem, which he enjoyed for the 
space of fifty-five years, having thus received 
altogether about £1200. His wife was the 
daughter of [one who was the] the town 
drummer of Tain, about a century ago, and 
still survives, an aged woman of about 
eighty." 

Ibid. — ^ifr tJames Smith, A.M., schoolmaster at 
Ardersier, died on the 13th ult. He was a 
teacher for 65 years, and was distinguished 
by his classical attainments and success in his 
work. — ^The death is also announced of the 
Rev. James Mein, pastor of the United Se- 
cession Church at Nairn. 

July 14. — ^There was a contest in the counties 
of Elgin and Nairn between liEijor Cumming 
Bruce, Conservative, and General Duff, Liberal. 
Major Cumming Bruce was elected by a ma- 
jority of 199. The contest in the Northern 
Burghs was between Mr James Loch, Liberal, 
and Mr Denvpster of Skibo, Conservative, and 
Mr Loch was elected by a majority of 81. 
The following candidates were elected without 
opposition : — ^Mr Mackenzie of Applecros* for 
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Bo«8-fthire (Cooftervative) ; Mr Dundas for 
SuUierlaaxl (liberal) ; and Mr TraUl for Gaith- 
nest (Liberal). 

Ibid.— Two meetings were held in Inyerneaa on 
the Church question. One was a conntj meet- 
ing, which, by a majority of 29 to 11, ex- 
pressed sympathy with the Stzatbbogie mini- 
sters, and condemned the proceedings of the 
General Assembly. The other was a public 
meetiDg held in the East Church, which 
adopted a series of resolutions approving of 
the action of the Assembly in maintaining the 
principles of non-intrusion and spiritual in- 
dependence. 

Ibid. — The Iiiyerness Sheep and Wool Fair was 
held the previous week. A murrain prevailed 
among the flocks in the South, and the market 
was anticipated with some apprehension. The 
results, however, proved satisfactory, though 
some large lots remained unsold. Prices were 
quoted as follows: — Cheviot wedders, 83s to 
508 ; ewes, 13s to 228 ; lambs, Ss to 12s ; 
blackfaced wedders, 16s to 22s; ewes, 9s to 
lis; lambs. 68 to 88. Cheviot wool, 158 to 
16s 9d per stone ; blackfaced do., 6s to 7s 6d. 

July 21.— The Right Hon. J. A. Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of Seaforth had been obliged, on 
account of his health, to retire from the office 
of Governor of Ceylon. Before his departure 
from the Colony he was entertained to a public 
dinner at Colombo, at which his services were 
warmly commended. 

July 28. — The General Elect-ion was now over, 
and the Conservative majority in England far 
exceeded expectations. In Scotland, however, 
the Liberals had still the preponderance, 31 
to 22. There had been gains and losses on 
this side the Tweed, the net Conservative gain 
being three. 

Ibid.— The report of the Commissioners of the 
Caledonian Canal stated that they had been 
unable to e£fect a transfer qd the terms sug- 
gested by the Select Committee. The winter 
of 1840-1 had been one of great severity and 
unusual fluctuation. **In the early part of De- 
cember excessive rains prevailed, and Loch- 
Lochy rose for a short time above tbe ma^E 
which admits a passage at the Gairlochy lock, 
a state of circumstances always giving cause 
for much anxiety. Intense frosts succeeded, 
which hiterrupted the navigation for about a 
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week at the end of the month, and again from 
IflM 6di to the 30th of Janiiajj." 

Ibid.— A public dinner was giren at Forrea to 
the defeated liberal candidate, Qeneral Sir 
Alexander Duff. A similar compliment waa 
paid at Dingwall to the member for the 
Northern Burghs, lik> Ix)ch. 

August 4. — ^A great improvement was this year 
effected in Damawaj forest, in the neighbour- 
hood of the river Findhoru. About seventeen 
miles of walks had been constructed under 
the superintendence of the Hon. J. Stuart. 
One series of these walks led to the hero nr y. 
The nests of the herons were built on the 
branches of some old oak trees, overhanging 
the sti'eom. '^As many as forty nesta are on 
one tree, and tliere are from two to three 
hundred birds. The number of herons is on 
the increase, probably because the noble pro- 
prietor is anxious to protect the once royal 
birds, and because the river and adjoining 
firth afford abundance of small trout and fry 
on which they feed. On the opposite side of 
the Findbom is a steep, precipitous bank of 
light sandstone, with numerous holes and 
fissures, in which seme scores of jaduiaws 
have taken up their abode. These light in- 
fantry sometimes make war on the stately 
ranks of the herons, occasioning a din and 
turmoil that resound through tlie forest like 
a war of artillery, and we suppose they some- 
times find tftteir way into the capacious tree- 
rocked nests and steal the eggs.'* The 
heronry does not now survive, the herons about 
forty years ago having deserted the spot. The 
new walks above described gave access to a 
rude hut, which had been formerly used by 
the Sobieski Stuarts as an occasional place 
of refuge when out shooting. ''The spot, 
tliough now Uid open, was almost Inacoeamble, 
and completely unknown w'hile tenanted by its 
romantic inmates." 

Ibid. — ^In a jury trial, before the Lord-J«8tice 
Olerk, Mr Murdo Mackenzie ol Dundonnell 
proved his right to the salmon fishing in ^e 
Bay of Gruinard. 

Ibid.— The voluntary cootributions for the relief 
of the poor in the parish of Inverness 
amounted only to about one-third of the sum 
required. At a statutory meeting held in the 
Gaelic Chnrrh, it wnn resolved that Hie friends 
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at the ToliuitAry prnidpk shovld ose tiieir 
dlbrto to niie a rafBdeni fund lor the tmp- 
port of the poor for the eofoiiig six BMinthi 

Ibid,— Mr Dempster of Skibo wm entertained 
to a public dinner at Tkin, alter hit defeat as 
a candidate for the repreeentatioo of the 
Nortbcm Bnrgbs. **A» Tain enjojs the dis- 
tinction ol being the only one of the six in 
wliich the hon. gentleman was not in a 
minority, it wss appropriately chosen as the 
theatre of this demonstraiioiL'* 

August 11. — ^The editor paid a visit to Strath- 
err ick, and describes the lowering of the 
waters of liOch-Oarth and Loch-Farraline, for 
the purpose of reclaiming swampy ground. It 
was in course of these operations that a bundle 
<if fire-arms was found on the edge of Loch- 
Farraline. The itory as now told is that tiie 
family nurse, after the battle of Culloden, car- 
ried all the guns in the house to the lake, and 
committed tbem to its safe keeping. "She 
had chai'ge of tlie house in the absence of 
tb«i family, and wlieo the tide had turned 
againit tlie young Chevalier, why should she 
expose the family to suspicion and danger by 
thsis relics of the fatal struggle? About a 
doaen guns, a sword, and some other weapons 
wars thrown into the lake; and there they 
remained until the present summer. We saw 
two of the muskets in the house of Mr Fraser, 
Abersky ; the wood is much decayed and gone, 
but thi* guus still preserve their 8hi49e— like 
votorani onco bright and powerful, but rusted 
bv years of inglorious retirement." 

Ibid. — Reports from t/he moors were favourable, 
and it is reporttK) that hundreds of sportsmen 
ware waiting for the Twelfth of August. The 
rrnt of shootings had advanced. "One moor 
in this neighbourhood, for example, which last 
year let for £100, has this year brought £150, 
oikI numerous applications have been made 
too late.** 

August 18. — There is a report of a dinner given 
to Mr Henry J. Baillie on his return as mem- 
ber for the county of Inverness. The Hon. W. 
Fmser ol Saltoun was in Uie chair. 

Ibid.— There is a notice of Hugh Miller*s work, 
*'The Old Red Sandstone." The reviewer feels 
confident that the work is not ephemeral, and 
that its popularity will go on increasing, like 
Isaac Walton** Angler and White's Natural 
History ol Selbonie. 
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Ai]gu8i25.— **Th9 Hetsrs Qrant, merchants, llftn- 
Chester, whose iwirearied and princely chari- 
ties hare been drawn by Mr Charles Dickens 
in the character of the Brothers Cheeryble in 
Nicholas NicUeby, hare presented our In- 
firmary with a handsome donation of one 
hundred pounds. Within the last three years 
these opolent merchants have distributed not 
less tlum £2000 in acts of charity and moni- 
ficence in this county, through the agency 
of Mr Christie, Balmore. The Messrs Qrant 
are natives of Strathspey, and amid all their 
prosperity and business have never forgotten 
the land of their fathers.** 
September 1. — The new Parliament had 
assembled, and parties joined issue on the 
Address. After an animated debate, the Whig 
Government was defeated by a maj|ority of 91. 
Ibid. — ^The Commission of Qeneral Assembly 
held an extraordinary meeting the previous 
week to consider the ecclesiastical situadon. 
There was a very large attendance of mem- 
bers. The result was to propose a conference 
with those members of the Church who ad- 
hered to Dr Cook's protestations. At the 
same time the editor drew the inference that 
Dr Chalmers looked for separation. 
Ibid. — ^The bakers of Inverness had raised the 
price of the 4-Ib. loaf one penny, making it 
tenpence. 
September 8. — Hie change of Qovemment had 
now taken place. Sir Robert Peel became 
Prime Minister, and the Duke of Wellington 
leader of the House of Lords. Lord Lynd- 
burst was Chancellor. 
Ibid.— Mr Maitland MakgiU Gricbton was 
making a tour in the North, speaking on be- 
half of the Non-Intrusion ists. He addressed 
a large meeting in the East Church, Inverness. 
In course of his address he criticised the Rev. 
Mr Clark, of the West Church, who had re- 
fused to concur in the deposition of the Strath- 
bogie ministers, and had thus separated from 
the party with whom he had previously acted. 
Ibid. — A sad case of drowning occurred on the 
previous Monday. Dr Basil Tytler, a nephew 
of Sheriff Fraser-Tytler, was in a boat on the 
river near LBuly Sahoun's cottage. The river 
was swollen, and the boat, caught by a strong 
current, capeised. Dr Tytler wan encumbered 
with angling boots, and was unable to save 
himself, while his companion managed to get 



312 Inrernest Courier Index. [1841 

aahore. Great efforts were made to rescue the 
anfortmiate mau, bat without avail Intelli- 
geuce of the accident reached the town, and 
hundred! of people assembled on the banks, 
some of whom attempted unsuccessfully to 
recover the body, which floated past The de- 
ceased was a young man, about twenty-six 
years of age. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent in Stromness records that 
a great school of whales made their appear- 
ance in the third week of August, and 150 
were driven ashore and killed. The aggregate 
value was estimated at £450. 

September 15. — ^A note on the harvest recom- 
mends the use of the scythe for cutting the 
crops, reaping with the sickle being expensive 
and tedious. The scythe was now pretty 
generally used in England. 

Ibid. — ^A Highland gathering, promoted by Lord 
Ward, was held in Glengarry. It was re- 
garded as a novelty, and attracted a large 
attendance. A fuller notice of the gathering 
appears in the followiog issue, and a notice 
is given of the sport enjoyed by Lord Ward 
and his friends during the season. They had 
killed about a thousand braiie of grouse, be- 
sides ptarmigan, roe, and red deer, and black 
game. One fine stag was killed weighing 27 
stone 3 lbs. 

September 22. — A show of Cheviot sheep was 
held at Altnaharrow, in Sutherland, on the 
17th inst., the date of a cattle maiket there. 
The quality is described as very good. Nine- 
teen lots were exhibited. The prizes went to 
Mr Clarke, Eriboll ; Mr Mit<rhell, Ribigill ; Uk 
Reed, Skelpick; and Messrs Atkinson and 
Marshall, Auchinduich. It may be noticed 
in passing that horticultural societies existed 
at this time in Inverness and other northern 
towns, and held successful exhibitions both 
in summer and autumn. A flower show held 
at Forres is reported in this issue. 

September 29. — ^An account is giveu of riots 
which occurred at Durness, in Sutherland, in 
connection with the issue of warrants for 
eviction. In August the sheriff officer who 
carried the summonses was met br a large 
crowd of men and women who took his papers 
from him and burned them in his presence. 
On the 18th of September the sheriiS-subflti- 
tute, procurator-fiscal, and a party of sheriff 
officers and special constables went to Durness 
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to Uke further proc^edangs, but met with 
■tout resistance. The people at uight attacked 
Dnrine Inn, where they had put up, and com- 
pelled them to leave. The sheriff and fiscal 
''were compelled to retrace their steps to the 
neaiett inn, about twenty miles distant, which 
they reached at 6 in the morning with half of 
their party. The remainder of the party con- 
cealed themselTes in the standing com and 
among the rocks, and made their escape when 
daylight broke."* The sunmionses of removal 
had been issued at the instance of tlte local 
tacksman, who held under an old lease from 
Lord Reay, and bad sublet part of the ground. 
October 6. — There was discussion in Parliament 
at this time as to expenditure for improving 
the Qaledonian Oanal. The new Premier, Sir 
Robert Peel, had postponed consideration of 
the subject. An article in this issue dwells 
on the importance of the Canal for local and 
general purposes, and points out that the 
traffic upon it had been regularly and con- 
stantly increasing. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern ICeeting came o£f the pre- 
vious week. Competitions in {liping and 
dancing took place in the Academy Park, and 
athletic sports were held at the Longman. At 
one of the balls all the Indies were in fancy 
dresses— Spanish, Swiss, and ancient English 
costumes. 

Ibid.— On the 2nd inst. Bell's institution in Far- 
raline Park was opened by the Provost, Magi- 
strates, and Town Council. Provost Nicol 
mentioned that Bailie Ifacandrew had taken 
the labouring oar in carrying uut the work of 
the Committee. Mr Qeorge Anderson had also 
given valuable assistance. Part of the funds 
under Dr Bell's trust had been appropriated to 
the support of the Central and Merkincb 
Schools. 

October 20. — ^The Rev. Robert Macpherson, one 
of the ministers of the Inverness High Church, 
died at Ventnor, Isle of Wight, on the 6th 
inst.. aged thirty-one. *The rev. gentleman 
had officiated amongst us for six years, and bad 
endeared himself to his parishionen by his 
anxious endeavours to promote every scheme 
of practical benevolence and public improve- 
ment, as well as by the faithful discbarge of 
his public duties." Rev. Mr Macdonald, who 
was then assistant to Dr Rose, and Rev. Simon 

40 
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MackmtoBh, formraiy presentee to the parish 
of DuTiot, were boUi suggested for the 
▼acancj. 

Ibid.— It is stated that Sir Edward Pany, a dis- 
tinguished naval officer, had been appointed by 
QoTemment to make a personal inquiry as re- 
gards the usefulness of the Oaledonian GknaL 

October 87.— At a coun^ meeting in InTctness 
a memonal was adopted, urging the QoTem- 
ment to carrr out the works neoessaiy to make 
the Oaledonian Osnal secure and senriceable 
to the public. The question of handing it 
oTer to * company was still discussed, bat the 
meeting h«elil that in any case the works 
should be adequate completed by the Qo- 
remment^ The Quud was considered to be 
at the tioM in an imperfect and dangeroas 
stat4k Sir Edward Pkirr had axriTed, and 
was carrying on a surrey along with Mr May, 
the i>NU«lcnt engineier. 

Ibid.— ll )$ slated that the cxciteswnt in Dur- 
nese had subeeded. and that the tackimtn bad 
alKkw^ his s»b4efiant8 to rewuon in their 
hoiisej till the fc4)owing May tersa. T%ie hope 
was exprNOK^ that sMneth^ wovld be done 
in the inWrral far the people. 

Kowfu sb et 3^ — ^Tliere is a sketch of esanibos 
tnJik in LMid>Mi. sigsi«^ with the inilaak of 
Ang«» He^miie K^^ch. He WMntiena llnl 
t he<>^ were thtsi ^V <Mui:b<»«« lireaned to rwn 
wtthiii t«NK imiW ^ the Uwkiiw FMfi-<4fe«. An 
arlir^ «mi <^i t7>N« %iM^TtSNt the fiae che s tn ut 
at OmsV Ij«v\I. the l%rce as^ at RaikmilL the 
hawt>K>nK try«e i« 0»w\|«>r Ost)e. aad an cU 
yew \m VWidesinw^ TV FskHsasil aih has 
s6«kK> the« iiiKV«mb^i t<^ t^ ;ia^ What abtl 
the Ki>)e8k.iy>e tvw? I^ t» A « r* J bi^ rn IdQ as 
"^sKmiI $^«TrN« 5#^ in .*t?vwsiilerecire a^ 

lb*jl'— TW f^fiMkS V tiw l>TerM«s TVww 
CVwtstk w«<^ vv«khvf«f^£ wAh Ve» exritfamii 
thaa «l ary t:i>ae «:^>r tW ^^esan^ ^ th^ Ite- 
lM;m )^^. AT )>^ M* sw n ul ^c s w«re 

vtrt wiK'<^a9>/« /r x>a»^ra»^ 

IViA —Mr vVib?^ :^wart. s»iCik-^ivc. i c ewai i n j l 
>w> v\>«y»mi»M«» *» OSkftl ^ the Fwic* >i» the 
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had diBcbarged the doties for 46 years, and 
bad now resigned. 

Ibid. — ^A note on deer-stalking in Harris men- 
tions that the Earl of Dunmore and party 
had, during the season, killed ten stags, some 
of them weighing 20 stone. 

November 10. — ^There is an interesting article 
on the rural and sporting statistics of the 
West Highlands. The harvest had been the 
most favourable for many years, and the crops 
were much above an average. There had also 
been a prosperous fishing season, especially 
in Lochalsh. The crop of grouse and deer had 
not been above an average, but the weather 
was pleasant. *lt is difficult," says the writer, 
to come at a correct census of the quantity of 
game killed over an estate; but we hear that 
the Qairloch party hod twelve or fifteen red 
deer, from fifty to seventy salmon (taken with 
the rod), and a corresponding quantity of 
grouse. The Lochcarron party have had 
about 1000 brace of grouse, four red deer, 
twelve roe, an immense number of salmon, 
hares, black cock, and 345 ptarmigan — a bird 
that abounds on that mountainous property. 
So late as the 25th of October we heuxi of 
one of the party killing twenty brace of 
ptarmigan in a forenoon. At Lochalsh the 
party killed nine or ten red deer, twice that 
number of roe, and from five to seven hun- 
dred brace of red and white grouse, besides 
a fair number of salmon with the rod. At 
Invergarry Lord Ward and party have had 
excellent sport. They had 1500 brace of 
grouse, fifty brace of ptarmigan, three red 
deer, and fifteen roe, besides about twenty 
salmon angled in the river Garry. Such are 
a few of the results. This new branch of trade 
or commerce has added greatly to the rental 
of many Highland estates. Instances are not 
rare of the shooting letting as high as the 
grazing of a mountain district. Some yean 
ago there was much difficulty in coming at or 
determining upon a fair rent in an affair so 
purely ideal as the value of the sport over a 
property — the sportsman generally calculating 
upon the amount he could spend on the pas- 
time, and the landlord taking all he could 
get. Things are, however, verging towards 
a bearing on this head, and the yearly market- 
able value of the sport over a Highland pro- 
perty may at present be reckoned at som^* 
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thing like the following rate, grooae being the 
unit or standard of value, riz. : — 

One red deer equal to 100 brace of grouse. 
One roe deer equal to 20 brace do. 
One salmon angled equal to 20 brace do. 
One mountain hare equal to 1 brace do. 
One brace of grouse being valued at 5s. 

** Thus a tihootiug supposed capable of pro- 
ducing, on an aveiage of seasons, witb fair 
sportsmen, 500 brace of grouse, would let for 
£125. If the house accommodation is good, 
or the moor of high reputation, a larger sum 
may be obtained, and we have known lOs a 
brace offered for a month's shooting.'* It is 
added that fifteen yean' purchase was con- 
sidered the value of the game on an estate. 
The writer tliinks that all fear of the sport 
being only the fashion of a day might be set 
aside. 

Ibid. — The rt;(>ult« of municipal elections and ap- 
pointments to the magistracy are recorded. 
Dr Xicol was re-elected Provost of Inverness, 
Mr Hugh Innes Oameron was Provost of Ding- 
wall, and Mr William Watson Provost of Cro- 
marty. The Liberals liad obtained a majority 
in the Forres Town Council, and Mr Robert 
Urquhart was elected Provost. **We con- 
gratulate the burgh," says the editor, ''on 
obtaining the services of Mr Urquhart as Pro- 
vost — ^he will be a great acquisition to the 
burgh, and his election reflects credit on the 
constituency and Council." 

November 17. — The birth of the Prince of Wales 
(King Edward) on the 9th inst. is announced 
in the present issue. The happy event was 
celebrated by rejoicings in Inverness and other 
places. 

I'bid.— There is a further account of the Durness 
disturbance. With reference to the first visit 
of the Sheriff-Substitute and his party, it is 
stated that they arrived on the Saturday even- 
ing, aiud a communication was made to them 
that if they abstained from acting until Mon- 
day, the people would disperse and the indi- 
viduals whom they wished to take into custody 
would be delivered up. The authorities, bow- 
ever, declined to make any promise. **Thi» 
determination increased the irritation and 
excitement of the crowd, and they were 
peremptorily required to take their departure 
— the people preferring, as they themselves 
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itated, to bieak the law of man on the Sator- 
day, to the commissioD of a breach of the law 
of Gkxl by resisting the execution of the law 
of God on the Sunday; and depart they ac- 
cordingly did, in considerable alarm, but with- 
out a hair of their heads being touched.*' 
There was afterwards a talk of sending a mili- 
tary force, but the Lord Advocate, Sir William 
Rae, declined, and despatched one of his de- 
puties to accompany the Sheriff and other 
officials cm a second visit to the district. 
'* This was done, and as all who possessed any 
jorrect knowledge of the character and temper 
of the people foresaw, they did not meet with 
the slightest molestation. The boaineas was 
investigated coolly and carefully. The parties 
in the wrong acknowledged their eiror; and 
the result is understood to be that, upon an 
impartial and humane view of the whole mat- 
ter, the counsel for tlie Oown have come to the 
conclusion that there are not sufficient grounds 
for a criminal prosecution." Another account 
appears at a later date, denying tliat on the 
occasion of the first visit the people had offered 
to give up the incriminated parties on lion- 
day. Several of the officers, it is also alleged, 
were knocked down and hurt. 

November 24.— "Died, at Tullich Farm, Inver- 
aray, on the 8th inst., Duncan llunro, aged 
108 years, the oldest tenant on tbe Argyll 
estate. He and his foiefutlieiH have possessed 
the same farm above 300 years. Duncan haa 
lived to see four Dukes, and was lately, by his 
own desire, visited by the heir apparent to the 
Dukedom. His eldest daughter, aged 80, has 
a large family residence upon a farm within 
eight miles of TuUich. She is still able to 
milk the cows, to go about and visit on foot 
her father's house. His youngest son alive, 
a feuar in Paisley, upwards of 70, is hale, 
stout, and hearty; has resided in Paisley 60 
years." 

December 8.— On the previous Thursday the 
tenantry and friends of Mr Hugh Rose of Kil- 
ravoch entertained him to a public dinner on 
the occasion of a visit to his property after 
spending thirteen years in India. The en- 
tertainment was held at Clephanton, and was 
attended by a large company. 

December 15. — The Rev. Simon Mackintosh, 
who had given up the presentation to the 
parish of Daviot. was appointed to succeed 
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the Rev. Mr llacpherBon, of the third charge, 
ID iDvemem. The Rev. John Clark was pre^ 
Hented to Daviot. 

Ibid— Mr Charles Shaw, W.S., facU^ for Loid 
Macdooald, was appointed Sheri£P-SubstituU 
of the Long Island, and was succeeded in the 
management of the Skye estates by M!r W. A. 
Macldnnon, Cbny. 

December 29. — ^In the month of August Dr Bal- 
four, Professor of Botany in the University 
of Glasgow, accompanied by scientific friends 
and a party of students, made a botanical 
tour through the Outer Hebrides. The results 
were submitted to the botanical Society of 
Kdinbuigh, and were now published. No 
new species were discovered, but the visit was 
inteivsting as showing how the positaoo of the 
islande checked and moderated the effects of 
ixUd. In Harris scarcely a true Alpine plant 
was found. 

Ibid. — On Uie flOth inst. a sharp shock of earth- 
quake was felt in Kinlail. There was nothing 
peculiar in tlie stale of the weather, except a 
slillnees in the ataioepbere, which, however, 
n<>i 
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APPENDIX. 



NOTE A. 
THE MORAY FLOODS. 



The late Mr Joeeph Mitchell, C.E., an 
engineer of marked ability and distinction, 
superintended for many ^ears the works of 
the Parliamentary Gommiesion for Highland 
Roads and Bridces. He was in Kirkwall in 
August 1829, wiien {he Moray Floods oc- 
curred, and records that he experienced 
there an unexampled deluge of rain and a 
perfect hurricane. On his return home he 
found a scene of widespread destruction, and 
he has left the following succint account of 
the disaster: — "They [tne floods] occurred 
chiefly along the south shores of the Moray 
Firth, in the valleys of the Nairn, the Find- 
horn, the Spev, the Don, and the Dee. Seri- 
ous damage had been done to the public 
works, and the roads and bridges under the 
charge of the Commissioners. The magnifi- 
cent bridge aoross the Spey at Fochabers, and 
the bridge over the Findhom at Forres, both 
on the great coast road, were destroyed. The 
bridge of five arches over the Dee at Bal- 
later, the bridge of three arches at Corry- 
brough over tne Findhom. the bridge of 
Carr over the Dulnan, the oridges of Kirk- 
ton, of Alford, of Craggan, and Dava, and 
many others of smaller size, were totally 
swept away. The beautiful iron arch of 
150 feet span at Craigellachie was much en- 
dangered, one of the abutments damaged, 
and three side arches destroyed. The pier 
of a 70-feet arch of the large bridge at Gran- 
town was undermined, and the roads were 
cut up and damaged very seriou^ for miles 
in various parts of the country. The damage 
to private property — to trees, crops, stock, 
dwellings, and outbuildings was very great. 
Whole fields were torn up and covered with 
the debris carried down oy the floods." Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauder gives a picturesque and 
detailed account of the calamitous visitation. 
He mentions that the heat in the province 
of Moray during the previous three months 
had been unusually great, causing an ex- 
oossive drought, and that aa the season ad- 
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vanoed the fluctuations af the barometer be- 
came very remarkable. ''The deluge of 
rain," he says, ''that produced the flood of 
the 3rd and 4th of August, fell chiefly on 
the Monad-liadh mountains, rising between 
the south-eastern parts of Loch-Ness and 
Kingussie in Badonooh, and on that part af 
the Grampian range forming the somewhat 
independent group of the Cairngorms. The 
westerly winds, which prevailed for eome time 
previously, seem to have produced a gradual 
accumulation of vapour somewhere north of 
our island, and the column beine suddenly 
impelled by a strong north-easterly blast, it 
was driven towards the south-west, its right 
flank almost sweeping the Caithness and 
Sutherland coasts, until rushing up and 
acixMss the Moray Fii^h, it was attracted by 
the lofty mountains I have mentioned, and 
dischar^^ in torrents perfectly unex- 
ampled. ' Sir Thomas mentions that the 
storm was folt at Wick and Kirkwall, though 
not to anything like the same extent as in 
tV\ province oF Moray and other districts 
associated with tlie mountain ranges above- 
mentioned. 
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NOTE B. 
CHARLES GRANT, MP. 



The Life of Charles Grant, M.P., written 
by Mr Henry Morris, of the Madras Ciril 
Servioe, and published by John Murray (Lon- 
don, 1904), enables us to revise and supple- 
ment some of the particularB which were 
given in the first volume. Charles Grant 
was bom not on the day of the battle of 
Culloden, as was long supposed, but a short 
time before, namely, in lilaroh 1746. His 
father was in Prince Charles's army, and 
was severelv wounded at Culloden, but 
escaped, and remained in concealment until 
the search for prisoners came to an end. At 
a later date he joined a Highland resiment, 
and died in 1762 from fever oontraoted at the 
siege of Havana. His son Charles was edu- 
cated at Elgin by his uncle, his father's 
youngest brother, who held an appointment 
m iSe Excise. The boy attenoed school 
till he was nearly thirteen years of ace, and 
was then taken as an apprentice by Mr Wil- 
liam Forsyth, a merchant and shipowner in 
Cromarty, where he served between four and 
five years. In BCarch 1763, being then 
seventeen, he left Cromarty for London, to 
enter the counting house of a oousin| Captain 
Alexander Grant, who had previously served 
under Clive in India. He sailed from Cro- 
marty with only half^a^guinea in his podcet, 
and was a fortnight on the voyage. In his 
cousin's employment he remained for several 
years, becoming head clerk in the firm. In 
the summer of 1767 he departed for hidia, 
having received enooura^ment and assist- 
ance from directors and friends in the East 
India Companv, one of them being Mr 
Becher, with whom he was afterwards closely 
associated. The young man — ^he was now 
but twenty-one — must have impressed these 
influential friends with a sense of his ability 
and integrity. He received the nominal ap- 
pointment of cadet, but this was only for 
the voyage out, to comply with the regida- 
tions which then existed about going to India. 
On arriving at Calcutta, Grant was placed in 
charge of Mr Becher's private business. The 






btt«r WM at the tiaw s Mmbcr of OoociL 
Mid WM toon aftcrwmrds Mnwiat ed Plui iti c M 
BMidMt ftt MoorvhedalMMl, to wfaicfa Gfaat 
•eerMnnuiicd him. Wlieii tl^y w«r« there • 
terrible famine broke out, in the aBeniitioii 
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worked hard. Owinc to faihva of heahk, 
both retomed to KnAnd in 177L In the 
end of 1772 Grant obtained a w r i tera hip in 
the tenriee of the Eaat India Oompany, and 
before he sailed in 1773 he married Jane 
Fraaer, a member of the BaJnain family. 
"It waa,** we are told, "a aingnlarly ha^y 
onion. Mrs Grant waa very yonnf, being 
scarcely serenteen years of age, and he waa 
only ten years older. 'Diey were a hand- 
fiome couple/' Grant's first appointment 
aft<>r his return to India waa aa Secretary to 
the Board of Trade. For a time he waa 
friendly witli Sir Philip Francis, and gjener- 
ally disapproTed of tne administration of 
Warren Hastings. At first he threw himself 
into the gaioty and dissipation of social life 
in Calcutta. His scrupulous integrity, how- 
0vnr, rpmsinnd unimpaired even when he fgiot 
into debt. The vital religious change which 
on mo o7or his character followed tne death 
of two cliildrcn, young daughters, who were 
onrriod off by nmallpoz in 1776. A visit to 
tho R4»v. J. 0. Diemer. a missionary con- 
noctod with the Sooietv tor Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowlodgo, brought him final peace, and 
lio WRM rvor aftorwards a deeply pious man. 
onaor to nromoto ovory form of evanflrelical 
effort. Tn Poopmbor 1780 he was appointed 
C/oinmorcinl Ror<idont at Malda, where he 
niado luK foHune. There he was so exact 
in h'w intromiRsiona as to receive the speoial 
rommondation of T/ord Cornwallis, who went 
out ft« Oovornor-Gonoral in 1786. In 1787 
Lord rornwnllis sppointod him a Member of 
the Board of Trade. In 1790, on account 
of illnovui in his family, he returned to this 
country, finally closing his career in India. 
In subiiequent years he waa a director and 
Chairman of tlH^ Ksst India Company, and 
from m>2 to 1818 MP. for the County of 
InverneM, At his first PaHismentary elec- 
tion he had to »tand a ^eryvn^ mntest in the 
limited OvMxstituenor which then esckML 
Tliere wa« a tnsngxOar fight between Grants 
FViMttvr of !<orat. and FWbee of Cnlloden, the 
re«wU bei«a aa follow* : — Grants 15: Lowat* 
11 ; C^dUviVn, 6. Tbe electkm exnenaea of 
the Mwyyv^fwl esndidate. inehidin« hni joni^ 
ney n.Nr»t^wm\l. eame to f'^"^. Before the 
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contest oame off he had purchased the estate 
of Watemish in Skye for £16,000. Grant 
retained the seat without further contest 
until he retired in 1818 in favour of his son, 
Charles Grant, junior, afterwards Lord Glen- 
elg. He died in 1823. The careens of his 
sons, Lord Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant, 
are sketched in the first yolume. 



NOTE C. 
NO POPERY RIOT IN 1829. 



The following graphic account of a ''No 
Popery " riot wnich occurred in Inyemess in 
1829 was given by a correspondent in our 
columns in 1870: — 

Perhaps nowhere was the anti-Cktholio spurit 
of a community more strongly manifested than 
by tibe inhabitants of Inverness during the pro- 
gress of the Catholic Emancipatioa Bill. At 
that time the Right Hon. Charles Grant (after- 
wards Lord Glenelg), M.P. for the county, being 
on a visit to the town, a bitter feeling of dis- 
satisfaction with the right hon. gentleman was 
felt by the people; and they secretly deter- 
mined to show their displeasure by publicly 
burning him in effigy, Huglhie Macbean, ao en- 
thusiastic young townsman, (undertaking to 
produce the inanimate member at the time and 
place appointed. Appropriating for that pur- 
pose a suit of his father's clothes, he took them 
to a garret in High Street, where they were 
nicely stuffed up with paper shaving* and a 
volume or two, in sheets, of Grant on the 
Gael, Fraser on Isaialb, and Knockie's Strath- 
speys and Reels adapted for the Pianoforte— all 
works of merit, but which an undisoeming pub- 
lic had left on the publisher's hands to moulder 
away in his lumber garret. Meanwhile the 
watchword was secretly but widely spread, and 
about eight o'clock straggling parties might be 
seen coming from all directions and sauntering 
along towards the Lochgorm, wibere ultimately 
they amounted to some hundreds. In due time 
the effigy was produced, and before the authori- 
ties were in the least aware of what was going 
on, the crowd moved in a body through High 
Street, carrying the effigy ignominiously along 
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with a large placard bearing tbe worda 
"Catholic Emancipation Bill** pinned to ita 
breast. On arnring at the Exchange or 
Uarket Cross, the effigy was tied to a stake 
(or lamp-post), and a pile of sharings being 
ignited, it was soon reduced to ashes, amid the 
shouting, y«lling, and *'No Popefy" cries of 
the crowd. But for a single incident the a&ir 
might hare all ended here. The town's officers 
during the tumult locked themselTes op in the 
police-office — then a small crib at the south- 
west corner of the Exchange (next door to 
*'Skelpan*s" shop)— but when the noise had 
somewhat subsided, to show their employers 
that they were doing something, they saUied 
out and captured a young lad as prisoner^ carry- 
ing him into their stronghold. But in fire 
minutes the door was smashed and the captiTe 
set free. Kxuhing in this triumph orer the 
'"bea^les,^ the mob mored down to the Cble- 
dvxnian Hotel in Church Street, where Mr 
Onmt had taken up his quarters. They here 
commencMl shoutini^ for him to appear in his 
proper person, and answer for his coDdnc t ; hut 
instead of lyefMnding to this r eques t , the door 
«^ the hotel was shut up and all the h^ta ex- 
tin^»hed. This was taken as a aigmal of de- 
fiance of the »oh: ^Ad with mtsailea of ereiy 
deacxtpiion all the front windows of that old- 
eataKi«hed hotel w«re shuteied to atoott. 
NK>t aM»fitfd w:th tii'Js they next proceeded to 
the O^zivCv Chafvsi — then a fCaix; building in 
>laTv^ft:>^t S:r!>e:--whx:^ was bcviDen into and 
sc«ne iAn)j^^^ Jk>oe. Af^er th:s the nMh went 
to tbe $c>svC HC and bcTMO to the ground 
a u«i>i' w\x>aee: bcijdin^ whSch had k«g stood 
thery^ Af^rr wb^c^. :beT d^sf^rwd. The towm> 
^^f vvari&e. hjkd to ruir :be p^per Kv the iHmijT 
^vfte: ^£t >J.e ^^"isi^ cocmected with the 
l\^ct«N^«» sN^v :^ie Kisl rj!^>ad<n w«re aat 
fo«;i^ v>c:. rv^ aru» ci tiie eftjj. hewerff. 
d)d ex>t «<ii.->sf^ jui^v^^r foMMMa. and while 
K«>ier^v:%j: v«:x»^:9hr29 hve: 1:3» iaxhcr far the 
ktts ci i 1^ X X'Q^Mtf^ be K-tfi ibe <&i gftVsain aa 
eat«Nfct>Atd.*« t^3v ::&$se^ <^ Wis^ J^^^^y* he 
i^Hui «*<t>r V Yvoc 7cv«i 1^ Mr Gcaaft. the 
Wiew^><c .v F'iir.i&a^fas. ^^ wvys h» ckthea! 
^XVe^. weeC"^ «svaa»M«i iftv^ \vi saan. aad the 
ua^.xr^.Ky e«ci^r«ei ^Ln^iet »caieaatM«L Bait 
Mr i^r^t w»$ «»h'M«1!i(^ 3ioa joa;;^: i^ Tfn.m aa 
""^^r^crt.x " ?.*c V3L ^* xjtfX': «ikl V Ix^nKiJcas^ 
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for his advocacy of reform, the '^Sleeping lion" 
waa chaired in triumph, with music and ban- 
ners, through all the streets of the town — ^the 
people being proud of this opportunity of show- 
ing that *'still they lo*ed their Ouirlie." His 
two reverend supporters, the Rev. Donald 
Eraser, Kirkhill, and Mr Beith, were also ex- 
tremely poplar, as also the laird of Mackin- 
tosh. 



NOTE D, 
THE OLD CASTLE OF INVERNESS. 



We ^ave in our first volume a picture of 
the ruins of tlie old Castle of Inverness as 
they appneared between the years 1790 and 
1800. The picture was oommunicated to the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1823, 
and is preserved in the ArchsBologia Scotica. 
It shows the ruins of the old Oastle whioh 
was blown up by Pnnce Charlie's French 
engineer in 1/46. Some further particulars 
may be useful. 

In the Archseologia, the paper which ac- 
oompanies the picture is entitled 'Notice re- 
specting Maobeth's Castle at Inverness by 
Colonel Grahame." This title is, of course, 
a mistake. The Castle had no pretension 
to be called Macbeth's Castle, but was in 
fact the last of a series of fortified buildinss 
which had stood on the present Castle Hill. 
The notice, though written bv Colonel 
Grahame, was oommunicated to the Society 
by one of the Fellows, Mr H. W. Williams, 
and read at a meeting on 18th November 
1833. Mr Williams, in a note addressed to 
Mr Thomas Kinnear^ says: — 

"Oeurtle Street, Monday. 

"My Dear Sir, — ^I was on a visit to a 
friend the other day, who, ion looking 
among his papers, found a description of 
Macbetfa*s Castle at Inverness, accompanied 
by a drawing of it as it appeared about thirty 
years ago. The drawing is very mde, to be 
sure; but, still, it greatly assists the descrip- 
tion. Both were done by a Colonel Grahame, 
who lives near the village of Doddingston ; and, 
supposing that this little account of the Castle 
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might be aooeptable to you to present to the 
Aotiqmurian Societj, give me leave to endoee 
it in this note.*' 

Colonel Grah&me, in his aooonnt, whioh ac- 
companies his drawing, cJaims no other merit 
for his sketch except that it is "a tolerably 
correct resemblance.'* He states that the 
yiew was taken from the south-west, on the 
west side of the river Ness. He then de- 
scribes the drawing : — 

'*What is betwixt and beneath the two 
chimneys are the remaitis of the ancient Outle. 
The ground floor was vaulted ; the upper floors 
were of timber; and the roof, when last in- 
habited, was flat and leaded and surrounded bj 
a low parapet. Within the north entrance a 
handsome stone stair led to the upper floors. 
The walls were of great thickness, and almost 
entirely composed of that mixture of lime and 
small stones of every shape, frequently met 
with in structures of very ancient erection; a 
composition which resembled one compact man 
of hard stone or flint, appearing capable of re- 
sisting the impressions of weather and of time. 
In each of the chambers exposed io the three 
upper floors, there was an alcove or recess, par- 
tialhr discovered in this view, fonned in the 
thidmess of the north wall of the Castle, of suf- 
ficient dimensions to contain a bed." 

The writer adds that tradition pointed out 
one of the alcoves as *^hat in which King 
Duncan was murdered by Macbeth* — so cnri- 
ously does legend seek to connect its^ with 
visible remains. Piles of rubbish appear to 
right and left of the ruins, and it is men- 
tioned that when the old Castle was blown 
up a fragment of it feU on the slope ol the 
hul and remained there. 'The part ol the 
hill to the right was covered with good grass 
—to the left it was rather bare and sandy, 
on which were dispersed many plants of balm, 
and the remains of patches of sweet herba> 
nknted there by the officers of the earriaon.'* 
In 1838 Mr John Anderson. W.S., made 
Colonel Grahame*s notes the text ol another 
paper to the Society, in which he corrects 
some historical mistakes, mnd mentions tliat 
Mr QodsRian. factor to the Duke of Gordon 
at Invemessk completed the work of destruc- 
tion, which the Hislilanders began in 1746, 
by removing waUs from the C^tle to build 
dykea. ''He took away, mucii to tile chasriu 
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of the gentlemen of the town (as a yenerable 
Iftdy resident there has informed roe), a 
oarred atone bearing an insoription oom- 
memorative of the era when the Owtle waa 
erected. My informant, when a little girl 
at school, was often promised a reward by 
her father if she could discover this stone 
in any of the dvkes; and many were the 
anxions and frnitless researches she made in 
oonseqnence. She never learned that it 
had been found." The late Joseph Mitchell, 
C.E., (bom in 1803), specJnng of his 
boyhood, says — "The remains of the 
Castle consisted of some perpendicular 
walls, still in existence on the Castle Street 
side of the hill, and the ruins of the old 
Castle on the top of the hill, six or eight 
feet above the ground. On toem was fixed 
a tall flagstaff, on whioh the Royal ensign 
was hoisted on the King's bii-thdays, Sun- 
days, and holidavs." 

The terrace which forms part of the town 
of Inverness has no doubt, at some part, been 
the site of fortification ever since a com- 
munity gathered at the spot. It is generally 
supposea that Macbeth's Dun stood near the 
ground now occupied by Victoria Terrace, 
and known in ancient documents as the Aura 
Castle Hill. According to tradition. 
Malcolm Canmore destroyed this stronghola 
and set up a fortification on the present 
Castle Hill. At any rate, there are authen- 
tic notices of a castle existing at Inv^ness 
under the kings who reigned before the War 
of Independence. We may with reasonable 
certainty assume that since the time of Wil- 
liam the Lion, perhaps from an earlier date, 
the Castle stooo where our County Buildings 
still stand. Bruce appears to have demol- 
ished the first Norman Castle, in conformity 
with his well-known policy. When it was 
next rebuilt it is difficult to say. We knoiw, 
however, that in 1412 the Earl of Biar, the 
leader ci the Royal army at the battle of 
Harkw, erected a strong castle for the de- 
fence of the country against the Lord of the 
Isles. In the sixteenth century the build- 
ing was enlarged and strengthened by the 
Earls of Huntlv. In 1726 General Wade 
made further additions, so as to provide bar- 
racks for six companies of soldiers and lodg- 
ings for officers. The picture of the Cbstle 
given by P. Sandby, R.A., in 1744^ the year 
before the Jacobite Rising, shows it to hare 
been a handsome range of buildings. This 
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was the edifioe blown np in 1746. The work 
of demolition was fatal to the French engin- 
eer, a sergeant of artillery^ who undertook 
it. 'This unfortunate indiyidual, believing 
the match extinguished, approached to ex- 
amine it, when the mine sprung, which blew 
him into the air, with the stones of the bas- 
tions, to an immense height." Aocor^Uing to 
another version the engineer and his dog 
were thrown aoross the river to the Little 
Green ; the man was kOled and the dog sur- 
vived! 

After the suppression of the Rebellion the 
Grovernment did not rebuild the fortress at 
Inverness, but erected instead a new Fort- 
George at the Point of Ardersier. Inver- 
ness Castle remained in ruins, gradually dis- 
appearing by the removal of stones for such 
base purposes as the building of dykes. 
"Nonagenaiian" (whose Reminiscences were 
published during his lifetime in 1842) says 
that the keep, with other parts, remained in 
tolerable preservation long after his birth; 
that the walls were much higher than the 
towers of the present Castle, and the rooms 
spacious and lofty. Before 1823 the Outle 
hill was bare. Writing, as we have noted, 
in 1828, Mr John Anderson says — "The sum- 
mit where the Castle stood has been levelled, 
and a portion of wall between Oastle 
Street is the only relic of the fortress." The 
foundation-stone of the present County 
Buildings was laid in May 1834, and the 
foundation^tone of the prison in 1846. Now 
a new prison has been erected at Porterfield, 
and the cells of the old prison have been 
transformed into offices. The buildings form 
a handsome pile, and give a striking aspect 
to the Castle Hill. 

A few notes may be added. Colonel 
Grahame, in the paper mentioned above, says 
that, when the buildings stood intact, they 
formed a square, '^containing a house for the 
Governor and barracks for officers and sol- 
diers; the old Castle forming part of the 
south side of the square, and being the Fort- 
Major's residence. There was also a chapel 
and some other modem buildings on the 
south side of the Csstle; and ramx>arts en- 
compassed the hill along the riverside and 
behind Bridge Street and Castle Street." 
He also says that "a small portion of these 
rani parts appears at the side of the nver in 
this view." This is a statement that re- 
quires further investigation. In the view 
of 1744 there is no wall round the hill, but 
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there is a wall enoloeins the Castle on its 
own level. Probably tLere was a wall at 
the riverside to prevent the sand from run- 
ning. Burt in his time (about 1730) says 
that the workmen in widening the space be- 
tween the hill and the river one evening 
loosened the gravel and: it began running in 
course of the night, causinio: sreat alarm. 
There was a fear that the Castle *'would be 
down before morning." However, he adds, 
'*the town masons and soldiers soon ran up 
a dry wall against the foot of the hill (for 
stones are everywhere at hand in this coun- 
try) which furnished them with the hasty 
means to prevent the fall." No doubt a 
stronger wall was afterwardls erected. 

Nonagenarian records that in his youth he 
had a narrow escape. ''About seventy-one 
years aeo, I was standing at five o'clock one 
summers morning, leaning against the west- 
em wall of the Castle viewing and admiring 
the beautiful scenery around me, and had not 
left my position scarcely a minute when the 
wall Sj^amst which I had just been leaning 
fell with a tremendous crash, portions of it 
rolling into the river." This happened about 
1771. 



NOTE E, 
SALES OF GREAT PROPERTIES. 



Si 



During the period several great Highland 
roperties changed handb. The Reay or 
lackay oountryj in the county of Suther- 
land^ was sold in 1829 to the Marquis of 
Stafford, first Duke of Sutherland, for the 
sum of £300,000, which, in the opinion of 
the late Evander Biaciver, "was much more 
than its value at the time." The district 
included three Highland parishes. Tongue, 
Durness, and Eddrachilis, covering an area 
of about 400,000 acres. The Duke of Suther- 
land, i^er becoming proprietor, expended 
large sums in making roads, effecting im- 
provements in land, and erecting farmhouses 
and shooting-lodges. The present Duke has 
sold pai-t of the property to Mr Gilmour, 
Dumbarton. The great estates of the Duke 
of Gordon in Badenooh and Lochaber were 
sold durine the thirties, passing into various 
hands. After the death of the last famous 
chief of Glengarrv, in 1828, it was found that 
his estates were heavily burdened, and they 
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said hj ha tnvtces Mid kia mnh. Ib 
1840 Gl€ai{ttousli wmmnarthmmd hy Mr MA- 
wmrd EQiee for £32.000, and Gkm^^rrr hy 
Lord Ward for £91.000. Twenty jmirBUtor 
Mr EUice added ^et^garry to hia denqvoioli 
eatate, payinc for it £120,000, and tbns 
aeqoiriBff a s{2eiidid stretch d eoimtry from 
Iiodi Oioi westward. Tlio protiertiy of 
Knoydart remained in tbe ^eB^Earry 
famuy until a later date. The only poasoB 
sicns then retained by the r cp r c a en tatiTes 
of the ancient hoose were the site and nnna 
of the oid oastle and the family hnrying- 
groond. Macdonald of danianald was 
another great diief who lost hia possessions 
during the nineteenth centory. The Hia- 
totj of dan Donald, by the ministers of 
KiUeaman and Kiltarlity, gires the following 
list of sales by the last proprietor, Ranald 
George Maodonald: — 

1813. Lochans^-Aold to Alnmzid«r MaodouUd, 

Eaq. of Dftlileft. £3,064 

1813. DftlilcA— 9oM to Alex. lUcdonald of 

OlenaladAle. 8,900 

ItlaiKi of Shona — sold to Alex. Mac- 
donald of Olenalad&le ^100 

laUnd of Mnck— sold to Alex. M'Leaii 

ofCoU 9,W7 11 7 

1826. Estate of Arisaig— sold to Lady Ash- 

barton's Trustees 48,950 

Snperiority of Bomish — sold to Lady 

Ashbnrton's Trustees 850 

Island of Eigg— sold to Dr Macpherson 14,500 

Island of Canna—sold to Don. llacNeill 9,000 

1827. Lands of Moidart— sold to Major Allan 

Nicolson Macdonald 9,000 

Shealflsbings— sold to Alexander Mac- 
donald of Rhue 800 

Lands of Kenchreggan — sold to Colonel 

Cameron 8,000 

1888. .South Uist and Benbecula— sold to Col. 

Gordon 9«,00u 

Total £214,211 11 7 

Tlio failure of the kelp indiistry affected 
Olaoranald more, perhaps, than any other 
western proprietor. The chief survived until 
1873, when he died at the advanced age of 
86. His son was a distinguished officer, the 
late Admiral Sir Reginald Maodonald, 
K.O.B., K.C.8.I.. who received many honours 
in recognition of his puhlio services. The 
family for many years retained the island 
and Oastle of THrrim as its sole possession, 
hut they were sold in 1905 to Lord Howard 
of Olossop. In 1840 Colonel Gordon of 
Oluny purchased for £38,060 the island of 
Burra fi*om the trustees of Colonel Macneil. 
In the same year the estate of Inverloohy 
was purchsscd by Lord Abinger for £75,150. 
Other interesting sales are recorded in the 
present vt^ume. 
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NOTB F. 
RI8B AND FALL IN SHEEP-FAEMINa. 



The late EFander MaciFer, who went to be 
factor for the Dake of Sutherland in 1845, 
writes in his Reminiscences: — ''Sheep farm- 
ing had been since the peace of 1816 a Fery 
unorofitable business; most of the tenants 
haa died or had abandoned their farms , and 
the landlords were obliged in many instances 
to take the faims into their own hands and 
farm them on their own account ; tlie price 
of wool was Tery low. But from 1832 both 
sheep and wool rose in price, and it became a 
more profitable business, and tenants of 
lai;ge farms began to make money, especially 
after 1840, and from that date to 1876 a 

g'eat deal of money was made all oyer Scot- 
nd by sheep-farmers." Judging by en- 
tries in our columns, there were some sood 
^ears eyen in the early period. Bir Mao- 
lyer adds that after 1876 prices of wool and 
sheep fell, and the rents, which had risen 
laig^y — ^wnicfa '4n some cases were more than 
doubled"-— could not be maintained. The 
tenants made representations to the factor, 
and the Duke ot Sutherland asked him to 
consider what reductions he would recom- 
mend. This he did to the satisfaction of 
the sheep-farmers, who were delighted that 
the reductions had been made spontane- 
ously. Mr Miaciyer mentions that durins 
the prosperous period "the rents of the small 
tenants or crofters remained much the same 
as they had been for many years before.** 



NOTE O. 
HIGHLAND EVIOTIONS. 



Eriotions in the Highlands on a listorio 
scale may be said to haye occurred si two 
separate periods, the first prior to 1820, the 
second after 1839-40. The first were prob- 
ably the most trying, the second, whicn oc- 
curred when the press was aotire and 
influential, attraotea more immediate and 
widespread attention. Between 1820 and 
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1840 there was a great deal of emigration, 
how far yoluntary and how far enforced it 
is hard to say. The econmnio oondition of 
oonaiderable areas in the Highland mainland, 
and still more in the Islands, was nn- 
donbtedly serious, all the worse after the 
suppression of smuggling and the ruin of the 
kelp industry. ^BoA proprietors and 
tenants suffered. The extension of sheep- 
farming coming alongside an increase of 
population, aggravated the distress of the 
small holders. No one can deny that 
changes were necessary, but they were hasty 
and ill considered, possibly precipitated by 
financial necessities. Hie destitution which 
became acute about 1836, and culminated 
ten years later in the potato famine^ intensi- 
fied the trouble. Removals which it is diffi- 
cult to account for occurred on the Chisholm 
estates in Strath^lass in 1831. They occar 
sioned little outside comment, because the 
tenants were well to do and made no dis- 
turbance, and because they were accommo- 
dated with holdings in the nei^bourhood by 
Lord Lovat. Tlse chief evictions in Strath- 
^ass took place in 1802 and 1803. Mrs 
Gooden, whose visit is referred to in 1834, 
had proved a warm friend of the tenantry. 
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Aberdeen B&nldiig Company Robbery, 224. 
„ Graoiite, 211. 
„ The Black Kalendar otf, 266. 
., Uniyeisity Oommiesion, 213. 

Aberlour Estate porohaeed, 158. 

Achany purohasea by Sir James Matbeeoxi. 260. 

Adam, «fohn. Mulbuie, murderer, 163-4, 167, 173, 175. 
,, Mattiiew, rector, InyemesB Boyal Academy, 247. 

Adyentures of a Pair of Geese, 217. 

Adyertisement Duty, 126, 129. 

Agrionlture. xzxiii. 

A^rioultural Methods in the 18th Century, 277. 

Ainslie, P. B., Commissioner for the Earl of Moraj, 242. 

Aird, Gustarus, lost in Franklin's Second Expedi- 
tion, 51. 

Alness, Keligious Awakening, 282-3. 

Anderson. Georae, 3, 4, 5. 

Anderson's Guide to the Highlands, 148, 151. 

Anderson, John, W.S., 1. 10, 24, 30, 171, 259. 

Apocrypha ControFersy, 28^ 54, 57. 

iutshimedes Steam Ship, 276. 

ArdnoBs, 3. 

Arkaig, Lochaber, 213-4. 

Assynt Murder. 79, 102, 105. 

Auohterarder Case, 220, 226, 247. 

Badenoch, School Competition.112. 

Baillie, Colonel, of Leys, 20, 82, 84, 96, 129. 

„ Eyan, of Doohfow, 170, 270. 

„ Henry J., yr. of Tkrradale. 270, 271, 310. 

,, James E^an, of Doohfour, 199. 

„ J. E., of Bristol, 96, 270. 
Baird, Principal. 267. 
Barra Estate sold, 245, 291. 
Bayne of TuUoch, and Sir Harry Munro of Foulis, 208. 

.. Rev. Charles, Fodderty, 23. 
Bedford, Duke of, 258. 
BegKing. 8, 241. 

Beitn, KeT. Alexander, Glenelg, 80. 
Belgium — Separation from Holland, 87. 
Belladrum Case, 93. 
Belleport — ^Vessel launched, 306. 
Ben-Bhragde Monument, 203, 232. 
Ben-NoFisFatal Accidents 191. 
Bibles — Scaroity in the Highlands, 88. 
Birmingham Chartist Riot, 248, 252. 
Bitumen found near Dingwall, 111. 



834 

Black lale Farmen' Soioiety, 244. 

Bkck Swans, 220. 

Boar Hunt in Banffshire, 78. 

BodT-Snatohing, 61. 

Books on Boort, mix. 

Bombay ana Oaicutta Commercial CriBia, 136. 

Brackla Distillery, 13. 

Bristol Reform Riots, 106. 110. 

Bpoadford New Ghuroh, 272. 

Brodie of Brodie, 238. 

Bronze Axe found at Calder, Braoklioh, 100. 

Brora Centenarian, 17-18. 

„ Coal Deposits, 29. 

„ New Village, 65. 
Brougham, Lord, xv., xrii.. 88, 140-1, 161, 163, 163, 

164, 166, 167, 227, 268. 
Bruoe, Major Cumming, xir., 06, 116, 160, 188. 

,, Lord— Marriage rejoioings, 301. 
Bucoleuoh, Duchess of, narrow esapce on Ben-Nena, 

236. 
Buckingham, Duke of, at Dunvegsoi Caatle, 8. 
Burgh Boundaries. 113. 
Burgh Reports, 174. 

Burghs in the North and the Reform Bill, 102. 
Burgh Reform, xvii., 132, 136, 137. 
Burke and Hare Murdere, 67. 
Bums, Mrs Robert, widow of Poet, 146. 

Caithness Election, 306. 

„ Election Mobbing Trial, 81. 
^ Passage of John de Groat, 71. 
Caledonian Canal, xli., 244, 266, 271, 276, 280, 896-7, 

308, 314. 
Caledonian Canal Steamers, 112. 

Cameron, Ooonrge, solicitor, Inyemees. 214; Sheriff- 
Substitute of Ross, 221, 224. 
„ George, town chamberlain. luTerness, 178. 

,, Hugh Innes, DinjgwalL 199. 

Jolin, Corryohoihe, 260. 
Sir Allan, 46. 

Sir Ewen, of Fassifem, 66, 66. 
William, Croy Veteran, 83. 
Campbell, Rev. David, East Church, InTemess, 180, 

182, 193, 234. 
,, Roy. Pryoe, Ardersier, 214. 

Campbell's Poetical Works, 288. 
Canning, George, 26, 30, 36, 37. 
Candles, Illicit Manufacture of, 76. 
Candle Tax, 94, 110. 

Oipercailsie in Caithness, 227; in Breadalbane, 273-4. 
Cape Wrath Light-house, 66. 
Cardigan, Lord, and Duelling, 297. 
Carruthers, Dr Robert, 40, 46, 69, 102. 
Castle Leod— Old trees, 314. 
Catholic Emancipation, 42, 60, 62, 68, 62, 63, 64. 
Catholic Relief Bill, 7. » ' » > > 
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Cawdor Daily Peninr Post, 245. 

I, Cominff-of-Age Re^cings, 228. 
Cawdor, Earl, 36. 
Celtic Dociety, 4. 

Celtio Sooiety School Competition, 112. 
Census, 305. 
Centenarians and Nonagenarians, 17, 35, 53, 61, 67, 83, 

111, 130, 195, 220, 228, 285, 307, 317. 
Chalmers, Dr, and Catholio Emancipation, 63. 

„ Dr, in JnTemess. 253. 

„ Dr^ in the North, 252. 

Chambers's History of the Rebellion, 38. 
Chartist Agitation, 252, 259. 
Chartist Petition, 247. 
Chartree, Doc de, in Inyernees, 69. 
Chisholm, Clan, 150. 



„ Mrs Ann, Antigonish, 111. 

1. ife, 167, ~ 



of Chisholm. 166, 167, 207, 214, 227, 234. 
Cholera, 98, 105, 108, 109, 110, 111, 113, 116, 117, 118, 

119, 121, 155. 
Church Accommodation in InTomess, 209. 
Church Extension, 155, 167. 
Churches in the Highlands, xix., 10. 
Church Patronage, 127, 144. 299. 
Church Question, 263. 265, 267, 275, 308, 308, 311. 
Church Rates in England. 201. 
Claohnacuddin Stone, 209. 
Clan Tartans, 167. 
Clark, Captain Alex., of Smack "Fame," 194. 

,, Rev. Alexander, InTemees, xxiii., 37, 149, 155, 
257. 

„ Rey. John. Daviot, 318. 
daahmore. Bar ot Gold Found, 204. 
Clay Image Found near Inyemess, 201. 
Ooaohesnr7, 20, 47, 84, 95, 142, 145, 147, 185, 186, 202, 

Cobbett, William, 167. 

Colchester, Lord, 35, 39. 

College at Kingston, Canada, 275. 

Colqmioun, W. H., Sheriff-Substitute of luTemess, 202. 

Cotian Improvements. 283. 

Constabulary Force, 276, 281, 284. 

Cooper, Arthur, town-clerk, Fortrose, 227. 

Cook, Rev. Archibald, xxiii., 195, 254, 263. 

Cook, Rev. Finlay, 172. 

Com Laws, 13, 23, 27, 28, 32, 242, 243, 245. 

Comtown Kedamations, 298. 

Corriemony, 106. 

Cromarty, 45, 74 81, 86, 93, 110, 193, 208, 316. 

Cromarty Bay, 9o. 

Cromarty Boat Wrecked, 80: Cholera Scare, 119; 
Coastguard Officer and National Anthem, 251; 
Commercial Bank, 157 ; Electkm. 97 ; Enoigrant 
Ship Sailed, 239 ; Fa8t-<lay and Queen's Corona- 
tion, 228; Shipping, 280. 

Cromartie Lands in Ross sold, 175. 

Culloden Battlefield, 18, 69 : William Hewitt's dewrip- 
tion, 267 ; reliering the Rebels, 67. 
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Camminc, Georse, Londofi, S3. 
ConniTigprnmey Jolin, SoKcitof^ C^iiw al, 166u 
Cariiig of Diimms m SvUwriaad, 87. 
Cmiiiig in IiiTemeafty 317, 98. 



DftDao, JAev^, Arbotknofi, 979. 

DiJT«j GmrdcM, 941. 

Dvnawmy Forast, 309. 

Baridsoii. AdmuL, vriter, Xmim, 19. 

DaTMkon: Daneuu of TiiDodi, 9, 10, 97, 109, 191, 99i» 
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Bariot Chnrdi Vacuicr. 254, 255. 258, 900, 96S, 974, 

275. 279. 283, 283. 285, 290, 300. 
DiftTiot. Deseriptioa of the Buish, 955. 
Deer't Horn fbimd in JBremem^ 944. 
Deor-StalVing in Hftiris, 315. 
Deer Forests, zzxri. xxxrii., zxzriii. 
''Defiiuice'' Coftch, 95, 112. 
Dempster, Geocige. of Skibo, 109, 307, SIO. 
Destitntion, Gnoses of, 233. 
Destitution in the West, 190, 197, 198. 
Dickens. Chazles. in Edinbm^g^ 305. 
Dick, Jmmes. London. Bequests of, 50. 
Din^vmll, Dinner to Dr Cittlmen, 253. 

Dinner to Seafortb, 170. 

Distorbcaoe in 1730, 173. 

6«s Compttny, 260. 

New Jail, 71. 

New Haaonie Iiode», 17. 

Xon-Intrusion Meeting 968. 

Fftrlimmentaiy Beform, 87, 89. 

Prisoners at'Fort-Georige, 177. 

Prorosts. 37, 88, 137. 193, 310. 

Rental from Fi^inn and Landa, 174. 

Visit of Lard &oi^>am, 153-3. 
DistiUeiy Laws, 13. 

Distress in the Coantrr, xxvi., 22, 77, 216, 273, 978. 
Dochg^TTOch. 106. 224. 
Dores Distillerr. 14. 

Dornodt. Attempted Escape from Jail, 89. 
,, Biir]rii Income, 174. 

Osthedral. 204, 231. 

Stone Coffin Found, 1S4. 

Whale Csptared. 284. 
DraininsLand by Tiles, 271. 
Dream, Bemarkable, 103. 
l>r(wrB Boads, 100. 
Duelling. 294, 297. 
Doff, Ber. Alexander. D.D., 176. 

„ Hon. Alexande r, 21 . 
Dnndas, Right Hon. William, 94, 37. 
Dondonnell Cise. 80. 93. 
Ontragea, 131. 
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Dnnvegan, Boat Accident. 190. 

„ Castle Show, 110. 
Ihurliam, Lord, 166, 236. 
Durness Eviction Riots, 312-18, 314, 816. 



Earthquake, 246. 268, 318. 

Edderton Charon Discipline Case, 249. 

Education in the Highlands, i., xx., zzi., zxii., 10, 16, 

60, 68. 
Edwards, John, Solicitor and Sheriff-Substitute, Inrer- 

ness, 48, 200. 
Edwards, Key. Mr, Marnock, 296. 
Eglinton Tournament, 263. 
Electioneering Actirity, 121. 
Elgin, 27, 137. 

„ Anderson's Institution, 78. 

„ Burghs Elections, 21. 126, 161, 166, 206, 306. 

„ Cathedral, 166, 300. 

„ CoRxrier, 166. 

„ Dr Gray's Bequest, 162. 

,, Economical Bailies, 144. 

„ Election Entertainment, 21. 

,, Qas Introduced, 76. 

„ Ladyhill Monument, 207. 

„ Murder, 141. 147. 

„ New Jail, 236. 

„ Parliamentary Reform, 89. 

„ Rejoicings at Fall of Peel Ministry, 164. 

„ Seceder Chapel, 47. 

„ Woman 109 vears old, 286. 
Elgin and Nairn Elections, 207, 272, 807. 
ElBce, Edward, 160, 188, 238, 270. 
Emigration, x., xxv., xxvii., 62, 61, 78, 81, 86, 111, 
160, 212, 225, 239, 273, 274, 280, 281, 286, 287, 
293, 296, 297, 299, 300. 803. 
Eskadale Roman Catholic Chapel, 29. 
Ewe, River, 304. 



Fairlrarn, 208. 

Falconer, Robert, ProFost ol Nairn, 220. 

Farm Houses, xxxir. 

Farms turned into Deer Forests, 276. 

Feeing Market, 146. 

Fergtison, John, ProTost of luTemess, xviii., 193. 

Ferries, Key. Mr, Aroch and Edinkillie, 39. 

Fettes College. 186. 

Fettes, Sir William, Redcastle, 3. 66. 

Findhom Bridge, 99, 100, 111. 122. 

Findhom, Rirer Banks Improrements, 809. 

Findlater, Rey. Mr, Inverness, 118. 

Firwood, demand for, 248. 

Fitzgerald, Vesey, and Dan O'Connell, 42. 

Floods, 69. 

Fochabers, Bequest by A. Milne, New Orleans, 289, 801. 

Forbes, Duncan George, of CuUoden, 889. 
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Forbes, Dr G^rge, Inyemeae, 119. 
Forres, Burgh Income, 174. 
,, Bible Society, 57. 
,, ConserFatiye Dinner, 209-10. 
,, Dinner to Dr Chalmers, 263. 
,, Church and Dissent, 252. 

Dinner to General eir Alexander Duff, 309. 
Freedom to Sir James Biacgrigor, M.P., 10. 
Gaol, 191, 236. 

Introduction of Gas, 191, 216. 
Provosts of, 10, 137, 192, 260, 316. 
Public Dinner, 208. 
New Court-house, 222. 
Reform Procession, 117. 
Skeletons Found^ 2. 
Town Council Dinner, 138. 
Trafalgar Club, 56. 
Veto Question 269. 

Witch Stones and the *' Blasted Heath," 60. 
Fort-George^ 168, 191. 
Fortpose, 174. 

Distillery, 13. 
Episcopal Qiapel, 37. 
Provosts of, 10, 37, 137, 192. 
,, Shoemakers, 16. 
Fort-William, 142. 

,, Emigi'ation from, 225. 

ForsytJi. William, Cromai-ty, 248. 
Foxes, 271. 
Foyers, Fall of, 38. 
Fowler, James, of Raddery, 37. 
Fraser, Alexander, DochnaJurg, 85, 134, 143-4. 
Alexander^of Inchcoulter, 37. 
Andrew, W. S., Shenff-Substitute, Fort-Wil- 
liam 221. 
Donald, schoolmaster, Kiltarlity, 94. 
Dr Donald, 158. 
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James, Druinmond, Nova Scotia, 243. 
John, Provost of Inverness, xviii., 158, 177, 275. 
Mrs Alexander, InveiTiess, 36-7. 
-Mackintosh, Dr. 144. 

Peter, Sheiiff of Van Dieman's Land, 234. 
Rev. Alexander, Cawdor, 56. 
,, Rev. Alexander^ Earkhill, 196. 
,, Rev. Donald, Kirkhill, xxiii., 187. 
,, Rev. Thomas, Inverness, 143. 
,, T. A., of Lovat, birth of heir, 56. 
,, William, Berbioe, 84. 
Frasera, History of the^ 10. 
Fridge, Alexander, Baltimore, 243. 
Frosts, 16, 218, 220. 



Gaelic Dictionary, 7, 55. 
„ Language, 4. 
,, Proiessorship, 188. 



GmUo aohoob Society, 127. 

Qtlt, John 246. 

0«le, Ternfio, 89. 

Omii« PreseiTfttioii, xzxr. 

Gune Jubilee, 100. 

Gu Introdaoed to InTarneM, 22, 26, S6. 

GeMies Pnrchued bv Hr Mnrra;, 203. 

Geotogica! Science, Progress of, ^8. 

G«or2e the Foortb, 81. 

Gibson, Rer. J«jnes, Aroch, 101. 

Gig Eaoe, Conon and ClachnBhttrry, 123. 

Gil>e«n, Thomas, of Bunachton, iH, fil. 

Gladatone, Jolm, of Liverpool, 198. 

Giac^ow Cotton Spinner's Tiial, 216. 

GUagow uid Stornowa; Steamer, 127. 

GUoien in bbe Highluuk, 28S. 

Glenelg, 199. 202. 

Glengarry, 80, 180, 280, 287, 289, 296. 313. 

Ulenquoidi, 270, 276. 

Glentromie Bold, 169. 

Glendale Sold, 158. 

Gaol Bill, Lord Advocate's, 36. 

,, Bill Withdrawn, 66. 
Gaols, Condition of Scottjali, 12. 
Goderich, Lord, 40. 
Godsiiian, Captain, Invonii?ea, 58, 66. 
Goodon, Mrs, 150. 
Gordon, Colonel, of Clnny, 291. 
Gordon, Duke of, 32, 34, 47, 166, 184-6. 
Qordon-CDnuoing, Sir Wm., of Altyre, 88, 96. 

,, „ Lady, 110. 

Gordon, Rer. Hr. Alvie, 67, 
Gordon, Bev. Wm., Elgin, 211. 
Gordon, Provost, Forrea, 167. 
Gower, Lord Francis Leveeon, 22, 96. 
Garemment Defeated over Civil List, 88. 
Gi«iiL Exhibition in Invernew, 244. 
Grain, Low Price of, 127-8. 
Gr«at, Charles, 17, 321, 322. 

„ Charles, Lord Glenelg, si., xii., xiii., 16, 34, CO, 
44, 46, 60, 64, 83, 84, 86, 88, 98, 97, 08, 
lie, 126, 130, 167, 169, 161, 166, l93, 199, 
2a. 

„ Colonel Colqahonn, Lingieston, 71. 

„ Danoan, Provost of Forres, 10. 

„ James, of Bneht, 36, 64, 814. 

„ J.P., of Rethiemarohns, 33. 

,, John Caledonian Hotel, InvenDeaa, 276 

„ Mm Jean, Forrea, 10. 

„ Mrs, of Hot, 29. 

„ Colonel F. W., of Grant, 31, 161, 373. 

„ of Oorrimonj, 173. 

„ of Glenmormton, 166, 166, 298. 

,, Urs Anne, Leggtin, 237. 

„ Patri(*, W.8., 105. 

,, Mardo, mardered at AMynt, 79. 

„ Patrick and tbe London Ptcm, 315. 
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GnuU* Ber. Ftoter, Grmntovn, 96. 

„ Ber. Mr, Ckwdor, 5S. _ 

„ 8ir Bobert, ziiL, 15, 31, S4, 8S, 88, 8S, Ifl^ 
236-7, 253. 
Sir WaUam, IfAsler of the Bulk, lift. 
„ The llMter of, 270, 27L 
Grmnts, Article on, 43^. 
Granto^m, Etectora' Dispute, 180. 
,, Exciae Court, 76. 

^' Jamie Blin,^ 122. 
Sebbmth Sdiool, 9i^. 
„ Visit of Master of Grant, 216. 

Orsy, Alexander, manager, Caledoniaa Bank, Mi. 
Grer. Earl. Dinner at Edinbordiu 154. 



Han, James, Scibersoroas, 154. 

Hall, Thomas, Drowned at Gildermory, 176. 

Hangman at InTemess, six., 139. 

Harnera' Hunt (Mb Ball, 299. 

Harris Emigration, 52. 

„ BemoTals, 250^ 251. 
Har, Sir Alexander I^th, 217. 
Helmsdale, 65, 293. 
Highland Dress at the Goronation, 102. 



Dress, 4, 36, 112. 
Erictions, 331. 



„ Exports, 

„ Fnnerak, 30, 44. 

„ Anecdotes, 290. 

,, HarYesters, 53. 

„ Population Enquiry, 297-8. 

„ Inns, xli., 133. 

„ Estates, Value of, 202-8. 

„ Peasantry — Houses, xxxir. 

„ Tenants and Cottagers, Hints for, 289. 

,. Society Show at Inremess, 52, 101, 266. 
Highlands— Relief of Distress. 231. 

,. — ^New Churches ana Bianses, 67, 68. 
Highlanders in London, 304. 
Hofls, James, Ettrick Shei^erd, 177. 
Holland, Lord, 287. 
Hopeman Boat Upset, 285. 
Horse Racing at Inyemees, 10, 23, 36, 70. 
Home of Langwell and Boss of Cromarty Quarrel, 

279-80. 
Horticultural Societies, 312. 
Houses of Parliament Burned, 156. 
Houses of Highland Peasantry, 38. 
Hoy, James, Librarian, €k>rdon Oastle, 47. 
Huntly, Marquis of, 191. 
Hurricane, 241. 

Hurst, Robinson, A Co.^London, 16. 
Huskisson, William, M.P., liverpool, 74, 85. 



Indian Nawab Executed for Murder of Eraser, Beolig, 
182. 
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India — Surrender of Dost Mahomed, 296. 
Influenis in the North, 196. 
InneB, Mr, of Sandside, 204. 

„ Sir Hush, of Loohakh, 21, 96, 101. 
Inyereshie Athletic Sporta, 266. 
InTarsordon Jmnt Show, 146. 

„ Show of Stock, 161. 

Jnyemess — ^Ancient Foundation of Caatle, 146. 

Anti-Patronage Meeting, 284. 

AsBeasment for Poor, 219, 221, 270, 286-7, 296, 
296 309. 

Bible Society, 8, 19, 28, 32, 38. 

Building ImproFementa, 32. 

Burghs Elections. 21. 82, 84, 122, 130, 160, 
161, 205, 206^ 269, 306. 

Burgh Reform Dinner, 138. 

Burgh Beyenue. 63. 

Caledonian Banking Ooy., 232, 237, 238, 279, 
288 

Castle Hill Improved, 306. 

Catholic Chapel^ 196. 

Catholic Emancipation, 64. 

Catholic Emancipation Disturbance, 63. 

Charities, 137. 

Charities Bazaar, 134-6 

Chartist Meeting, 290. 

Circuit Court, 34, 36, 86, 133, 147, 210, 236. 

Common Good, 70. 

Converted Jew, 78. 

Constituted a Bonding Port, 181. 

County Address to the King, 106. 

County Buildings, Foundation Stone Laid, 146 

County and the Corn Laws, 13. 

Courier, 40, 41, 92, 101, 102, 128, 186, 189, 211, 
218. 269. 

Criminal Trials, 89. 

Deer's Horn Found, 101. 

Disorderly State of, 30. 

Dispensary, 284. 

Distillery, 13. 

Dr BelPs School, 96, 198, 238, 318. 

Dr Eraser's Library, 29. 

East Churoh, 180, 181, 247. 

Educational Arrangements, 269. 

Election Petition7T67, 168. 

Expense of Executing Criminals, 146. 

Farmer's Society, 71, 238, 248, 244, 286. 

Flood in the Ness, 166. 

Gang of Thieves, 33. 

Gad; 12, 46, 70, 279. 

Godsman's Walk. 68, 66. 

Hangman, 124, 139. 

High Churoh, 290. 

Horse Bacing, 200. 

Improvements, 276. 

In the Olden Time, S90-1. 

Island Suspension Bridge, 106, 160. 
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Tnvemeu— Keen MnnidMl ESeotion, 193. 
I^y DmmmiUT's Hoose, 3S. 
Lire AUje&tor Freaented, 42. 
Ijondon BinackB, 65. 
&Ug>atr»tee' Tennra of Offios, 288. 
Magistrate and the Prioa of Bread, 37, 28. 
Han Robbed in Tslford Btreet, 36. 
Map of, in 1832, end ot volnme. 
M&rkete, 24G, 306. 
Martinmas Market, 24, 138. 
Meal Mob, 94. 

MecbanicB^ Institote, 66, 98, 183. 
Maaeoin, 184. 
Kern Islands Bri^e«, 49. 

„ " Qrand FnuDsnade," 176. 
New Oaol and Cmnt-HooBe, 86, M, 66, 106, 

110, 113, 145*. 
New Steam Tewel, 181, 182, 191, 196-7, SIS, 

214, 216. 
Nine Skeletons Foond, 277. 
"No Popery" Riot in 1829. 823. 
North Ofauroh, 180, 195. 
ObeeiTfttor?, 149, 180. 
Old Reform Petition, 107. 
Old Castle. 325. 
Paaperiam, 243. 
Parhamentary Refarm, 89, 96. 
Police and Improrement Bill, 10, 17. 
Political Dinnera, 161. 
PonUses on BHdges, 180, 190, 336. 
Poor, 109. 
FopnUtion, 99. 

PresbyteiT and Patronage, 224. 
Prioo of Bread, 56, TeTTe, 77, 811. 
Provosta of, 23, 36, 54, 70, 86, 102, 119, 167, 

158, 192, 260, 291, 314, 
Public Baptism in High Ghnroh, 220. 
Reading-Room, 199. 
Reform Bill Demonstration, 114, 117. 
Reform Meeting, 95. 
River Bank ImprtnemeaitA, 170. 
River Bank Walk. 127. 
Royal Academy, 132, 273. 
Sailor Stabbed, 188, 190. 
SavingH Bank, 238, 260, 272, 298. 
Scientific Leetiires. 193. 
Session Landa, 64. 

Society for Suppression of Begging, 8. 
State of the Poor, 47, 48. 
St John's Church, 209. 
Street Lamps, 144. 
Street PavinR, 08, 157. 
Temperance Societies. 101. 
Total Abstinence Society, 264. 
Trial by Jury, 63, 
Trotting Bet, 11, 
Town Council Election, 214. 
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InTemeas Town Coancil ProceediDgs Interdicted* 202, 204. 

y, „ and Emifijation, 273. 

,, „ and Reporters. 141, 148. 

„ „ and Party feeiins. 201. 

„ ,, and the Ghoroh Question, 271. 

„ Union Hotel, now Highland Olnb, 277. 

„ United GbaritieA Sohool, 146, 180. 

„ University Proposed, 143. 

„ Vessel Lannohed, 238. 

,, Visit of Lord Brougham, 151. 

„ Water Supply, 53. 

„ Water and Gas Company, 3, 22, 34, 53, 70, 157 

„ West Church, 170, 172, 181-2, 257, 270, 276. 

,, Wooden Brid^, 148. 

„ Wool Market, 8, 20, 38, 51, 67. 81, 99, 116, 
131, 150, 168, 187, 205, 229, 248-9, 278, 
308. 

„ William Pitt and his Wine Supplies, 241. 

,, and the Veto Act, 265. 

„ County of, and ^>he Com Laws, 13. 

„ County Elections, 21, 44, 82, 84, 96. 97, 128, 
159, 160-1, 165, 207, 227, 270, 271. 306. 
Inremess-ahire Natives in House of Commons, 48. 
Iriflh Church, 167. 

„ Befldstration BilL 297, 300. 
Iron and Lead Ore at Tomintoul, 285-6. 
JaducHi, Betty; Holbeok; and General Wade, 61. 
Jemimaville— -Barque Launched, 298. 
Johnstone, Mrs, editor of *' Invemess Courier," 40, 41. 
JoHy, Alex., D.D., Bishop of Moray, 229. 



Kelp, xxvi., 52, 94, 251, 273. 
Kennedy, Rev. John, Inverness, 182. 

,, Dr Wm., Inverness, 155. 

„ Rev. John, Killeaman, 292. 
Kessook Inn, 56. 

„ Ferry, 3, 11. 56, 196. 
Ketohen, Mrs Eaisabeth, Nairn, 220. 
Kilmonivaitf Session Clerk, 80. 
Kilteam — ^Minister and Parishioners, 49. 
Kirkhill Schoolmaster Case, 55, 64, 254. 
King Edward VII. bom, 316. 
Kiltarlitv — Open-air Communion, 265. 
Kirkwall, Gas introduced, 238. 
Kinloohluiohart Minister and " Fast-Day " Deaecration, 

183 
Knookandio Murder, 286, 296, 299. 
Lakefield Sold, 184. 

Laing, WiBiam, Provost of Forres, 260. 
Lairs and Lochinver Post-runners. 82. 
Landseer, Edwin, in the Highlands, 155. 
Lead Mines at Strontian, 197. 

^, at Strathglass, 298. 

Leslie, Rev. Wm., Lhanbryde. 246. 
Letbendry Cliurcli Cmo, 240, 247-8. 
Lewa' Destitution, 184. 

44 
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Lews, Island of, 207. 

„ Murder, 221-2. 

„ Purohaaed by Seafortih, 4. 
Leys Castle, 129. 
Leys Springs Dried up, 2d3. 
Libraries in the Nortn, 29. 
LighUionses, 27. 
Liyerpool, Lord, 26, 30. 
Lochaber Agricultural Show. 236 

Lordship of, 127, 142. 
Lochoroom — Ohuroh Panic, 88. 
Loohcarron — Geo. JefPiey of New Kelso. 180. 
Loch-Farraline— Old Fire-arms found, 903. 310. 
Looh-Farraline and Loch-Oarth lowered, 310. 
Loch, James, M.P., 97, 161, 169, 207, 307. 
Lochiel, Marriage Kejoicings, 149. 

„ Birth of Heir, 165. 
Loch-Moy, Sadmon caught, 168. 
Loch-mo-naire, Curinc of Disease, 87. 
Logie-Easter, Dispute Settlement, 207, 223, 226. 
Loch-Ness Steamers, 184. 
London Omnibus Traffic, 314. 
Long Island Improvements, 273. 
Lossiemouth Harbour, 144, 203. 
Loyat Estates — American Claimant, 281. 
LoTat, Lord, 196. 

Maid of Morven Steamer Wrecked, 78. 
Mail Coaohes, xzxiz., zl., 7, 27, 47, 65, 68, 149, 191, 

199, 218, 221, 235-6. 
Maule, Hon. Fox, 218. 

Marnock Church Case, 223-4, 247, 260, 282, 295, 803. 
Matheson, Sir James, 260. 
Meikle Ferry Boat Swamped, 176. 
Melbourne, Lord, 150. 
Members of Parliament, 21. 
Millbum Distillery, 13, 64. 

Miller, Hugh. 59, 65, 66, 69, 71. 72. 83, 93, 167, 162, 
229, 241, 248, 253, 264, 2S4, 810. 
,, Jean, Moy, 53. 
Milnoraig, 3. 
Minister Censured, 185. 

Mitchell, John, Supt. of Roads and Bridges, 6. 
Mitchell, Joseph, do., 7, 200. 
Moray, Earl of, 259. 

„ Firth Storm, 208. 

„ Floods^ 69, 319. 
Morayshire Farmers* Society, 5. 
Morrison, James, merchant, London, xir., 268, 269. 

,j Mr, bookseller, Inverness, 57. 

Morrison, Rev. James, Kintail, 2. 
Moyhall, 255. 

Muir of Ord, Smuggling Affray, 77. 
Muirtown, 3. 

Mnlbuie Murder, 163, 167, 173, 175. 
Municipal Reform, 128. 
Munro, Donald, Cktechist, Skye, 87-88. 
„ Donald, Tullich, Liveraray, 317. 
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Monro, Sir Hector, of Novar^ 306. 

„ Walter, Baptist Minister, Inverneas, 196. 
MnrohiBon, Sir Roderick, 29. 
Murray, William, of Geanies, 211. 
Maoaulay, Lord, 268, 305. 
Maoooll, iUTan, "Mountain Biinatrel," 236. 
Maoonlloch, Donald, Dochfour, 54, 55. 

,, Dr John, 172. 

Maodiarmid, Donald, South Gardlina, 143. 

„ of ''Dumfries Oouner," 249. 

Maodonald, Dr. of Ferintoeh, 81, 120. 
Flora, daughter of, 3. 
Flora and Prince Charlie, 35. 
John, afted 107, 35. 

Margaret, Strathnaim, enlisted as a sol- 
dier. 62. 

„ Marshall, Duke of Tarentum, 1, 8, 9, 285. 

„ Mr, of Staffa, 4. 

Maodonell, Colonel Alex, of Keppoch, 69. 
,, General Sir James, 221. 

,, Mrs, of Aherarder, 69. 

„ Miss, of Glengarry, 190. 

„ of Glengarry. 42, 44, 69. 141, 266, 301. 

Maodougall, Charles, Adyocate, 189, 210. 
Macdougalls*, Inv^emess, 153, 167. 
Marfarquhar, Roderick, Fortrose, 174. 
Macgregor, Gregor. ''Willox the Warlock," 135-6. 
„ "ELev. Alex., West Churoh, Inverness, 233. 

,, Sir James, M.D., 10. 

BCackay, Captain Wilham, China, 213. 

„ Charles, Romance, Longheard, Lord of Lon- 
don, 293. 
,, Rer. Mackintosh, Laggan and Denoon, 7, 113. 
Mackenaie, Colin, of Portmore, 87. 

Helen, murdered at Aohnaearran, 76. 
James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, xiv., 88, 98, 
125, 161, 176, 198. 199, 308. 
,, John, Provost and Iianker, Inverness, xvii., 

89, 134, 135, 157. 
„ Murdo, of Dundonell, 309. 

„ Mrs, of Applecross, 36. 

,, Mrs Hay, and Sir Hugh Munro, Ben- 

Wyvis Glen Case, 79. 
„ of Muirtown J98, 199. 

„ Rev. Allan, Killmuir-Wester, 182. 

„ Rev. William, Tongue, 143. 

Sir Colin, of Eolooy, 48, 98, 181. 
Sir Francis, of Gairloch, 87, 96, 98, 290. 
Sir George, of Coul, 4. 
Sir Hector, of Gairlooh, 19. 
Sir James W., of Scatwell, 21, 84, 237. 
., '5a ^ Applecross, M.P., xiv., 198, 199, 235. 

MacKinnon, W. A., Corry, 318. 
Mackintosh, Angus, Chief of Clan Chattan, 126, 177. 
Campbell, of Dalmigavie, 177. 
Colonel, of Vbut, 249. 
Lady Ann, 282. 
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Maokintosh, Provost Phineas, of Dnmunoiid, 58, 60. 
,, Rev. Angus, Tain, 106. 

,, Bey. Obarles, Tain, 51. 

,, Rev. Simon, Inverness, 260, 317-8. 

,, Sir James, 114. 

Maclaohlan, Alexander Fraser, M.D., 13. 

, Rev. Thomas, Bloy, 223. 

Maclean, Mis, ' L. E. L.,'' 241. 
Macleod, Donald, of Geanies, 8, 131. 142. 

,, Donald, Sniaort, in New South Wales, 230. 
,, Uu£)i, Aaeynt murderer, 79, 102, 105. 

of Macleod, xiv., 46, 82, 85, 116. 159. 168. 
of ObdboU, 97, 102, 161, 188, 191, 213, 268, 
269. 
Maomillan, Boolianan, oi London, 117. 
., Evan, Strone-Nevis, 195. 

Maopliail, Rev. James, Daviot, 250. 
Macpherson, Cluny of Oluny, 131. 
John, St Thomas, 135. 
„ -Grant, Sir George, 85, 229. 

,, John, Skye Centenarian, 100. 

,, Rev. Robei*t, Inverness, 300, 313. 

Macrae, Christopher, aged 105. 228. 

,, Rev. Aoderick, Shieloaig, 36. 
Mactavish, Alex., Solicitor and Town-Clerk, Inverness, 
181, 242. 

Nairn, 70, 78, 79, 82. 
,, Academy, 84, 169. 
,, County Election, 84. 

Curioue Town Council Election, 288. 
Farmers* Society, 244. 
Harvest Home, 236. 
Freedom to John Cunninghame, 166. 
Missionary Society, 177. 
„ New Harbour^ 238. 

„ Purchase of Inverness Street Lamps, 144. 
Presentation of dock, 23. 
Provosts of, 10, 88, 137, 192, 220, 260. 
Reform Demonstration, 116. 
Religious Revival, 269. 
Savings Bank, 284. 
Sessional Schood, 182. 

Town Bell and the Established Church, 220. 
and Catliolic Emancipation, 63. 
and Cromartjr Steam Ferry Boat, 61. 
Nairnshire Bible Society, 246. 

,, Missionary Society, 71, 157. 

Napoleon I., 289. 

,, Prince Louie. 281. 
National Security Savings Bank, 272, 293. 
Ness Islands, 68, 75. 
Newspapers, Abstraction of. 217. 
New South Wales, Deplorable Contfition of, 287. 
Newspaper Stamps, 125, 126, 182, 189, 294. 
Newspapers in the North, 41. 
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Nigs and Sandwich Cai-ved Stones, 77. 

Nicol, Dr J. I., Inverness, xviii., 31, 291, 313, 316. 

,. John, mason, Invei-ness. 31. 
Noble, Isobel, *^ labbel Mhor," Inverneiss, 195. 
„ John, rector. Tain Academy, 96. 
„ WUliam, Executed at Elgin. 148. 
*'No Popery" Riot in Inverness, 324, 325. 
Northern Burghs, 97, 123, 207, 307. 
„ Counties Jaxl, 147. 

Institution, 3di., zlii., xliii., 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 16, 
27, 29, 37, 42, 47, 50, 61, 57, 67, 77, 80, 
106, 111, 138-9. 146, 162. 
Infirmary, 246, 311. 
Meeting, 10, 23, 36, 55, 70, 85-6, 104, 134, 

164, 173, 209, 211, 235, 255, 286, 313. 
Missionary Society, 8, 18, 32, 50, 54, 98, 115, 
122, 171. 185, 2Ce. 
,, Protestant Association, 179. 
,, Towns, Notes on, 16. 
Notes on the Road, 202. 
North Star Steamer Wrecked, 304. 

Oban Steamer Foundered, 78. 
0'Ck>nnell, Daniel, 42, 52. 
Otters in the River Ness, 174. 
Outer Hebrides, Botanical Tour, 318. 
Old Castle of Inverness, 326. 

Parliament, 15, 20, 73, 77, 92, 96, 140, 147, 149, 160, 
156, 167, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 165, 173, 179, 
194, 215, 232, 240, 253, 262, 292, 303, 304, 808, 
311. 

Parliamentary Reform, 74, 87, 88, 89, 91, 93, 96, 106. 

Parties, State of, in the North, 120. 

Peterson, Mr, Sandside. 271. 

Patronage, 79; proposea abolition, 132. 

Peel, Sir Robert, 79. 

Penny Post, 201. 228, 248, 268, 263. 

Petty and Araereier Farmers* Society Ploughing 
Match, 244. 
„ Opposition to Rev. John Grant, 133; Synod sus- 
tains presentation, 145; Assembly orders 
settlement, 147. 

Phippsfield Briok and Tile Manufactory, 278. 

Pickton, Charles, Central Schooi, Inverness, 34. 

Pine Forests in Scotland, 209. 

Piobare Dall, Blind Piper of Gairloch, 89. 

Plantations at Skibo, 162. 

Political Dinners, xv. 

Portree, 81, 143. 

Pound Notes, proposed abolition, 16. 

Portmahomack — Inverness Vessel ashore, 142. 

Potato Disease^ 149, 167. 

Public Mechanical Carriages, 162. 

Princess Royal (Empress of Germany), bom, 289. 

Prince Charles Edward Stuart, 282, 288. 
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Prbont, 17, 19. 66, 62, 66. 71, 167. 
Pniwian VoMel Foundered at St Kilda, 171. 
Ihibdio Reoords, 6. 
Population in UiglilandB, xziv., xxv. 

lUilwayii, 74. 86, 176, 248. 

Railwi^ to Invernesa, Survey of, 297. 

Rain Stomi, 69. 

IUmii«^y, Mr, Barnton. 302. 

lUach, Angua B., 293, 314. 

M Rodwiok, 40, 61. 
R«ay Country, 87» 76. 
RMloaat4<^, 3, 203. 228. 
lUfortu, hMtinning of, xi. 

»» niU, 91» 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 104, 106, 
106, 108, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 116, 116. 
R«^orm OmdidatOA, 116. 
HMohatatit. Duk<» of, 116-7. 
R«4utimi» Iiut-ructioii in Uie Highlands, 18. 
RMiUk in th« North, 274. 
lU^v^^uUon in France, 73, 83. 
Ritskmant Mr, ("Wk of House of Commons. 282. 
R^iU and Rrid|rl>«^ 6, 36, 47, 52, 63, 64, 66, 70, 78, 

Un, l^, 13l\ 199, 276, 300-1. 
Ri^H^^^taon, A. J., of Insliea^ 242. 

IV, AuUnaeOiiaoh, 23, 70, 86, 127, 183-4. 
,, H^r. John, Kingusesde^ 4. 

R«(^ 1U\^V da^nHw^". 133. 
RftUiMm l>iilJlK4Kt». and $«M»ion Clerks^' Fees, 80. 
RiMMtKt JavniMk Mid-OUra ONiteiianaa, 99. 
Ri\Y. R^K^i l^ml<%n, «>f tb^ Hi^iob^.** 222. 
Rmhk RiM'. AW^xamW^ D D.« InnN-necss zxiii., 14. 
x^ IV, IVraiiiH'^ ai%d DmrntM^ 301. 

U«Kth. <^ KiV.Tjirock, 317. 
R^WhawttK M;^.ma(!<^ R<ii>«oixvit», 237. 
R i' <N>< aa ymw> W^^vy^^N. 16. 
Bkwk AVMian^W, <w:|KS(itiwr, Tftin. 130. 

!>MMiiki. Onlniun. i^s<nI 107. 307. 

U^. ^Nf i>N^«>aTt>r. 2:^. 2:^ 25^4, 

J<4a. KwiWr^ Inxxkrw^i^ 102. 

J^n. IW^vy^ iVt);^. In v xft w ta s s 988. 

Jl<^n. R5^iK>wwvr^, 1^. 

R^. Jv^vis CV>h(iW)K}An A£Tk«h«ral Aaaod 

RrtJiJbw^. IV Wh'it>^V OKarity. ^^ 
RAic^.^)i^y» vV<rrw«)t>aTTal IVst^^wss. 1^, 
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Salmon Fry Hatched at Gairioch, 304. 

„ Fiaberies, 7, 204. 

,, Natural HiBtory of, 85, 134. 
Saltottn, Lady— House Burned, 138. 
Salt Tax, 2. 

Saasoferrato's Picture, ."The Holy Family,'* 284. 
Schools, 15, 31, 68. 
Scott Monument, Edinburgh, 283. 

„ Sir Walter. 16, 28, 119. 
Scythe Introducea, 312. 
Scottish Parliamentaij Candidates, 117. 

,. Prisons, 2, 17, 252. 
Seafield, Earl of, 287. 

Seaton, Sir Reginald Mocdonald Steuart, of Staffa, 222. 
Second Sight — Curious Repctrt from Skye, 246. 
Shanks, John, Elgin Cathedral, 300. 
Shaw, C9iarl«^, Sheriff-Substitute, Long Island, 318. 
Shearers in Destitution, 36. 
Sheep Farming, xxx., xxxi., xxxiii. 
„ and Cattle. Toll Dues, 128-9. 
Sheep Farming, Rise and Fall, 331. 
Shepherd, Alexander, Town-Clerk. Inverness, 177, 241. 
Sheriff Court Small Debt Act, 68. 
Sheriff-Substitutes, 265, 277. 
Shetland, Disastrous Storm, 287. 
Shinty in London, 304; in Strathglass, 16. 
Shipbuilding in Inverness, 46. 
Shootings, value of, xxxviii., xxxix. 
Simpson, !Bailie John, Inverness, 71. 

., Thomas, Arctic Explorer, 224, 283. 
Sinclair, Sir George, 191. 
„ Sir John, 178. 
„ George, yr. of Ulbster, 96. 
„ Miss OEitherine, of Ulbster, 272. 
Skye Emigration, 61. 

,, Smuggling Lugger captured, 71. 
Slaves, Condition of, m Tnnidad, 16. 
Small Debt Courts, 216 
Smith, John, schoolmaster, Ardersier, 237, 307. 

,, Dr, Provost of Nairn, 218. 

„ Rev. William, Petty, 137. 

„ Rev. James, Avoch, 89. 

„ Robert, Town Chamberlain, Inverness, 178. 

„ William, M.P., Norwidi, 169. 
Smuggling, 3, 6, 10, 19, 30, 34, 37, 45, 49, 56, 77, 86, 

127; 136, 177. 
Snowstorms and Frost, 24, 25, 27, 28, 94, 218, 221, 

222, 242. 
Sobieski Stuarts at Eilean Aigas, 298. 
Somerville, Rev. Simon, Elgin, 258. 
Spain — Recruits from Inverness, 172. 
Spean-Bridffe Markets. 250. 
Spear found at €k>llanneld, 100. 

Sport in the Highlands, xxxv., xxxvi., xxxvii., 23, 154, 
165, 171, 176, 183, 187, 197, 210, 219, 2734, 281, 
810, 316. 
Spynie, Loch, Remxwins of Ship found, 136. 
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Stag? of nnoommon siae, 210. 
Stamp Aot8, 182. 
Stafford, Marchioness of, 101. 
Steam Navigation in the North, 146. 
Stevenson, George, 74. 
Steamboat on Kessock Ferry, 11. 
State of Ck>mmunication in the North, 277. 
Stalker, David, solicitoQ*, Inverness, 214. 
Statistics. Rural and Sporting, S15. 
Stewart, tfailie Charles, Dinswall, 289. 
„ Charles, solicitor, Inverness, 160. 
„ General, of Garth, 77. 
,, John, of Betladmm. xiii., 93, 116. 
Stomoway, 128; Sabbath Schools, 75. 
Strathbogie Church Case, 260, 275, 282, 801, 804. 
Strathoonon, 8; Chnrdi at Oamook, 68: shooting and 

fishing, 171. 
Stone Coffin foand at Druid Temple, 6. 
Sti-athglass, Deforcement of Revenue Offioera, 80; 

trial, 34 ; smu^ing affray. 177. 
Strathnairn — ^Romantio Love Match, 62. 
Strathpeffer, 151 : proposed Dispensary, 281. 
Strontian Lead Mines, 55. 

,, Straw Hat Manufactory, 55. 
Sugar Duties, 302. 

"Sun" and "True Sun" newspapers, 112. 
Sussex. Duke of, Earl of Inverness, 271-2. 
Sutherland, Duke and Duchess of, 126, 182, 151, 172, 

200 203, 242, 243. 
Sutherland, Captain Wemyss, 11. 
„ Captain Robert, 43. 

„ Rev. David. East Ohurch, Inverneas, 247. 

„ Cattle Lifting, 201. 

„ Coursing Cli£, 94. 

„ County jBleotions, 32, 808. 

„ Fate of a Strolling Player, 282. 

,, Improved Roads, 64. 

,, Improvements, 83. 

„ Land Improvements at Promcy, 271. 

,, Maganne, 14. 

„ Members of F^iament^ 22^ 84, 207, 272. 

„ Natural History Investigation, 147. 

,, Rejoicing, 126. 

„ Settlers m North America, 54. 

Shootines to let, 183. 
Show of She^, 312. 
,, and Ross — Scenes on the Coast, 298. 

Synod of Moray and the Irish Church, 166. 
Swans on Loch-Lochy and Loch-Ness, 220. 

Tkin, 82, 172, 236, 260^ 294-5. 
Excise Prosecutions, 8. 
Formidable Fish caught, 180. 
Jail, 31 71. 

New Jail and CourUHouse, 8; Burned, 128. 
Non-Intrusion Meeting, 2o9. 






INDEX. 351 

Tain, Prov-oBte of, 24, 37, 71, 187, 272. 

,, Purohafle of InvemeBB Sti^eet Lamps, 144. 

„ Seoession Ohapel, 238. 
Tarbat Ness Light^house. 27. 
Teachere, Income of, 28y. 
Telford, llioimas, engineer, 163, 231. 
Test and Oorporation Acts Repealed, 48. 
Thermometer KeadinsB, 219. 
Thievea, Gang of, in Inverness, 33. 
Tliomflon, Dr Andrew, at Inverness, 54. 
Thurso and Catholio femanoipation, 64. 
Tobermory Emigration, 212. 
Tolls, 19, 20, 34, 36, 66, 100, 147. 
Town Councils and Boform Act, 137. 
Touriste in the Highlands, 100, 132, 187. 
Torbreck, Property sold, 168. 
Trade Improvement, 31 ; stagnation, 64. 
Trail, George. 191. 
Transfers of Property, 106. 

Travelling in the Highlands improved, xli., 186, 225. 
Tullooh Castle, Fire at, 219. 
Turkish and E;gyptian Fleet Destroyed, 37. 
Turnips — ^Wintering in BCorayshire, 5. 
Tytler, Dr Basil, Drowned, 311. 

,, Lieutenant William Fraser, 272. 



Unemployed, 109. 

Urquhart, Alexander, Brora, 17. 

Robert, Forres. 66, 316. 

Sir Thomas, of Cromarty, Arms of, 67. 
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Vagrants and Beggars, 111. 

Vermin Destroyedat Glengarry, 295. 

Veto Act, 147, 167, 207, 247. 

Victoria, Queen, 27, 194, 203, 229, 262, 260, 269, 276, 

278. 
Violent Gale. 197. 
Visitors to tne Hi^Iancb, 23. 
Virginal, Ancient, 61. 
Vitnfied, Forts, 78. 



War in Canada, 214, 238, 244. 

Water nish, 106. 

Watson, Mrs Isabella, Dalkeith, 28. 

Waverley Novels — ^Authorship disclosed, 28; manu- 
scripts, 238. 

Weather, Severe, 27: warm, 224; wind and frost, 226. 

Wellington, Duke of. Cabinet, 41 ; Duel with Barl of 
Winchelsea, 64. 

West Coast, Condition of Poor, 98, 99; Soaroity of 
Potatoes, 96. 

Westwood, Jomi, gardener, Belladrum, 219. 

Whales in Lewis, 113; in Stromness, 312. 
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Wliiaky, Lead, for Stomowfty, 87. 
WkkJailT 51 J Oas, 260, 296; Reform, 93. 
WaderQ>in'0 Byetem of Education, 106. 
WUliamflcm, Alex., Ckmrener of Trades, InTemets. 

160-1. 
„ Bev. Bobt., Crmck and Nova Scotia, 286. 

William the Foortii, 27, 73, 194, 203. 
Wilson, Alexander, G^aUy, 33. 

„ John, Provoit of Nairn, 260. 

„ Bobert, Oidedonian Hotel, InTemees, 25L 

„ Scottish Vocalist, 285. 
Wintering; oi Sheep in MarayBhire, 6. 
'* Witness'' Newspaper, 263. 
Wreck of the '* C6met/' 11 ; Master convicted, U. 

Yonng, Mordo. editor of the *< Snn,'' 110, 215. 
YoA, Dnke of, death of, 27. 
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